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Declaration of the Government of
the People’s Republic of China
on China’s Territorial Sea

(September 4, 1958)

The Government of the People’s Republic of China declares:

1. The breadth of the territorial sea of the People’s Republic of
China shall be twelve nautical miles. This provision applies to all
territories of the People’s Republic of China, including the Chinese
mainland and its co:'zlstal islands, as well as Taiwan and its surround-
ing islands, the Penghu Islands, the Dongsha Islands, the Xisha Is-
lands, the Zhongsha Islands, the Nansha Islands and all other is-
lands belonging to China which are separated from the mainland and
its coastal islands by the high seas.

2. China’s territorial sea along the mainland and its coastal is-
lands takes as its baseline the line composed of the straight lines con-
necting base-points on the mainland coast and on the outermost of
the coastal islands; the water area extending twelve nautical miles
outward from this baseline is China’s territorial sea. The water ar-
eas inside the baseline, including Bohai Bay and the Chiungchow
Straits, are Chinese inland waters. The islands inside the baseline,
including Tungyin Island, Kaoteng Island, the Matsu Islands, the
Paichuan Islands, Wuchiu Island, the Greater and Lesser Quemoy
Islands, Tatan Island, Erhtan Island and Tungting Island, are is-
lands of the Chinese inland waters.
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3. No foreign vessels for military use and no foreign aircraft
may enter China’s territorial sea and the air space above it without
the permission of the Government of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na.

While navigating Chinese territorial sea, every foreign vessel
must observe the relevant laws and regulations laid down by the
Government of the People’s Republic of China.

4. The principles provided in paragraphs(2) and (3) likewise
apply to Taiwan and its surrounding Islands, the Penghu Islands,
the Dongsha islands, the Xisha Islands, the Zhongsha Islands, the
Mensha Islands, and all other islands belonging to China.

The Taiwan and Penghu areas are still occupied by the United
States by armed force. This is an unlawful encroachment on the ter-
ritorial integrity and sovereignty of the People’s Republic of China.
Taiwan, Penghu and such other areas are yet to be recovered, and
the Government of the People’s Republic of China has the right to
recover these areas by all suitable means at a suitable time. This is

China’s internal affair, in which no foreign interference is tolerated.
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“China’s Indisputable Sovereignty Over the Xisha and Nansha Islands”, Beijing Review, No. 7 (18 Feb. 1980)
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ARTICLES & DOCUMENTS

China’s Indisputable Sovereigaty Over the Xisha

And Mansha lIslands

On Januwary 30, the Ministry of Foreign
Affeirs of China published g document whick,
by citing numerous historical records and of-

ficiul documents, proves China’s indisputable
snvereignty over Xisha and Nansha Islands and
explodes the fallaciousness of the Vietnamese
claims in this regard. Following
iy the full textl-— Ed.

HE Xisha and Nansha Islands are two large

island groups in the South China Sea.
Like (he Dongsha and Zhongsha Islands, they
have been China’s lerritory since ancienl times.
This is not only proved by numerous Chinese
and {oreign historical records, documents, maps
and cultural relics of ancient or modern limes,
but also recognized by many countries and ex-
tensive world opinion. These island groups
were for a time in modern history illegally
seized by foreign countries, but this in no way
changes Lhe historical fact and legal basis of
their belonging to China.

The Vietnamese authorities cherish re-
gional hegemonic and expansionist designs.
While slepping up aggression and expansion
in Indnchina and Southeast Asia, they illegally
occupied some islands of China's Nansha island
group in 1975 and flagrantly laid a terrilorial
claim to China's Xisha and Nansha Islands,
reversing their earlier position of recognizing
these islands as Chinese lerritory. On Septem-
ber 28, 1979 the Vieinamese Foreign Ministry
issued a White Book cntitled Viet Nom's Sév-
ereignty Cwver the Huoeng Sa and Truony Sa
Archipelagogs, in which it pieced together or
contrived some sell-contradictory and ulterly
untenable “proving materials” in a vain at-
tempt {o [lind legal grounds for their illegal
occupation and expansionist designs.  This is
completely fulile.

it is impermissible Lo falsify historical
facts or irample upon principles of internation-

Februgry 18, 1980

al law. Here we cite authentic historical rec-
ords and official documents to refute and ex-
plode the lies of the Vietnamese authorities
and clearly prove the indisputable sovereignty
of the People’s Republic of China over the
Xisha and WNansha Islands.

(1) The Xisha and Neansha Islands Have Been
China’s Territory Since Ancient Times

As early as the 2nd century B.C., at the
time of Empercr Wu Di of the Han Dymasty.
Chinese people began sailing the South China
Sea. After long years of navigation, they dis-
covered successively the Xisha and Nansha
Islands. The geographical features of these
islands are described in Nar Zhou Yi Wu Zhi
{Sirange Things of the Southern Provinces) by
Wan Zhen and Fu Nan Zhuan (An Account of
Fu Nan) by Kang Tai, both of which were
written in the Three Kingdoms period (220-
265)*.

After the discovery of the Xisha and
MNansha f[slands. groups of Chinese people,
surmounting all kinds of difficulties, came to
visit and develop them. Their voyages to the
Xisha and Nansha Islands and their productive
aclivities there during more than 1,000 years
and the location and distribution of these
islands are recorded in Meng Liang Lu (Record

* Wan Zhen in his Nanzheu Yi Wu Zhi {Strange
Things of the Southern Provinces) wrote about the
navigation roule from the Malay Peninsula to the
mainland of China in the Han Dynasty: . ..
going northeastward, one reaches Dagitoy and then
sails through Zhang Hal, which is shallow and has
a lot of lodestones underneath.” Zhang Hai was the
name for the present Sputh China Sea. The lode-
stones rteferred 1o are the then submerged sand
cavs and reefs of the Xisha and Nansha Tslands.
They were called “lodestones” because ships were
liable to be siranded on them ancd unable to ex-
tricate themselves. Kang Tai in his Fu Nan Zhuan
{An Account of Fu Nan) wrote: “In Zhang Hai
Llhere are coral islands with flat base rocks. on
which coral grows™
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Along with the expleitation
and development of the Xisha
and Nansha I[slands by Chinese
people, the successive Chinese
governments exercised juris-
diction over them.

As early as the Northern
Song Dymnasty (960-1127), Chi-
nese naval patrols reached the
Xisha Islands. [t is recorded in
Wu Jing Zong Yao {Qutline
Record of Military Aflairs)*, to
whichh the Northern Song
Emperor Ren Zong {1023-1063)
" personally wrole a preface,
that the Northern Song court
“ordered patrols by imperial
forces and the building of a

ANNEX 1:

Dynasly ahout the patrol
reaching Jiuruluozhoo,

of a Daydreamer) of the Song Dymasty, Dan
Yi Zhi Lue (Brief Account of the Islands) of
the Yuan Dynasty. Dong Xi Yang Kao (Studies
on the Oceans East and West) and Shun Feng
Xiang Song (Fair Winds for Escort) of the
Ming Dynasiy, Zhi Nan Zheng Fa (Compass
Directions} and Hai Guo Wen Jian Lu (Records
of Things Seen and Heard About the Coastal
Regions) of Lhe Qing Dynasly and Geng Lu
Bu (Manuals of Sea Routes) of fishermen of
various generations. In these works, the
Xishe and Nansha Islands were variously nam-
ed Jiuruluczhou (nine isles of cowry), Shitang
(rocky reels), Qianlishitang (thousand-li rocky
reefs), Wanlishitang (ten ihousand-ii rocky
reefs), Changsha (long sand cays). Qianlichang-
sha (thousand-li sand cays) and Wanlichangsha
(ten thousand-li sand cays), and the numerous
islands, reefs, sand cays and banks of these two
archipelagoes were also given many descriptive
names. In recenl years, there have been dis-
covered in the Xisha Islands ruins of living
qgquarters, poltery and porcelain utensils, iron
knives. iron cocking pots, and other articles of
daily use belonging to- the Tang and Song
Dynasties, and wells. shrines. tombs and other
relics of the Ming and Qing Dynasties. These
[acts prove that, since at least ihe Tang and
Seng Dynasties, Chinese people have lived on
the Xisha and Nansha Islands and engaged in
fishing and other productive activities there.
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Record in "Wu Jing Zong Yao" (Outline
Record of Mililary Affairs) of the Norihernm Song
of the "Guangnan Fleel"

barracks for naval patrols™ in
Guangnan (now Guangdong),
“commissioned the building of
keeled sea-faring warships™
which, “sailing in the south-
western direclion from Tun-
menshan, with a fair east
wind, can rteach Jiuruluozhou
in seven days.” (See annex l.) Jiuruluozhou was
the name for today's Xisha Islands. It shows
that the MNorthern Song court already pul the
Xisha Islands under its jurisdiction and there-
fore dispaiched nawval “‘warships” to patrol
them.

Early in the Yuan Dynasty, an astronomical
observation was carried out at 27 places
throughout the country. In the 16th year of
the reign of Zhiyuan (1279) Kublai Khan or
Emperor Shi Zu. personally assigned Guo Shou-
jing, famous astronomer and Deputy Director

of the Astronomical Bureau™, to do the observa- r

tion in the South China Sea. According {o the ~
official History of the Ywan Dynasty, Nanhai.
Guo's observation point, was “'lo the south of
Zhuya" and “the result of the survey showed
that the latitude of Nanhail is 15°N." The
astronomical observation point MNanhai was on

* Wi Jing Zong Yao (Dutline Record of Mili-
rary Affairs) was authoritative lilerature of the Song
Dynasty, which recerds the military system and
major alfairs in national defence. It was edited by
Ding Du, Depury Prime Minisler and concurrently
Minister of Works, and Zeng Gongliang, Royal At-
tendant in Tian Zhanz Ge, 3 title equlvalent io a
privy councillor,

** The Chinese name of the tille was “Teng Zhi
Tai Shi Yuan Shi.”

Beijing Review, No. 7
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today's Xisha Islands®. 1t shows that Xisha
Islands were within the bounds of China at the
time of the Yuan Dynasty.

During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the
officially compiled local chronicles Guaengdong
Tong Zhi, Qiongzhoufu Zhi and Wanzhou Zhi
all record, in the section of ‘territory™ or
“‘geography, mountains and waiers,” that
“Wanzhou covers @ianlichangsha (thousand-li
sand cays) and Wanlishitang (ten thousand-li
rocky reefs).” This shows that at the time, the
Xisha and Nansha Islands were under the
administration of Wanzhou of Qicngzhou Pre-
fecture (now Wanning and Lingshui Counties,
Hainan Island). Guangdong Province.

in the 49th to 5lst years of the reign of
Kangxi (1710-12) of the Qing Dynasty. Wu
Sheng, Vice-Admiral of the Guangdong Flest
led a naval patrol and “went personally on an
inspection tour, selling out for Qiongya, round-
ing Tonggu and passing through Qizhouyang
and Sigengsha, covering 3,000 [i**.” The
Qizhouyang (sea of seven islands) mentioned
here refers to the sea area around the Xisha
Islands, whose patrol was the responsibility of
the Guangdong Fleet. In the book Shi Xi Ji
Cheng (Travel Notes of an Envoy Lo the West)
by Guo Songtao, the Qing Dynasty Minister to
Britain, the account of his voyage to his post
made in 1876 includes this passage: “By noon
an the 24th day of the tenth moon, 2nd vear of
the reign of Guangxu, the ship had sailed 831
li and reached 17 degrees 30 minutes north of
the Equator, 200 to 300 ! south of Qiongzhou.
The sailors called this place China Sea....
Nearby to the left were the Paracel Islands
[the Kisha Islands] which yielded sea slugs.
and also coral. which was nol of very good
 quality. These islands belong to China.”

In the 9th year of the reign of Guangxu
(1883), Cermany carried oul surveys on the
Xisha and Nansha Islands but had to stop them
under the protest of the Qing Government.

The fact that the Xisha and Nansha Islands
have been China's territory since ancien: times
is not only recorded in a large number of
history books and local chronicles but also cor-
roborated by many official maps, e.g., Huang
Ring Ge Zhi Sheng Fen Tu (Map of the Prov-
inces Direcily Under the Imperial Qing Au-
thority) made in the 20th year of Qianiong
(1755}, Da Qing Wan Nian Yi Tong Di Li Quan
Tu (Map of the Eternally Unified Great Qing
Empire) made in the 15th year of Jiaging {1810)
and Da Qing Yi Teng Tian Xia Quan Tu (Map

Fehruary 18, 1980

of the Unified Territory of the Greal Qing
Empire) made in the 22nd year of Jiaqing
{1817,

In the fourth moon of the first year of
Emperer Xuantong (190%), Zbhang Renjun.
Governor of ‘Guangdong and Guangxi, sent Li
Zhun, Admiral of the Guangdong Fleet, with
more than 170 naval officers and men on an
inspection tour of the Xisha Islands in Lhree
warships, the Fube. the Guangjin and the
Shenhang. They inspected 15 islands and sen
up stone tablets engraved wiith the names of
the islands. They hoisted the flag and fired a
salvo on Yongxing Island by way of reasseri-
ing Chinese sovereigniy.

In 1911 the Chinese Guangdong provincial
government announced the putting ol the
Xisha Islands under the administration nf
Yaxian County, Hainan Island. [n 1921 the
Ministry of Interior of the Chinese Governmeni
approved a license for He Ruinian, a merchant
of Guangdong Province, to engage in fishing.
plantation and mining on the Xisha Islands.
Later he was found to have transferred the
license to Japanese merchanis, and the license
was withdrawn.

In May 1928 the Guangdong provincial
Eovernment sent a study group consisting of
military angd civil officers. scientists and tech-
nicians to go to the XKisha Islands by warship
to make investigations on the spol. The group
submitied a detailed report on the results of
the investigations.

*Guo Shoujing then was responsible for the
work of eslablishing astronomical observation points
within the bounds of China in the Yuan Dynasty.
The Nanhai observation point was 1o the soulh of
Zhuya” ihal is, to Lhe south of Hainan island. The
result of their survey was: ““The jatitude of Qiong-
zhou is 19.75°N"; "The latitude of Nanhal is 15°N.”
This shows that the Nanhai observation point was
more than 4 degrees south of Qiongzhou cbserva-
lion point on Hainan Island, which is exactly the
location of the Xisha Islands of today. Owing 1o
technological limitations at that time, Lhe norih
latitudes oblalned of meost of the 27 ubservalion
points showed an error of aboul gne degree as com-
pared with their present latitudes, Since acecording
1o the system of the Yuan Dynasty a circumference
was divided into 365.25 degrees instead of 360 de-
grees as at present, the then 15°N for the Nanhai
observation poin{ should actoally be IM°47°'N, and
discounting the error ¢f aboutl one degree, its loca-
tion is precisely on the Xisha Islands of today.

