
N.,vCI,,{ler 16,2007 

Til.: HOlloura.hlc Mark. f'lIrelll 

MinisterQiEnvironnlellt And laoouJ' 
5151 rermill~l ROlld, 6'*' Floor 
Hali fas. Nova Scotia 
!!JJ2T& 

Dear Minister. 

BrLCON OF NOVA SCOTiA CORPORATION 

Re: Wltih's I'ointQu"rry - Milli~'erilll Rl1d<groullder 

We hast.en 10 uffc r lIll.)" ht!-lp W" C31 110 )'OU ft UO )lOll I' I)OVCTlUlICflt wi lb ynur CiJrrent c1"" i \)oral'tO JlS Ii bOUl 

jbc approvA I of this important devcloplucQt p~ed for N{'Il.'a S~rill, 

As you Smow, wn~ propC1sillg to dG'MIOp A basalt qu~rry at Whites J~Jnt. Ovor tllepast fh'e y=lI'S. 
we hRVC invesledover 6 million aoJlal'!>ju lhi~ prnject. whicb wll[ cmplo)' llIon:tlllllllOpwple on" rull 
time bllSis., lind is r;xpeetcd to have tI saf¢ and su~tlljlla.bk-l.ifc span of 50 )'e<lr.!. generl1lin&si8l1ifjC{ll'lt 
h*" re\leJ1lJCS1 withouf lilly need for govc:rnmtllt&1 ~sj;j!ltlHlce" wj Ih IInle ro no negative ellvirUlllnclltal . 
jln pa.:t lind 111 iny pcsltj vo ;SllciQ·I:!:o ~[lInit: il1lpOlCls. 

IfIis has bcctn clearly confirmed and dOCIJ!llI!!lleci Dy tno:! EllYirollmentllr 11llpD&.'1 SI8.II,:IIlLlIlI. which 
carefully lind oomprcilcnsi'ICJy as..'I:fl.S«1 tile "1T~t C)fthe ~1'Ojc~1 on people,ll,e envirmltnal, and lh~ 
~conomy. If involved e;'(teflsive putlUe;'lAd $UlkclloJderc:onsult.'lfi"os lind 5111'\'&.1'5, lind dellllJed st'ienrift9 
Il.I1AI~18. 

Tl,e pro j~t hils sig~iJi cant support frotllllle local com mlmityand i51'11so bftcked by our part lIt rolllpalJl. 
ClaytOn Cilncrete, which hll5 a Bt.::rli Ai: track record of'cxcdlellt "'flpi cyec rch.tiOI1ll and benefits. 
c~~1lJ11;lry IX:cupa,ioll;d health alld saf~y slanilimls, liM ~"cel [MCI! in design and manut'ilcllll'e. For 
~'et '50 )'ellfS, w.:: ha~c ~ recognized liS Bit :1l1t5l'Qlldi118 corporal<:; citi~":1l lOr O\I[ lcader",l1ip in 
corporutc .social responsibility, "lid our ncfj,·., eud po~itivc C(lll)mllilily 6ng~oot, ~tially hl the 
IllIII5 of'*Ith and tdllCIl UOII. 

TI\C5C art:: the real fscas abQut the pTq!oot, lind tile -n=;i.llllQCur;!.of our commitment. O\Ir pcricnmmce.. 
and lhe IDCiaJ ()O Inpncl we moke wlih ~e peaptc lind com mllnj [!EI$' ill IoYhlcJn ..... e OIPCrIlIC. 

Yet, 6:spite Hnr good faith and besteffclU I\:J dc"eJ~p II projc(;l oftm: h[She8t CJ'1~lity, which ~¢l well 
beyond fS&ullitOtY 1't<ll.lil'emMt5. 5ClInelilillll hall &Md wrollg. lind th«l truth I\bOul theplltie.l!t hl\~ Decome 
COllfll~ed &1'Id di$l()11ed, We are compelled 10 nole thaI this l1as h~ppOlled ilt peel bccSIISC: the: Panel 
formed to tevi~w the prCtjC1l1 waso~vi::lll.ily bin!ed and utlfi1ir, ufld did nOI do ilSj{)b. ' 

