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Haxopnka TeICSIYeIeTUsI: POCCUNCKUe
BOEHHbIE IIOJHUMYT CO JHA JPeBHUM
KOpaoJIb

10:19 07.06.2015

MuMHUCTEPCTBO 0GOPOHBI TOTOBUTCS K ITOABOAHBIM onepauusam. B Kpsimy
Ce/IaHbI HOBbIE apXeoJIOTMYecKue HaXoaKu: GecuieHHbIe apTedakTbl 0GHAPYKEHBI
B XOJie IIOATOTOBKY K 06C/IeOBaHMIO Ha JHe YepHOro Mopst aHTUYHOIO KOpaobiist u
ero YHMKaJbHOIO Ipy3a.

MunucrepeTBo 060POHBI TOTOBUTCS K IIOABOAHBIM onepanusaM. B Kpbimy cresans
HOBBIE apXE0JIOTHYECKUE HAXOAKU: OeclieHHbIe apTedaKThl 0GHAPYKEHBI B XO/I€
MOZITOTOBKY K 00CI/IEIOBAHUIO HA IHE YepHOT0 MOPS AaHTUYHOTO KOPabJIs U €ro
YHHUKaJIbHOTO rpy3a. OHuU ObUIH HaliZIeHb! aliBepaMu Ki1yba ri1y60KOBOAHBIX
uccIenoBaHui « POCTOB-/1aiiB» BECHOM 3TOTO rozia.

l».KapTunka

«3a BpeMsi Halllei SKCIEIUIUN MbI y2Ke Haluu 6oJiee 150 00beKTOB. M1 OZ1iH U3 HUX —
KopabJib, CXOKUI C TEM, UYTO Mbl OOHAPYKWIH B HaYaje Masi. Bosbiie moka Hu4ero
€OO0IIUTH He MOTY. X04Uy TOJIBKO BBIPA3UTh OTPOMHYIO 6J1arofiapHOCTh MUHHCTEPCTBY
060pOHBI 32 GecIieHHy0 IIOMOIIb B Hallel paboTe, Kak u «PycckoMy reorpaduaeckomy
001eCTBY », - 3a5BUJI B UHTEPBbBIO TEJIEKOMIIAHUN «3Be3/1a» PYKOBOAUTEID KIIyba
1yGOKOBOZHBIX HccIeioBaHul «PocToB-/1aiiB» PomaH JlyHaes.

B nmouckax cokpoBuiy

Tenexanain «3Be3zna» crai nepsbiM CMHU, koTOpoMy coo01uIu 06 3ToM
HeIIoCpeZICTBEHHBIE YIaCTHHKH SKCIIeIUINHU, KOTOPas IIPOXOJUT IIPU YIaCTHU
MununcrepcTBa 060poHbI Poccuu 1 ieHTpa HOABOAHBIX HCCIe0BaHui Pycckoro
reorpacduveckoro obmecrsa (PTO).

BoT 4TO COOOIIMT HAM B AKCKJIIO3MBHOM MHTEPBBIO M3BECTHBIH ITO/{BO/IHBIIA apXe0JIorT,
KaHJU/JAT UCTOPUYECKUX HayK Bukrop Jlebequnckuil: « Mbl IPUHSAIN PeLlIeHue
cOOOIIKTE O HOBBIX Haxo/[Kax B UepHOM Mope B cepezanHe uioHs. Ho st mory Bam
oduIaIbHO 3asBUTD, YTO B XO/i€ Pa3Be/IKH aKBATOPUH B paiioHe BaakiaBbl, Hallel
KOMaH/I0¥ ObUIN Haii/ieHbl HOBbIe apTedakThl. [OBOPUTH 00 X HCTOPUYECKOH [IEHHOCTU
¥ COCTOSTHUM CJIMIIKOM PaHo. MbI ObI He X0TesH «3aberaTh BIepes JIOLIaiu», HO HOBbIE
OTKPBITHSA C/IeJIaHBI.
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ls.KapTunka

HauwuHas ¢ 15 UIOHs, Ch€MOYHBIE IPYIIIIBI TeJleKaHasa «3Be3/a» OyayT IIOCTOSTHHO
HAXOJHTHCS B 30HE [IOMCKOBBIX PA60T Ha UepHOM MOpe U PerysisipHO CO00LIaTh O X0e
«PyccKoii TOABOAHO-MCCIIEI0BATEILCKON HKCIIEAUIUI» - 3TO HALI HOBBII
TeJIeBUBUOHHBIN poeKT. Munucrpom 060possr PO Cepreem Iloiiry emre 18 deBpais
2015 rojja ObUI yTBEP:KZEH COOTBETCTBYOIINH IIJIaH PabOT SKCIIEAUIUH.

BecHa, BaslaksiaBa: moABOAHOE Yy0

PaHHUM yTpOM 7 Mas 2015 ToZia HelloAasIeKy oT baslakiaBsl /iBa HBIPSUIBINYKA U3 KIyOa
«PocToB-faiiB» morpysuiach Ha IryouHy 82 Merpa. 9ro 6putn Poman JlyHaes u Ajiekceit
BaxkuHCKMH.

.
le.KapTuaka

«K 3TOMY TOTPY>KEHUIO MBI TOTOBHUJIUCH LIEJIYIO Hee 0. Bee o6opymoBanue GbL10
[IPOBEPEHO U [IEPENPOBEPEHO. BBICTABUIIN «SKOPb» - TO €CTh KOMIIPECCHOHHYIO JIOBYLIKY
- B3s1H ¢ cO00M MOIIHBIH cBeT. Touka morpy»keHus 6plia onpezesieHa HaMu abCoTI0THO
TOYHO, II03TOMY MBI OKa3aJIFCh BCETO B TPEX MeTpax OT KopabJisi. CHauasia Mbl yBU/IETH
OuepTaHUs 3aTOHYBIIEN rajepbl. MHE cpasy CTajo sCHO, UTO KOpalbJieKpylleHne
MIPOM30IIIO B Hayase Haulel 3pbl. Mbl ¢ CepreeM IOBECHIIN CTPOOOCKOIIBI 1
OTIPaBUJIMCH HA KOpabsib. YBUzeau aMmbOopbl U MIIMAHTOYTHI, BCE B LIEJOCTH 1
coxpanHoctu! Brieuatsienue HezabpiBaemoe. MbI 110/103peBaJIN, YTO BCE TaK U Oy/eT, TaK
KaK 10 9TOro Buzieu amdopsl Ha TUAposIoKkaTope. [1o BOZo! MBI IPOOBLIH 25 MUHYT,
3aTeM IIOAHAJINCH Ha 60pT. HO Tpa/:mm/m, IoXKainu pyKI/I BCEM y‘-IaCTHI/IKaM SKCIIeJUIIH.
Bester; 3a HaMu K KOPaGJIio OTIPABUIIACH BTOPAs TPYIIIA BOAOJIA30B B COCTABE TPEX
YeJIOBEK, OHH TOKE OCMATPUBAJIU TIOJ{BOIHOE Yy/I0 I7IE-TO 25 MUHYT», - pacCKa3al
pykoBoauTenb kiyba «PocroB-naiis» Poman JlyHaes.

Crycku O6bLIH IPOBEZIEHBI HA ITyOuHY 82 MeTpa. O6HapyKeHHBIH 00bEKT HATIOMUHAET,
HCXO7Is1 U3 €r0 Pa3MepOB U OUYEPTAHU, BUBAHTHICKHII KOPabJib, a MOXKET OBITh U He
o/H. Bo3MO3KHO, KOpabJIv 3aTOHYJIU B pe3ysIbTaTe CTOJIKHOBeHUs. Ha MecTe Haxo kU
o6HapyKeHO 6OJIBIIOE KOInYecTBO aMmbop, AaTupyeMbix X-XI BekaMu Halleid 3pbl.
Apxeosiornyeckuil 00bEKT, HCXO/Isl 3 €r0 Pa3MePOB, MOKET CTATh CAMBIM KPYIIHBIM U3
M3BECTHBIX HA CETOAHALIHUM JeHb. Haxo/ika npe/icTaBiisgeT 3HAYUTETbHYIO
HCTOPHYECKYIO U KYJIBTYPHYIO IIEHHOCTb, MOTYT IIOCJIY?>KHTh OCHOBOM 3KCIIO3UIIMK HOBOTO
My3es — «ctopruu MoperyiaBanus YepHOTO MOPs».