** See volume 56 of Quan Zhou Fu Zhi (History

of Quanzhou), written during the reign of Qianlong
of the Qing Dynasty.
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The above historical facts fully prave that
China was the first to discover. deveiop and
administer ithe Xisha and Nansha Islands.
Consecutive jurisdiction was exercised over
them by successive Chinese Governments for
mere than 1.000 years. The Chinese are indis-
putable owners of these island groups,

{2) China's Struggle in Defence of lIts
Sovereignty Over the Xishe and
Nansha Islands

For a period of time after the establish-
ment of its ¢olonial rule in Viet Nam lowards
the end of ithe 19th century. France still rec-
ognized China's sovergignty over the Xisha
Islands. In connection with the Xisha Islands.
the French Premier and Foreign Minister
Arstide Briand admitted on August 22, 1921
“the impossibility in which we currently [ind
ourselves to claim these Islands as the Chinese
Government has since 1909 exercised iis rights
to their ownership [referring to the ubove-men-
tioned inspection tour of the Xisha Islands by
Li Zhun}” In 19295 French Acling Governor-
General in Indochina also conceded that “ac-
cording to reports {rom varicus sources, the
Paracels {the Xisha Islands] should be regarded
as belonging to China*.

But the then French colonialists. covelous
of Chinese territory and aware of the great
strategic importance of the Xisha Islands,
tried to seize these islands by taking the op-
portunity of Japanese aggression against Chi-
na's northeastern provinces starling with the
September 18th [ncident of 1831, In a note ad-
dressed to the Chinese Legation in France on
December 4 the same year, the French Govern-
ment asserted Lhat the Empire of Apnam had
a so-called “prior tille” to the Xisha Islands.
thus flagrantly laying a terriforial claim to
these Chinese Islands. The then Chinese
Government gave a rebuital in categorical
terms, pointing out that the Xisha lslands had
lorng been under China's jurisdiction. In his
note of November 30, 1932 to the French Con-
sul in Guangzhou, Zhu Zhaoxin, Special In-
spector of the Minisiry of Foreign Alfairs of
the Chinese Government. again affirmed that
“there is no doubt whatsoever that the Xisha
Islands are part of China's territory.”

However, the ithen French authorities went
a step further and invaded and uveccupied nine

*See Rewiew of Foreign Affairs. April 1034
p. 77,
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of China's Nansha Islands in 1933. The Chi-
nese people rose in protest, and the then Chi-
nese Governmeni made strong representations
to the..French authorities through diplomatic
channels.

A "“Committee for the Examination of
Land and Sea Maps" composed of the repre-
sentatives of the Chinese Foreign, Interior and
Naval Ministries and other institutions in 1934-
35 specially checked and approved the names
of the Souith China Sea Islands and compiled
and printed the Map of the South Chine Sea
Islands. on which the Dongsha, Xisha. Zhong-
sha and Nansha Islands were clearly marked
as belonging to China.

During World War II, Japan invaded and
occupied 1the Xisha and Nansha Islands in 1939.
Following the Japancse surrender in 1945, the
then Chinese Government in November and
Decernber 1946 designated senior officials to
proveed to the Xisha and Nansha Islands by
warships io iake over these islands, where take-
over ceremonies were held and stone tablets
erected (see annex 2) and troops garrisomed.
These were followed by the renaming of the
Dongsha, Xisha, Zhongsha and Nansha Islands
and their various islands, sand cays, reefs and
banks. Thus, the Xisha and Nansha Islands.
once illegally seized by ([oreign powers, were
resinred to the jurisdiction of the Chinese
Government.

Alter the founding of the People's Re-
public of China, Foreign Minister Zhou Enlai.
in his Statement on the U.S.-U.K. Draft ol
Peace Treaty With Japan and the San Francisco
Conference, solemnly declared on August 15,
1951 that, like the Dongsha and Zhongsha

[slands, the Xisha and Nansha Islands “haves

always been China’s territory.” that “although’
they had been occupied by Japan for some
time during the war of aggression waged by
Japanese imperialism. they were all taken over
by the then Chinese Government, following
Japan's surrender,” and thal “whether, or not
the U.5-U.K. draft treaty conizins provisions
en this subject and noe matier how these pro-
visions are worded,” China's sovereignty over
the Xisha and Nansha Islands “will not be in
any way affected.”

Thereafter, the Governmeni and Foreign
Minisiry of the People's Republic of China
have issued many solemn. statements opposing
foreign infringement on China's sovereignty
over the Xisha and Nansha Islands and reaf-
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Since the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China, the Chinese Government and
people have continued to administer and
develop the Xisha and Nansha Islands. From
1950 to 1856, large numbers of fishermen {rom
Qionghal County. Guangdong Province, con-
tinvally went to the Nansha Islands for fishing.
The departments concerned of the Hainan
Administrative Area of Guangdong Province
have continually sent people to the Xisha
Islands for surveys, collection of marine prod-
uets and guano and the setting up of a
meteorologlica]l station, and exercised adminis-
tration over the [ishermen on the Xisha Islands.
In March 1959 the Hainan Administrative Area
set up on Yongxing Island of the Xisha Islands
an "“Qffice of the Xisha, Nansha and Zhongsha
Islands.” which in March 1969 was renamed
the “Revolutionary Commiitee of the Xisha,
Zhongsha and Nansha Islands of Guangdong
Provinee.”

In January 1974 the Chinese People's
Liberation Army and militta drove out the
troops of the South Vietnamese authorities in

February 18, 1880 .

ANNEX 2: When lhe Chinese gov-
ernment officials and naval officers
and men took over the Nansha
Istands in Dcccmber 1946, they had
a pholo iaken onm Taiping lsland as
a mcmento and erecled a sione
tabled 10 reasserl China's sovercignty
over these islands. The photo below
(left} shows the freat of the stone
tablet and {he one below {right)
shows iis back.

Saigon who had invaded the Xisha Islands and
thus defended China's sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity.

For years the Taiwan authorities of China
have maintained a military garrison on Taiping
Island, the biggest among the Wansha Islands.

{3) China's Sovereignty Over the Xisha ond
Nansha Islands Is Widely Acknowledged
Internationally

Many countries and world opinion recog-
nize the fact that the Xisha and Nansha Islands
are part of China's territory.

In April 1930 the Far East Conference on
Meteorology held in Xianggang (Hong Kong),
with the participation of the representatives of
China, France, the Philippines and the Xiang-
gang authorities, adopted a resoiution request-
ing the Chinese Government 1o establish a
meteoroiogical observation slation on the Xisha
Islands.

Afier the Annamese police of the French
colonial authorities intruded into the Xisha
Islands in 1938, a spokesinan of the Japanese
Foreign Ministry stated that the Xisha Islands
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ANNEX 3: The 15th map Saulheasl Asia In the “Standard World Atlas™ published in

1952 by the Japanese Natlional Education Books Company. On the right corner below s

the lhen Japanese Forcign Minister Kalsue OKazaki's inscription aod signalure recom-
mending this atlas.

on which the Annamese police had landed were
“recognized by us as part of China's territory=.”

The 1951 San Francisco Conference on the
peace treaty with Japan decided that Japan
should renvunce the Kisha and Nansha Islands.
The leader of the Soviel Delegation Andreai
Gromyko pointed vul at the conference that the
Xisha and Nansha Islands . . . are China's “in-
alienable tertitory.”  Although the U.S-U.K.
drafled peace treaty wilth Japan did nol men-
{ion the ownership ol these islands afler Japan's
renunciation, yvet in 1852, the vear ualter the San
Francisco Pence Treaty with Japan was sign-
ed. the 13th map, Southeast Asia, of the
Standard World Atlas, which was recommended
by the signature of the then Japanese Foreign
Minister Katsuo Okazaki, marks as part of
China all the Xisha and Nansha Islands, which
Japan had to rencunce as skipulated by the

20

peace trealy, as well as the Dongsha and
Zhongsha Islands (see annex 3). Since these
islands were orviginally China’s {ercitory, they
should of course be returned to China.

In October 1953 the International Ciwvil
Aviation Organization held a conference in
Manila. which was attended by representa-
tives of the United Siates. Britain., France,
Japan, Canada, Ausiralin. New Zealand. Thai-
Jand. the Philippines and the authorities of
south Viet Nam and China’s Taiwan. Resolu-
tion Nn. 24 adopled by the conlerence requested
the Tailwan authorilies of China to improve
meteorological obscrvation on  the Nansha
Islands, and no opposition or reservation was
registered in this regard.

* A Reuter dispatch. July 4. 1938
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Since the beginning of the 20th century,
most of the authoritative encyclopaedias rec-
ognize the Xisha and Nansha Islands as
China’s territory. For instance, the Worldmark
Encyclopaedia of the Nations published in ihe
United States in 1963 states that the islands [of
the People’s Republic of China] “include the
reefs and islands of the South China Sea, ex-
tending as far as 4°N. These reefs and islands
include the Tungsha (Pratas), Sisha {Paracels),
Chungsha, and Nansha archipelagoes.” The
Bolshaya Sovietskaya Enciclopediya of 1973
and the Japanese Kyodo World Marual of 1979
also explicitly point out that the Xisha and
Nansha Islands are China's territory.

Atlases and maps published in many coun-
tries mark the Xisha and Nansha Islands as
belonging to China. For example, this is done
in the Welt-Atlas published in 1he Federal Re-
. public of Germany in 1954, the Saviet Atlas
Mirg from 1954 to 1967, the Romanian Atlas
Geografic Scolar of 1957, the 1968 Carte
Generale du Monde published in France by the
Institut Geographigue National, the 1968 Haack
Grosser Weliattas published in the G.D.R.. the
1970 Gran Atlas Aguilar published in Spain and
the 1873 Atlas of China published by the Jupa-
nese Heibou Sha. In short, the Xisha and Nan-
sha Islands are recognized as part of China's
lerritory in conlemporary maps and  books
published in many countries.

{4) The Perlidy of the Vietnamese Authorities

It must be pointed out that there used 1o
be no dispule between China and Viet Nam
aver the ownership of the Xisha and MNansha
Islands. Dwring a long period of time the Viet-
namese side formally acknowledged Lhese
“islands us being Chinese territory since ancient
times. whether in their government statements
and notes. or in their newspapers, periodicals.
maps and textbooks.

On June 15. 1956 Vice-Foreign Minisier
Ung Van Khiem of he Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam received Li Zhimin. Charge d'Affaires
ad interim of the Chinese Embassy in Viel
Nam, and stated to him that, “according 1o
Vietnamese dala. the Xisha and Nansha lslands
ure historically part of Chinese lerritory.”  Le
Loc, Acting Director of the Asian Depariment
of the Vietnamese Foreign Ministry, who was
present, specifically cited Vietnumese data and
pointed out that, “judging from history, these
islands were already pari of China at the time
of the Song Dynasty.”

February 18, 1930

In its declaration of September 4, 1958, the
Government of the Puople’s Republic of China
prociaimed the breadth of the territorial sea
of the People’s Republic of China fo be 12
nautical miles and stated expiicitly that “‘this
provision applies to all territories of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, including . . . the
Dongsha Islands. the Xisha Islands, the Zhong-
sha Islands, the Nansha Islands and all other
islands belonging 10 China” On Scpiember 6,
1958, Nhan Dan, central nrgan of the Vietnam-
ese Workers' Party. prominently featured on
its front page details of the Chinese Govern-
ment’s declaration. It wrote, “On September 4,
1958 the Government of Lhe People’s Republic
of China issued a declaration on China's ter-
ritorial sea. The declaration provides that the
breadth of China’s territorial sea is 12 nau-
tical miles (over 22 kilometres). This provi-
sion applies o all territories of the People’s Re-
public of China including the Chinese main-
land and its coastal islands, as well as Taiwan
and its surrounding islands, the Penghu Islands,
the Dongsha Islands, the Xisha Islands. the
Zhongsha Isiands, the Mansha Islands and il
cther islands belonging 1o China which are
separaled from the mainland and ils coastal
islands by the high seas.” On September 14
the same year, Premier Pham Vap Dnng of
the Vietnamese Government solemnly stated in
his note 10 Premier Zhou Enlai of the Chinese
State Council (hat “the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam recognizes
and supporis the declaration of the Government
of the People’s Republic of China on China's
lerritorial sea made on September 4, 1958, and
that “the Government of the Democratic Re-
public of Viet Nam respects this decision.”
Pham Van Dong's nate clearly shows (hat the
Vietnamese Government acknowledged Xisha
and Nansha Islands as China’s territory (see
annex 4 on next page),

In ity slatement of May 9. 1965 on the U.S.
Government's designation of 2 “combal zone™
for its farces in Viel Nam. the Governmen! o
tlhe Democralic Republic of Viet Nam said that
it was “a direcl threat to the security of the
Democratic Republic of Viel Nam and its neigh-
bouring country” - ~U.S. President Lyndon
Johnson o designate the whole of Viel Nam
and the adjacent waters which extend roughly
100 miles from the crast of Viet Nam and part
of the territvrial waters of the People's Repub-
lic of China in its XKisha lsiands as a ‘combat
zonc' of the U.S. armed forces.” Here the Viet-
namese Government once again clearly recog-
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ANNKEX 4: Vielnamese Premier Pham VYan
Dong's nofte lo Premier Zhou Enlai, daled
September 14, 1938,

nized the Xisha Islands as part of Chinese ter-
ritory.

In reporting foreign intrusions into the
Xisha Islands, the Vietnamese press also clearly
recognized these islands as belonging to China.
For example, on May 13, 1969 Nhan Dan re-
ported that “on May 10 a U.S. military alrcraft
invaded China’s air space over Yongxing Island
and Dongdao Island of the Xisha Islands of
China’s Guangdong Province.” Many similar
reports were carried in Vietnamese papers.

Qfficial maps and texthooks of Viet Nam
explicitly acknowledged the Xisha and Nansha
Islands as China’s territory. For example, the
1960 World Map made by the Mapping Section
of the General Staff of the Vietnamese People's
Army marks the Xisha and Nansha Islands by
their Chinese names and notes in brackets that
they belong to China. The May 1372 World
Atlas published by the Bureau of Survey and
Cartography Under the Qffice of the Premier
of Viet Nam also marks the Xisha and Nansha
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Islands by their Chinese names (see annex 5).
Another example, the lesson entitled “The Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’ in the geography text-
book for school pupils of grade 9 published by
Viet Nam’'s Educatlional Press in 1974 reads in
part as follows: "The chain of islands from the
Nansha and Xisha Islands to Hainan Island,
Taiwan Island, the Penghu Islands and the
Zhoushan Islands . . . is shaped like a how
and constilutes a Great Wall defending the
China mainland.”

The Vietnamese in apparent seriousness
stressed that in order io establish territorial
sovereignty it is necessary 1o present “formal
siate materials” and “documents of legal force.”
What we have cited above are precisely Viet-
namese ‘“formal state materials” and “docu-
ments of legal force.” This clearly shows that
up to 1974 the Vielnamese Government had rec-
ognized the Xisha and Nansha Islands as Chi-
nese territory. Now, the Vietnamese authorities
have gone back on their own word and per-
fidiously departed from their original position
of recognizing the Xisha and Nansha Islands as
Chinese territory, and this is something abso-
lutely impermissible under international law.

(5) The Arguments of the Vietnamese White
Book Are Totally Untenable

The 19 “documents” quoted in the White
Book of the Vietnamese Foreign Ministry fall
roughly into two categories: the first category
{documents Nos. 1 to 5) consists of some Viet-
nammese “historical sources” and the =zecond
category (documents Nos. § to 13) lists some
materials about the occupation of China’s Xisha
and Nansha Islands by the French colonial
authorities and the south Vietnamese authori-
ties in Saigon since 1933. All are intended to
prove that China's Xisha and Nansha Islands
are Vietnamese territory. But if one makes a
serious study and analysis, it will not be gdif-
ficult to find that the “documents" in the first
category are all based on deliberate false attri-
bution, and that those in the second category
are totally untenable and legally invalid.

The Vielnamese authorities allege that Bai
Cal Vang and Hoang Sa Chu in the historical
records is what they now call the Hoang Sa
Archipelago or what is knewn in the West as
the Paracels, that is to say. China's Xisha
Islands. Their primary *‘historical sources” are

Beijing Review, No. 7
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prinled by Viet Num in Muy 1972, page 190 On (he right corner
The Viclnamese words on the righl corner bhebow give Lhe
“The Bureau of Swrvey and Cnetography Under the OIfice of {he

Premier of Vicl Nam.”

a “Map of the Quang Ngai Region From a Col-
lection of Maps of Viet Nam™ compiled in the
17th century by a Vielnamese called Do Ba and

P™Phu Bien Tap Luc (Miscellaneous Records on the
Pacilication of the Frontiers) written by Le Quy
Don in the 18th century. Quoted from the map
and the records by the Viclnamese While Book
are the following descriptions of Bai Cat Vang
and Hoang Sa Chu:

. an ¢longated sandbunk. called Bai
Cat Vang (meaning yellow sandbank). . . . lies
in the middie of the sea. . . . If takes one day
and a half fram Dai Chiem Port Lo go there:;
and only haif a day if one embarks at Sa Ky.”

“In Binh Son sub-district. Quang Ngai
dislrict, there is the An Vinh village on the sea,
Off the coast of this village, in the northeasi lie
islands with over 130 scattered hills. The
distance between these hitls is covered by a

February 18, 1980

voyage of one day or sometimes ol only a lew
hours. There are (resh water springs on these
hills.  Among the islands there is a vast and
Mat yellow sandbank. over 30 li long, where the
spring water is cryslal clear”

The Viclnamese authorities eite the above
two  passages as  the ‘“earliest and most
vssential” mailerial. Bul these records precisely

show thal what the Vieltnamese call the Heoang
Ha Archipelago is not China’s Xisha [slands.
They ave two entirely different places.

First. the geographical locaiion. According
in the Vielnamese maierial, it takes one day and
a half 1o gel to Bai Cat Vang fram Dai Chiem
Part {(now Cua Dai. Quang Nam-Da Nang Prov-
ince. Viet Nam) and only half a day from Sa
Ky Port (near Binh Son County, Quang Ngai
Provinge, Viet Nam). But China’s Xisha Islands
are 200 nautical miles irom the coast of central
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Viet Nam, a distance which was absclutely im-
possible to cover by sailboat in half a day or
even one day and a hall with navigation tech-
niques as théy were.

Secondly, the length and area. Tt is said in
the Vietnamese material that Hoang Sa Chu is
“over 30 Ui long” and “vast and flat.” Yet, even
Yongxing Tsland, the biggest among China's
Xisha Islands, is less than 2 kilometres {4 1)
long and has an area of only 1.85 square kilo-
metres,

Thirdly, ithe topography. According to the
Vietnamese malerial, there are in the Hoang Sa
Archipelagoe “over 130 scattered hills.” But
there are no hills at all on China’s shallow and
flat Xisha Islands, whose elevation is generally
only 5 to 6 metres. with the highest point meas-
uring 15.9 metres. And in Xisha there are only
a total of 35 islands, reefs, sandbanks and

sand cays. There are neo “over 130 hills” to
speak of.

These comparisens clearly show that the
Hoang Sa Acchipelage mentioned in the Viet-
namese material can only be some islands and
shoals off the coast of central Viet Nam and not
China's Xisha Islands.

The Vietnamese White Book asserts that
Dei Nam Thuc Lue Chinh Bien (Official Chron-
icles of Dai Nam} “records the occupation by
King Gia Long of the Hoang Sa 1slands in 1816.”
But no record of “occupation” is found any-
where in this history book. The legend that
King Giu Long “occupied the Hoang Sa Islands”
aviginated from an article, "Note on the Geo-
graphy of Cochinchina™ by Bishop Louis
Taberd. a French colonialist. who wrote: “The
Pracel or Parocels, is a labyrinth of small
islands, rocks and sandbuanks, which appears to
exlend up (o the 1T1h degres of north lalitude.
in the 107Lth parallel ol longilude from Paris.”
He also wrote that in 1816 King Gia Long “went
with selemnity to plant his [lag and take formal
possession of these rocks. which it is not likely
anvbody will dispule with him.” 107°E from
Paris meridian is 109°10°E [rom Greenwich,
which is not far from the coast of central Viet
Num, China's Xisha Ixlands, however. are to
the vast of 110°10°E, Taberd said that the Pracel
extended to 11°N, bul the southernmost point
of the Xisha Istands is at 15°47'N. Obviously,
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the Pracel referred fo by Bishop Taberd is
islands and sheals off the coast of central Viel
Nam, -but not China’s Xisha Islands.

What the Vietnamese call Truong Sa Archi-
pelago cannot be China’s Nansha Islands,
either. The White Book says that Truong Sa
Archipelago used to be called Dai Truong Sa.
Dai Truong Sa is described in many Chinese

_ and Vietnamese historical records, bul it

obviously is not situated where China’s Nansha
[slands are; the reference is to some islands
and shoals along the Vietnamese coast. As Lhe
Vietnamese authorities fail to find any histor-
ical evidence of value 1o prove that Truong Sa
is China’s Nansha Islands. they in the White
Book have recourse to Dai Nam Nhat Thong
Toan Do (Complete Map of Unified Dai Nam),
a map of unknown origin. However, it can -
clearly be seen [rom this map that Hoang Sa
and Van Ly Truong Sa are close and parallel
to the coast of central Viet Nam and not where
China’s Xisha and Nansha Islands are.

By false atiribution the Vietnamese au-
thorities are attempting to {ind a basis for their
ambition for territorial expansion and hood-
wink the people of the world. Bul this is surely
futile.

The Vietnamese authorities cile in their
White Book the occupation of China's Xisha
and Nansha Islands by the French colenial au-
thorities and the south Vietnamese authoerities
in Saigon since 1933 in order to prove the
legilimacy of the Vietnamese authorities’ terri-
torial claim to Chima's Xisha and Nansha
Islands. This is not at all tenable. According
to international law, aggression does not””
establish sovereigniy. and ‘inheritanca™ of
territory seized from another ecountry through
occupation is illegal and therefore invalid.

w L -

That Lhe Xisha and Nansha Islands have
been China's lerritory since ancient times is
fully proved by legal evidence. And cone can
draw an impartial conclusion from the ample
facts and materials mentioned above. The Viet-
namese aulhorities” jllegal ogcupation of part
of China's Nansha Islands and their territorial
claim to China’s Xisha and Nansha Islands can
only serve o reveal their regional hegemonist
and aggressor expansionist ambitions. China’s

sovereignty over the Xisha and Nansha Islands
is indisputable.
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Law on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone of
25 February 1992

The Law on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone of the People's Republic of China, adopted at the
24th meeting of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress on 25 February 1992.

Article 1

This law is formulated in order to enable the People's Republic of China (PRC) to exercise its sovereignty over
its territorial sea and its rights to exercise control over its contiguous zone, and to safeguard State security as well as
its maritime rights and interests.

Article 2

The PRC's territorial sea refers to the waters adjacent to its territorial land.

The PRC's territorial land includes the mainland and its offshore islands, Taiwan and the various affiliated
islands including Diaoyu Island, Penghu Islands, Dongsha Islands, Xisha Islands, Nansha (Spratly) Islands and other
islands that belong to the People's Republic of China.

The PRC's internal waters refer to the waters along the baseline of the territorial sea facing the land.
Article 3

The extent of the PRC's territorial sea measures 12 nautical miles from the baseline of the territorial sea. The
PRC's baseline of the territorial sea is designated with the method of straight baselines, formed by joining the various
base points with straight lines.

The outer limit of the PRC's territorial sea refers to the line, every point of which is at a distance of 12 nautical
miles from the nearest point of the baseline of the territorial sea.

Article 4

The PRC's contiguous zone refers to the waters that are outside of, but adjacent to, its territorial sea. The
extent of the contiguous zone has a width of 12 nautical miles.

The outer limit of the PRC's contiguous zone is a line, every point of which has a nearest distance of 24
nautical miles from the baseline from which the territorial sea is measured.

Article 5

The People's Republic of China exercises sovereignty over its territorial sea and the airspace over the
territorial sea, as well as its seabed and subsoil.

Article 6

Non-military foreign ships enjoy the right of innocent passage through the territorial sea of the People's
Republic of China according to law.

National legislation - DOALOS/OLA - United Nations @
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To enter the territorial sea of the People's Republic of China, foreign military ships must obtain permission
from the Government of the People's Republic of China.

Article 7

While passing through the territorial sea of the People's Republic of China, foreign submarines and other
underwater vehicles shall navigate on the surface of the sea and show their flags.

Article 8

While passing through the territorial sea of the People's Republic of China, foreign ships shall abide by the
laws and regulations of the People's Republic of China and shall not impair the peace, security and good order of the
People's Republic of China.

Foreign nuclear-powered ships and other ships carrying nuclear, toxic or other dangerous substances must
carry certain documents and observe special precautionary measures when they pass through the territorial sea of the
People's Republic of China.

The Government of the People's Republic of China has the right to adopt all necessary measures to prevent
and stop the passage of a ship which is not innocent through its territorial sea.

Foreign ships which violate the laws and regulations of the People's Republic of China shall be dealt with
according to law by relevant departments of the People's Republic of China.

Article 9

To ensure the safety of navigation and satisfy other requirements, the Government of the People's Republic of
China may require foreign ships passing through its territorial sea to use the designated sea lane or prescribed traffic
separation scheme. Concrete methods should be issued by the Government of the People's Republic of China or its
relevant responsible departments.

Article 10

The relevant responsible organs of the People's Republic of China shall have the right to order an immediate
eviction of foreign military ships or ships owned by foreign Governments and operated for non-commercial purposes
that violate the laws or regulations of the People's Republic of China while passing through the territorial sea of the
People's Republic of China. Losses or damage caused shall be borne by the nations whose flag is being flown by the
ship in question.

Article 11

Any international, foreign organization, or individual who intends to conduct activities connected with
scientific research or marine survey shall first seek the consent of the People's Republic of China or its relevant
responsible departments and abide by the laws and regulations of the People's Republic of China.

Whoever is found illegally entering the territorial sea of the People's Republic of China to conduct activities
connected with scientific research or marine survey in violation of the preceding provisions shall be dealt with by the
relevant organs of the People's Republic of China according to law.

National legislation - DOALOS/OLA - United Nations @
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Article 12

Foreign aircraft may not enter the air above the territorial sea of the People's Republic of China unless they do
so in accordance with agreements or accords which the Governments of their countries have signed with the
Government of the People's Republic of China, or they have been approved or accepted by the Government of the
People's Republic of China or organs it has authorized.

Article 13

The People's Republic of China has the authority to exercise powers within its contiguous zone for the purpose
of preventing or punishing infringement of its security, customs, fiscal sanitary laws and regulations or entry-exit
control within its land territories, internal waters or territorial sea.

Article 14

When competent authorities of the People's Republic of China have good reasons to believe that a foreign ship
has violated the laws and regulations of the People's Republic of China, they may exercise the right of hot pursuit.

The hot pursuit commences when the foreign ship, or one of its small boats, or other craft working as a team
and using the ship pursued as a mother ship is within the limits of the internal waters, territorial sea or contiguous
zone of the People's Republic of China.

If the foreign ships are in the contiguous zone of the People's Republic of China, the hot pursuit may proceed
only when the rights of the relevant laws and regulations set forth in article 13 above have been violated.

As long as the hot pursuit is not interrupted, it may continue outside the territorial sea of the People's Republic
of China or the contiguous zone. The hot pursuit ceases as soon as the ship pursued enters the territorial sea of its
own country or of a third country.

The right of hot pursuit in this article is exercised by warships or military aircraft of the People's Republic of
China, or by ships or aircraft authorized by the Government of the People's Republic of China to that effect.

Article 15

The baseline of the territorial sea of the People's Republic of China shall be established by the Government of
the People's Republic of China.

Article 16

The Government of the People's Republic of China shall draw up relevant regulations in accordance with this
law.

Article 17

This law becomes effective upon promulgation.
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Chinese Foreign Ministry Statement regarding Huangyandao
(Press briefing, 22 May 1997)

Since the end of April this year, the Philippine side has many times
dispatched military vessels and military planes to unjustifiably follow,
monitor and disrupt the “Joint International Amateur Radio Exploration
Activities” organized by a non-govemnmental organization of China, and
participated by amateur radio fans of China, the US and Japan at China’s
Huangyandao and its adjacent waters. The Philippine side has also sent
people to the island several times, erected flags and tablets on i, and made
groundless accusations against the personnel of the Chinese side, The
Chinese side, proceeding from the overall interests of maintaining bilateral
friendly relations, has undertaken an attitude of utmost restraint with regard
to the above acts of the Philippine side. At the same time, the Chinese side
has asked the Philippine side, through

diplomatic channels, to correct its wrong behavior, and immediately stop its
violation of China’s territorial integrity. But the situation in recent days
clearly shows that the Philippine side has intensified its violation of the
Chinese territory of Huangyandao. The Philippine side, using the 200 EEZ
as reason, brazenly announced it’s so-called jurisdictional right over the
Chinese territory of Huangyandao.  The Chinese Government and people
absolutely cannot accept this.

Huangyan Dao has always been Chinese territory and its legal position has
been long determined. According to Aricle 121 of the UNCLOS,
Huangyandao is surrounded by water on all sidesand is a natural dry land arca
that is higher than the water level during high tide; it 18 not a shoal or
submerged reef that does not rise above the water all year round.  Many
historical documents record that China has sovereignty over the island,
The Chinese Government has three times officially announced the Chinese
Government’s name or change of name for the island - all these are actions
of a country which exercises effective jurisdiction over the island. It ig also
commonly tecognized among the international community that
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Huangyandao is China's territory. Amateur radio operators of many
countries have undertaken radio exploratory activities on the island after
receiving permission from the Chinese Government. At present, many
countries continue to apply with China to undertake such activities. The
island has been entered into the international amateur radio DXTC list of
the Amateur Radio Association of the United States.