TIll: Pallid 14lf)wc(f /lQ interest ill cOI1Sicerill! I:ow lite ptqll::;l mi!!llt ~rk, Jiscemed onlytc) I;>e il1tete:Sled 
in l"CAsot'IS why it would not work. TlIl: r~1l3lln.'l for this are liS foUows: 
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BILCON OF NOVA SCOTIA CORPORATION 

I. Six or (he seven ~ommen<llllioos made by Ute Panf:l have nOli.ulg to do wHh aha proj«:l. but 
rAtller Vre'\.InJe to set &ovenullem puri!')! for Nn ... !! S~nlia. TIlat i", not ",h~1 tile "lInel WIlS asbd 
to do. The mMl1dlltoorthe Panel is >:1 early set 0111 jn il$ public T6tR\$ of Rcfetcncc. TflcPallel 
eithermi~undcrstood what it was asked 10 do, or it delibcratc:1y acted in an inllPllropriclce wl\)' 10 

11'.IIslIs.e the rcvie~' prClCc9lio lr' I platform rtlt illJ own poti<;y activism. rathcrthlln to pror'fdeyou 
"'ill1 an hOliest IIlld o~iC(;tive asi~SS"'t.llt of the facts 10 htlp illfunn >""'t1! dte~ia!'l aboul dte 
,llerlts oftoe.projc-cl. 

2. Rather than objectively asses;fng the iIlf()rmption it. wa~ siven aool.1t tile! project to ue if it 
liihowed Ull)' vfthe "c,wironmeulai !effects" set out ill the CAnlldwl Environn'ICntal AssesSment 
Agency's rereren~o alltd~, [l,., Pantl simply assumtl'l dl.' therewel'e e.wiron montal QffllClS, IM11 
thOllglllts ~uiding It&i$l~tiOO dil.'lltOl COllllid~t rnan),(lflhe ;stmcs it 1\'118 cmJcemed 3110111 to be 
envirollmtlutal-effects at all. In .ddilicil. tile l'al1ei simply assutned tlm tbosc eff(;'clS were 
';;l1rlVC:MlC=, significant tlnd likel;l', without pro\';drll~ tmysub ~laf\tialing 1I1111.1~i:s ordiscUSfiian. 

3. 8~fOR;ttllY pro~ct CX:1Il strud ion can aclually begin. it mllStalso SIltisf.r alilbe nl:lCL:S5flty rcau1llta), 
requirements, and gel tiw tlCtUD11IPI)M"Ills lrom Hie responsibJe fl!:8liiatory allthorities. it wanol 
Iherole aflhe Panel I!) predC1Cl1l1irre ~hoseapproYl!ls. hlstead, tho propcrrole of the I'allel was 
to idmdiry any ndv .. ~ signilicant!lJUf Ii kely on yiroumenlnllmp8ets Dod 81 ye us all oppornm it)' to 
$UIUo'eSf miti,Atlng meaSIIl"CIa. Tlu: Pallel shDuId ll~'\~ 111 so of irs own jllitiativut least nttempt!!d 
tQ propOlIl: Olhl:r mili~tttjng AHlllSllreS (harwoul4 bring those jntp~cl~ Wilhill acceptable leve)9, 
which it did 1101 do. Thi:o WO\l/(j have proll;ded 1hc.:.n::gi,lalnrs with IIleferen" to dGtcrnlinc ift'lC 
specific ~Ic~igrtll (\flU plan!> being submitted for the project sJ10uld be approvecl.lftJley Il!'~ ,lor, 
mell tile project \vokttd liM go ilh~td IInllltlle;; lin::. T12is is die reullill!CgwlRi in t1lG system Ifta! 
prc)\ects rbt pcbHc liS we II liS ~ru: pub]k intere$l. TIle PlInal, ttowever. crifiGi.l8d liS fet nOl 
pmducillS thrn<e 'peei fio; phm5 f()r its rev~w llOW, IlItt'ier IllIUJ I'It tilt later ['t'.Q,UllitofY IIpprm'al 
sl3ge.Doing SO at the- environmelllalasseSSI!lCul ~l!lgl! W/lSllot 0l11yunnttessary, bu[ complel.,ly 
innpp;oprillc. . 

