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TRANSLATION

No. 10949/2dsng

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian
Federation presents its compliments to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Ukraine and has the honor to convey the
following.

In a number of notes the Ukrainian Side notified its
demands to the Russian Side, advancing claims concerning
non-compliance with the UN Convention on the Law of the
Sea of 1982. In particular, it has been alleged that the Russian
Federation infringes on sovereignty, sovereign rights and
jurisdiction of Ukraine over the internal waters, territorial
sea, exclusive economic zone and continental shelf in the
Black Sea and the Sea of Azov. The issue at hand concerned
water areas adjacent to the Crimean Peninsula constituting a
part of the Russian Federation.

The Russian Side perceived, and continues to perceive,
the mentioned claims as an attempt to challenge the
sovereignty of the Russian Federation over the Crimean
Peninsula, since the status of maritime areas is derived from

the status of the land
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to which they appertain. The issues of sovereignty over
the land territory are not the subject of the UN Convention on
the Law of the Sea, thus, such claims of the Ukrainian Side
do not, and can not, have anything to do with this
international treaty.

Nevertheless, for clarification of claims that Ukraine
has, the Russian Federation agreed to participate in
consultations on interpretation and application of the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea. During this meeting,
which took place on 11 August 2016 in Minsk, the Ukrainian
Side read out substantial volume of information concerning
different activities in water areas of the Black Sea and the Sea
of Azov, the great part of it never before having been
presented in the correspondence exchanged between the
Parties for a lengthy period of time.

During the consultations, the members of the Ukrainian
delegation particularly read out information regarding the
resources exploitation activities on the continental shelf,
fisheries, Kerch Strait road-rail bridge construction and
others. The manner of the presentation of this information
excluded any possibility of complete and accurate recording
(the texts were read out too fast and in some cases
indistinctly). The Russian Side asked for this information to

be presented in  writing to study it and
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provide the Ukrainian Side with the corresponding
comments. Having declared its readiness to provide the
information in writing without delay, the Ukrainian Side has
not done it thus far. Furthermore, there followed no
substantive response to the request for respective information
in writing, made two weeks after the meeting in Minsk by the
representative of the Embassy of the Russian Federation in
Ukraine to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine.

The Russian Side strongly requests that the Ukrainian
Side provide in writing information read out during the
consultations. Should the Ukrainian Side have other
information regarding the issues in question, such as, for
example, primary data on the state of marine environment,
the Russian Side also requests to provide such information
for study.

Notwithstanding the above, the Russian Side perceives
that the statements and assertions of the Ukrainian Side with
regard to maritime spaces adjacent to the Crimean Peninsula,
including those voiced during the consultations on August 11,
2016, are in fact based on claims to exercising sovereignty,
sovereign rights and jurisdiction in these maritime spaces.
Such stand can be asserted only and exclusively in
connection with claims to the land territory of the Crimean
Peninsula which is part of the Russian Federation, and in the

course
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of the exchange of views Ukraine clearly confirmed that its
standing is based exactly on such claims to land territory. The
Russian Side notes once again that the UN Convention on the
Law of the Sea does not apply to these claims.

The Russian Side in the spirit of goodwill expresses its
preparedness to discuss with the Ukrainian Side the issues of
carrying out of particular activities, which were mentioned by
the Ukrainian delegation during the consultations, and
expects the information which the Ukrainian Party declared
itself ready to provide.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian
Federation avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine the assurances of its

consideration.

Moscow, 5 September 2016

Coat of arms seal: The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation





