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MIHICTEPCTBO 3AKOP,L(OHHHX CIIPAB YKPAIHH 

M1HicTepcTBO 3a1<0p.UOHHMX cnpas Yt<paJ°HH Blilcnos1110c 
piUl)"'ll1ii rrpoTecT npoT11 tte3aKOHHHX 3Yfllil'HOK Pocii1cb1<01-0 
CDe.uepauic1-0 cy.ueH B A30BChKOMy Mopi Ta KeptteHCbKi'H npo-roui , HKi 
ap.srMyIOTb .no a6o 3 nopTiB YKpa"iHH. Iloq11Ha10q11 3 29 Ksirllif 20 18 
p o1<y, 3ri.UHO 3 i ttq)Op MauiE:JO, Ha»BHOJO y MitticTepCTBa, MiHiM)'M 150 
cy.ueH, 5!Ki np.srMyBaJIH .uo nopTiB MapiynOJrn a6o Eep.zvrncbKY, 6yntt 
3ymu -1eHi y K epqeHcoKia rrpoToui a6o A30BCbKOMY MOpi cy.uHaMJ.1, 
ni,D,3BiTHMMl1 Poci~cbI<iH <I>e.n.epauii". Y 6araTbox anna.rr,Kax cy.n.tta 
6yJTH n i.rur.aHi YHCJleHHHM 3ynHHKaM Ha ·1xHI:iOMY illJUIXY Ta /a6o 
nosepTaf0411Ch 3 UHX rropTiB, 11(0 Mano Hacni)J.KOM 3Ha4Hi 33TpHMKH 
Ta cynyTtti eKOHOMiqtti 3611TIG1. B Y Kpa"itt11 He Mae i1-Hpopirnui"i, mo 
cy.nHa, 51Ki npSIMYIOTh .uo Pocii1cbKHX nopTiB B A3oscbKOMY Mopi, 
nitJAalOThC$l aHanori1.1HwM 3yrrMHKaM Poci licbKHMH cny)f<6aM1L 

Ifii' Poci i1.cbKOi" cJ>e.uepauii" e rpy611M rropyrneHH5!M npasa Ha 
cso6o,ll.y cy,nHOTIJiascTaa, rapaHTOBaHoro KoHBeHr..\i eFO OOH 3 
MOpCbKoro npaBa. 3a KoHseHI.l,ie10 OOH 3 MopcbKoro rrpaaa 
Pocii1cbKa <I>enepaui.H 306os'n3arra He 3asa)1<aT11 a6o He 
nepelllKO)l.)K8TH TpaH3HTHOMY rrpoxo.n:y qepe3 ML>KHapOJJ.HY npOTOKY 
.no oopTiB A30BChKOro MOp51 B YKpa"iHi. PociHCbKa c:t>e.uepau.i5! TaK01t:< 
1-1e Mae npasa nepelllKO.ll.>Kan1 Hasiraui·i B Tep11TopiaI1hHOMY Mopi 
YKpai'HH s Kep11eHCbKiH npoToui 1rH s "Ii TepHTopianhHOMY Mopi a6o 
Bl1KmOt.1Hif1 eKOflOMiqHii1 30Hi B A30BCbKOMY MOpi. JJ:11c1<p11.MiHauii1rni 
3yrr11HKl1 Pocii1cbKOIO <l>e.n.epauieFO cy,neH, HKi np5IMYl-0Th .n.o nopTiB 
A30BCbKoro MOp51 s YKpa"iHi, cynepel'..JaTb u11M ocHoson ono){<HVIM 

306os'513aHHSIM 3a KoRaeHuiem Ta nepelliKOJJ.>KaK>Tb s111<op11cTa1nno i 
aono.n.iHHl-0 YKpai"HolO Ti MopcbKMMH nopTaM11, TepHTopianbHYIM 
MOpeM Ta BliKJll-OY.HOI-0 eKOHOMl'LJHOT-0 30HOl-0. 

IlepemKo.n11 Pocii1cbKOi. <I>e.n.epaui"i cy.n.1-raM, 51K i npHMYI-OTb .no 
yKpa"iHChKHX n:opTiB, He Mal-OTh 3aKOHHO"i MeTvr, rrpoTe, CKOpiwe 3a 
see, Bl1)l.alOTbC51 cnp51MOBaHI1Ml1 Ha 3aB,UaHH51 eKOHOMi~Ho"i UJKOJJ.11, 

y3yprraui10 npaB YKpai"HH 5IK np116epe>KHoi" .uep)KaB11 Ta nornH6JieHH5l 
crropy MDI< CTopo1-rnMH., $1Kl1M B)J(e po3rm1JJ,aE:TbCS1 B Mi:>KHapo.nHoMy 
Tp~6yHani, CTBopeHoMy si.unosi,ntto .a;o ,[(o.uaTKY VIT OOH 3 

M inicTepcTBO 3aKOp.[(OHHHX CnpaB 
PociitchKo'i <J>e.uepaui'i 
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MopcbKoro npasa. HasiTh 5IKW.O PociMChKa <f>e,D.epaui.si Mana 
rrpaBOMlpHy MeTy, BOHa 6yrra 6 3060B

1
.SI3aHa .ll.OTpM.MysanIC5f . . 

