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ore) (cause to) turn, wheel, or roll round M17. circumgy ration
noun the action or an act of wrning, wheelugg. or rolling round
¢17. drcumgy ratory adfective marked by circumgyration M1s.
circum'jovia adjective & tnoun (asreonomy) (a satellite) revalving
round Jupiter L17. circum Jovian adjective = QRCUMJOVIAL adjective
ne, circum'fittoral adjective bordering the shore Lis.
ircum lunar odjective moving or situated round the moon €20.
,mum-me‘rldlan adjective (of a body when) at or near the
meridian m1s. drcum'mure ‘verb trons, wall round en.
dreumnu tate ver introns, {sorany) perform circumnutation L1s.
dreumnu ‘tation noun {sorany) helical movement of the growing
art of a plant L19. circurm'oral adfective (anaromy & 200106y} situated
around the mouth M15. drecumpo sition noun (sommcuisuse) the
pmpagar_ion of plants in a particular surrounding environment
or medium; spec = air-layering sv. AIR noun™: M7
dreumra'tation noun t(a) @ changing about in rotation; (b) a
revolution as of 3 wheel or on an axis; a complete rotation: E17.
drcum 'scissile adjective (sorawy) dehiscing or opening by a circu-
Jar fissure M9, circum'sofar adjective moving or situated round
the sun M19. clrcum'tabular adjective sitting round a table £20.
;lrnlmter‘restrhl adjective moving or situated round the earth
M9, N
drcumamblent /so:kam'ambiant/ adjective & noun. M17.

[from CIRCUM- + AMBIENT, Cf. late Latin crcumambire.]

» A adjective. Esp. of the air or other fluid: surrounding,
encompassing. M12.

» B absol. as noun. The surrounding air or atmosphere.
uz. .

u circumambience noun the act or fact of surrounding Es.
circumambiency noun surrounding quality or condition; an
environment: M17.

circumambulate /so:kam'ambjulert/ verb trons. & intrans.
m7.

{from cIRcuM- + AMBULATE. Cf. late Latin circumambulare.]

Walk round or about.

» drcumambu’lation noun €17, clrcumambulator noun a
person who circ bulates L18. ¢l bufatory adjective
~7.

circumbendibus /sa:zkam'bendibas/ noun. L17.

{from ciRcuM- + BENG noun® + Latin -bus abl. pl. ending.]

A roundabout method; a twist, a turn; a circumlocu-
tion.

Circumcellion /sa:kam'selian/ noun. LME.

[ecdesiastical Latin circumcelliones pl., formed as ciRcum- + cella
cELLnoun’.]

1 scctesastiear wistory. A Donatist fanatic in 4thcent.
Affica. Usu. in pl. LME.
t2 Avagrant. LME-M17.

circumcircle /sa:kamsak(3)l/ noun. L1s.
[from CIRCUM- + CIRCLE noun.

ii A circle passing through each vertex of a polygon.

_ circumcise /'sokamsaiz/ verb trans. ME.

{Old French circonciser or dirconcis- pa. ppl stem of drconcire, from
latin circumcidere (translating Greek peritemnein), formed as
CIRCUM- + caedere to cut.]

» I 1 Cut off the foreskin of (a male}, as a religious rite
{esp. Jewish or Muslim} or for medical reasons; cut off
the clitoris or the labia minora of (a female). ME.

2 fig. In biblical translations and allusions: purify (the
heart etc.). ME.

»+11 3 Cut round, trim. LME-L18,
t4 fig. Cut short, curtail, limit. M16-L17.

w drcumciser noun m16.

circumcision /sa:kam'si3(3)n/ noun. ME.

{Old & mod. French circoncision, from late Latin circumcisio(n-)
{translating Greek peritomé), from drcumds- pa. ppl stem of
circumcidere: see prec., -1ON.}

»1 1 The act or rite of circumcising a person, for reli-
gious or medical reasons. ME. '

2 fig. In biblical translations and allusions: spiritual
purificatiofi. LME.

3 Inbiblical translations and allusions: the Jews. LME.

4 rcaesunear, The feast of the Circumcision of Jesus, 1
January. ume.

1 female circumclsion: see FEMALE odjective.