The Philippines has never challenged the position that Huangyandao is
China’s territory. Recently, the Philippine side suddenly claims that it has
maritime jurisdiction over Huangyandao because the island is in the 200 nm
EEZ of the Philippines. This position violates the principles of international
law and the UNCLOS. Tt is clearly stated in the preface of the UNCLOS that
the convention should take into account the sovereignty of all countries. The
provisions of the UNCLOS regarding maritime jurisdiction are not suitable
for resolving questions regarding territorial sovereignty. According to the
UNCLOS, littoral states only enjoy the right to explore and develop the
natural resources in the area covered by their EEZ’s, but this does not affect
the legal position of a country’s tertitorial sovereignty. The issue of
Huangyandao is an issue of territorial sovereignty; the development and
exploitation of the EEZ is a question of maritime jurisdiction, the nature of
the two issues are different and hence the laws and regiilations governing
them are also different, and they should not be discussed together.  The
atiempt of the Philippine side to use maritime jurisdictional rights to violate
the territorial sovereiguty of China is unienable. Avvording W international
law, under a situation where there is an overlapping .nf EFZ’s among
converned vuunties, (he act of a country to unilaterally proclaim its 200 LLEZ
is null and void. The scope of the EEZ’s of the Philippines and China should
be resolved through negotiations based on the principles and regulations of

international laws.

The Chinese Government strongly calls on the Philippine side to respect
historical reality, respect international laws, respect the territorial sovereignty
of China over Huangyandao, and immediately stop all activities that violate
the territorial sovereignty of China, in the overall interest of maintaining the
peace and stability of the Nanhai area and the friendly relations between the

two sides.
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EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE AND CONTINENTAL SHELF ACT

(Adopted at the third session of the Standing Committee of
the Ninth National People's Congress, 26 June 1998)

Article 1

This Act is adopted with a view to safeguarding the sovereign rights and jurisdiction exercised by the People's
Republic of China over the exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf and to protect China's maritime rights
and interests.

Article 2

The exclusive economic zone of the People's Republic of China is an area beyond and adjacent to the
territorial sea of the People's Republic of China extending to a distance of 200 nautical miles from the baselines from
which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured.

The continental shelf of the People's Republic of China comprises the seabed and subsoil of the submarine
areas that extend beyond its territorial sea throughout the natural prolongation of its land territory to the outer edge
of the continental margin, or to a distance of 200 nautical miles from the baselines from which the breadth of the
territorial sea is measured where the outer edge of the continental margin does not extend up to that distance.

Conflicting claims regarding the exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf by the People's Republic
of China and States with opposite or adjacent coasts shall be settled, on the basis of international law and in
accordance with the principle of equity, by an agreement delimiting the areas so claimed.

Article 3

In the exclusive economic zone the People's Republic of China shall exercise sovereign rights for the purpose
of exploring and exploiting, conserving and managing the natural resources of the waters superjacent to the seabed
and of the seabed and its subsoil, and with regard to other activities for the economic exploitation and exploration of
the zone, such as the production of energy from the water, current and winds.

The People's Republic of China shall have jurisdiction in the exclusive economic zone with regard to the
establishment and use of artificial islands, installations and structures; marine scientific research; and the protection
and preservation of the marine environment.

The natural resources of the exclusive economic zone referred to in this Act include living and non-living
resources.

Article 4

The People's Republic of China shall exercise sovereign rights over the continental shelf for the purpose of
exploring it and exploiting its natural resources.
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The People's Republic of China shall have jurisdiction over the continental shelf with regard to the
establishment and use of artificial islands, installations and structures; marine scientific research; and the protection
and preservation of the marine environment.

The People's Republic of China shall have the exclusive right to authorize and regulate drilling on the
continental shelf for all purposes.

The natural resources of the continental shelf referred to in this Act consist of the mineral and other non-living
resources of the seabed and subsoil together with living organisms belonging to sedentary species, that is to say,
organisms which, at the harvestable stage, either are immobile on or under the seabed or are unable to move except
in constant physical contact with the seabed or the subsoil.

Article 5

Any international organization, foreign organization or individual entering the exclusive economic zone of the
People's Republic of China to engage in fishery activities must have the approval of the competent authorities of the
People's Republic of China and comply with the laws and regulations of the People's Republic of China and any
treaties or agreements concluded by the relevant States and the People's Republic of China.

The competent authorities of the People's Republic of China shall have the right to take any necessary
conservation and management measures to ensure that the living resources of the exclusive economic zone are not
endangered by over-exploitation.

Article 6

The competent authorities of the People's Republic of China shall have the right to conserve and manage the
straddling fish stocks, highly migratory fish stocks and marine mammals of the exclusive economic zone,
anadromous stocks originating in the rivers of the People's Republic of China and catadromous species that spend the
greater part of their life cycle in the waters of the People's Republic of China.

The People's Republic of China shall have the primary interest in anadromous stocks originating in China's
rivers.

Article 7

Any international organization, foreign organization or individual engaging in the exploration or exploitation
of the natural resources of the exclusive economic zone or continental shelf of the People's Republic of China or to
carry out drilling in the continental shelf of the People's Republic of China must have the approval of the competent
authorities of the People's Republic of China and comply with the laws and regulations of the People's Republic of
China.

Article 8

The People's Republic of China shall have exclusive rights in the exclusive economic zone and the continental
shelf to establish and to authorize and regulate the establishment, operation and use of artificial islands, installations
and structures.

The People's Republic of China shall have exclusive jurisdiction over the artificial islands, installations and
structures in the exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf, including jurisdiction with regard to customs,
fiscal, health, security and immigration laws and regulations.
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The competent authorities of the People's Republic of China shall have the right to establish safety zones
around the artificial islands, installations and structures in the exclusive economic zone and continental shelf in
which they may take appropriate measures to ensure the safety both of navigation and of the artificial islands,
installations and structures.

Article 9

Any international organization, foreign organization or individual engaging in marine scientific research in the
exclusive economic zone and continental shelf of the People's Republic of China must have the approval of the
competent authorities of the People's Republic of China and shall comply with the laws and regulations of the
People's Republic of China.

Article 10

The competent authorities of the People's Republic of China shall have the right to take the necessary
measures to prevent, reduce and control pollution of the marine environment and to protect and preserve the marine
environment of the exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf.

Article 11

Any State, provided that it observes international law and the laws and regulations of the People's Republic of
China, shall enjoy in the exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf of the People's Republic of China
freedom of navigation and overflight and of laying submarine cables and pipelines, and shall enjoy other legal and
practical marine benefits associated with these freedoms. The laying of submarine cables and pipelines must be
authorized by the competent authorities of the People's Republic of China.

Article 12

The People's Republic of China may, in the exercise of its sovereign rights to explore, exploit, conserve and
manage the living resources of the exclusive economic zone, take such measures, including boarding, inspection,
arrest, detention and judicial proceedings, as may be necessary to ensure compliance with its laws and regulations.

In the event of a violation of the laws and regulations of the People's Republic of China in the exclusive
economic zone or the continental shelf, the People's Republic of China shall have the right to take the necessary
investigative measures in accordance with the law and may exercise the right of hot pursuit.

Article 13

Rights enjoyed by the People's Republic of China in the exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf that
are not stipulated in this Act shall be exercised in accordance with international law and the laws and regulations of
the People's Republic of China.

Article 14
The provisions of this Act shall not affect the historical rights of the People's Republic of China.
Article 15

The Government of the People's Republic of China may, in accordance with this Act, enact relevant regulations.
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Article 16

This Act shall enter into force on the date of promulgation.
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Order of the Ministry of Agriculture, People’s Republic of China
No. 33

The Rules Governing the Management of Fishery Administrative Legal Enforcement
Vessels of the People’s Republic of China was passed by the 6th standing committee meeting
of the Ministry of Agriculture on 9 May 2000, and is hereby promulgated for implementation.

Minister Chen Yao-bang
13 June 2000

Regulation on the Management of the Fishery Administrative
Enforcement Vessels of the People’s Republic of China

Article 1. In order to enhance the management of fishery administrative legal
enforcement vessels, these Rules have been formulated pursuant to the requirements in laws
and regulations such as the Fisheries Law of the People’s Republic of China.

Article 2. In these Rules, fishery administrative legal enforcement vessels refer to
specific official ships and boats used to implement administrative legal enforcement of
fisheries by fishery administrative authorities of various levels, and are hereinafter referred to
as fishery administrative vessels.

Article 3. The construction of fishery administrative vessels shall be reviewed and
approved. The fishery administrative vessels shall be registered. The coding and regulation of
fishery administration vessels shall follow their unified systems.

[...]

Article 8. The fishery administrative vessels shall have unified outward colors and
markings. The external body of fishery administrative vessels shall be white above the water
line, the name of the vessel in black Song font Chinese characters shall be denoted on the two
sides of the bow. Able fishery administrative vessels should denote the name of the vessel in
red Song font Chinese characters, and at night this should be illuminated or there should be a
light box for nighttime display. On the two sides of the smokestack or on the two sides of the
bridge should be affixed with the logo of the Fishery Administration of China.

[..]

Article 10. The fishery administrative vessels’ outward colors, markings and the
name “China Fishery Administration” shall not be changed without approval from the
Administration of Fishery and Fishing Harbor Supervision of the People’s Republic of China.
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Rules Governing the Pennant Numbers and Logos of China Marine Surveillance
Vessels

Source: Ocean and Fishery Department of Fujian Province
6 January 2009 9:15 AM [...]
General Provisions

Article 1. These Rules were formulated in order to enhance management of Pennant
numbers of China Marine Surveillance vessels and to regulate the usage of pennant numbers
of China Marine Surveillance vessels.

[..]

Article 10. Pennant numbers of China Marine Surveillance vessels shall be comprised
of the four Chinese characters of [H1[E[J& 5] “China Marine Surveillance” and a serial
number.

Article 11. The China Marine Surveillance vessel serial numbers of branch bureaus of
the State Oceanic Administration shall be comprised of two-digit Arabic numerals, with the
first digit in the serial number being the water territory code (see Appendix 3), and the second
digit being the vessel serial number. The full pennant number shall be “China Marine
Surveillance XX.”

Article 12. The China Marine Surveillance vessel serial numbers of provinces, special
administrative regions and direct-controlled municipalities shall be comprised of four-digit
Arabic numerals. The first and second numbers in the serial number shall be the codes of
marine administration authorities of provinces, special administrative regions, and direct-
controlled municipalities (see Appendix 3), and the third and fourth digits shall be the vessel
serial number. The full pennant number shall be “China Marine Surveillance XXXX.”

Article 13. The working speedboats equipped on vessels of the China Marine
Surveillance shall have serial numbers of their mother vessels plus “-X.” The Arabic number
represents the serial number of the speedboat, to be arranged autonomously by the
organization with jurisdiction over the China Marine Surveillance vessel. The entire pennant
number would be “China Marine Surveillance XX-X” or “China Marine Surveillance
XXXX-X.”

Article 14. Pennant numbers of China Marine Surveillance vessels should be painted
in accordance with requirements of the state vessel management authorities. The font of the
“China Marine Surveillance” is the handwritten calligraphy font by Comrade Peng Zhen, and
the size should be coordinated and proportionate to the size of the vessel and be pleasing to
the eyes; the pennant number should be in a black font, and the size should be coordinated
and proportionate to the size of the four characters for “China Marine Surveillance.” The
pennant number font shall be black.

Usage and application of the vessel logo

Article 15. Vessels of the China Marine Surveillance should paint an image of the
China Marine Surveillance logo on the smokestack. If the smokestack is smaller, the logo can
be painted on another salient location on the vessel.
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Article 16. Behind the “China Marine Surveillance” pennant number should be
painted with the four sloping stripes of the China Marine Surveillance colors (color number
PBO5 Paint Film Color Standard Sample GSB G51001-94). The stripes begin from the upper
edge of the bulwark, and extend downward to the designed water line, and are parallel to the
stem; the four diagonal stripes slope toward the water line and the total width should be 1/20
of the vessel length, while the width of each stripe is 1/7 of the total width, and the distance
between each stripe is equal to its width; the front edge of the slopes is the same as the back
edge of the “China Marine Surveillance” pennant number toward the direction of the water
line and the total width of the stripes (see Appendix 4 for the sizing diagram).

[...]

Article 18. Vessels using the pennant numbers of China Marine Surveillance shall not
change their appearance, color, and logo without the approval of China Marine Surveillance.

[...]
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People’s Republic of China, Ministry of Agriculture, Fishery Command Center, Regulations on Fishery
Administrative Enforcement and Supervision (22 May 2009)
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Regulations on Fishery Administrative Enforcement and Supervision
(Trial Implementation)
22 May 2009 10:55 AM [...]
Issued by: Fishery Administration Commanding Center of the Ministry of Agriculture
Document number: Nong Yu Fa No. [2009]16
Issue date: 22 May 2009
Implementation date: 22 May 2009

In order to carry out the Guidelines for the Comprehensive Promotion of Law-Based
Administration and the spirit of National Fishery Work Meeting, to gradually establish the
hierarchical supervisory structure for fishery groups, and to further regulate the
administrative law enforcement in the fishery industry to ensure the full execution of laws
and regulations relating to fisheries, the Fishery Administration Commanding Center has
promulgated the Provisions for Supervising Administrative Enforcement in Fisheries (Trial
Implementation) pursuant to Implementation Opinions of the Ministry of Agriculture
Regarding the Promotion of the Law Enforcement Responsibility System as well as actual
conditions of administrative legal enforcement system for fisheries. It is hereby printed and
distributed to you, please duly implement.

[...]

Article 1. In order to implement the administrative legal enforcement responsibility
system for fisheries, enhance hierarchical supervision of administrative legal enforcement for
fisheries, and to regulate the administrative legal enforcement actions for fisheries, these
Provisions are hereby promulgated pursuant to requirements of laws and regulations such as
the Law of the People’s Republic of China on Administrative Penalty and Fisheries Law of
the People’s Republic of China.

Article 2. The Ministry of Agriculture is the authority that oversees administrative
legal enforcement and supervisory work for fisheries nationwide; the Fishery Administrative
Commanding Center is responsible for the concrete implementation of administrative legal
enforcement and supervisory work for fisheries nationwide; the fishery bureaus of sea
districts are responsible for implementing administrative legal enforcement and supervisory
work in their respective sea districts; the provincial and local administrative departments are
responsible for supervising the administrative legal enforcement and supervisory actions
taken by fishery administrative legal enforcement agencies and individuals within their
respective jurisdictions, and the specific implementation agencies shall be ascertained by this
particular level of fishery administrative authorities.

