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rfirmless adjective. poet. L16 M1s.
[fram rikm udjective + -Less.)
Unsteady, shitting.

firn o0 noun. m1e.
[Getman hom Old thgh German firn old, rel. to Old Saxon fer
st s tormuerly, Old Norse torn ancient (Swedish en former)
= NEVE

firry >0 adjective. £19
[from e+ v')
Having many firs: of or pertaining o the fir.

first 1.1 adjective. adverb, & noun ordinal numeral).
[4)ldthhxhwlu-\1 Old Fristan fervst, i1, ferst, Old High German
et {ner o prinee, whence German Frast), Old Nosse vt from
Gennanie superl., from Indo-European base also of Latin pvivis,
Greek oo Sanskrit prathama.]
» A adjective. 1 Preceding all others in time, arder. series,
s edrliest in occurrence, existence, et
basicthat s number one in a series: irepresented by 1s1]
ot b Oceurring or presenting itself next alter 4 given
point st tume sespressed or implied). 17
2 toremost or most advanced i position. oe
3 Foremost morank, importance, or excellence. ME.
*b I altivial titles: having precedence over ol others
Mg

U Csstioh, el

i.i 1 S JonnsoN Each of the six first lines of the Mliad might
lose two syllables, T. HarRDY Mr Clare . . whose first wife had
died .. married a second late in life. ScOTT FITZGERALD

I thought of the first sheep [ ever remember secing.

. MurnocH An April evening . . the big trees in first leaf. Day
Lewrs Memories from m{ first two years. G. GorDoN For the
first few years of his working life . . he had had to work every
second Saturday. first conjugation, first declension, ctc.

b MorTiMER Coriins | shalkget back to London by the Rrst
train. 2 OED The first horse in the race. 3 ). Ozerr Courage.
1 General’s first Quality. H. MARTINEAU | was told a great deal
about 'the tirst people in Boston’. b first cellist, first
lieutenant. First Lord of the Treasury. First Sea Lord. first
violin. ctc.

» B adverb. 1 Before anyane or anvthing clse, in ime
rink. serial order, ete. of. »Th Originally. oe-£18
2 Berore another specified or implied 1hing. time,
cvent eteas the first point ina topic. argument. el in
the first place. Me. *b In preference to something else:
rather; more Jikely. tMe.
3 Forthe fsteime, thenand not eavlicr. Me
4 elfipt. Travelling fivst class. L9,
iid 3 Scotr FITZGERALD After greeting Rosemary and her
mather he waited for them to speak first. Proverb: First come.
first served. 2 A. R. PENNINGTON lt is impossibie for the
pries| to renxit the sins of any unless they are first remitted
by Christ. |. BucHAN She could scarcely refuse to give him
breakfast first, ). STEINBECK He . . slipped off first one shoe
and then the other. b BRoOwNING Die? He'lt bribe a gacler or
break prison first. 3 T. Harpy He . . surveyed peeple up and
down when tirst making their acquaintance. G. GREENE I
this story of . . Hunca-Munca . . the unmistakable Potter style
first appears.
» Conoun. 11 The first person or thing ol a vategory.
identitied contextually. as day of the month,
itollowing i proper name) person, esp. monarch or pope.
of the specified name, base in haseball. el Me.
2 Uie first part, the beginning. LME.
3 Heratpry. The tincture first mentioned i oa blazon
M6
“.d TOED He is always the first to find fault. S. Bic
[ was stopped by a second policeman, similar in ail respecrs
10 the first. 2 F. MARRYAT We shall be able to srem the first of
the tloud. . H. LAWRENCE It was wrong from the first ILwas
wrong to begin with.

Sebies, iy

P14 gen A person who or thing which 1s fivst. s,
S music. The highest part of a duet. trio. ete. 118
6 I pl Goods of the best quality. £19
7 A person havingla place inthe first cluss of anexam
marivn: ithe winner of) tivst place ina race ete. Mg
8 A nirstclass compartment, carriage. or secton, ana
[T ete. £20
9 Atinst edition {0l a book). £20.
10 - first gear below. €20
11 The first known or discovered example ol athimga
Hist ostance o oceurrence, esp. of something notable
M20
> 75 seenNpir To gain a First, a Scholasship, . seemed as
difficult a5 scaling some great height. ]. DipioN She took all
the jumping firsts at the . . horse show. 11 1 F. STrakir 'T'm
sorty about rhat, Paul” That made another lirst: they had not
used Christian names before.