»tII5 Cutting round; a cut round. L16-M18.

circumduce /sa:kam'dju:s/ verb trans, M1s.
[Latin circumducere, formed as circum- + ducere to lead. }
11 =next. mis-m17.
2 scors uw (now Hist). Reject as legally invalid; spec.
declare (the term) elapsed for producing proof or evi-
dence in court proceedings. M16.

circumduct /sa:kam'dakt/ verb trans. L6,
[Latin circumduct- pa, ppl stem of circumducere: see prec.]
Lead or move around or about. Now spet. in” ANATOMY,
"“;“5:3 (an eye, a limb, etc) to make a circular move-
ent,

drcumduction /sa:kam'dak{(a)n/ noun. Mis. ,
{Latin circumductiofn-), formed as prec.: see -1oN.]
1 scors uaw (now Hist ). The action of circumducing. m1s.
2 The action of circumducting. M16.

drcumference /sa'kamf(s)r(a)ns’ noun. LME.
10ld & mod. French dirconférence from Latin crcumferentia, from
drecumferre, formed as CiRcuM- + ferve to carry, bear: see -ENCE.}
1 Anenclosing boundary, esp. ofa circle or other figure
enclosed by a curve; the distance round this. (ME.

t2 An arg; a circle; the surface of a sphere, cylinder, or
other body of circular section. tME-L18.

3 Environment. rave. LME.
t4 A circuit; a roundabout course. M16-E18.

5 Boundary, compass, enclosure. L16.

u clrcumfe'rential odjective of or pertaining to a circumfer-
ence €17, circumfe rentlatly adverh Mig.

circumferentor /sa:"kamfarenta/ noun. £17.
(fr<im Latin circumferent- pres. ppl stem of circumferre: see prec.,
-OR.
A surveyor's instrument consisting of a flat bar with
vertical sights at each end and a compass in the middle.

circumflex /'sa:kamfleks/ adjective & noun. L1,

[Latin arcumfiexus pa. pple of drcumflectere, formed as circum- +
flectere to bend, translating Greek perispomenos drawn around.)

» A adjective. 1 crawmar Designating an angular or curved
accent-mark {*, ", or ") placed over a vowel in some lan-
guages (orig. Greek) to indicate rising and falling tone,
contraction, length, or special quality (of the vowel or of
an adjacent consonant). t16.

2 Bent, bending round. Now rore in gen. sense. €18.
3 anaromy. Curved; bent round another part; spec. desig-
nating a nerve and artery of the upper arm. M1s.

» B noun. 1 A circumflex accent-mark. €17.

12 Bending round, winding. £17-t1s.
3 Acurved line, { or (, bracketing two or more lines of
writing etc. rare, E19.

clrcumflex /'ss:kamficks/ verb trons. M16.
Sense 1 from prec.; sense 2 from Latin drcumflex-, formed as
prec.]
1 Write with a circumnflex accent; pronounce as indi-
cated by a circumflex accent. M16.
2 Bend or wind round. M1z.

circumfluent /sa:'kamfluant/ adjective. 116.
[Latin drcumfluent- pres. ppl stem of circumfluere, formed as
CIRCUM- + fluere to flow: see -ENT.|
Flowing round; surrounding.
n circumfluence noun L19.

circumfluous /s3:‘kamfluass/ adjective. fiterary. €17.
[from Latin arcumfluus, from draumfluere: see prec., -ous.)
1 Flowed round, surgpunded by water. E17.
2 = CIRCUMFLUENT, M12,

circumforaneous /sa:kemfs'remias/ adjective. Now rare.
E17.
[from Latin circumforaneus (formed as cIRCUM- + FORUM) + -0us. ]
Strolling from market to market; vagrant, vagabond;
quack.

circumfuse /satkam'fju:z/ verb trans. Lie.
[Latin drcumfus- pa. ppl stem of circumfundere, formed as circum-
+ fundere pour.]
, Pourabout, diffuse, (around, about); surround with or in a
fluid medium etc.
u circumfuslan noun £12.

circumgestation /so:kamdse'stetf(a)n/ noun. Long rare.
M16. ’
[from CIRCUM- + GESTATION.]
Carrying about (ceremonially or in procession).

circumincession /so:kamin'sef(a)n/ noun. Also -session.
Mm17,

[medieval Latin crcumincession-} (transfating Greek perikhorésis
going round), formed as QRcum- + incessiofn-), from incess- pa. pp!
stem of incedere move, proceed: see -10N. Spelling with -s- through
misinterpretation as ‘reciprocal indwelling’.|

cHRisTIAN THEOLOGY. The reciprocal existence of the persons
of the Trinity in one another.

circumjacent /so:kam'dsers(a)nt/ adjective. L15.
{tatin drcumjacent- pres. ppl stem of crcumjacere, formed as
CIRCUM- + jacere lle down: see -ENT.]
Situated around, adjacent on all sides. (Foll. by to.)
u circumjacence noun the fact or quality of being circumja-
tent L19. clrcumjacency noun (a) in pl., circumjacent parts; (b} =
CIRCUMJACENCE: M18.

circumlocution /sa:kamia'kju:f(a)n/ noun. LME.