.Ll,OCTYTIHHX MDKHapo.rwo-rrpaBOBHX KaHams .L1,JHJ Bl.lJ:CTOIOBaHHH 
3a51BJleHOl Menr, a He B 0.L1,HOCTOpOHHbOMY nop51JJ:KY 3YTIYIH51TH" cy .L1,Ha 

3i csoi"x BJTaCHI1X npH1lHH niJJ, 1..J.ac 3.L1,iHCHeHH}l Hl1MH 3al<OHHOro 

TpaH3HTHoro npoxo,IJ.y. MitticTepcTBO 3aKop.n.oHHHX cnpas YKpai·HH 
s11Marae, ru;o6 PociticbKa <De.n.epaui51 rrpMnHH11na uio He3aKOHHY 
.ni5lJlhHiCTh; BOHO TaKO)l{ 3aJlHUiac 3a co6010 rrpaso BMMaraTH 

si.n;noni.n.Horo BiJ:J,IIIKO)lyBaHHJI y Tp1rna10110My ap6iTpa)KHOMY 

npoBO)J.)l(eHHi y si.nrrosi.nHocTi )lO ,UoJJ.aTKY VU KoRBeHui"i OOH 3 

MOpCt.Koro npasa. 
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[State symbol of Ukraine] 

THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF UKRAINE 

1 Mykhailivska Square 

Kyiv, 01018, Ukraine 

Tel.: (044) 238 1748; fax: (044) 238 1888 

Email: zsmfa@mfa.gov.ua 

Web: http://www.mfa.gov.ua 

Code EDRPOU 00026620 

August 30, 2018 No. 72/6111-194/601-2351 

To the Charge d’Affairs in the Embassy of 
Ukraine in the Russian Federation 

R.M. Nimchynsky

Regarding delivery of the note 

Dear Ruslan Mykhailovych, 

Attached is the note of the MFA of Ukraine No. 72/23-194/601-2350 of August 30, 2018 

addressed to the MFA of the RF, which expresses the repeated objection regarding unlawful 

stoppage by the Russian Federation of vessels in the Azov Sea and the Kerch Strait that are 

heading to or from the Ukrainian ports. 

We request delivery of this document to the counter party immediately and confirmation 

to the Department of International Law of the fact of delivery. 

Addendum: as mentioned, on 2 pages. 

Sincerely, 

Acting Director [Signed] O.T. Girenko 

K.A. Gipenko, 238 1538 

Kateryna.gipenko@mfa.gov.ua 
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[State symbol of Ukraine] 

THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF UKRAINE 

No. 72/23-194/601-2350 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine strongly objects to the Russian 
Federation’s illegal stoppages of vessels in the Sea of Azov and Kerch Strait 
traveling to or from Ukraine’s ports.  Since 29 April 2018, according to information 
available to the Ministry, at least 150 vessels bound for Mariupol or Berdyansk have 
been stopped in the Kerch Strait or Sea of Azov by vessels reporting to the Russian 
Federation.  In many cases, the vessels have been subjected to multiple stoppages on 
their way to and/or returning from these ports, resulting in significant delays and 
attendant economic losses.  Ukraine is not aware that vessels bound for Russian ports 
on the Sea of Azov are subjected to similarly disruptive stoppages by the Russian 
services.   

The Russian Federation’s actions are a blatant violation of the right to freedom 
of navigation guaranteed by the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.  According 
to the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea the Russian Federation has an obligation 
not to hamper or impede transit passage through an international strait to Ukraine’s 
Sea of Azov ports.  The Russian Federation also does not have the right to interfere 
with navigation in Ukraine’s territorial sea in the Kerch Strait or in its territorial sea 
or exclusive economic zone in the Sea of Azov.  The Russian Federation’s 
discriminatory stoppages of vessels bound for Ukraine’s Sea of Azov ports 
contradict these fundamental obligations under the Convention and interfere with 
Ukraine’s use and enjoyment of its sea ports, territorial sea, and the exclusive 
economic zone.   

The Russian Federation’s interference with vessels bound for Ukrainian ports 
does not have a lawful purpose, but appears to aim at causing economic harm, usurp 
Ukraine’s coastal state rights and aggravate the dispute between the Parties that is 
already pending before the international tribunal constituted pursuant to Annex VII 
of UNCLOS.  Even if the Russian Federation could claim a lawful purpose, it would 
be obligated to pursue the international legal channels available to it to assert that 
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claimed purpose, not unilaterally stop vessels for its own reasons while they are 
engaged in lawful transit passage.  The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 
demands that the Russian Federation cease these unlawful activities; it also  reserves 
its right to seek appropriate relief in the pending arbitration in accordance with the 
Annex VII of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.  

[Stamp of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine]

August 30, 2018 
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