Phises etc. after first brush: see BrRUSH noun’ 1. at first at the
beginning at first blush: see 8LusH noun 1. at first brush: ~cc
BRUSH nioun” 1. at the first blush: sec BLUSH noun 1. come in first
win 4 rave double first: sec DOUBLE adjective & adverb. feet first
{ut wath the teet in front: (b coflog. in a cofiin. dead. first and
foremost r1ily) and most inportanrilyl. first and last taking
one thing with another, all i all, from start 1o finssh. first in,

Cfiest out ol asystem of accounting) I which the soods trst
T guened by a company are valued as though they wre the tie o
B sl D compumng designating or pertaining i d procedure m
whia hhe tem removed from a buffer. quenc. ete is alwavs the

widt wsanm, o bed. aher 1sil icosy o see. » hot

T

one thi s been 1o the fongest. first of all beiore gnone ot
anvthing eise. firsdv. first off colog. (orig. 151 at lirst, 1o begin
with. first or last sooncr ov later first past the post ideagnat
gl the winner of an clection by virtae of recenving: the most
snres thingh perhaps not having an absolute majunty fiest up
cofiag. first ot all, atthe Rest avempt, first-wicket partnership: see
wickeT b, from first to last throughout. from the first from
l!lx' beginming. for the first time: sce FOR preposition. head first

iy the head i tront in the first flight see sucm noun'. in the
frxt instance: seo INSTANCE noun. in the first place first. firatly
to hevin with. of the first head. see weaD noun. of the first order
[French st premis ordre] oatstanding. excellent of the first
water. sev WATER noun 101, on first blush. on the first blush: see
8Lusk noun « the first rhe beginning. cven one clementary thing
wianh

Special coflocations & comb.. 1A~ vrdinal Formung compound
ordinal numerals with muluples of 1en. s forty-first igrst:. five-
thousand-and-first 15001st1. vt i\ adjective o first aid help
given o aninjured personantl medical treatment s available),
first-aid post. 4 place where tivst and s available. first-aider o
person trained or skiled 1 tirst aid. first base. e BASE noun'.
first blood: sce 8L00D nuun. first blush: scv BLUSH noun 1. first-
born edjective & nown v adjective thiat 1s born firs. eldest: i noun
one’s irst ar eldest chuld. fiest brush sec BRUSH noun- 1 First
Cause: see CAUSE noun. first chop ¢+ cHop noun . first coat a first
layer of paint ete. first comer 2 first o1 civhest arvival First
Consul: see consul 2. first cost - prime cost < v prIME adjective
first cousin: see CousiN noun 1. first cross the crossing of wo
pure breeds: an oftspring of such @ cross. fiest day i Sunday
esp.amang the Society of Friends: by the tirse day of Lssue of
stamps etc.: (first-day cover sec cover noun'y. first degree spec
(@) the least serious categary of burn, (bt 1he most serious vat
cgory of crime (principal in the first degree: se¢ PRINCIPAL noun
zq). first-degree adjective ta) 108 a burnrattecting onty the epider
mis ibiUS (of murdert premeditired and without mitigating cir
cumstances. first derivative: seo DERIVATIVE noun 3. first edition
the first printed torm i which a book et 1y published: the
whole number ot'copies in this torm: one copy in this form. first
finger rhe tinger next to the (humb. first fleor the Hoor inme
diately above the ground Hoor: § Amer the ground floor. First
Folio: sce Fouo naun. first-foot noun & verb chiellv Scot.y i@y noun
the first person 1w cross the threshold in the New Year: th) verb
intrans. be such 4 person: go on a round of visits s @ New Yol
begins ichietly as first-footing verbol noun. first-footer a person
whao -toots or gaes first-loonng. fiest-truits (as the first prod
ucts of agriculure for the season. esp. as ottered to God. fig. the
tirst results of work ete. thi Hist 2 pavyment to a superior by the
new holder of an office, esp. dan eoclesiastical office. first gear
the lowest or bottem torward gear in a motor vehicle, bicvcle,
ot first-generation odjective 101 a computer: distinguished by
the use of vacuumn tibes and belonging essentudly 1o the period
1945 35. first good sev oo noun. first inTration. first lady the
most important lady: US spec the waie ot the President, or another
appoited woman acting as hostess for hin first language
one's native language. first lesson: sce LESSON noun . first
uguTenant. first light the time when light tiest appears in the
maorning. first line (o, simagyi the line ol Aghring torees or fig
the group ol people who are most advanced or of the highest
natity, First Lord of the Treasury: sec TREASURY first love (the
emotion felt] the first nme vne talls in ove: the person with
whom one falls in Jove for the first time: one's favourite occn
paLon, possession. cte. first mMover first name a person’s per
sondl given or Cheistian name. as opp. to his or her surnanie ton
first-name terms. sufticiently friendly to address vach other by
first names). first-name verb trans. address by Rrst nane. be on
firse-name terms with. first might the 1irst public pertormance
ol a play ete. first-nighter 1 person who artends a first mght or
first nights. first offender an oftender against the law against
whom no previots conviction s recorded  first officer (ar the
mate on s merchant ship; thy the second m command 0 the
captain on an gircrali. first person: sec person noun. first
position (aj music the lowest possille pesition ot the hand on the
finger-hoard of a stringed instument: thy gauer o cisposition of
the body in which rhe legs are together with heels touching, and
the taes are turned out it avight angle, first post: see posT noun’
first quarter: see QUARTER noun <1 first reading the first of three
successive occasians on which o hill must have been presented
o a legislature hefore 1t becomes lawv, permiting 1ts introduc
non first refusal: sec ReFusaL 2. first school 1 primary school
intended for children hetween dhe ages ol s and 8 or 9. First Sea
Lord: sce SEA. First Secretary: see SECRETARY noun. first sergeant
US the highest ranking non-contmssioned officer in 4 company.
first sound: sec SOUNO noun-. first starey ce STOREY noun. first
strike an aggressive attack with nuvlear weapons hefore their
use hy the enewy. first string: sec STRING noun. first thing iai the
most clementary or rudimentary thing itreq. in not know the
first thing abouty: ib) adverb 1coflog ) Letore anything else: iei first
things first, the most tmportant Mings before any others. fiest-
time buyer a person seeking 1o by home who has not previ
vusly owned one and <o has none tosell first-timer a person
whao does or 1 something {or the first tme. First War = First
World War sv. woRwD. first water: sce WATER noun 1o, First
World 1a) Hist. the 15 and USSR b the developed countries
apart from the dormesy Commainst bloc First World War: sce
WORLD noun.

u firstness noun LME

first class (>:510 'Klus: as adieciive aise tositklas noun
phr., adjective, & adverb. As adjective & adverh usu. first-
class. 115,
[from FIRST adjective + cLASS noun.|
» A noun phr. The first {usu. the highestr of 4 series of
classes into which people or things are grouped: a set of
people or things grouped togethey ds betrer than others:
the best accommeodation n 4 wrain, boal. aireraft. ete.:
mail given preferential trearment: a compartment of a
rrain et offering the best accommeodation: fa person
saw, L mun, o pul. u too. o ago s how. «i day.

Wy
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firmless | fiscal

with)a place in the highest division of an examinarion
list. 11s

» B adjective. Belonging to. achieving. ravelling by. etc.,
the first class; of the best quality, verv goad: of the
highest arder. mg.

i R K. Naravan This threatened to develop nto a first-class
crisis. F. ForsyTh Harcourt-Smith was of the university
intake, with a first-class degree. Times The price of the first
class stamp has remained at 17p since September 1984.