.
l#.KapTuaka

«Hara 11es1b - COXpaHUTh OT HE3aKOHHOTO Mo/ibeMa 0GHapy»KeHHbIe apTedakThl. Mbl
[OKA IaYKe HUKAK He «OTMETHJIN» 9TO TPAHUO3HOE COOBITHE, «OTMETUM», KOT/IA
nosiBUTCA My3eii. Jlymaro, 4To 6b110 ObI IPABUIIBHO, €y MUHUCTEPCTBO KYJIBTYPHI
MPHUMET PeIIeH e O ero co3JaHnK B basakiaBe — psZioM ¢ TeM MECTOM, I/ie Mbl HAIILIA
kopabb. Ecyiu My3eii nosiButcst B CeBactorosie, ToKe Oy/1eT IPaBUJIBHO», - TOBOPUT
Jynaes.Ilo MHEHUIO HCCIIe0BATEIIEH, IPEBHEE CY/ITHO MOIJIO MIMETh JIIMHY /0 125
METPOB. YUeHbI€ [I0JIaTaloT, YTO B JJAHHOM CJIy4Yae PeYb MOKET UTHU U O ABYX Cy/ax,
KOTOPBIE 3aTOHYJIM B HEITOCPE/ICTBEHHOM GIM30CTH APYT 0KOJIO Apyra. I1o apyroit
BEPCHH, - 3TH KOPA6JIX TOTHOIIN B Pe3yJIbTaTe CIyIallHOTO CTOJIKHOBeHUsA. YepHOe Mope
BCer/ja «CJIaBUIOCh» CBOMMU IJIOTHBIMH YTPEHHUMHU TYMaHaMHU.

«3a Bce BpeMs uccIenoBaHui B YepHOM MOpe, HaX0/I0K TaKOro MaciITaba 610 TOIBKO
JiBe, OCJIE/IHSS U3 HUX ObLIA c/iesiaHa B 2013 roay. Haxozka aToro roza - TpeTbs 1mo
CUETY, U MBI C YBEPEHHOCTHIO MOKeM FOBOPUTH O TOM, UTO OHA - YHHUKaJbHA . Ha Gopty
CyZHA HaleHbl COTHH aMbOop, MHOTHE U3 HUX IIeJIble - CKOpee BCero, Kopabiib
[epeBO3MJI B HUX Macja, BUHO U 3epHO. CKopee BCero, CyAHO ObLIO TOPTOBBIM, HO U
TOPTOBBIE CyZa B Te BpEMeHa HMeJIH Ha GOPTY BOOPYKEHHYIO OXPaHY, TaK YTO MbI He
HCKJII0YAEeM, YTO HA JIHE MOTYT ObITh OOHAPY>KEHBI U APYTHE IPEAMETHI», - TOBOPUT
ITO/IBOIHBIN apxeoJior Bukrop JleGeiuHCKIA.

Ceiiuac BoeHHbIe, yueHble PO, yuacTHUKH Ki1y6a « POCTOB-#aliB» U apXeoJIoru
TOTOBATCS K IVIyOOKOBOAHBIM paboTaM. FIM IIPEZCTONUT TOYHO YCTAHOBUTD, HAXOIUTCS JIU
Ha JiHe OJIUH WX JIBa KOpabJis, NpUOIU3UTEIbHbII T0/] KPYIIEHNsT M IPUYMHBI THOeTH.

