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3aaBiaenue MU/l Poccun

Poccuiickas @eneparusi ceppe3HO 00ECIIOKOCHA B CBS3H C MPOIOJDKAIONINMHUCS TMOMBITKAMH
YKpauHbl 000CTPUTH CUTYyalnio B A30BCKOM Mope. OdepeiHOe HarHeTaHUue HANPsHKEHHOCTH MEKITY
Poccuell 1 YkpanHOU IPENSATCTBYET BOCCTAHOBIICHUIO JBYCTOPOHHUX OTHOILIECHWM, IPOTHUBOPEYUT
MHTEpECaM PErHOHAIIBHONW U MEXTyHApOTHON O€30IMacHOCTH.

Poccus coxaneer, uro koH(poHTaIMOHHBIN Kypc KueBa Ha necTaOMIM3aIMIO POCCHUICKO-
YKPauHCKHUX CBS36H HAXOIUT MOANEPKKY Y psifia TOCYIapCTB, BKIIIOYasi CTPaHbI-wIeHb! EBporenickoro
COI03a.

Poccus pemmrensHO OTBEpraeT ato0bie 0OBUHEHUS B CBOW a/ipec OTHOCUTENIBHO arpeCCUBHBIX
Y HE3aKOHHBIX JEeHCTBHI B A30BCKkOM Mope U Kepuenckom mposrBe. C MOMEHTa BOCCOCIMHEHHUS
Pecniy6onmuku Kposim 1 r.CeBacromnosisi ¢ Poccueid, 3Tu TeppUTOPUH COCTABIISIOT HEOTHEMIIEMYIO YacTh
Poccuiickoit @enepannu, KOTOpas B COOTBETCTBUHU € MEXIYHAPOIHBIM IIPABOM OCYIIECTBISET CBOI
CYBEPEHUTET, CYBEPEHHBIE NpaBa U IOPUCAUKIMIO B MOPCKHUX NPOCTPAHCTBAaX, MPHUJIETAIOIIUX K
KpeiMckomy mnomyoctpoBy. I[lpoBoaumbie TaM MepoONpuATHS COOTBETCTBYIOT MEXKAYHAapOJHOMY
NpaBy, HampaBleHbl Ha oOecreyeHHe HAlMOHAIBHON OEe30MacHOCTH W COpa3MEpHbI yrpos3am,
UCXOJAIIMM OT SKCTPEMHUCTOB, B TOM YHCJI€ YKPAaUHCKUX, B aapec Poccum.

A30BCKOe Mope — BHYTpeHHHE BOJbl Poccum m YkpawHbl, e CBOOOJOW CyIOXOJICTBA
IIOJIB3YIOTCA TOJIBKO POCCUICKUE U YKpauHCKuUe cyna. KepueHCKUi poJInB HUKOI' 1A HE SABJISIICS U HE
ABIIAETCA MeXAyHapoAHbIM 110 cMmblcay Konsenuuu OOH no mopckomy npaBy 1982 r., u k HEMY He
MPUMEHUMBI TPeOOBAHMUS O MPaBe TPAH3UTHOTO HIJIM MUPHOTO MTPOXOAA 11 HHOCTPAHHBIX CYJIOB.

OcymectBisiembie beperosoit oxpanoii [Torpanuunoii ciyx0661 ®Ch Poccun npoBepku cynoB
B A30B0-KepueHckoit akBaTopur 000CHOBAHBI U IPaBOMEPHBI. Y BeIMUYCHHE UX yucia ¢ anpesns 2018
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HKCIUTyaTaluio MepBoil ouepean KppIMCKOTO MOCTa, a HE jKEeJTaHHEeM OKa3aTh MOJUTHYECKOEe JINOO
SKOHOMMUYECKOE JaBJICHHE Ha YKpauWHy, KaK 3TO IBITalOTCs NpeacraButh B Kuese, BammHrrone u
bproccere.

JleficTBHsSI POCCHIMCKUX IMOTPAHUYHUKOB HE HOCAT JUCKPUMHMHALIMOHHOIO Xapakrepa. 48%
cynoB (720 u3 1492), ocMoTpeHHBIX B ampesnie-okTsaope 2018 r., mpocieoBaiu B POCCHIUCKHAE TOPTHI
WK U3 HUX. Borpeku 3asBiaeHnsaAM Y KpauHbl, Cy/ia 10/l POCCUICKUM (I1aroM TakkKe HHCIIEKTUPYIOTCA.

[Monasnsromnee ynciao nposepok (93%) ocyiiecTBisieTcs: B MECTax SKOPHBIX CTOSTHOK Ha BXOJIE
B KepueHnckuii nponuB co cTopoHsl YepHOro miam A30BCKOIO MOped B MOMEHT (hOPMHPOBAHUS
KapaBaHOB JyIsl TpoBoAKHU cynoB 1o Kepub-Ennkansckomy kanany (KEK). Ilpu aTom camu ocMOTpBl,
KaK MpaBUIIO, HEe MPEBBILIAIOT TPEX YacOB. BpeMeHHbIE MOTEPH YaCTO CBSI3aHBI C OCOOBIM MOPSIKOM
wiaBanuss 1o KEK, o00ycinoBieHHBIM e€ro  crnenupuuecKuMH TrabapuTaMu, CIOKHBIMU
THUIPOMETEOPOJIOTMUECKUMH 1 HABUTAlMOHHBIMM YCJIOBUsSMU. B camom A30BCckOM Mope cyna
OCTaHAaBJIMBAIOTCS AJI1 OCMOTPA OTHOCUTENBHO PEAKO U TOJIBKO ITPU HAJTMYUH BECKMX OCHOBAaHUM.

