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JOINT DECLARATION 
OF THE PRESIDENTS OF UKRAINE AND 

THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION ON THE 
DELIMITATION OF THE MARITIME BOUNDARIES OF THE 

AZOV AND BLACK SEAS AND THE KERCH STRAIT 

Ukraine and Russia deem it important to [handwritten underline] delimit the maritime 

boundaries of the Azov and Black Seas and the Kerch Strait in a spirit of friendship, good-

neighborly relations, and strategic partnership, taking into account the legitimate interests of both 

states. 

They welcome significant progress in their negotiations, particularly as pertains to the 

Kerch Strait, seeing it as a fundamental factor for a comprehensive settlement in this area. 

Both Parties think it desirable, upon reaching an agreement on all the aforementioned areas, 

to enter into a Ukrainian-Russian treaty covering the Azov Sea, the Kerch Strait, contiguous 

territorial seas, the continental shelf, and the exclusive economic zones of both countries on the 

Black Sea. 

The relevant departments of the two countries have been instructed to prepare such a treaty 

for signing. 

The Parties confirm the need to ensure cooperation in the Azov-Kerch water area, including 

the stable operation and development of the Kerch-Yenikale canal, by means of setting up a joint 

Ukrainian-Russian corporation responsible for managing this most reliable shipping artery in the 

Kerch Strait. 

Ukraine and Russia are stepping up bilateral cooperation in the areas of shipping, fishing, 

protection of the marine environment and ecological safety, as well as in other areas, with the aim 

of completing work on the relevant treaties. 

Yalta, July 12, 2012 

President of Ukraine 

V.F. Yanukovych

[signature]

President of the Russian Federation 

V.V. Putin

[signature] 

TRANSLATION

UA-95


	Previous Document