«YauBUTENIbHAS COXPAHHOCTH IPEBHUX COCY/I0OB MIO3BOJISET HAM C/I€JIaTh BBIBOJ O TOM,
YTO MBI OOHAPYKUJIH, TAK HA3bIBAEMBIN, «3aKPBITHIA KOMILIEKC». BEpPOATHO, TOJICTHIH
CJIOH W14, KOTOPBIN CO BpeMEHEM ITOKPBhUI CYAHO, IOMOT COXPaHUTh CaMy rajepy, a
Taxke Bech rpy3. CKopee Bcero, IOBTOPEHUsI 00HAPYKEHH TOL0OHBIX apXe0JIOTHIECKUX
COKPOBHILI, B IPYTUX MOPsiX He OyzeT. B KpacHom u CpeauizeMHOM MOPSX OOUTAIOT
COBEPILIEHHO JIPYTHe OpraHUYeCcKHe MaTepUuasbl. YHUKAJIbHOCTh YepHOTo MOpPs
3aKJII0YAETCs B TOM, YTO 3TO MOPE MUHUMAJIbHOU COJIEHOCTH, [I09TOMY B HEM HET TAKUX
OpraHu3MOB, KaK, HAlIpUMep, YepBb-peBoTouer. Kpome 5Toro, 4epHOMOpCKas BOAA
cJ1aBUTCSA GOJIBIIMM COZIEPKAHIEM CEPOBOZOPO/A, KOTOPBIH NPENATCTBYET Pa3pyIIeHUI0
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apredakToB», - roBopHT JlebeauHckuil. CliennaynuCThl II0JIaraioT, 4YT0 0GHApYKEHHbIE
IIpe/IMeTHl HMEIOT HCTOPHYECKYIO IIeHHOCTh MHPOBOTO MacIuTaba.

Cyna MuHOGOPOHBI yiKe Ha peiije

MuHuCTEPCTBO 000POHBI IOAKIOUMIIOCH K OXPaHE U APYTUM JI€HCTBHUAM, CBA3aHHBIM C
COXpaHEHHUEM YHUKAJIBHOU MO/IBOAHON HAXOAKH Cpasy Hocje 00palleHus PYKOBOIUTEIIS
xi1yba «PocToB-z1aiiB». I3BECTHO TOJIBKO, YTO ceiiuac MPOXOAUT TaK Ha3bIBAEMOe
1000cIIe0BaHe AKBATOPUH B paiioHe Basakiassl. o 15 UioHs Gy/eT MPOUCXOAUTD
yCTaHOBKA BCEX CY/IOB Ha peiijie. A ¢ 15 10 25 MIOHS JOJKHBI HAYaThCs IIOTPYXKEHUs, B
TOM YHCJIE C yIaCTHEM OOUTaeMBbIX II0/[BOIHBIX allllapaToB.

|#~-Kaprunka

Ilo ciroBaM HavaJIbHUKA OT/E1a HHPOPMAOHHOTO obecriedeHus: YepHOMOPCKOTO
doTa, kanuTana 1 panra BsiuecsiaBa TpyxaueBa, MUHOOOPOHBI HAIPABUJIO B PAfOH
«PyccKoi T0/{BOTHO-UCCIIEI0BATENIBLCKOM KCIIEIUIIMK» CBOH JIyUIlIUe CUJIbI: « BoeHHbIE
KopabJIu B 3TOM Ollepanuy 33/1eHiCTBOBAHbI, KOHEUHO Ke, He Oy/IyT. A BOT CienraabHbIe
cyna YpapiieHus IIOMCKOBBIX U CIIACaTeJIbHBIX PA0OT IIOYyYaCTBYIOT. Y BCETO JIMUHOTO
€OCTaBa eCTh OTPOMHBIIT OIIBIT 10 IOKMCKY, OOHAPY’KEHUIO H IIObEMY [IO{BOAHBIX
00bexToB. Eciiu OyzieT IPUHATO PelleHHe O [TO/beMe Ha II0BEPXHOCTh AaHTHYHOTO
KopabJis, st yBEpEH, YTO U 9Ta OIepaIis IPOH/IET YCIIEIIHO. Y HAC YK€ €CTh TAKOH OIIBIT,
mpaeza, KopabJib 3TOT ObUI COBCEM He aHTUYHBIN. Sl TOBOPIO O ObeMe GOJIBIIOTO
[IPOTHBOJIOOYHOTO Kopabiist «OuakoB». HaIu crienuasiincTsl CMOIyT OKa3aTh ZaliBepam
HEOOXOZMMYIO IIOMOIIb B CIy4ae BOSHUKHOBEHUSI HElIPEBU/IEHHBIX 00CTOATEIBCTB Y.