4. Th~ Panel mAIie up t.he notion i[ called till: I;C(!~ "alues" ofthe cooum.," ity. Apart from {lie fael 
dwllUl 0110 Oft lhe hnelact\llll1yccmes from Digby Neck., "core values:" are noun "ellvirorunentaJ 
eff'~,". Tho Pr.ncl'IHlpproa<t waHoid~r b~ 00 scienrific priltd~ nor SlrppcttlOO by 
o!)j«-tive <Iud ~mpir~lIy vet'ifioble dalfl. Wr: Itrul no inciiclltion the l':tr:IlI wlJ!ll.'(;ing t(} do !'his. We 
have had no j)pponul1it,10 n:Kponil. Ihppears (he only bftsis forth!> hnel'sappI'OIlllh is !lIIOf.' 
gt""ern melliNI CIoCtltnclit wI! /yh W~ ~i "/!til 10 (~e ruue' ,>eYe·11 yeilrngo by a sclf..illlcrc::;r ~vol:~'Y 
a,roup thllt 1\115 .sin1<e been dit.brutdOO bCClIuse it did. rIO t rcfl~t II bnllUlCOCf view of O::OfnmUn;ly 
priQrities. The: ~Ilel sho\ll" nothllvl: relied on th fS document; and lo1be ex(ond it did, it sbOuld 
hi"'" at lellst considerw i\ itt a billaooed W'lJY; This dacUlUf.;IIl cn\;ouragtd c "clinllliQ which 
SUPflOrtII b~sinellfi dcvelopt1.'l"nt. tU1rllJ,n::nt:Ql1'bip, ;rwcsbnentll11d the al:traellon of new business" 
10 "'sI!nd a message to tb~ world thai rhe Weslem Valley iii: 8n excellent plocc to d.l business.'" 
Tile Pnnei, OfC6UrIIC. ~urllph!tely igI10red this.' . 

5. The ram:l ~ISIJ j~rKlT~/l.pct;ti()n in fiivCtlIroftheprojetlt, personally si~l1edbyJG% ofthctooal 
pDpulittiorl of iJdult voters, l! l'Il>o i::IlOlnd 4Il,\Wlllde S\lrvey pre!tented to it [/lilt sbowed tht 
50%oftlle loc!lill<'Plllatioo was in mWlur -:lftlleprojecl. The contilluingpublic support r(om rbe 
proje.t\ cQUld be seen by llle recellt pul,lic rilly dlar tuck piKe l(l ~rotf:!Jrt the. ".!lei'li 
I1XOlnlllCI1c1at ian!!. 
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DlLCON OF· NO VA SCOTIA CORPORATION 

6. Although the P_l was compristd of three lII:ack",joo, with 1)0 partle\llar 1eg'-l or bushtes.s 
llI;qlerfence, it ~OIlOILld.::d thaI tJ,,! "n)jcCI was not oconorilicall)ll'jcble, IIud fllllt allY mitig.mil1g. 
IOCUlAte5 w,IiIld gjJlll'ly be too oosrly. Havin,!llinle C/Y no pwOOliclil cl1.porience in developJllg 
quarries, the Vanel was quire flUnk I)' 1101 'llialiiicd \() come t()lhe50 ~nclIl5ions. e-spe~i&lly since 
it Iu\d na factual ba5ilil Oil wlliet. Co CO ~r;J. lind ~id !'lot nllow us to r~$Jlolld to jtlllt~slllllptions. If 
we did 1101 tJIi"t lbe project was ccol1Ulllicilll), lIiable, we wollle! not hao;e invested the cffol1; 
)'OarS,lIIId QIHlil)ns of doliutS we IIIIV~. ]n any ca,se, Minister. Ihe pub lit poliey ofNovn Sootia is 
fOtYOII.llnd rIO! the ~lIneJ to n1akc,jusIII:li O&lt investment dl!!ci!liolls ate for usand no! .be I'anel 
tomah. . 

7. n~ Pinel's m811;f~st 1.<:1\ ofimpartil1lity is fcfleo.:l~~1 !IlrQllgholltthe fllbric on~ ~PClI1, d\e tone 
Md ~oJ"ltehrofwbicll revOlI II. t.li~!urh;OG Jack of I:qullIlimity And f!I[mess. At eve!)' fum. til(: 
hnellVem QUi ofilrc u.~y tllcmpllasi~:my possible shortcmllings orthl: projefOt, anddownplllyed 
its !>ellefj t$. Eve n thollgh tile pLlblic oellrin8s for Ine pf(~jCCl oldy we fit al~d b~lluse fhe Paae! 
had already decided our ClhlirotlllM:mt.J impact stat.nleilt WllS suffiCiently jll'cPfln.o.d. (he Pllnel 
ollowcl tl1e pMce8S to be bich-jau.ed by $peciflJ intCte$f gmups in line with its own pn-sct 
lIuNurle$I'IOld philOSOPhies. The Panel shoWlld 00 ,,,wrest in J:¢uin~ professionlll information ur 
iliM ti'otI\ O\ll' C"':PC!l"ts. WIHIIJ\Mdr;: IIJC:mselves Ilv/lif3b1e for days on jtIld 10 aVail the Panel Df aleir 