[...]
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People’s Republic of China, Ministry of Agriculture, “More Powerful Equipment Added to Enforce Rights and
Protect Fisheries” (9 Mar. 2010)
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More Powerful Equipment Added to Enforce Rights and Protect Fisheries

Published: 9 March 2010
Source: The Fishery Bureau of Nanhai District, Ministry of Agriculture

[image]
The site of the launching ceremony for the FLECC Vessel 310
[image]
The leaders cut ribbon for Vessel 310

The China Fisheries Law Enforcement (“FLEC”) Vessel 310 has a gross tonnage of
2,580 tonnes, measures 108 meters long and 14 meters wide. It has a range of 6,000 nautical
miles and can sail for 60 days and nights and go to international unrestricted navigation areas.
The vessel has a maximum speed up to 22 knots. It is equipped with an onboard Z-9A
helicopter, a modernized surface broadband satellite communication system, a photoelectric
tracer evidence collection system, a maritime ultraviolet imager and a color fish finder. In
China’s current fisheries law enforcement fleets, this ship is the fastest and most advanced
ship in overall performance and has the most comprehensive special equipment.

At the launching ceremony, Wu Zhuang, chief of the Fishery Bureau of Nanhai
District under the Ministry of Agriculture, said that ten years had passed from applying for
the FLEC Vessel 310 in 2001 until today’s official launch, “it takes ten years to sharpen a
sword,” and the result was not easy to come by. The vessel is yet another “fishery
enforcement warship” after FLEC Vessel 311. Its successful launch and immediate placement
into service will surely further strengthen the extent of the enforcement of our sovereignty
and rights in the South China Sea, and allow the China fisheries law enforcement to be fully
effective in the struggle to safeguard our rights; it will surely further enhance the extent to
which we can protect the interests of our vast population of fishermen, and effectively
improve China’s fisheries law enforcement’s amiable and trustworthy image among the
fishermen; it will surely further enhance the extent to which we can conserve the South China
Sea’s fishery resources, and promote scientific progress for the South China Sea’s fisheries.

Li Jianhua, director of the Fishery Bureau under the Ministry of Agriculture and chief
of the China Fishery Law Enforcement Command, expressed wholeheartedly his gratitude,
on behalf of the leaders of the Ministry of Agriculture, to all of the comrades who contributed
their hard work and efforts in designing, inspecting, and manufacturing the FLEC Vessel 310.
In his speech, he said that the 21st century is a century of ocean, and China Fishery Law
Enforcement Command will face even more strenuous tasks in safeguarding our national
maritime sovereignty and rights, protecting maritime biological resources and ecosystems,
and safeguarding fishermen’s lawful rights. The FLEC Vessel 310 is China’s first newly
constructed fishery law enforcement vessel of 2,500-tonnes, capable of an unrestricted
navigation zone and equipped with a modernized helicopter. Its official launch is a major
event in the history of China’s fishery law enforcement development. Not only is it the hope
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of us working on fishery law enforcement and the hope of the South China Sea fishermen, it
is also the hope of all Chinese who are concerned about China’s enforcement of maritime
rights and interests, and will surely enhance the level of the China Fishery Law Enforcement
Command’s modernization. The FLEC Vessel 310’s successful launch is of landmark
significance.

Also participating in the launching ceremony were leaders from relevant departments,
such as: the South China Sea Fleet; the Border Control Administration of the Ministry of
Public Security; the fishery regulatory departments of the three-provinces (areas) of
Guangdong, Guangxi, and Hainan; and the Planning Department, Fishery Bureau, and
Fishery Law Enforcement Command of the Ministry of Agriculture. Also present were: the
managers of the various offices and departments of the Ministry of Agriculture’s South China
Sea Fishery Bureau; department heads, experts, and technicians who designed, inspected, and
built the ship and factory; and the shipbuilding factory workers who toiled on the front lines,
as well as reporters from the news media. More than 300 people attended the ceremony.

[..]
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei’s
Regular Press Conference on September 19, 2011 (20 Sept. 2011)
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() fmprc.gov.cn http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/xwfw/s2510/2511/t861146.shtml

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei's Regular Press
Conference on September 19, 2011

On the afternoon of September 19, 2011, Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei held a regular press conference.
Hong Lei started the press conference with the following announcements:

At the invitation of the governments of France and the UK, State Councillor Dai Bingguo will have consultations in
France and chair China-UK Strategic Dialogue in the UK from September 22 to 27.

At the invitation of the Chinese side, Mauritanian President Aziz will be in China from September 19 to 23 to attend
relevant activities of the 2011 China (Ningxia) International Investment and Trade Fair & the 2nd China-Arab States
Economic and Trade Forum held in Yinchuan, Ningxia and visit Anhui and Beijing. During his stay in China, President
Hu Jintao and CPPCC Chairman Jia Qinglin will meet with him respectively. The two sides will exchange views on
bilateral relations as well as international and regional issues of common interest.

Hong Lei also referred to Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi's attendance and speech at the opening ceremony of the
International Seminar to Commemorate the 6th Anniversary of the Joint Statement of September 19 as well as the
success of "Love Knows No Borders-International Charity Sale for Poor Mountain Villages in Yunnan Province".

Q: How does China look at the current situation in Libya? What is your comment on the Libyan National
Transitional Council (NTC)'s statement of forming a new transitional government in the near future? When
will the staff of the Chinese Embassy in Libya return to Tripoli?

A: The situation in Libya is undergoing major changes. China hopes that under the leadership of the NTC, all parties
in Libya will swiftly launch an inclusive political transitional process, uphold national solidarity and unification to the
maximum extent and steer Libya onto the track of post-war reconstruction as soon as possible.

We hope to see an early establishment of the Libyan transitional government and the return to a normal life of the
Libyan people.

As far as | know, the staff of the Chinese Embassy in Libya are on their way back to Tripoli. The Chinese Ambassador
to Libya will also return in light of his work arrangement.

Q: A Chinese non-governmental organization has reportedly nominated several international political figures
as candidates for the "Confucius Peace Prize". What is China's comment?

A: It is learned that the prize was set up by a non-governmental organization and relevant activities were held by this
NGO. | advise you to consult the host of the activity for information.

Q: It is reported that the US Government will not sell F-16 C/D fighter jets to Taiwan this time, but will upgrade
its existing types of F-16 fighter jets. How does China respond? Second, how does China comment on the
Indian company and Vietnam'’s joint development of the oil and gas field in the disputed area of the South
China Sea?

A: China firmly opposes US arms sales to Taiwan. Our position in this regard is clear and consistent. We urge the US
side to abide by the three China-US joint communiqués, especially the principles enshrined in the August 17
Communiqué and stop selling arms to Taiwan so as not to impair China-US relations as well as the peaceful
development of cross-Straits relations.
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On your second question, China has indisputable sovereignty over the Nansha Islands and their adjacent waters.
China's claim over the South China Sea is grounded on ample historical and jurisprudential evidence. Any country or
company's oil and gas exploration activity in the waters under China's jurisdiction without the permission of the
Chinese Government is an infringement upon China's sovereignty, rights and interests, and is thus illegal and invalid.
We hope relevant countries respect China's stance, rights and interests, earnestly implement the Declaration on the
Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea and its guidelines and refrain from taking any unilateral action that may
complicate and magnify disputes. Countries outside the region should respect and support the efforts of countries
within the region to resolve disputes through bilateral negotiations.

Q: If the US declares its arms sale to Taiwan, what kind of action will China take in response?

A: No one can shake the resolve of the Chinese Government and people to defend national sovereignty and territorial
integrity and combat foreign interference.

Q: Please give us more details about China's sovereignty claim over the South China Sea. Why does China
oppose the joint oil and gas exploration between India and Vietham?

A: The historical and jurisprudential evidence of China's sovereignty over the Nansha Islands is that China was the
first to discover and name the islands in the South China Sea and also the first to exercise sustained sovereignty over
them. China's discovery of the Nansha Islands can be traced back to Han Dynasty. Successive governments since
Tang Dynasty have all administered the Nansha Islands. The People's Republic of China, since its founding in 1949,
has continued to exercise sovereignty over the Nansha Islands. China has also developed, utilized and administered
relevant waters of the South China Sea for a long stretch of time since antiquity. China's sovereignty, rights and
relevant claims over the South China Sea have been formed in the long course of history and persistently upheld by
the Chinese government.

China is committed to peacefully resolving disputes over island sovereignty and maritime demarcation in the South
China Sea through direct negotiation and friendly consultation between parties concerned on the basis of historical
facts and international law.

| want to stress that any country or company's oil and gas exploration activity in the waters under China's jurisdiction
without the permission of the Chinese Government is an infringement upon China's sovereignty, rights and interests,
and is thus illegal and invalid.

Q: The US said that it would veto Palestine's statehood appeal to the UN. In that case, Palestine may seek to
join the UN as an observer state. What is China's position on that?

A: China always supports the Palestinian people's just cause of restoring lawful national rights and regards the
founding of an independent state as an inalienable lawful right of the Palestinian people as well as the precondition
and foundation for peace between Palestine and Israel. We support the establishment of an independent and fully
sovereign Palestinian state along the 1967 border with East Jerusalem as the capital.

China understands, respects and supports Palestine submitting the statehood plan to the UN. Meanwhile, China also
appreciates Palestine's balanced strategy of founding an independent state and engaging in peace talks.

Q: It is reported that the DPRK and the ROK top nuclear negotiators will meet in Beijing. Please brief us on
that.

A: China supports the contact and dialogue between the South and the North and hopes to see positive outcomes out
of relevant dialogue so as to facilitate the resumption of the Six-Party Talks. We have maintained close
communication and contact with all relevant parties, including the ROK and the DPRK with a view to jointly pressing
ahead with the Six-Party Talks.
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(:} fmprc.gov.cn http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/xwfw/s2510/t860126.htm

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Jiang Yu's Regular Press
Conference on September 15, 2011

On the afternoon of September 15, 2011, Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Jiang Yu held a regular press conference.
Jiang Yu started the press conference with the following announcement:

The 9th East Asia Forum will be held in Chengdu, Sichuan from September 15 to 17, attracting about 100 participants
including government, industrial and academic representatives from the ten ASEAN countries, China, Japan and the
ROK as well as officials from the ASEAN Secretariat. CPPCC Vice Chairman Abdul'ahat Abdulrixit will attend and
address the opening ceremony. Assistant Foreign Minister Liu Zhenmin will lead the Chinese delegation to the
meeting.

The theme of the forum is "to promote regional integration: the endogenous growth momentum in East Asia". China
looks forward to conducting serious study and in-depth discussions with all participants on major, realistic issues
concerning regional cooperation in East Asia and bringing forward new ideas on further developing East Asian
cooperation. Policy proposals incubated in the meeting will be submitted to the ASEAN+3 Leaders' Meeting to be held
this November in Bali, Indonesia.

Q: China helps the European countries tide over the debt crisis by purchasing bonds and expanding
investment. Does China expect payback from the European side, for example, to lift the arms embargo or to
recognize China's market economy status?

A: The Foreign Ministry is not the competent authority to answer questions about the European debt crisis or whether
China will buy any European country's bonds. Please consult relevant economic and financial authorities.

Recently, Chinese leaders expressed some views on relevant issues on different occasions. We believe that the
resolution of the European debt crisis calls for the consensus and coordinated actions of the EU, especially the
eurozone countries on relevant bail-out measures. We support the economic and financial adjustments made by
some European countries to stabilize the market, balance public finance and promote economic restructuring. We
would like to enhance communication and coordination with all European countries on the formulation of
macroeconomic policies, reform of the international financial system and global economic governance. China always
upholds the principle of mutual benefit on an equal footing in trade and economic cooperation.

On lifting the arms embargo and recognizing China's market economy status as you have mentioned, we believe that
it is important for China and the EU, the comprehensive strategic partners, to understand, respect and treat each
other as equals. We deem that these two issues are, in essence, political discrimination against China, which should
be removed as soon as possible so as to cast off the burdens for China-EU relationship and push for its better and
faster development. We hope that leaders of the European countries will come to the correct judgement as soon as
possible.

Q: It is reported that the Indian Government has rejected China's representations on an Indian company's
joint oil exploration with Vietnam in the South China Sea. Please confirm. Does China's claim on the South
China Sea violates the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea?

A: | have not heard about the situation that you mentioned. | would like to reiterate that China has indisputable
sovereignty over the Nansha Islands and their adjacent waters. China's claim on the South China Sea is grounded on
sufficient historical and jurisprudential evidence. We are committed to peacefully resolving disputes over territorial
sovereignty and maritime rights and interests in the South China Sea through negotiation and consultation between
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parties concerned on the basis of historical facts and international law. We have contributed to the peace, stability,
security and order of the South China Sea.

We hope that relevant countries can respect China's stand, rights and interests and refrain from taking unilateral
actions to complicate and magnify the issue. Countries outside the region should respect and support the efforts of
countries within the region to resolve disputes through bilateral negotiation.

We oppose any other country's oil and gas exploration activity in the waters under China's jurisdiction and hope
relevant foreign company do not involve itself in the South China Sea dispute.

| want to stress that it is in the common interests and should be the common goal of all countries within the region to
address the dispute appropriately, bridge differences, enhance mutual trust, expand cooperation and maintain
regional peace and stability of the South China Sea.

China's sovereignty, rights and relevant claims over the South China Sea have been formed in the long course of
history and upheld by the Chinese government. Our sovereignty over the islands in the South China Sea is based on
discovery, preoccupation as well as long-term, sustained and effective management. The UN Convention on the Law
of the Sea does not entitle any country to extend its exclusive economic zone or continental shelf to the territory of
another country, and it does not restrain or deny a country's right which is formed in history and abidingly upheld.

Q: It is learned that the 66th Session of the UN General Assembly will talk over the issue of letting the Libyan
National Transitional Council (NTC) represent Libya in the UN. How does China look at it?

A: China supports the Libyan NTC representing Libya in the UN.

Q: Israeli Foreign Minister Liberman made some remarks on Palestine's appeal to the UN for statehood and
claimed that Israel had deployed more troops along the border. What is your comment on Palestine-Israel
conflict? Separately, how do you look at the current situation in Syria?

A: China always supports the Palestinian and Arab people's just cause of striving for the restoration of lawful national
rights, and respects and supports Palestine submitting the issue of establishing an independent state to the UN. We
are of the view that it is a lawful appeal for the Palestinian people to found a capital on the occupied Arab territory. We
hope that all relevant parties will discard violence, exercise restraint and resolve the dispute through peace talks. This
is the only way to realize the two-state solution.

On the situation in Syria, we hope that all relevant parties there will discard violence, exercise maximum restraint,
dissolve current tensions as soon as possible and resolve the dispute through dialogue and consultation. We hope to
see an early launch of the inclusive political process in Syria which will lead to substantive and practical outcomes.