ITomo:xkem, ueM cMoOxkem!

IeHTp HOABOAHBIX UccIenoBaHUi Pycckoro reorpaduyeckoro obmecrsa (LITN PTO)
OKa3bIBAET TEXHUYECKOE COJIEHCTBHE apXeOJIOTHUECKUM HCCIIEI0BAaHUSM B palioHe
Basaksasbl. BoT 4T0 co001IIII 06 STOM TeleKaHaATy «3Be3/1a» UCIIOIHUTETbHBIN
nmupekrop LTI PTO Cepreit ®okun: «I1o 3asBKe Ki1yba «Pocto-/[aiiB» Mbl
MPeZIOCTaBIIIN JJIsI IIPOBE/IEHNSI SKCIIEIUIIH CIIeiyIolee 000py/I0BaHuUe: Ta3bl IS
obecrieueHust MOrpy»KeHuH (resIui, KUCI0poa); COPOEHT AJIst allapaToB 3aMKHYTOTO
[UKJIa; HA/[yBHbIE MELIKH IS II0/rbeMa 00'beKTOB U Ipouee o6opyaoBaHue. [Tomoriy,
KaK FOBOPUTCS, YeM CMOTJIH.

ABTOHOMHAsI HEKOMMeEpYEeCcKas opranusanus « L [eHTp MOABOAHBIX UCCIIENOBAHMIA
Pycckoro reorpaduueckoro obuiecTBa» pelraeT 3aa4yH M0 peaIn3alii IPOeKTOB,
HaIpaBJIEHHbIX HA OPraHU3aIUI0, KOOPJUHALUIO U OCYLIECTBIIEHUE TIOABOIHBIX
[TOUCKOBBIX, ADXEOJIOTUUECKHX U IPYTUX BUJOB UccIefnoBaHui. OHa OCylIecTBIsieT c6op
¥ pacrpocTpaHeHue J0CTOBEPHBIX TeorpapMuecKrX CBEJIEHUH O IIO{BOAHBIX 00 BEKTaX,
OpraHu3aIuIo HauboJIee MOJHOTO IPE/ICTABJIEHHUS U OCBEIIEHS Pe3YJIbTaTOB
MIO/IBO/THBIX UCCJIEIOBAHUM /1T POCCHICKOM 1 3apy0eKHOM 06IIeCTBEHHOCTH,
MOIYJISIPU3ALUI0 UCTOPUU BOEHHO-MOPCKOT0 ¥ MOpcKoro ¢iotos Poccuu.

lchamenca

«MpI nosty4rutu mopydyenue Pycckoro reorpaduueckoro o0uiecTBa 0Ka3aTb BO3MOKHOE
TEXHUYECKOE CO/IEHICTBHE B PEATU3AIINH IOABOAHOMN SKCIIEAUIIUY K OCTAHKAM aHTHYHOTO
kopabJis. Ho HerocpeZicTBEHHOTO yYacT sl B IPOU3BO/ICTBE paboT B KpbIMy MbI He
MPUHUMAaEM. DTUM 3aHUMAIOTCS TOJIHKO YIEHBI IIO/IBOTHOTO IIOMCKOBOTO Ki1yba «PocToB-
JaiiB» u crisl ¥ cpefcra Munucrepersa 060ponsl Poceun. K coxxanenuo, B BUy cBoei
obecrieqnTesbHON (DYyHKIIMH, MBI He 00J1a/1aeM IIOJIHOU U aKTyaIbHOU MH(MOpManuei o
xo/1e paboT, OZJHAKO PyKOBOACTBO 1eHTpa BBIpasKaeT HaflexkK/[y Ha YCIIEIIHOe 3aBepIIeHHe
JIAaHHOM HKCIIETUITIH ¥ TOTOBO OKAa3aTh IIO/IIEPKKY B PEIIEHHH JII0OBIX BOIIPOCOB,
BCTAIOIUX Ha IyTH K ee OKOHYAHUI0», - TOBOPHUT Cepreit GOKMH.