{French, or Latin circumlocutioin-), formed as cikcum- + locutiofn-)
LOCUTION, transiating Greek PERIPHRASIS.]

Expression of meaning indirectly or in more words
than necessary; evasive talk; an instance of this, a round-
about expression.

u cdrcumiocutional, circumlocutionary odjectives pertaining
to or given to circumiocution M19. clrcumlacutionist noun a
person who uses circumlocution mis. circumlocutory
Isa:kam'lokjut(a)ri, sa:kamia'kju:1(a)ri/ adfective marked by circum-
locution m17.

circumnavigate /sa:kom'navigeit/ verb trans. M17.
ffrom circuM- + NavIGATE. CF, Latin circumnavigare.]

Sail round [esp. the world).

u circumnavigable adjective able to be circumnavigated 117.
circumnavl'gation noun £18. circumnavigator L1s.

clrcumpolar /sa:kam‘paula/ adjective. L17.
[from ciRcum- + POLAR.}
1 astroNomY, Situated or occurring above the horizon at
all times of the day in a given latitude. 117.

circumamblient | circumstance

2 Around either pole of the earth; inhabiting such a
region. L17.

clircumscribe /'so:kamskrarb/ verb trans. tME.
{L.'a in circumscribere, formed as circuM- + scribere draw lines,
write.]
1 Lay down the limits of, confine; restrict; mark off,
define logically. (Me.
2 Draw a line round; form the boundary of; encircle,
encompass. L16.
3 ceomerry. Draw (a figure) round another, meeting it at
points but not cutting it. L16.
t4 Inscribe around. Only in 17.

SHA

cumscribes: spec. a person who signs a round robin: €£t7.
drcumscript adjective (now rare) circumscribed m1s.
circumscription /sa:ksm'sknipf(s)n/ noun. LME.

[Latin circumseriptio(n-), from dircumscript- pa. ppl stem of
arcumscribere: see prec., -10N.)

1 An inscription around a coin etc, LME.
t2 The fact or quality of being confined to definite
limits of space, as a property of matter. L15-m19.

3 The action or an act of laying down limits; the fact of
being limjted; confinement; (a) restraint, {a) restriction;
(22 definitlbn; (a) description. M1s.

A boundary, an outline, a periphery; a border, an
edging. L16.

5 ceomerer. The action of circumscribing one figure
around another. 116,

6 A circumscribed space; a district or region of definite
limits. M9,

» tcircumscriptive adjective pertaining to or having the attrib-
ute of circumscription (esp. of matter) L15-M8.
teircumscriptively adverb c15-m18.

circumspect /'sa:kamspekt/ adjective. LME.

[Latin circumspectus pa. pple of drcumspicere, formed as ORCUM- +
speréte to look
v $howing caution; cautious, wary; taking everything
into account.

w clrcum'spection noun cautious observation of circumstan-
ces; circumspect action or conduct: iME. dlrcum’'spectious
adjective circumspect m17. circum'spective adjective lookin,
around; given to circumspection: M17. dircum 'spectively ndmi
£17. circumspectly adverb LME. circumspectness noun M16.

circumsphere /'sa:kamsfia/ noun. m2o.

[from cIRCUM- + SPHERE noun, after circumcircle.}

MATH. A sphere that touches all the vertices of a given
polyhedron: Cf, N-SPHERE.

ciregmstance /'so:kamst(a)ns/ noun & verb, Me.

[0id &  tmod. French circonstance or Latin arcumstantia, from
drcumstant- pres. ppl stem of drcumstare, formed as CIRCuM- + stare
to stand: see -ANCE.]

» A noun. I Something surrounding (fit. & fig.).
+1 That which stands around or surrounds; surround-
ings. ME-L19. .

2 In pl, or sinf“{as a non-count noun). The material,
logical, or other environmental conditions of an act or
event; the time, place, manner, cause, occasion, etc., of
an act or event; the external conditions affecting or that
might affect action, spet. as indicating criminality. mE.
b Insing. {as a couht noun). Any of such conditions. M16.
»c spec. In pl. State of financial or material welfare. €18.

3 Formality, ceremony, or fuss surrounding an act or
event. Now chiefly in pgmp and drcumstance. (ME.
»tb Importance. L16-117.

4 Detail about the external conditions of an act or
event; arch. circumlocution, indirectness. e16

a

» IT Something accessory.

5 An accessory matter; a particular, a detail. Usu. in pl.

ME. b spec. A material adjunct; a physical feature.
L16-L18.
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