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YBaxaembiii Jleonua Jlannnosuu,

B nyxe cnoxuBlueiicsi MpPakTHKM — JOBEpUTEIbHOro oOMeHa
MHEHHAMH [10 KJIIOYEBbIM BOIIpOcaM IBYCTOPOHHHX OTHOLUEHMH CYHTAO
HEOOX0AHMBLIM O0paTHTLCs k Bam 1o noBoay MOJOXKEHHS ded Ha SIBHO
3aTSHYBLIMXCSl POCCHHCKO-YKPaHHCKHX eperoBopax O NpaBOBOM CTaTyce
A3zosckoro mopsi 1 KepueHckoro rnponuaa.

Poccuiicko-ykpanHckass 10roBOpeuHoCcTb Ha BbICWIEM YPOBHE O
coxpaHeHun 3a AzoBo-KepueHckol akBaTopueil ocoboro craTyca
BHYTpeHHUX BoA Poccuu n Ykpautibl Oblila moaATBep)kAeHa B XoAe HallueH ¢
Bamu 6eceasi B suBape 2000 r.

OnHako, HECMOTpsl Ha 3TO, B XOJAE II€PEroBOPOB YKpPaHMHCKHE
OKCMEpPTbl HACTOHYHMBO CTPEMSITCSi BHOBb MOCTaBHTh B LIEHTP OOCYMCEHMUS
BOMpPOC O [MpPOBEAEHHUM MOJHOMACHITAOHOH MOpPCKOH rocrpaHuiibi,
pazfensionieil akBaTOpPHIO Ha ABa OTAEJbHBIX CEKTOpA.

Xoten Obl 0cobO MOAUEpPKHYTb, HYTO B A30BCKOM MOpE I
KepueHckom nmponuBe He JOMDKHO ObITb rocrpaHuubl MO BOJAHOM
nosepxHocTH. Ee npoBenenue, kak Mbl ¢ Bamu 00 3TOM HEOMHOKpATHO
TOBOPHIIH, HEM30EKHO NMPHUBENO Obl B MPABOBOM OTHOLUEHHH K MPHAaHHIO
A30oBY xapaKTepa MeXAyHapOoAHBLIX BOJ M, KaK CIeACTBHE, - K yTpaTe Tam
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Poccuell 1 YkpanuHo# cBOMX HCKIIOUHTENBHEIX NpaB. YBepeH, UTo TaKoi
BAPHAHT HH Bac, HH Hac y~TpoHTb He MoxeT. VMMeHHO mnosTomy MmmbI
BLICTYNaeM 3a CKopelllee IOpHAHYECKOe 3aKpenjeHHe 3a  As30BoO-
Kepuenckoll akBaropued cTaTyca BHYTPEHHHX BOJA JABYX HAlLHX
rOCylapCcTB H, COOTBETCTBEHHO, HCTOPHYECKH CJIOXKHBLUETOCS peXHMa
COBMECTHOrO HCMoJb30BaHus akBaTopHH Poccueit u Ykpaunoii.

B co3naBlueiicst cutyauuu, yuHThIBas B TOM 4HCJe HEOOXOAHMOCTb
MpHAATh  HOBbIH  HMIYJILC TMEPErOBOPHOMY MpoLECCY, MNpeasarato
o(pHLMANBbHO  MOATBEPAMTL HAa YPOBHE T[NaB rOCYyJapCTB  paHee
COrNacoOBAHHYIO HaMH MO3MLHMIO MO A3oBo-Kepuenckoii aksatopum. B
MPaKTHYCCKOM IJIaHe CAeaTh 3TO, M0 MOeMY MHEHHIO, Jiydlle BCero
NpHHAB COBMECTHYIO [Jleknapauuio o cTaTyce AB3OBCKOTO MoOpsi M
Kepuenckoro nponmsa kak BHyTpeHHHX Box Poccum u YkpanHsl 6e3
pasfena akBaTOpPHH I'OCTpaHHLEH, HO C BO3MOXHOCTBIO YCTaHOBJIGHHS TaMm
CricUHansHbIX 30H M paiioHOB HALIHOHATBHOTO KOHTPOJIS.

YBepeH, 4TO 9TOT BaXKHbIH MOJIHTHYECKHIl LIAr yXe NaBHO Ha3pes.
Tem Gosee, yTo 6AM3HTCS K 3aBepLUEHHIO NAPAJIEbHBI NeperoBopH.Iii

npouecc no  AeAHMHTAUHH CYXOMyTHOM rpanuubl. Pewns Bonpochl,

KacaroiliMecst ctatyca A30Bo-KepueHCKOW akKBaTOpHH, MBI MOIJH Obl B
€AHHOM nakere noanucars ¢ Bamu, yBaxaembiii Jleonun JJaHunoBuu,
AOrOBOPHbIE AOKYMEHTbI H 10 CYLUE, H 10 MOPIO.

C yBaXKeHHeM,

B.IlyTun

00699pp 6.07 01 1y M A



RU-68

TRANSLATION

PRESIDENT

OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION
9 July 2001

No. Pr-1236

Moscow, Kremlin

Dear Leonid Danilovich,

Following the established practice of confidential exchange of our views on key issues of
our bilateral relations, I deem it necessary to address you regarding clearly protracted negotiations

between Russia and Ukraine on the legal status of the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait.

The high-level agreement between Russia and Ukraine to maintain the special status of the
Azov-Kerch water area as internal waters of Russia and Ukraine was confirmed during our

conversation in January 2000.

However, despite this, during the negotiations Ukrainian experts are intent on focusing the
discussion on the issue of a full-fledged maritime State border dividing this water area into two

separate sectors.

I would like to emphasize that there must be no State border along the water surface in the
Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait. As we both have repeatedly said, in legal terms it would
inevitably lead to the Sea of Azov becoming international waters and — as a consequence — to
Russia and Ukraine losing their relevant exclusive rights. | am confident that such a scenario suits
neither of us. That is the reason we are for the earliest legal recognition of the status of the
Azov-Kerch water area as internal waters of both of our States, and, hence, of the historically

established regime of shared use of this water area by Russia and Ukraine.

Under the circumstances, particularly in view of the need to give a new impetus to
the negotiating process, | suggest official reaffirmation at the head-of-state level of our
previously agreed position regarding the Azov-Kerch water area. In practice, to my mind, this
could be best done through a joint declaration on the status of the Sea of Azov and the Kerch
Strait as internal waters of Russia and Ukraine without a State border dividing the water area but

with a possibility to establish there special zones and areas under national control.
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| believe that this important political step is long overdue. Especially since the parallel
negotiating process on land border delimitation is being finalized. After settling issues regarding the
Azov-Kerch water area status we could sign with you, dear Leonid Danilovich, treaty documents on

both land and sea as a single package.
Sincerely yours,

[Signature] Vladimir Putin

HIS EXCELLENCY
MR. LEONID KUCHMA
PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE

Kiev