Comb.: first-classman J person with a firsi- lass degree
» C adverb. Ry first-class accommodation in a wain, boat.
aireralr, etes by Arst-class mail: collog. excellently. 119,
first hand 251 hand; as adjecnve aiso 1 sthand noun phr,
adjective. & adverb. As adjectve & adverd mow usul)
firsthand. m1s.
{from FIRST adjective + HAND nuun.]
» A noun phr. at first hand. directly from the lirst source,
without intermediate agency. M1s
» B adjective. Of or pertaining to the tirst source, original:
coming direct from the st source, derived from per-
sunal experience. M18.

Li H. GunTrip Those who criticize psychnanalysis rarely
show firsthand knowledge of events in the field later than
about 1908,

» C adverb. Directly from the tirst source, at first hand
M9,

S. KN1GHT The prostitutes had learned first-hand of a
secret.

firstling - t>:s00l): noun & adjective. M6
[from FiRsT adjective + -LING' .|

» A noun. The first product or result of something: the
tirst offspring of a season. Usu, in pl. Mi6

» B ottrib. or as adjective. That is the tirst product or result;
first-born. €17,

firstly . 1500’ adverb & noun. m1s
[irom £IRST adjective + -1v*.]
» A gdverb. As the first point in a lopic, argument. e1c.; in
the first place. mis,
» B noun. A use of the word firstly. rore. 117

first-rate 15s(0reit ws adiechive also Las@ren noun,
adjective, & adverb. Also {usual form in sense A1) first rate
M7
[trom FIRST adjective + RATE noun'.}

» A noun. 1 Hist. The highest of the rates or classes by
which warships were distinguished according (o the
nuinber of guns they carvied. M17
2 A warship of the Rirst rate (Hist): 4 person or thing of
the highest class or rank {now rarej. 117
» B adjective. 1 Hist. Of a warship: of the first rare. 117,

2 0Of the highest class or excellence: extremely good.
excellent. collog. mis.

#1d 2 M. E. G. DUFF As long as France remained i firserate
power. M. GorDoN Her misfortune was 1o be a merely first-
rate painter in an age of geniuses.

» C adverb. Excellently. very well. coflog. Mg
114 B. W. ALp1ss *You're looking first-rate' "And you, Sicily
evidently agrees with you'.
w first-rater noun a first-rate person on thiny €19

firth (20 noun'.
LME
[Metath. var. of FRITH noun-.]
Afhunting) torest; a coppice. a small wood

firth 12:0. noun’. Orig. Seot. Lme
[Od Narse fiorir frorp: cf. FRITH noun- |
Anarm of the sea; a river estuary.

fisc sk noun. Also (scots Law) fisk. 116

[French, or Latin Fiscus rush-basket, purse, treasury ]

1 Hist. Orig. the private treasury of the Roman
emperors, later developing into a public treasury but
retaining considerable imperial contiol. te. b An
exchequer. Now rore. 116.

2 scors taw. The pubiie treasury or Crown to which
estates fapse by escheat: the revenue w the Crown by
estheat. Formerly also, the right of the Crown to the
estate of a rebel. obsolete exc Hist. 117,

Chietly north. poet. Nowy rare or obsolete.

fiscal - skl adjective & noun. mie

{French, or Latin fiscalis, from fiscis tredsury: see prec.)

» Aadjective. 1 Ot or pertaining roa treasary. Now chiefly,
of or pertaining to governmental finanaal matters. m1e

2 Of or pertaining to financal matters i general.
Chiefly US. ma.

Special coliocations: fiscal agent o Pank 1 trs company
J\pp(l“llt’d hy a Cl)l'p\)l'ﬂ[l()n €18 1O I as Dy nancial represen:
1ntive. fiscal drag ecovomics (a detlationary elledt on econonic
growth caused by the tendency of Lax vivldy fo increase at 4
higher rate than inflanon when nx alowances remain fixed
fiscal engineer US a speualist in fiscal engimeermg,. fiscal
engineerlng US munagement of the tinances of a Arm so J8 to
take maximum advantage of tax exemptions et fiscal year
wchietly N Amer a tinancial vear ¢or the US Governnient, begin
ning 1 Ociober thelore 1976, 1 Julvi

hair. o near. » DOy, .3 poor .o tire. o0 sour




