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2625 (XXV). Deel.ration on Principia of Inter­
national Law concerning Friendly Relallom 
and Co-operation among Statee In aecord­
ance with the Charter of the United Nations 

Tlw General Assembly, 
Recallin1 its resolutions 1815 (XVII) of 18 Decem­

ber 1962, 1966 (XVIII) of 16 December 1963, 2103 
(XX) of 20 December 1965, 2181 (XXI) of 12 
December 1966, 2327 (XXII) of 18 December 1967, 
2463 (XXDI) of 20 December 1968 and 2533 
(XXIV) of 8 December 1969, in which it affirmed the 
im~ce of the progressive development and codifi­
cauon of the principles of international law concerning 
friendly relations and co-operation among States, 

Having considered the report of the Special Com­
mittee on Principles of International Law concerning 
Frieodly Relations and Co-operation among States, 1 

Which met in Geneva from 31 March to 1 May 1970, 
Emphll.fir.ing the paramount importance of the 

Charter of the United Nations for the maintenance of 
intematioual peace and security and for the develop­
ment of friendly relations and co-operation among 
States, 

1 01/iclal Rtcortls of tht Gtnt ral Asumbly, Twenty-fifth 
Sullon. Supplement No. 18 (A/8018). 

121 

Deeply convinced that the adoption of the Declara­
tion on Principles of International Law concerning 
Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in 
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations on 
the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
United Nations would contn'bute to the strengthening 
of world peace and constitute a landmark in the de­
velopment of international Jaw and of relations among 
States, in promotin$ the rule of law among nations and 
particularly the un1versal application of the principles 
embodied m the Charter, 

Considering the desirability of the wide dissemination 
of the text of the Declaration, 

I . Approves the Declaration on Principles of Inter­
national Law concemin~ Friendly Relations and Co­
operation among States m accordance with the Charter 
of the United Nations, the text of which is annexed to 
the present resolution; 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Special Com­
mittee on Principles of International Law concerning 
Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States for 
its work resulting in the elaboration of the Declaration; 

3. Recommends that all efforts be made so that the 
Declaration becomes generally known. 

1883rd plenary meeting, 
24October1970. 
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DBcLuAnoK ON PalNCIPLES OP IN'l'DNA110NAL I.Aw CON· 
CEaNINO Fllll!NDLY RELATIONS AND CO-OPEUTION AMONG 
STATES IN ACCORDANCE W1TB Tlfl! CllARTI!a OP nm UNIT1!D 
NATIONS 

PREA.MBLB 

The Gene10l Autmbly, 
Ruffi,ming io the terms of the Charter of the United Na· 

tlooa that the maintenance of internatiooal peace and aecurity 
and the development of friendly relations and co:operation 
between nations ~ amona the fundamental purposes of the 
United Nations, 

Rtcallin1 that the peoples of the United Natiom are do­
termined to practise tolerance and live toaether in peace with 
ODO another u aood nelahboun, 

Beoring ln mind the importance of malntainlna and 
Mnnathenina international peace founded upoo freedom, 
equality, justice and respect for fundamental human riabts and 
of developina friendly relations amona nations irretpeetive 
of their political, economic and social systems or tho levels 
of t.beit development, 

Beoring in mind also tho paramount h:nportance of the 
Olarter of the United Nations In the promotion of the rule 
of law among natiom, 

Considering that the faithful observance of tho principles of 
international law coocernlDa friendly relations lild co-opera· 
don amona States and the fulftlment in aood faith . of the 
obliaatlons assumed by States, in accordance with tho Chalter, 
is of tho areateat importance for the maintenance of inlenla· 
donal peace and leCUrity and for the implementation of the 
other purposos of the United Nations, 

Noting that the areal political, economic and eoclal cbanaes 
and lcientific proaress which have taken place io the world 
lince the adoption of the Charter aive increaaed importance 
to theae principles and to the need for their more effective 
application lo the conduct of States wherever carried on, 

JUcalling tho established principle that out.er space, ioclud­
ina the Moon and other celestial bodies, is oot aubject to na­
tional appropriation by claim of eovereipty, by means of me 
or OQCUpation, or by any other means, and mindful of the 
fact that cooslderation is being aiveo in the United N atloos 
to the question of est1blishiD11 other appropriate provisiooa 
limllarly inlpired, 

Convinced that the strict observance by Statea of the oblip· 
tioD not to ioterveoe in the aJfain of any other State is an 
-ntial condition to ensure that nations live toaetber in peace 
with one BDOtber, since the practice of any form of interveo· 
tloo not only violates the spirit and letter of the Charter, but 
allo leadt ·to the creation of situations which threaten lnterna· 
tional peace and security. 

Recaliln1 the duty of States to refrain in their international 
relations from DUlitary, political, economic or any other form 
of coercion aimed against the political independenoe or ter· 
ritorial intearity of any State, 

Cons/derin1 it essential that all States shall refrain in their 
iaternational relations from the threat or use of force against 
the territorial Integrity or political independence of any State, 
or in any other manner inconsistent with the purposea of the 
United Nations, 

Co111iderlng it equally essential that all States shall settle 
their international disputes by peaceful means in accordance 
with the Charter, 

Reaf/iTm/ng, io accordance with the Chaner, the basic im· 
porta.nee of sovereign equality and stressing that the purposes 
of the United Natioos C8l1 be implemented ooly if States enjoy 
eovoreip equality and comply fully with the requirements of 
this principle l.n their international relations, 

Convinced that the subjection of peoples to alien subjuga· 
tion, domination and exploitation constitutes a major obstacle 
to the i)romotion of international peace and security, 

Convinced that the principle of equal rights and self-deter· 
mination of peoples constitutes a significant contribution to 

contemporary international law, aDd that its dlective applJc:a.. 
tion ia of paramount importance for the promotion of frieaclly 
relations amooa States, baaed oo respect for the prloclple of 
aovereiao equality, 

Convinced in coosequeoce that any attempt aimed at the 
partial or total disruption of the national unity and territorial 
Integrity of a State or country or at its political independence 
ie incompattl>le with the purpoees and principles of the Chart.or, 

Considerin1 the provisions of &he Charter u a whole and 
taking into account the role of relevant resolutions adapted 
by the competent organs of the United Nations relatina to 
the content of the principles, 

ConsideTlng that the progressive development and codi4ca­
tioo of the followina principles: 

(a) The principle that Statea shall refrain in their interna­
tional relations from the threat or use of force apinst the 
territorial intearity or political independence of any State, or 
io any other manner inconsistent with the purpoeea of the 
United Natioos, 

( b) The principle that States shall aettlo their international 
disputes bY peaceful means in such a manner that internatioml 
peace and eocurity and justice are llOl eodaqered, 

(c) Tho duty not to laterveae io matten withlo the domeldc 
jurildiction of any State, in accordance with the Charter, 

(d) Tbc duty of States to co-operate with ooe anothor JD 
accordance with the Charter, 

( 1) Tbc principlo of equal riabta and eel.f-determinatloll 
of peoples, 

(f) Tbc principle of eovereip equality of States, 
(1) The principle that S1atee shall fulfil in aood faith tbo 

obliptioos assumed by them lo BClCOrdaoce with the Charter, 
ao u to eecure their more dlectivo application within tho In· 
ternational community, would promote the realization of tho 
purposea of the United Natiom, 

Having consfdeTtd the principles of international law relat• 
in& to friendly relations and co-operation amona Stata, 

1. Solemnly proclaims the followiq prlociplet: 

The PTinciple that States shall refrain In theiT inter"""°""' 
relatio111 fTom the threat or we of force aftlbvt tM ln­
rltorial integrity or political independence of 01f1 SlllU, 
or in any other manner inconsistent with the purpo.u1 of 
the United Nations 

Every State has the duty to refrain In lta international 
relations from the threat or ll90 of force apiost the tel'" 
ritorial intearity or political independence of any State. or 
in any other manner inconsistent with the purpoees ol tbo 
United Nations. Such a threat or use of force coostl!Utel a 
violation of intematiooai law and the Charter of the United 
Nations and shall never be employed u a meant of tettllna 
intematiooal issues. 