Astop: Oner I'oproHOB

®oto: «PocroB-maiip» W
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CTpaHHoe CHsiHNe 3aMeyeHo B Hebe
Hap, Jluneukom n BopoHexem
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Discovery of the Millennium: Russian Military to Recover Ancient Ship from Seafloor
10:19 a.m. June 7, 2015

The Ministry of Defense is preparing for underwater operations. New archaeological
discoveries have been made in Crimea: priceless artifacts were found during preparations for
an inspection of an ancient ship and its unique cargo on the Black Sea floor.
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The Ministry of Defense is preparing for underwater operations. New archaeological discoveries have
been made in Crimea: priceless artifacts were found during preparations for an inspection of an ancient
ship and its unique cargo on the Black Sea floor. They were found by divers of the Rostov Dive deep-
water research club this past spring.

“We have discovered over 150 sites on our expedition. One of them is a ship similar to the one we found
in early May. This is all I can say at this point. Allow me to express tremendous gratitude to the Ministry
of Defense for the invaluable assistance with our work, as well as to the Russian Geographic Society,”
Roman Dunaev, Director of the Rostov Dive deep-water research club, said in an interview with Zvezda
Television.

In Search of Treasures

Zvezda Television became the first media outlet to learn about this directly from the participants of the
expedition staged under the auspices of the Russian Ministry of Defense and the Underwater Research
Center of the Russian Geographic Society (RGS).

Victor Lebedinsky, an underwater archaeologist and candidate in historical studies, granted us an
exclusive interview: “We decided to announce the new finds in the Black Sea in mid-June. Speaking on
the record, | can tell you that our team found new artifacts while exploring the waters in the area of
Balaclava. It is too soon to discuss their historical value or condition. Although we would not like to put
the cart before the horse, we have made some new discoveries.”
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Beginning on June 15, filming crews of Zvezda Television will maintain a constant presence in the
expedition area in the Black Sea and share regular updates as part of our new televised project called the
Russian Underwater Research Expedition. Russian Minister of Defense Sergey Shoygu approved the work
plan for the expedition back on February 18, 2015.

Spring, Balaclava: Underwater Miracle

On the early morning of May 7, 2015, two divers of the Rostov-Dive club descended to a depth of 82
meters not far away from Balaclava. They were Roman Dunaev and Alexey Vazhinsky.

“We spent an entire week preparing for this dive. All equipment was double- and triple-checked. We
deployed a so-called ‘anchor’, which is a compression trap, and brought along powerful lighting fixtures.
We determined the diving point with utmost accuracy, which is why we ended up a mere three meters
away from the ship. The first thing we saw was the outline of the sunken galley. It was immediately clear
to me that the shipwreck happened in the early years of A.D. Sergey and | deployed the strobe lights and
ventured into the ship. We saw amphorae and frame timbers, all of them perfectly preserved! It was an
unforgettable experience. We expected everything to happen this way because we had previously seen
the amphorae on our echo sounder. We spent 25 minutes underwater before returning onboard. True to
tradition, we shook hands with all expedition participants. Another group of 4 divers descended to the
ship after us and inspected it for some 25 minutes,” says Rostov-Dive club director Roman Dunaev.

Divers descended to a depth of 82 meters. Judging by its dimensions and outlines, the vessel resembles
a Byzantine ship or perhaps even more than one. The ships may have sunken as a result of a collision.
Divers discovered a large number of amphorae dating back to the 10" — 11% centuries A.D.

If its dimensions are any indication, this archaeological site could become one of the largest heritage sites
discovered to date. The find has considerable historical and cultural value and can form the core of the
collection of a new museum — Black Sea Shipping History Museum.

“Our goal is to protect the discovered artifacts against unlawful recovery. So far, we have not celebrated
this grand even in any way. We will do so when the museum is launched. | think it would be appropriate
for the Museum of Culture to establish it in Balaclava — next to the site of the discovery. If the museum is
opened in Sevastopol, it will be an equally correct decision,” says Dunaev. Researchers believe the
ancient vessel could have been up to 125 meters long. Scholars believe that in this case we could be
dealing with two ships that sank in the immediate vicinity of each other. According to another version,
these ships sank following an accidental collision. The Black Sea is infamous for its dense morning fog.