Q: The most popular Japanese band will hold a concert in Beijing tomorrow. How will this kind of cultural
exchanges help to improve and develop China-Japan relations?

A: We support friendly people-to-people interactions and exchanges between our two countries. We hope that the
friendship between the two peoples will be constantly improved through various kinds of exchanges and interactions.

Q: It is reported that four suspects of violence and terrorism were sentenced to death today in Xinjiang. What
is your comment on the security situation in Xinjiang? Separately, Malaysia has recently extradited several
Uygur suspects to China. What is China's position on its cooperation with neighbouring countries in
repatriating suspects?

A: The local People's Court in Xinjiang announced publicly its first-instance judgement on two severe incidents of
violence and terrorism. Detailed facts were also made known to the public. These two cases seriously impaired the
safety of the local people's life and property as well as the overall interests of development and stability. | believe that
the Government of the Autonomous Region will take powerful measures to crack down on violent and terrorist crimes
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in accordance with law. We unswervingly safeguard the stability and rule of law of the Xinjiang Autonomous Region,
the fundamental interests of people of all ethnicities as well as national solidarity. To maintain stability, national
solidarity and promote local economic and social development is the common aspiration of people of all ethnicities in
the Xinjiang Autonomous Region.

On the case you mentioned, | can tell you that the Malaysian police has recently assisted the Chinese police in the
capture of several Chinese illegal immigrants and key figures that organized human smuggling. Police of the two
countries cooperate in light of the judicial assistance procedure. Competent Chinese authorities will handle relevant
cases in accordance with law. We maintain that the international community should work together resolutely and take
concerted actions to crack down on cross-border crimes, including human smuggling.

Q: It is reported that the African Union High-Level Ad Hoc Committee on Libya recently held a meeting in
South Africa, discussing the situation in Libya. The joint communiqué released by the meeting calls for an
early establishment of an inclusive coalition government in Libya. What is China's comment?

A: China appreciates the positive role played by the African Union on the Libyan issue. The early restoration of
stability in Libya is in the common interests of the Libyan people as well as the international community. We hope that
all parties in Libya launch an inclusive political transitional process, realize national reconciliation and start
reconstruction. The future development path of Libya should be independently decided by the Libyan people.

Q: The Indian Cabinet Committee on Security reportedly approved the new China-India border management
mechanism recently. What is China's comment?

A: On the sidelines of the Third BRICS Leaders Meeting this April, leaders of China and India reached principled
consensus on the establishment of a consultation and coordination mechanism on border issues, which would handle
major border affairs bearing on peace and tranquility of the border area from the diplomatic dimension. At present,
both sides are discussing the content, operation and other specific issues of the mechanism at the working level.

Q: The recent Arab League Foreign Ministers' Meeting called on Syria to cease violence and launch national
dialogue. The EU attempts to impose more sanctions on Syria while some countries push for the discussion
of the Syrian issue in the UN Security Council. Is China of the view that the international community should

take further actions against Syria?

A: The Syrian issue should be resolved by all relevant parties in Syria through consultation. We hope to see an early
launch of Syria-led political process so as to dissolve the crisis through dialogue. We maintain that the international
community should abide by the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter as well as the norms governing
international relations and fully respect Syria's sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity. Whether the
international community should take further action on the Syrian issue mainly depends on whether it is conducive to
easing the tensions in Syria, promoting the resolution of disputes through political dialogue and safeguarding peace
and stability in the Middle East region.

Q: What is China's comment on Chinese military chopper's trespass over India's line of actual control?

A: China's position on the border issue between China and India is to seek a fair and equitable solution acceptable to
both sides through friendly consultation on an equal footing. Pending a final settlement, both sides should safeguard
peace and tranquility of the border area and ensure that the border issue will not stand in the way of the normal
development of bilateral relations. This is the consensus of both leaders. China strictly follows the spirit of relevant
bilateral agreements and consensus and has never done anything that impairs border peace, stability and tranquility.
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“Philippines Must Learn Self-Restraint in South China Sea Disputes,” People’s Daily (1 Mar. 2012)
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@ english.people.com.cn http://english.people.com.cn/204372/7745011.html

Philippines must learn self-restraint in South China Sea disputes

Edited and translated by People's Daily Online

While most stakeholders in the South China Sea are implementing the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the
South China Sea and making active efforts to ease regional tensions through multi-level and multi-faceted
cooperation, the Philippines is deliberately stirring up trouble and exerting unnecessarily adverse impact on regional
security and stability.

The Philippines is directly responsible for recent escalation of the South China Sea dispute. On Feb. 27, Jose Rene
D. Almendras, Philippine Secretary of Energy, announced that the country plans to invite foreign investors to explore
15 petroleum blocks, which he claimed as Philippine territory. Almendras' statement runs counter to facts, and
shows total ignorance of China's sovereignty over its territorial waters.

Adhering to its stand on the South China Sea issue, China has taken the interests of all stakeholders into account,
and made active efforts to promote multi-faceted cooperation with relevant countries and explore a peaceful solution
to the issue.

Last July, China and other parties concerned agreed on the guidelines for implementing the Declaration on the
Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea.

(11 [2]
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@ english.people.com.cn http://english.people.com.cn/102774/7745013.html

Philippines must learn self-restraint in South China Sea disputes

(2)

China's efforts have been aimed at resolving the South China Sea issue peacefully and maintaining stability in Asia,
especially in the disputed sea areas.

China has indisputable sovereignty over the Nansha Islands and its adjacent waters, and it is illegal for any country
or company to explore oil or gas in sea areas under Chinese jurisdiction without the permission of the Chinese
government.

Any exploration and development project in these areas without China's consent cannot be successful. China is
firmly determined to safeguard its sovereignty, and will take all possible measures to solve such problems when
necessary.

The peaceful settlement of the South China Sea issue is a complex long-term project. All parties concerned should
earnestly implement the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea, and smooth the path for
future negotiations based on the principles established in the declaration. Most importantly, they need to build up
mutual trust through pragmatic cooperation.

The Philippines should return to the right track of maintaining peace and stability in the South China Sea, adhere to
the spirit of the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea, and refrain from taking moves that will
complicate or aggravate the dispute. It should remember that any irresponsible unilateral action in resolving the
dispute will only backfire.

Read the Chinese version at
http://paper.people.com.cn/rmrb/html/2012-02/29/nw.D110000renmrb_20120229 1-03.htm
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People’s Republic of China, Regulations Governing Marine Observation and Forecast (1 Mar. 2012)






Decree of the State Council: Regulations Governing Marine Observation and Forecast

Source: Central Government Web Portal
Released on: 8 March 2012 [...]

Decree of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China
No. 615

Regulations Governing Marine Observation and Forecast was passed by the 192nd
regular meeting of the State Council on 15 February 2012. It is hereby promulgated for
implementation on 1 June 2012.

Premier: Wen Jiabao
1 March 2012

Regulations Governing Marine Observation and Forecast
Chapter 1 General Provisions

Article 1. These Regulations were formulated to strengthen the administration of
marine observation and forecast, regulate marine observation and forecast activities, prevent
and mitigate marine disasters and serve economic development, the construction of national
defense and social development.

Article 2. These Regulations shall be abided when conducting any activities of
marine observation and forecast within the territories of the People’s Republic of China and
territorial waters under the jurisdiction of the People’s Republic of China.

[...]

Article 19. Any international organizations, foreign organizations or foreign nationals
conducting marine observation and forecast activities within the territories of the People’s
Republic of China and territorial waters under the jurisdiction of the People’s Republic of
China shall abide by the requirements of the Provisions of the People’s Republic of China on
the Administration of Foreign-Related Maritime Scientific Research.

International organizations, foreign organizations, or foreign nationals conducting
marine observation and forecast activities within the territories of the People’s Republic of
China and territorial waters under the jurisdiction of the People’s Republic of China shall
abide by the laws and regulations of the People’s Republic of China and shall not endanger
the national security of the People’s Republic of China.

Article 20. No organization or individual shall provide, without approval,
international organizations, foreign organizations or foreign nationals any observation data
and outcomes that are state secrets. If it is necessary to provide such information, it shall first
be reported for approval to the competent maritime authority in the State Council, or to the
competent maritime authority at the coastal province, special administrative region or
people’s government at the directly-controlled municipality. The competent maritime
authorities shall consult with other relevant authorities at the same level of the people’s
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government prior to approval; if any implication of military secrets is involved, the
competent maritime authorities shall get approval from the concerned military authorities.

[...]

Article 35. Organizations or individuals that provide marine observation data and
outcomes that are state secrets to international organizations, foreign organizations, or foreign
nationals without approval shall be ordered to cease such illegal activity by competent
maritime authorities. Any illegal revenue resulting from such illegal activity shall be
confiscated, and any constitution of criminal activity shall be prosecuted to the fullest extent
of criminal law.

[...]

Article 40. These Regulations shall be implemented on 1 June 2012.

[.]
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Liu Weimin's
Regular Press Conference on April 12, 2012 (12 Apr. 2012)
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Regular press conference of Ministry of Foreign Affairs Spokesperson Liu Weimin
on 12 April 2012

[...]

Question: Please confirm the reports that the Chinese have sent out a third vessel
to the Huangyan Island waters. If so, did the Chinese send military vessels or oceanic
administrative vessels?

Answer: Relevant Chinese authorities have dispatched administrative vessels rather
than military vessels to the Huangyan Island waters to protect the safety and legitimate
fishing activities of Chinese fishermen and fishing vessels. We have solemnly expressed our
position to the Philippines, requesting Filipino vessels to immediately leave these waters and
to prevent the complication and expansion of the incident. Currently, China and the
Philippines are maintaining communications about this issue through diplomatic channels.

[...]
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People’s Republic of China, Ministry of Agriculture, South China Sea Fishery Bureau, Announcement on the
2012 Summer Ban on Marine Fishing in the South China Sea Maritime Space (10 May 2012)
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Announcement by the Fishery Bureau of Nanhai District Under the Ministry of Agriculture on
the 2012 Summer Ban on Marine Fishing in the South China Sea Maritime Space

Source: the Fishery Bureau of Nanhai District under the Ministry of Agriculture
Issue Date: 10 May 2012

In order to protect and rationally utilize South China Sea fishery resources, promote the
sustainable development of the South China Sea fishing industry, and protect the interests of
numerous fishermen, and in accordance with the stipulations contained in the Fisheries Law of the
People’s Republic of China, the Announcement by the Ministry of Agriculture on the Adjustment of
the Summer Fishing Moratorium System (Ministry of Agriculture Announcement [2009] No. 1) and
the Announcement by the Ministry of Agriculture on Adjusting the Time Period of Gill Net Fishing
Moratorium (Ministry of Agriculture Announcement [2012] No. 1), hereby announced are the
relevant matters of the 2012 summer moratorium in the South China Sea area:

1. All productive activity types, except for using single-layer gill net and line-fishing
equipment, shall be prohibited from 16 May 12:00 p.m. until 1 August 12:00 p.m. in the South China
Sea areas from 12° north latitude up to the “Common Boundary Line of Fujian-Guangdong Sea
Areas” (including the Gulf of Tonkin) under the jurisdiction of the People’s Republic of China.

2. During the fishing moratorium, all fishing boats subject to the prohibition shall be moored
at harbor with their nets folded without exception. No unit may supply oil or ice to, or purchase,
distribute, freeze or store fish from the fishing boats subject to the fishing moratorium.

3. During the fishing moratorium, any fishing boat that holds Nansha Special Fishing Permits
and goes to conduct fishing production in the sea areas of Nansha Islands south of 12° north latitude
must strictly follow the reporting system in its entry and exit of sea ports, and any production
activities in the sea area prohibited under the fishing moratorium.

4. Those who violate the fishing moratorium regulations by carrying out fishing activities
shall have their fishing catch and any illegal gains derived therefrom confiscated and a fine of up to
50,000 yuan shall be imposed; if the circumstances are serious, their fishing equipment shall be
confiscated and their fishing permit shall be revoked; if the circumstances are especially serious their
fishing boat may be confiscated; if it constitutes a crime, their criminal responsibility shall be
investigated according to law.

5. All levels of fishery administration departments, along with their affiliated Administration
of Fishery and Fishing Harbor Supervision, shall, under the leadership of the local people’s
government, increase harbor and maritime inspection and supervision, and effectively carry out the
work to keep safe the fishing boats subject to the fishing moratorium that are moored in the harbor.

It is hoped that all fishermen and all relevant units comply with these matters on their own
initiative, and that all social organizations cooperate with and improve the supervision.
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Report to:
Fishery Bureau of Nanhai District under the Ministry of Agriculture: 020-37199059
Guangdong Provincial Oceanic and Fishery Administration: 020-84412023

Aquatic Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Bureau of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region:
0771-2808825, 13377110863

30 April 2012

Note: The “Common Boundary Line of Fujian-Guangdong Sea Areas” mentioned in this
announcement refers to the connecting line between the boundary line of the sea areas under the
administration of Fujian province and Guangdong Province and the far shore-sides of such boundary
line (117°31°37.40”E, 23°09°42.60”N), and the Eluanbi Lighthouse on the southernmost point of
Taiwan island (120°50°43”’E, 21°54°15”N).

[...]

Note: The “Fujian-Guangdong maritime space common boundary line” named in this announcement
refers to the administrative area boundary lines between the maritime space of Fujian province and
Guangdong Province and the far shore-sides of these lines (117°31°37.40”E, 23°09°42.60”N), and
the connecting lines with the Eluanbi Lighthouse on the southernmost point of Taiwan island
(120°50°43”E, 21°54°15”N).
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Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the Republic of the Philippines, China’s Sovereignty over the
Huangyan Island is Indisputable (15 May 2012)
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China's Sovereignty over the Huangyan Island is Indisputable
(2012/05/15)

The China News Service conducted an interview with Mr. Wu Shicun, Dean of the National Institute for South China Sea Studies on 6 May.
During the interview, Wu said that the Huangyan Island is China's inherent territory. China's sovereignty over the Huangyan Island is

indisputable.

From China's Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368 AD), the Huangyan Island has been under the jurisdiction of successive Chinese governments which
have effectively exercised and consolidated sovereignty over the island. This has been never been challenged but widely recognized by the
international community for centuries. The Philippines' claim of sovereignty over the Huangyan Island is completely groundless.

The Huangyan Island consists a ring-shaped chain of reefs 0.5-3 meters above the water, encircling a lagoon that is 130 square kilometers
broad and 10-20 meters deep. Situated in the important navigation route from Malacca Strait to Taiwan and Bashi Channel in the South China

Sea, the Huangyan Island is geographically important and strategically crucial.

Wu Shicun said, according to historical archives, in 1279, Chinese astronomer Guo Shoujing was instructed by the royal court to perform a
surveying of the seas around China, and the Huangyan Island was the point chosen by him to survey the South China Sea. This shows that
China has discovered and started using the Island in Yuan Dynasty or even earlier. By that time though, indigenous people in the Philippines

were still living in primitive tribes.