cxperlisl.'. Olher sigll! of rhe P~n~l 's IIIck OfllllPllfli.ftJilY arc II! follows: . 

It. 11ll: Panel \;l1nsistcut)y [~101'C'd flllpQI'tllI'll infunllllliou it wu siven. and drcwufl\vartantcd 
cMclusions; Ilke ill> cllnciusKlIl (hill we \¥Quld nN Ilo Bbl. to lItiJizo the Whites Cove 
Ralld. wIlen tlK: DI.'VlIrtment orTralt5p<lrtDlion Rnd "'IDlie Works slll.lwW how t1tiu:o~ld 
be done; 3 nd 

b. The Panel allillyzed tlle pn)j",".t".~ iftbe region was e&ltretltly I1l1tollclled by davell)(1~nl, 
ev~ILJ10Ugll b3~alt q\'ilrrieg ~lrtll<fYcxiSlOli Di!lby Neck, t\'Cfl thOllgll !Ium srcRlrclldy 
45 In 50 \lll~n'ies over 4 helltares iJ\ NoW! S<:Ollll, and even tnOl.igll it was 1lIe Provin<!e 
tlult hQ.d idel1tified (}Ilr propo~ 8il~ liS It prime IlIU for IInOtlt:=r~ullrl')'. 

In irs rtlpon1o )'I:lll, Mlllist<:t, Ill(; PII~I t.~nQOIl;d !lnyprele:d oftbcobjecdvcSllicatific IIll1dysis 
Ihllt is calh:L1 for jnlmvir~mmenta[ assessmenTs,. and tflat you are entitled to clqJcct. Il\ste<K!, the 
PallcllMde tlr.'subjeCli\'t ?hHo$CphU:1I1 criteriQ without 8jvi~ U slhe courtesy of any pl'iar uoti<le 
Qf a chnnt.: TO SI1.)' 81\y~Tt iU!lltOOul. il This rel~Uoss laek of balance in lhc Panel';; ~pp!'OllC~ 
Ial.Yt:i lL'f nu ehPiccbtlt to oondudc t.81 die j)~lflcl W8S pn.>tii!Ipo,ed tl) m,ke 1IllfllV<)urablc 
l'eOOIflIntlnoiatiOMfJi) YClU lTom ~l= ji:"t-go, Il is fUfl,bunentaIJywrotlgMldtmfilir, lind celtaillly OCJI 

what we expeCI ed, (l,. fU"C elit it 1W IQ 'l'xpeel, of t"~ ~ull\tol}' systet1~ ill·Nova SeQtia or CooB<lIl. 
TI\I~bUiiness c::ommuilily is tntitl~d I.e bIIve 811 a£s1!~~nlL:1I1 illisedol1 established rules. Olh«wiSt 
11,. pro~s is jll~~;\ crap. shoot, No scrious business can invest Ib(lll~ce$~l)ry lUlU-, lIloney lind 
resoorgea Wil'::ll Lill: deck i ~ !'taclled. aL~ wilen the R1Jes ~an dang!: in mid.'illtim. 

Th. Sohltt<.III: Allow 1'be Projcc:, 10 Go Ttl The R81:u1atl)I:}' Ap,/}foval Sttlge 