A war of agreasion constitutes a crime apiaat tho ,.ce, 
for which there is reaponsibility under intanational law. 

In accordance with the purposes and principles of the 
United Natloos. States have the duty to refrain from 
propaaanda for wars of aareasioo. 

Every State has the duty to refrain from the threat or 
use of force to violate the exiatioa interoatiooal boundarlel 
of another State or u a means of aolvina international dit­
putes, includina territorial disputes and problems conceroins 
frontiers of States. 

Every State likewise bas the duty to refrain from tbe 
threat or use of force to violate international lioee of 
demarcation, such as armistice lines, established by or pur­
suant to an international aareement to which it ii a party 
or which It is otherwise bound to respecL Notbioa in the 
foreaoina shall be construed as prejudicing the positions of 
the parties concerneC! with regard to the status and dec:ta 
of such lines under their special ngimes or as alfectiq 
their temporary character. 

States have a duty to refrain from acts of reprisal in­
volving the use of force. 
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'Reeolutlona adopted - tloe nporta of tloe Sixth Comrulttee lU 

Bvery State bas the duty to refrain from any fom1'le 
Ktion wtilch depri~ peoples referred to in the elabora­
tion of the principle of equal righta and seli-determlnation 
al their rilbt to aelf-determination and freedom and in­
dtpeadeoce 

BYCry State bu tbe duty to refrain from oraanizina or 
OllCOW'qlq tbe orpnization of irresular forces or armed 
budl, IDcludiq merccnarica, for incursion into the territory 
of another State. 

Bwry State bu tho duty to refrain from orpnizins. 
lmdptlq, lllliltin1 or paniclpati.q In acts of civil strife 
ar t.rrorilt ICU ID another State or acquiescing in orpni&d 
lcdYitlel wftbln lta territory directed towards the cOlllIIUaslcio 
al IUCb acu, wben tbe ICU referred to In tbe present para­
anp.b lavolve a thftat or uae of focce. 

Tbe territory of a State shall not be the object of military 
occupation ruultfns from the uac of force in contraventl.on 
of the prov!Jlom of the Charter. The territory of a State 
lbal1 not be tbe object of acqulllitlon by another State reauJt­
iq from the threat or uae of force. No territorial acquialtion 
...ulthl1 from tho threat or ux of force shall be recopired 
• lepl. Notbln1 In tho foreaofna 1hall be cotlltrUed aa 
alreetiq: 

{o) PrOYiliom of the Charter or any internatloJllll aaree­
lmnt prior to tho Charter rEtPme and nlid under interna­
dooal law; or 

(6) Tho powen of the Security Cowicil UDder the 
Omter. 

All State& lbal1 P1l1'lllC in aood faith neeotlatiom for tho 
llrf)' COllClmlon of a univenal treaty oa aenenI and com­
plete dilarmamcnt uDC1u e1fec:1ivo International control and 
ltrift to adopt appropriate meaaura to reduce international 
lllDlioDI aad ltnqtheo coddeoce amoq States. 

All Sia* aball comply iD aood faith with their obliptiou 
acllr th9 pner.tly recopUzod prlncipla and rub of inter­
nadoaal law with relptet to the maintemnco of iDtuDational 
JIMCll &Del 19CUJ'ity, &Dd aball endeavour to make the United 
Nadoaa llC\lrlty 1Y1tem bued on tho Charter more e1fcctivo. 

Nodaiq In tho foreaolA1 parasrapba aball be construed u 
enlarlilll or dlm!nflhlq In any way tho acope of tho pro­
vlliom Of the Cbarter C011CCrnio1 cues in which tho UIC 
al force la lawful. 

Tiu prlnclp/I tlwlt St.ttl 11wlll 1ettlt their ltUtrnatfcnal db­
Pf'I•• by pt«tf1'1 mHru In ~h o manner that in'417U1· 
tloMI PftC• and 1«:1'rily and Jratlct are not tndlln1tred 

BWl1 State eJi.u tetllo ita international dbputes with 
otbor Statea by peaceful meana In 1Ucb a m&DDer that in­
e.ul1ooal peace and eecurlty and juatice are not en­
danpnd. 