Wau said, the Huangyan Island and its adjacent waters are rich in fishing resources. Chinese fishermen have worked there for generations. The

island is also a place used by the Chinese sailing in the South China Sea to rest and take shelter from the wind. The Book on Voyage Routes

and other annuals contain a complete record of the sailing routes of Chinese fishermen in the Huangyan Island waters.

Since the Yuan Dynasty, the Chinese have never ceased their activities on the Huangyan Island and its waters to develop and exploit the
island. This is a historical fact long been proved in official documents, local archives and maps of China in various historical periods.

In mid 1930s, the Map Verification Committee of China, consisted of members from government departments like the Ministry of Interior Affairs,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Education, declared sovereignty over 132 islands, reefs and shoals in the South China Sea, among

which the Huangyan Island was included into the Chinese territory as part of the Zhongsha Islands.

In 1947, the Chinese government announced a name list of 172 South China Sea Islands, among which the Huangyan Island was named
Democratic Reef and was included into the Zhongsha Islands. In 1948, the official map published by China about the South China Sea Islands,
the Huangyan Island was put within the traditional maritime boundary of China in the South China Sea.

After the founding of the People's Republic of China, the Chinese government has issued statements and declarations about its sovereignty

over the South China Sea Islands, which all made it clear that China owns the territorial sovereignty over the Huangyan lIsland. The Chinese
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government has exercised and maintained territorial sovereignty and jurisdiction over the Huangyan Island, which has been under
uninterrupted jurisdiction of Guangdong Province and Hainan Province.

In early 1980s, the Chinese government organized a survey of the names of the South China Sea islands, and in 1983, when the China Board
on Geographic Names released the Geographic Names of Some of the South China Sea Islands, the Huangyan Island was stipulated the
standard name and Democratic Reef the alternative one.

In the Law on the Territorial Sea and Contiguous Zone of the People's Republic of China published in 1992, the Article about territory

stipulated that the Huangyan Island is China's territory, thus reaffirming the legal status of the island as part of China.

Wu Shicun stressed, China's sovereignty, sovereign rights and its related claims over the South China Sea have formed and developed in the

long annuals of history and have always been upheld by Chinese governments.

China's determination to safeguard territorial sovereignty is firm and steadfast. For years, the Chinese maritime surveillance and fisheries
administration ships have patrolled at the island regularly. This not only constitutes legal jurisdiction over the Huangyan Island and its adjacent
waters, which are China's territory, but also manifestations of China's exercise of its sovereignty over the island.

(Posted on 6 May 2012 by China News at ECNS.cn.)

Suggest to a Friend: Please enter E-mail Print

Related News: Submit

Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesperson LIU Weimin's remarks on July 3(translation) (2012-07-03)
Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesperson HONG Lei's remarks on Huangyan Island Incident(June

18) (2012-06-18)

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson LIU Weimin's Remarks on on Huangyan Island Incident and Regional
Affairs(May 30-31) (2012-06-01)

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson LIU Weimin's Remarks on on Huangyan Island Incident(May 28) (2012-
05-29)

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei's Remarks on on Huangyan Island Incident(May 25) (2012-05-
28)

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei's Remarks on on Huangyan Island Incident(May 24) (2012-05-
25)

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei's Remarks on on Huangyan Island Incident(May 23) (2012-05-
23)

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei's Remarks on on Huangyan Island Incident(May 17-22) (2012-
05-23)
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Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the Republic of the Philippines, Ten Questions Regarding
Huangyan Island (15 June 2012)
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(Z) ph.china-embassy.org http://ph.china-embassy.org/eng/xwfb/t941672.htm

Ten Questions Regarding Huangyan Island

1.  Where is Huangyan Island?

Internationally known as Scarborough Shoal, Huangyan Island (once named Minzhu Jiao or Democratic Reef) is
situated in the South China Sea at 15°07' N and 117°51' E and is a part of China's Zhongsha Islands. With reefs and
rocks in a circle ring shape stretching about 55 kilometers in circumference, Huangyan Island has a lagoon with an

area of about 130km? and a depth of 10 — 20 meters.

(Figure 1: Map of Islands in the South China Sea)

(Figure 2: An Aerial View of Huangyan Island)

2. When did China discover and name Huangyan Island?

China conducted astronomical and geographical surveys of the South China Sea,including Huangyan Island, in

the 13t century during the Yuan Dynasty. It shows that China discovered and exploited Huangyan Island in the Yuan
Dynasty, to say the least.

In 1935, the Lands and Waters Mapping Review Committee of the then Chinese government approved and
publicized the geographical names of 132 islands, shoals, reefs and sand bars in the South China Sea, and
Huangyan Island, with the name of Scarborough Shoal was included in the list as part of the Zhongsha Islands of the
Chinese territory. In 1947, the Department of Territory of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Chinese government
approved and publicized the geographical names of 172 islands in the South China Sea, including Huangyan Island
which was then named Minzhu Jiao in Chinese as part of the Zhongsha Islands. In the early 1980s, the Chinese
government conducted a survey on island names in the South China Sea. In 1983, China Committee on
Geographical Names was authorized to publicize a list of geographic names of some South China Sea islands, which
used Huangyan Island as the standard name of the island, with Minzhu Jiao as an alternative name.

(Figure 3: Issue No. 1 of the Journal of the Chinese Government's Land and Water Mapping Review Committee in
1935)

(Figure 4: In 1947, the Department of Territory of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Chinese government approved
and publicized the geographical names of 172 islands in the South China Sea, including Huangyan Island which was
then named Minzhu Jiao in Chinese as part of the Zhongsha Islands.)

3. How has China developed and exploited Huangyan Island?

Huangyan Island and its surrounding waters have been China's traditional fishing grounds since ancient times.
Chinese fishermen have engaged in fishery activities for generations. In addition, they have used Huangyan Island as
a safe haven in their voyage in the South China Sea. Genglubu, an ancient Chinese navigation log recording trips in
the South China Sea, and other ancient documents and literature contain complete records of Chinese fishermen's
activities around Huangyan Island. Since the Yuan Dynasty, the Chinese people have never stopped developing and
exploiting Huangyan Island and its surrounding waters and the Chinese government has exercised effective
management and jurisdiction over their activities all these years. These historical facts are supported by official
documents, local chronicles and official maps in the past centuries.
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(Figure 5: Chinese Fishing Boats around Huangyan Island)
(Figure 6: China's Ocean Expedition Team Conducting a Survey at Huangyan Island)

The Chinese government has also sent out scientific expedition teams to Huangyan Island on many occasions.
For instance, scientists of South China Sea Institute of Oceanology of the Chinese Academy of Sciences landed on
Huangyan Island for research activities in October 1977 and June 1978 respectively. The South China Sea Branch of
the State Oceanic Administration organized a comprehensive survey on Huangyan Island in April 1985. The Chinese
South China Sea Scientific Expedition Team stepped onto Huangyan Island for scientific research and erected a one-
meter-high cement monument in 1994. The relevant department of the Chinese government approved the application
by radio amateurs to embark on Huangyan Island for radio exploration activities in 1994, 1995, 1997 and 2007
respectively.

(Figure 7: In 1994, the Chinese and international radio amateurs used BS7H call sign to send out messages to the
world from Huangyan Island for the first time. BS7H was a call sign internationally recognized for amateur radio
communication from Huangyan Island. In this call sign, B refers to China's radio station, S refers to the islands in the

South China Sea, 7 refers to the 7t zone of Chinese radio amateur, to which Hainan Province belongs, and H refers
to Huangyan Island.)

4. How has China exercised effective jurisdiction of Huangyan Island?

Among the 132 islands, shoals, reefs and sand bars in the South China Sea in the list of geographical names
approved and publicized by the Water and Land Mapping Review Committee of the Chinese government in 1935,
Huangyan Island was listed as part of the Zhongsha Islands. The committee subsequently issued the Map of China's
Islands in the South China Sea and included Huangyan Island into China's territory. The Internal Affairs Ministry of the
Chinese government produced a Location Map of the South China Sea Islands in 1947,in which the geographical
names of the Dongsha, Xisha, Zhongsha and Nansha islands were clearly marked, together with 172 islands, shoals,
reefs and sand bars. Huangyan Island, then named Minzhu Jiao, was marked as part of the Zhongsha Islands. In
1948, this Location Map was officially publicized by the Internal Affairs Ministry of the Chinese government as an
appendix to the Administrative Map of the Republic of China.

After the founding of the People's Republic of China in 1949, China has continued to exercise sovereignty over
Huangyan Island. Chinese Foreign Minister Zhou Enlai, in his 1951 statement on the US and UK's draft peace treaty
with Japan and the San Francisco Conference, explicitly stated the following: " The Xisha Islands and Nanwei Island,
just like the Nansha, Zhongsha and Dongsha islands, have always been China's territory. Although they had been
occupied by Japan for some time during the war of aggression waged by Japanese imperialists, they were all taken
back by the then Chinese government following Japan's surrender." Therefore, Huangyan Island as part of the
Zhongsha Islands indisputably belongs to China. China issued the Statement of the People's Republic of China on the
Territorial Sea in 1958,in which China reaffirmed its sovereignty over the Dongsha, Xisha, Zhongsha and Nansha
islands. In 1959, the Office for Xisha, Nansha and Zhongsha Islands' Affairs under the government of Guangdong
Province, was opened by the Chinese government on the Yongxing Island, which is a part of the Xisha Islands. The
office became a part of the government of the newly-established Hainan Province in 1988.

(Figure 8: The Office for Xisha, Nansha and Zhongsha Islands' Affairs on the Yongxing Island)

In the early 1980s, the Chinese government conducted a survey of the geographical names of the Nanhai Islands.
In 1983, the Committee on Geographical Names of China was authorized to publicize the geographical names of
selected islands in the South China Sea, in which Huangyan Island was included as the standard name and Minzhu
Jiao as its alternative name. The Law of the People's Republic of China on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous
Zone publicized in 1992 has explicitly provided in article 2 that " The land territory of the People's Republic of China
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includes the mainland of the People's Republic of China and its coastal islands; Taiwan and all islands appertaining
there to including the Diaoyu Islands; the Penghu Islands; the Dongsha Islands; the Xisha Islands; the Zhongsha
Islands and the Nansha Islands; as well as all the other islands belonging to the People's Republic of China." Once
again, China reaffirmed its sovereignty over the islands in the South China Sea, including Huangyan Island. It needs
to be mentioned that not any country has ever opposed or disputed China's sovereignty over Huangyan Island.

(Figure 9: China's Marine Surveillance Vessel)
5. Why is Huangyan Island outside the territory of the Philippines?

Before 1997, the Philippines had never claimed sovereignty over Huangyan Island. In fact, the composition and
scope of the Philippine territory was clearly determined by a series of international treaties. The "Treaty of Paris
between Spain and the United States" in 1898, the "Treaty of Washington between Spain and the United States" in
1900 and the "Anglo-American Treaty" in 1930 had clearly defined that 118 degrees east longitude is the western limit
of Philippine territory. The Huangyan Island is outside it. After the Second World War, the Philippines signed a series
of treaties and agreements with the US, which have all reiterated the legal effect of the above-mentioned three
treaties. The Act 3046 set by Philippines about its territorial sea baseline in 1961 and the amendment of the territorial
sea baseline by Philippines in 1968 have both clearly reaffirmed that 118 degree east longitude is the western limit of
the Philippine territory and Huangyan Island is not a base point of the Philippine territorial sea baseline.

(Figure 10: Official Map of the Philippines in 1990, with Huangyan Island lying outside the boundary of the Philippine
Territory)

The official maps of the Philippines publicized respectively in 2006, 2008, 2009, 2010 and even 2011 have all
marked Huangyan Island as outside the boundary of the Philippine territory.

(Figure 11: Official Map of the Philippines published in 2006, with Huangyan Island lying outside the boundary of the
Philippine Territory)

(Figure 12: Political Map of the Philippines published in 2011, with Huangyan Island lying outside the boundary of
the Philippine Territory)

The Philippines officially and explicitly stated that Huangyan Island did not belong to the Philippines. For instance,
the former Philippine ambassador to Germany stated clearly in his letter to German radio amateurs on 5 February
1990 that "Huangyan Island is not within the territory of the Philippines according to the National Mapping and
Resource Information Authority of the Philippines (NAMRIA)." Both the official document issued by NAMRIA dated 18
October 1994 and a document from the Philippine Amateur Radio Association to the American Radio Relay League
dated on 18 November 1994 made it clear that "the territorial boundary and sovereignty of the Philippines were
provided for in Article 3 of the Treaty of Paris between the US and Spain on 10 December 1898 with Huangyan Island
outside the Philippine territory."

6. When did the Philippines place its claim over Huangyan Island?

Since May 1997, the Philippines has revealed its intention to occupy China's Huangyan Island. At that time, the
Chinese Radio Sports Association organized a China-US-Japan radio expedition team to land on Huangyan Island for
radio activities. During this period, the Philippines repeatedly dispatched warships and military aircrafts to track,
monitor and harass these amateur radio activities. Two members of the Philippine House of Representatives blatantly
boarded a naval vessel to land on Huangyan Island, where they erected flags and monuments, and blocked and
intimidated the Chinese personnel. In 2009, the Philippines amended the Philippine Territorial Sea Baselines Act to
include Huangyan Island into its territory. China has expressed its unequivocal opposition to these activities by the
Philippines and has lodged solemn representations with the Philippine side.

7. Why do you say that the Philippine claim of the sovereignty over Huangyan Island does not hold water?
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The Philippines' position on Huangyan Island has been inconsistent and self-contradictory and is absolutely
groundless according to the international law.

a) Before the 1990s, the Philippines had never challenged China's sovereignty and jurisdiction over Huangyan
Island.

b) In the late 1990s, the Philippines advanced its territorial claim over Huangyan Island on the ground of geographit
proximity and on the excuse that Huangyan Island is located within the 200 nautical miles of the Philippine EEZ
according to its one-sided interpretation of UNCLOS. However, the principle of geographic proximity does not provide
the legal basis for territorial sovereignty while its EEZ-based claim violates the principle of international law that "the
land dominates the sea", and it is also a misinterpretation and abuse of the UNCLOS.

c) After the Huangyan Island Incident in April 2012, the Philippines has given a new reason for its claim, saying that
the Philippines has effectively occupied and managed Huangyan Island ever since its independence. But China has
discovered, exploited, named and effectively administered Huangyan Island and has never stopped its effective

jurisdiction over the island even since the 13! century, much earlier than the independence of the Philippines.
(Figure 13-14: the New Oxford Atlas, Oxford University Press)

8. Why do you think the Philippines violates international law by basing its territorial claim on the geographic
proximity?