Bonpexku 3assnenusm Kuesa n bproccens, Poccusi He HapaliuBaeT BOEGHHOE NPUCYTCTBUE B
A30BcKkoM Mope. Jl1cIonpoBaHHbIE TaM CHJIBI B OCHOBHOM MCIIOJIB3YIOTCS 17151 OXpaHbl KpbIMCKOro
MOCTa.

JeticTBus ke YKpauHbI, KOTOpas 00bsIBUIA O CO3JaHUU BOCHHO-MOPCKOM 0a3bl B bepasHcke
U CHCTEMaTHYECKH 3aKpbIBACT OTHCJIBHBIC paloOHBl A30BCKOTO MOpPsS Ul IPOBEIEHUS
apTUWIIIEPUICKUX CTPENIbO, KaK pa3 ¥ HAaIpaBJIEHbI HA MIUJINTapU3aLHI0 A30BCKOTO MOPS.

Poccuiickas ®denepanns OTKpbITa K KOHCTPYKTUBHOMY JAMAJIOTy IO CUTyallUd B A30BCKOM
Mope ¥ XoTena Obl IpefocTepedb YKpauHy OT IPOTUBOPEUAINX MEKIYHAPOJAHOMY IIPaBy HOIBITOK
IIEPECMOTPETh HBIHEIIHUNA CTaTyC A30BCKOI0 MOpsl KaK BHYTPEHHMX BOJ JIByX CTpaH. B 3Toli cBs3n
npusbiBaeM KueB Bo3zmepaTbcs OT JIIOOBIX aBaHTIOpP, HAMNPABICHHBIX Ha OJHOCTOPOHHEE
YCTaHOBJIEHHE FOCYAApCTBEHHOM rpaHULbl B A30BCKOM MOpe, KOTopyto Poccust He npu3HaeT.

Poccuiickas @enepanns npeaynpekaIacT, 4TO OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 32 BO3MOYKHOE JajbHEUIIEe
oboctpenue curyauuu B A30Bo-KepyeHCKOH akBaTOpHM JIOKHUTCA Ha YKpaumHy M TOCYIapcTBa,

MNOAACPIKUBAIOIIHEC €C ITPOBOKAIIMOHHLIC I[GﬁCTBHSI.
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Foreign Ministry statement

The Russian Federation is seriously concerned about Ukraine’s continued attempts to aggravate the
situation in the Sea of Azov. The latest act of fomenting tensions between Russia and Ukraine is
hindering the restoration of bilateral relations and contradicts regional and international security
interests.

Russia regrets that Kiev’s confrontational policy of destabilising Russian-Ukrainian relations has been
supported by some countries, including EU members.

Russia roundly rejects any accusations of aggressive or illegal actions in the Sea of Azov and the Kerch
Strait. Since their reunification with Russia, the Republic of Crimea and the City of Sevastopol have
been an integral part of the Russian Federation, which exercises its sovereignty, sovereign rights and
jurisdiction in the maritime areas adjoining the Crimean Peninsula in accordance with international
law. Russia’s actions over there are consistent with international law, intended to protect its national
security, and proportionate to the extremist threats to Russia, including the threats from Ukraine.

The Sea of Azov is the internal waters of Russia and Ukraine, where only Russian and Ukrainian
vessels enjoy the freedom of navigation. The Kerch Strait is not and has never been an international
waterway as per the spirit of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (1982), and therefore any
claims concerning the right of transit or innocent passage for foreign vessels are inapplicable in the
strait.

The inspections of vessels conducted by the Coast Guard of the FSB Border Service in the Sea of Azov
and the Kerch Strait are legitimate and justified. The increase in the number of these inspections since
April 2018 is due to the need to tighten security in the Kerch Strait following the opening of the first
stage of the Crimean Bridge, rather than to the desire to put political or economic pressure to bear on

Ukraine, as per an interpretation presented by Kiev, Washington and Brussels.
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The Russian Coast Guard’s actions are not discriminatory: 48 percent of the vessels they inspected
between April and October 2018, or 720 out of 1,492 vessels, were transiting to or from Russian ports.
Contrary to what Ukraine says, the Russian Coast Guard also inspects ships flying the Russian flag.
The overwhelming majority of inspections — 93 percent — are conducted at the anchoring grounds
located near the entrance to the Kerch Strait from the Black Sea or the Sea of Azov at the time, when
sea convoys are formed for transiting the Kerch-Yenikale Canal (KYC). As a rule, these inspections
do not exceed three hours. Any possible loss of time is due to the specific procedure for sailing via the
Kerch-Yenikale Canal, its size and complicated hydrometeorological and navigation conditions.
Vessels are rarely stopped for inspection in the Sea of Azov and then only for compelling reasons.
Contrary to statements made in Kiev and Brussels, Russia is not building up its military presence in
the Sea of Azov. Russian armed forces deployed there are mostly used to guard the Crimean Bridge.
Meanwhile, the actions taken by Ukraine, which has announced a decision to set up a naval base in
Berdyansk and systematically closes off some areas in the Sea of Azov for artillery live fire exercises,
are leading to the militarisation of the Sea of Azov.

The Russian Federation is open to a constructive dialogue on the situation in the Sea of Azov and
would like to warn Ukraine against any attempts, in violation of international law, to revise the current
status of the Sea of Azov as the internal waters of Russia and Ukraine. In this connection, we urge
Kiev to refrain from any reckless actions to unilaterally delineate a new state border in the Sea of Azov,
which Russia will not recognise.

The Russian Federation is warning everyone that the responsibility for possible further aggravation of
the situation in the Azov Sea-Kerch water area lies with Ukraine and the states that support its

provocative actions.