Stat.el llWI accord.lqly 1eet early and jlllt eettlcmcnt of 
tbllr lntematloaal dlaputee by ne1otiation, inquiry, media· 
don, ooadliat.lon, arbitration, judicial aettlemcnt, reaort to 
reslonal lllllllCiee or arru,ementl or other peaceful meau 
of their choice. In IO"..kins IUCh a ICttlcmeot the parties 
lbail a,rM upon IUch peaceful means u may be appropriate 
to tbe clrcumetancea and nature of tho dispute. 

Tbo partlot to a dispute have the duty, in the nent of 
fai1ur. to rOKh a IOlutlon by any one of the above peaceful 
meam, to continue to Met a aettlement of the dispuw by 
odllr peaceful meam asreod upon by them. 

S..tta pardee to an International dispute, u well u other 
Stat-. aball refrain from any action which may auravate 
the lituatloo. IO u to endanaer the maiotenanoe of inter· 
natloaal peace and eoc:urity, and aball act in accoroance with 
tbe JIUl'POlll• &Dd prillCfplea of the Uoiled NatioDL 

lnteniatioaal diaputea lhall be settled 011 the basil of the 
IOYOrelJn equality of Statea and in accordance with the 
principle of frec choice of meam. Recou.aw to, or ICCeptaoce 
al, a eettlemellt )ll'occdure freely asreed to by Stales with 
reprd to exlatlna or future disputes to which they are parties 
lhall not be reprded u incompatible with sovereip equality. 

Notblo1 In tho forecoina pangrapbs prejudices or 
doropa.es from tho applicable provisions of the Charter, in 

particular those rclatina to the pacific aettlemen.t of inter· 
national diaputes. 

The principle conc•r1lin1 the duty not to iflltrvtn• In rruztttn 
within ,;,.....aom•stic jurisdiction of any Stall, In accord· 
anct wfth lht Cluirttr 

No State or aroup of State:\ bu the riaht to intervene, 
directly or indirectly, for any reason whatever, in the interJllll 
or external &train of any other State. Comequently, armed 
illterVeotion and all other forms of interference or attempted 
threats aaainst the personality of the State or aaainat lta 
political, economic; and cultural elements, aie in violation of 
intematlonal law. 

No State may use or eocouraac the uac of ecooomic, 
political or any other type of mcuures to coerce another 
State in order to obtain from it tbe 1ubordination of tho 
exercise of it• sovereian riahta and to aecure from it 
advantages of any kind. Also, no State 1hall orpoiu, uslat, 
foment, finance, incite or tolerate subversive, terrorist or 
armed activities directed towards the violent overthrow of 
the ri1ime of a.notbcr State, or interfere in civil atrifo In 
another State. 

Tbo UM of force to deprive peoples of their natloJllll 
identity constitutes a violation of their inalienable rishll 
and of the principle of non-intervention. 

Every State hu a11 inalienable right to chooee ita political, 
economic, social and cultural systems, without Interference 
In any form by another State. 

Nothin1 in the foreaoina paraaraphs lball be collltnled as 
dectina the relevant proviaiom of the Chaner relatins to 
the maintenance of internatioJllll peaco and ecurity. 

The duty of Statte:r to co-opt!rotte wltli on• anotlur In 
occordanc• with tlu Cliorttr 

States have the duty to ~te with om anotber, 
imtpectlvo of the dllferencea in their political, economle ad 
IOCial 1ystema, in tho varioua 1pherea of international nla· 
tioae, In order to maintain lnternatioJllll peaco &Dd eecurlty 
uid to promote baternatlonal eeonomlc etablllty and ~ 
the seneral welfare of oatlolu and internatloJllll c:o-opera­
tion free from diacrimlnation baaed on 1uch differe-. 

To this end: 
(o) Slate• ahall co-operate with ocher States in tJiio 

maintenance of ioternatioJllll peace and security; 
(b) Statea aball c~perate 111 tbe promotion of univenal 

roapect for, and obeervaocc of, human rishta &Dd fUnda.. 
mental freedom• for all, and In the elimination of .n 
fonm of racial discrimination and all fonm of relicioue 
intoleraDCe; 

(c) State1 ahall conduct· their International relatiom In 
tho economic, aocial, cultural, technical and trade llolcl1 in 
accordance with tho priocfple1 of 1overelp equality and 
DOD-intervention; 

(d) States Members of tho United Nationl have tho duty 
to take joint and acparate action in co-operation with the 
Ullited Natlom in accordance with tbe relevant provlak>al 
of the Charter. 