“In the history of Black Sea research, there were only two discoveries on this scale. The last of them was
made in 2013. This year’s find is the third in a row. And it is safe to say that it is unique. Hundreds of
amphorae were found in the ship’s hold. Many of them are intact. The ship probably used them to
transport oil, wine, and grain. It was most likely a merchant ship. In those days merchant ships traveled
with armed guards, so we do not rule out finding other artifacts on the seafloor,” says underwater
archaeologist Viktor Lebedinsky.

The military, researchers at the Russian Geographic Society, Rostov-Dive club members, and
archaeologists are currently preparing for deep-water operations. They need to determine reliably the
number of ships on the seafloor, the approximate year of the shipwreck and its causes.

“The incredibly well-preserved ancient vessels make it safe to conclude that we have discovered what is
known as a closed complex. It must be that the thick layer of silt that buried the ship overtime helped
preserve both the galley and all of its cargo. It is unlikely that similar archaeological treasures will be
discovered in other seas. The Red Sea and the Mediterranean Sea are home to completely different
organic materials. The Black Sea is unique in that it has minimal salinity levels and is therefore not
inhabited by such organisms as ship worms (marine borers). Black Sea water is also known for its high
concentration of hydrogen sulfide that keeps artifacts from decaying,” Lebedinsky says. Experts believe
that the discovered artifacts have historical value on a global scale.
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Ministry of Defense Ships Already in the Roadstead

The Ministry of Defense has joined in to provide security and other assistance needed to preserve the
unique underwater discovery as soon as the Rostov-Dive club director contacted them. All that is known
so far is that so-called follow-up exploration of the waters in the Balaclava area is underway. All vessels
will be deployed in the roadstead by July 15. Diving operations are scheduled to begin between June 15
and 25, including with the use of manned submersible watercraft.

According to Viacheslav Trukhachiov, Captain 1%* Rank and head of the Black Sea Fleet information
support department, the Ministry of Defense has dispatched its best forces to the area of the Russian
Underwater Research Expedition: “Of course, no Navy ships will be involved in this operation. Meanwhile,
special-purpose vessels of the Search and Rescue Directorate will be used. All personnel have vast
experience searching for, locating, and recovering underwater objects. If the decision is made to recover
the ancient ship to the surface, I am certain that this operation will be successful. We have similar prior
experience, except that it wasn't an ancient ship. | mean the recovery of the large submarine chaser
Ochakov. Our professionals can offer divers the assistance they may need in the event of unforeseen
circumstances.”

We’ll Help Anyway We Can!

The Underwater Research Center of the Russian Geographic Society (URC RGS) is providing technical
assistance with archaeological research in the Balaclava area. Sergey Fokin, URC RGS Executive Director
is quoted as saying in an interview with Zvezda Television: “We provided the following equipment for the
expedition at the request of the Rostov-Dive club: diving gases (helium, oxygen); sorbent for closed-cycle
apparatus; inflatable bags for retrieval of objects, and other equipment. We helped anyway we could, so
to speak.”

The Autonomous Nonprofit Organization Underwater Research Center of the Russian Geographic Society
is implementing projects aimed at arranging, coordinating, and carrying out underwater searches,
archaeological exploration, and other kinds of research. The center gathers and circulates reliable
geographic data on underwater objects, arranges the most complete presentation and coverage of the
findings of underwater research for the Russian and international communities, popularizes the history of
the Navy and merchant fleets of Russia.

“We were instructed by the Russian Geographic Society to provide all kinds of technical assistance with
arranging the underwater expedition to the wreckage of the ancient ship. However, we are not directly
involved in the operations in Crimea. This part is handled exclusively by members of the Rostov-Dive
underwater research club and personnel of the Russian Ministry of Defense with their resources.
Unfortunately, in light of our supporting role we do not have the complete and up-to-date information
about the progress of work. However, Center management is hopeful that this expedition will be success
and is willing to provide assistance with addressing any obstacles on the way to its completion,” says
Sergey Fokin.

Author: Oleg Goryunov. Photos courtesy of: Rostov-Dive
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