\Ve trust, MUli5f1:r, 'hat yl)U will understand why \\'0 to-nSlder file prooess followed by dlQ l'a",:11<l be 
(undalnaa1UiUy n.w~d. IIlld hs rr:<-omlu.I)(t~!iOlIS to !Ie, ftttM \'cry lealtl, hiShly SU3pllct. The r.olll1~rs 
rct.:amrnel1daticns :\.r~ \II\AutbNI~d alld inllppt'Opl'iaUC, 8.11d W~ tlrgl; )'OU not to be mislea by IhclTI.lh~ 
arc SO obviously biased 1I11d un!".I'. and flulc!ioIlMI]yoolt.:nMbiG, lhat lc«ptit1& lilem would have the efJOcr 
of ~kjl'8. it pl"Ql::ticull)' i!ll~ihJI; fot lilly fO$OJU1:C CXIl"Dl:tion project ill Nova Scotil to wer be 
t\."\.'01ll1hCRdQd. M Ilm!tei now re'f1aflsibly it Mlght be put t9gclli<ll", 111 eITetl. accc:p1ioS the Panel's 
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81LCON OF NOVA SCOTiACORPORATI ON 

reel>mll\tn<latiollii \10\110 scnd A mcs~a.s\! that Nova Sentii\ Is totAlly cl.csed to invC:S1mcnL in the n:'lwral 
R'soun:e sec 1Oc. 

Wo do not believe lhal is tlx: "it::w of yoor ~Qvcrnmellt. And tbis is nlJt tile way other cnvirunmelll~1 
ti5l.!$$'I1'Il.'nls IJr p~~ct' like 0Il1'S hllve bet!! conducted in the past. hI Ihi. case, it is clearr(1~llhe Paoel's 
milld wa:; made up from the bcsimling, 4nd its rcp~rt snd I'll'<:ommondatl¢n:t.lo you arc aOlnill8 /)y( 

politknl m'icchi"r IIll1kirti;- . 

We as 1.:, Ministef, tha( you usc Yllur OWIl good jull Gmcnt 10 dbrt:prd the reCOlWtIC'HiatiOIll' as /lOt beillg 
of uscful_iS1Jlnce t(l ynu, lind that yOil Md YOI1rJQvcnm'C:l'lt detcrmix whlt)'CLi consider co ~ the 
righll hi ng 10 do ill tlle~ ciroumst.nccs. r n this rt!gam, we point OUI thant lloloV iDS the project to go ahcll:d 
10 the rcSUIIlIOQ' Qppmvul $11Igt: is J'j~k (TeC. if it ~ IlOt ll'.fei 1Il1lte~I1UltOly ItWJdarcls lind requrrcmt'lllt5 
rur pcrmittin!lIs ir gDe5 fonv:\rd, the relOpOJlsible Ie8ulmo") IIlItllDritie$ are !here to SlOp it, ~DUS~ it 
CallAOl go llhefld wiLh.oUllheir IIflP[(lVlth. The regula tory $Ulhorit its hllve the }lourer TO put ill plll<:e any 
addil kmai rC1.tuirc,"~nls they IIlRy con sldorneecsslIly ana apprtlpTa.t~. ' 

n is eXll¢mely imporlllllt to und~r.uU1d lIul1ll1is is ltllju:;t an overview Of our alalysi$ of tile Vanel'$ 
report.. We hallc nUIIY moro specjfj~ \I~.ils IlII1i evjtlc~ which \~ ,vish to $hlllN Wifil yOli prior to all~ 
decision on your pari. We tm,.t Uuuyou will provide U$l!J) opportul\ity to tulfy illfonn YOlJ •• Ild look 
fOfwnrd to hellrill8 from you i" Ihi~ I'il;;:m-d. 

In the meGAtinte, MinislCl", we ItW\n~ you f()T yourtiloughtful CCurld;), Olld at1on!ion. ,ud Wllflj IQ ~$Sllre 
you Of our conti.lU<:o commihnol'l! (0 ihe ~~t)mjc dC'lle\upllU.'nt ofNova Scalia llnd th~ well.beingotllle 
pl;lopllil ofDisbY' Neck, willI :I pnJjecllM! will be nfe ;lnd stlstaillable (0 dle hif,l.lesr stallIiards. 

Sincelely, 

~ 
. Poul BIIl(fOO P. EfI~. 
VrcUc~t MoaWlSe:r 
9ilcufl (If'NovaScolia 

oe: 
MQIl, Rodn~y MacDonald· Prell! ier ofNovtl Seotill. 
Hc>n. O,,,,id Morse - MinlsletofNlltllf41 Resou('CQs 
1-101'. All,u Mlcls."lAC • M inist(ll' of .Ecollomic Devclopm ':JJt 

1-1011. Murray koIl - MilllslJer 01TI'MsporWioll and ! nfrwllkUctu:I'I! ReneWi I 
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