States ahould co-ope.rate in tho economic, aodal aDff cuJ. 
tural fields u well u in the tleld of acicoce and tecbnoloSY 
and for the promotio11 of internatioJllll cultural and edu· 
cational proarcss. States lhould co-operate in the promotion 
of economic arowth tbrouchont the world, especially that 
of the developinJ countries. 

The principlt of tquo/ rl1ht:r and :rtelf-Uttrminatlon 
of ptopk1 

By virtue ot the principle of equal risbta and eelf-deter· 
mination of peoples enshrined in the Charter of the United 
Nations, all peoples have the riabt freely to determine, 
without external Interference, their political atatu1 and to 
punue their ecooomic, aocial and cultural development, and 
every State bu the duty to reapect thi1 riaht In accordaoce 
with the proviliona of tho Charter. 

Every State bu the duty to promote, through joint and 
aeparate action, realization of the principle of equal riJhta 
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ud ldf-dete:nnination of peoplel, iA ICCOl'duce with the 
provlaioaa of the Charter, and to render uailtanc:e to the 
Uniled Nations iA carryin1 out the re1pon1ibilitiet entruated 
to it by the Cllarter reprdiq the lmplemeot1tlon of tbe 
prillclple, In order: 

(a) To promote friendly relatJooa and co-operation amon1 
&atet; and 

(h) To brina a 1peedy end to colouialiam, baviq due 
reprd to the freely expreaed will of the peoplee coo· 
cuned; 

ud beariq in mind lhlt subjection of peoplel to alien 
1Ubjuption., domination ud exploitation c:omtituta a viola­
doll of the principle, u well u a denial of fundamental 
human rfshta, and ii contrary to the Charter. 

Bvery Slate has the duty to promote throuah joint and 
•perete ICtlon univerul re..,ect for end obterva.nce of 
buman ripts and fundamental freedoms in accordance with 
tbe Cliarter. 

The atablisbment of a aovereip and Independent State, 
the tree auociatioo or intearation with an independent State 
or the emersenu mto any other politica1 status freely 
cleUnnimd by a people C0111titute modes of implcmcntio1 
dlo riaht of ldf«tennin1tion by thal people. 

Ewry State has the duty to refraiA from any forct"ble 
actioa which deprives peoples referred to above iA tbe 
elaboration of the preeent priaciple of their riaht to eelf­
detetmiDation and frciedom and Independence. In their 
ICtioaa asaimt. llld resistance to, l\ICh forcible ICtion In 
punuit of the exercile of their risbt to eelf-detennination, 
ludl peoples are entitled to -k and to rueivc 111pport In 
ICCOl'danco with the purpoeea and principles of tbe Charter. 

Tbe territory of a colony or other Non-Self.OOvemln1 
Territory has, under die Qarter, a atatua tepa.rate and 
dlatinct from the territory of the State 8dminilteriq it; and 
IUCb separate and distinct atatua Wider the Owter ahall 
aiat 1111til the people of the colo111 or Noo-Self..0~1 
Territory bave exerclled their rlsbt of ldf~tion in 
llCXlOCdanoe with the Charter, llld particularly ill pmpoeea 
and princip]a. 

Noth!Da In the foreaoiq parqrapba ahall be COCllUUed 
u autborizlna oc encour&Jlnl aoy action Mlich would ~ 
member or impair, totally oc In put. tbe territorial in­
tasrity oc political unity of IOVeteian and Independent State• 
conductlns tbemlelvea In eompll- with the principle of 
equal riahts and eelf-determlnatlon of peoples u dacn"bed 
above and thm poae-6 of a aovenunent repraendnJ the 
'Whole people belonJln1 to the territory wltbout cliatinctioa 
u to race, creed or colour. 

Every State lhall refrain from any action aimed at the 
pu1i&l or total dilruption of tM utiooal UDity and terri­
torial lnteJrity of any other State or cowitry. 

Tlw principle of 1<1111rd1,. 1q11ality of Stote1 

All SWea enjoy 10YereiJn equality. They ban equal 
rlshll and dutia aod are equal memben of the intmla-
1iooal community, notwithataoclina di1fereDCe1 of an ~ 
nomk:. IOdeI, political or other nature. 

In puticular, eovereian equality includes the foHowiua 
elements: 

(a) Swea are juridlc1Uy equ&l; 
(b) Each State enjoya the riahta inherent in full aover· 

elpty; 

(c) Each State has lhc duty to respect lhe penoullty of 
other States; 

(d) The territorial inteJrity IUld political independeDoe of 
the State are Inviolable; 

(1) l!ach State baa the riaht freely to chooee and de\'eJop 
Its political, IOCial. economic and cultuBI ayatema; 

(/) Each State bu the duty to comply fully and i• sood 
faitb with ill internatioual obliptiooa and to live in peace 
with other States. 

Tiie prlflClple that State• .sliall fulfil lit .,o4 /tlllli tM 
obll1otlol'l.I OU11med by tliem In occordlmc1 wltli tls1 
Clituttr 

Every State bu the duty to flllftl In sood faith tbo 
obliaations uaumcd by it in accordance with the Cbar1er 
of tbe Uniled Natiooa. 

Every State has the duty to fulAI In aood faith ill obU· 
ptiom under the generally recosnized principles and nJ1ee 
of international law. 

Ewery State bu the duty to fulAI in aood faith ita obli­
ptiODI under international qreements valid under the llD­
erally recocni.zed principles and rulel of inlCnlatioaaJ law. 

Wbcn obliptiom arilina under lllternatlonal aancmau 
are in conflict with the obliptiooa of Membera of tbe 
United Natiooa UDder the Charter of the United Nadonl, 
the obliptiooa under the Charter 1ball prevail. 

OUfl!llAL PilT 

2. D1elart1 lhlt: 
In their interpretation and application the above princlplel 

are interrelated and each principle ahould be CODltrued in the 
contut of the other priac:iplea. 

Notbina in thia Declaration aball be eoattnaed u prejudiciDJ 
In IJIY manner the proviliona of the Charter or the rfsbla 
and duties of Member Statea Wider the Charter or tbe riahtl 
of peoplea UDder tbe Charter, tak.iq into account the elabora­
tion of tbeee riJhta in thia Declaratloo. 

3. D1clor11 further that: 
The principle• of die Charter which are embodied in thll 

Declaration coaatitute basic princlplel of international Jaw, 
and comcquently appeals to all Stata to be suided by tbae 
principle1 in their International conduct and to dewlop their 
mutual relationa on the buil of the 1trict obaervanc:e of thele 
principles. 

26.l4 (XXV). Report of the lntenaallonal Law 
Commf•ion 

The GeNral Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the International 

Law Commission on the work of ill twenty-second 
aesaion,1 

Empluuiting the need for the further codification 
and progressive development of International law In 
order to make it a more effective means of hnp)e­
menting the purposes and principles act forth In Articles 
1 and 2 of the Charter of the United Nations and to 
aive increased imponance to its role in relations among 
nations, 

Notfn1 with 80tis/oction that at ita twenty-tCCODd ICllion the International Law Commisaion comt'::! 
ita provisional draft articles on relations between 
and intemational organizations, continued the con­
sideration of matters concerning the codification and 
proareuive development of the intcmatiooal law ~ 
latin1 to 1UCCC11ion of States in respect of tieatiea and 
State responsibility and included in its proaramme of 
work the question of treaties concluded between States 
and international orJanizations or between two or more 
international orpniZations, u recommended by tbe 
General Assembly in l'CIOlution 2.501 (XXIV) of 12 
November 1969, 

Noting fJ.lrther that the International Law Commis­
si<m bu proposed to hold a fourteen-week aeuion iD 
1971 in order to enable it to complete the eccx.ld 
readini of the draft articles on relations between States 

I Ibid., Supplement No. 10 (A/8010/ Rev.I). 
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