The Philippines claims sovereignty over Huangyan Island because it is closest to the Philippines. According to
international judicial practice and international case law, the so-called "geographic proximity" does not constitute a
basis for one country to occupy the territory of another country. In today's world, many countries have remote off-
shore territories, which are much closer to other countries than to their own. There are numerous cases in the world
in which countries have owned offshore territories or islands that are far away from their own countries and closer to
their neighboring countries. Therefore, geographic proximity cannot change the sovereignty of these territories or
islands.

9. Why do you say that the Philippines’ Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs)-based claim of sovereignty over
Huangyan Island represents a misinterpretation and abuse of United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS)?

The Philippines claims that since Huangyan Island is about 125 nautical miles away from its Luzon Island, thus
within its EEZs, as the UNCLOS provides for 200 nautical miles EEZs, the Philippines has the sovereignty over
Huangyan Island. Clearly, the Philippines here has misinterpreted and misapplied UNCLOS on the basis of its own
interests, which is contrary to international law and to UNCLOS. It has been an established basic principle of
international law that "the land dominates the sea". Coastal states derive their sovereign rights and jurisdiction over
EEZs from their territorial sovereignty. UNCLOS does not have any provision to change a country's sovereignty over
territorial land, let alone empowering any nation to extend its EEZs to include territories of other countries. Hence,
UNCLOS can not serve as a basis for a country to claim sovereignty over China's Huangyan Island. In this context,
ignoring the fact Huangyan Island has always belonged to China, the Philippines' EEZs-based territorial claim to the
detriment of China's territorial sovereignty is not only a misinterpretation and abuse of UNCLOS, but also represents ¢
violation of the fundamental principle of the inviolability of territorial sovereignty enshrined in the UN Charter.

10. What actually happened on Huangyan Island in April 20127

When 12 fishing boats from Hainan, China were conducting normal operations in the Huangyan Island lagoon on
the morning of April 10, the Philippine Navy warship Gregorio del Pilar blocked the entrance to the lagoon. The
Philippine armed personnel boarded four Chinese fishing boats, questioned the Chinese fishermen, searched the
boats and took photos. They were rude and rough, severely violated China's territorial sovereignty and the human
rights of Chinese fishermen. On the afternoon of 10 April, upon learning of the incident, the Chinese marine
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surveillance vessels No.84 and No.75, both performing routine patrol duty nearby, immediately headed to the Island
to protect the safety of the Chinese fishermen. On the afternoon of 11 April, the Chinese fishery administration boat
No.303 also arrived on the site and instructed the Chinese fishing boats and fishermen to evacuate safely and get rid
of the Philippine intimidation. Afterwards, an archaeological ship of the Philippines stayed in the lagoon for illegal
operation for a long time, and refused to leave the site until 18 April after China's repeated representations.

After the occurrence of Huangyan Island Incident, China has consistently adhered to its position of solving the issue
through diplomatic consultation. However, the Philippines kept escalating the situation, made erroneous remarks to
mislead the public at home and abroad and whip up hostile sentiments. All the above actions have severely damaged
the bilateral relations. To prevent further provocation by the Philippines, the Chinese public service ships have
continued to keep close watch over Huangyan Island waters, provide administrative and other service to Chinese
fishing boats in accordance with China's laws, so as to ensure Chinese fishermen a good environment for operations
in their traditional fishing grounds.

(From Website of National Insititude for South China Sea Studies http://www.nanhai.org.cn/en/newspic_show.asp?
Im=news&newsid=2547)
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China National Offshore Oil Corporation, Press Release: Notification of Part of Open Blocks in Waters under
Jurisdiction of the Peoples Republic of China Available for Foreign Cooperation in the Year of 2012
(23 June 2012)
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Attached Map of Locations for Part of Open Blocks in Waters under Jurisdiction of the
People's Republic of China Available for Foreign Cooperation in the Year of 2012

Now, nine blocks covering an area of 160124.38km2 are available for exploration and development cooperation
between China National Offshore Oil Corporation ("CNOOC") and foreign companies.

1. Introduction of the open blocks

Please refer the locations of blocks to the attached map: Map of Locations for Part of Open Blocks in Waters under
Jurisdiction of the People's Republic of China Available for Foreign Cooperation in the Year of 2012.

Please refer the coordinates of the blocks to the attached table: Coordinates for Part of Open Blocks in Waters under
Jurisdiction of the People's Republic of China Available for Foreign Cooperation in the Year of 2012.

Block JY22

Block JY22 mostly lies in the north uplift and central depression of Zhongjiannan Basin, and the northeast of the
Block lies in Zhongshaxinan Basin, with a water depth ranging from 1500m to 3000m and covering an area of
16638.64km2.

Block HY10
Block HY10 mostly lies in the central depression and south uplift of Zhongjiannan Basin, with a water depth ranging
from 2000m to 3000m and covering an area of 17134.19km2.



Block HY34
Block HY34 mostly lies in the central depression and south uplift of Zhongjiannan Basin, with a water depth more
than 2000m and covering an area of 17178.54km2.

Block BS16
Block BS16 mostly lies in the south uplift of Zhongjiannan Basin, with a water depth more than 2000m and covering
an area of 16313.48km2.

Block DW04
Block DW04 mostly lies in the south uplift of Zhongjiannan Basin, with a water depth more than 2000m and covering
an area of 15895.02km2.

Block DW22
Block DW22 lies in the south uplift and south depression of Zhongjiannan Basin, with a water depth ranging from
300m to 4000m and covering an area of 20415.55km2.

Block YQX18
Block YQX18 lies in the south depression and south uplift of Zhongjiannan Basin, with a water depth ranging from
300m to 4000m and covering an area of 15948.66km2.

Block RJ03
Block RJ03 lies in the northeast part of Wan'an Basin and the north part of Nanweixi Basin, with a water depth
ranging from 300m to 3000m and covering an area of 22857.8km2.

Block RJ27
Block RJ27 lies in the northeast part of Wan'an Basin and the central part of Nanweixi Basin, with a water depth
ranging from 300m to 2000m and covering an area of 17742.5km2.

2. Introduction of Data Room
(1) Program of Data Viewing and Purchase

The data room will open from the date of the publication of the notification to the date of publication of blocks
available for foreign cooperation for the next year. Foreign companies may have access to the data room and
purchase data in accordance with the following procedure:

To apply for data viewing in written to Exploration Contact Person.

Exploration Contact Person will schedule the time for foreign companies to visit the data room and give the written
notice to foreign companies of their respective schedule for data room visit and copy such notice to the principal of
data room.

Upon receiving the above-mentioned notice from Exploration Contact Person, foreign companies may directly go to
visit the data room in accordance with the relevant provisions of CNOOC at the scheduled time.

Foreign companies willing to purchase any data may contact with the principal of data room directly in accordance
with the data acquisition rules of CNOOC.

(2) Location of Data Room and Contact Information

Exploration Contact Person: Mr. He Jiangqi

Tel:86-10-84526165

Fax:86-10-84526071

Email:hejg4@cnooc.com.cn

Exploration and Development Research Center Dataroom

It is located in Beijing, PRC, which has the data of all open blocks.

3. CNOOC's address and liaison person are as follows:

Mr. Zhao Liguo

General Council

China National Offshore Oil Corporation

CNOOC Tower

No. 25 Chaoyangmenbei Dajie, Dongcheng District, Beijing
The People's Republic of China

Postal Code: 100010

Tel : (86-10) 84521178

Fax : (86-10) 64013119

E-mail: zhaolg@cnooc.com.cn

Attached Coordinates for Part of Open Blocks in Waters under Jurisdiction of the People’s
Republic of China Available for Foreign Cooperation in the Year of 2012

Release date:23 Jun 2012

Views: 3766
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Coordinates for Part of Open Blocks in Waters under Jurisdiction of the People's Republic of China

Available for Foreign Cooperation in the Year of 2012

Coordinates of Block JY22, Area 16638. 64km >

Coordinates of Block HY10, Area 17134. 19km 2

NO. Longitude Latitude NO. Longitude Latitude
1 110° 30" 00" 14° 25" 00" 1 110° 30" 00" 13° 48" 00"
2 112° 45" 00" 14° 25" 00" 2 112° 45" 00" 13° 48" 00"
3 112° 45" 00" 13° 48" 00" 3 112° 45" 00" 13° 10" 00"
4 110° 30" 00" 13° 48" 00" 4 110° 30" 00" 13° 10" 00"

Coordinates of Block HY34, Area 17178. 54km 2

Coordinates of Block BS16, Area 16313. 48km 2

NO. Longitude Latitude NO. Longitude Latitude
1 110° 30" 00" 13° 10" 00" 1 110° 30" 00" 12° 32" 00"
2 112° 45" 00" 13° 10" 00" 2 112° 45" 00" 12° 32" 00"
3 112° 45" 00" 12° 32" 00" 3 112° 45" 00" 11° 56" 00"
4 110° 30" 00" 12° 32" 00" 4 110° 30" 00" 11° 56" 00"

Coordinates of Block DW22, Area 20415. 55km 2

Coordinates of Block DW04, Area 15895. 02km > NO. Longitude Latitude
NO. Longitude Latitude 1 110° 30" 00" 11° 21" 00"
1 110° 30" 00" 11° 56" 00" 2 112° 45" 00" 11° 21" 00"
2 112° 45" 00" 11° 56" 00" 3 112° 45" 00" 10° 40" 00"
3 112° 45" 00" 11° 21" 00" 4 109° 52" 00" 10° 40" 00"
4 110° 30" 00" 11° 21" 00" 5 109° 52" 00" 10° 54" 00"
6 110° 30" 00" 10° 54" 00"

Coordinates of Block YQX18, Area 15948. 66km 2 Coordinates of Block RJ03, Area 22857. Skm 2
NO. Longitude Latitude NO. Longitude Latitude
1 109° 52" 00" 10° 40" 00" 1 109° 20" 00" 10° 00" 00"
2 111° 50" 00" 10° 40" 00" 2 111° 50" 00" 10° 00" 00"
3 111° 50" 00" 10° 00" 00" 3 111° 50" 00" 09° 15" 00"
4 109° 52" 00" 10° 00" 00" 4 109° 20" 00" 09° 15" 00"

Coordinates of Block RJ27, Area 17742. 5km °

NO. Longitude Latitude
1 109° 20" 00" 9° 15" 00"
2 111° 50" 00" 9° 15" 00"
3 111° 50" 00" 8° 55’ 30"
4 110° 50" 00" 8° 55" 30"
5 110° 50" 00" 8° 30" 00"
6 109° 20" 00" 8° 30" 00"
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People’s Republic of China, China State Oceanic Administration, China Marine Surveillance (1 Dec. 2012)






China Marine Surveillance
Source: State Oceanic Administration

Issue date: 1 December 2012
[...]

The main functions of China Marine Surveillance:

Pursuant to relevant laws and requirements, the main functions of China Marine
Surveillance are to conduct patrol and supervision in the territorial waters (including coastal
areas) under the jurisdiction of China, investigate and handle illegal and illicit actions such as
violations of oceanic rights, illegal usage of the territorial waters, damage of the oceanic
environment and resources, sabotage to maritime equipment, and disturbance to order on the
seas and to carry out other law enforcement work based on assignment or authorization. The
main functions are:

(1) Formulate, organize, and implement plans and programs for law enforcement and
supervision of the seas.

(2) Make plans for usage of China Marine Surveillance funds, supervise and manage
the usage of funds.

(3) Build and manage the China Marine Surveillance personnel, formulate charters
and systems for law enforcement and supervision work on the seas.

(4) Organize and coordinate law enforcement and supervision work in the territorial
waters under the jurisdiction of China, release public reports and notices on oceanic law
enforcement and supervision.

(5) Organize, when dealing with major maritime accidents, the emergency supervision,
investigation and evidence collection and impose punishments according to laws.

(6) Establish and manage maritime monitoring network, manage maritime law
enforcement and supervisory information.

(7) Establish and manage a technical support system for oceanic law enforcement and
supervision, organize and formulate technical regulations and standards for oceanic law
enforcement and supervision.

(8) Arrange qualification management and training work for maritime supervisory
personnel and issue the maritime supervisor’s certificates.

(9) Formulate, organize, and implement plans for the allocation and maintenance of
China Marine Surveillance vessels and aircrafts as well as their equipment and material
resources, supervise the work safety of China Marine Surveillance vessels and aircrafts.
Manage the equipment and usage by the China Marine Surveillance personnel.

(10) Supervise and manage the pennant numbers of China Marine Surveillance
vessels and aircrafts, as well as the apparel and logo usage by China Marine Surveillance
personnel.

(11) Implement other matters assigned by the Oceanic Administration. [...]
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People’s Republic of China, Hainan Province, Hainan Provincial Regulation on the Control of Coastal Border
Security (31 Dec. 2012)






The Announcement of The Standing Committee of Hainan Provincial
People’s Congress

No. 108

The Hainan Provincial Regulation on the Control of Coastal Border Security
was revised and approved by the 35th meeting of the Fourth Standing Committee
of Hainan Provincial People’s Congress on 27 November 2012. The revised
Hainan Provincial Regulation on the Control of Coastal Border Security is
hereby announced and becomes effective on 1 January 2013.

The Standing Committee of Hainan Provincial People’s Congress
31 December 2012

The Hainan Provincial Regulation
on The Control of Coastal Border Security
Passed by the tenth meeting of the second Standing Committee of Hainan
Provincial People’s Congress on 26 November 1999 and revised by the 35th
meeting of the Fourth Standing Committee of Hainan Provincial People’s
Congress on 27 November 2012.

Chapter 1 General Provisions

Article 1 In order to strength the control of the coastal border security,
maintain the order of the coastal border security, protect the lawful rights and
interests of citizens, judicial persons and other organizations, and promote the
economic and social development in the coastal areas, this Regulation is
formulated based on the actual circumstances in the Hainan Province and in
accordance with relevant laws and administrative regulations, including the Law
of the People’s Republic of China on the Penalties for Public Security
Administration.

Article2  The Regulation is applicable to the border security control in the
sea areas and coastal areas within the jurisdiction of the Hainan Province. If any
matter is otherwise regulated by other laws or administrative regulations, such
laws or administrative regulations shall apply to the matter.

[...]
Chapter 3 Administration of Sea Ships and People

[..]

Article 31 When entering the sea areas within the jurisdiction of the
Hainan Province, all foreign ships and the people on the foreign ships shall obey
the laws and regulations of the People’s Republic of China, and shall not have
the following actions that breach the control of coastal border security:
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(1) Illegally stop or anchor when passing the sea areas under the jurisdiction
of the Hainan Province, or take provocative acts;

(2) Enter or exit the border without inspection and approval, or change the
entry or exit ports without approval,

(3) Illegally board any of the islands and reefs within the jurisdiction of the
Hainan Province;

(4) Damage marine defense facilities or production and living facilities on
the islands and reefs within the jurisdiction of the Hainan Province;

(5) Engage in propaganda activities that violate national sovereignty or
endanger national security; or

(6) Conduct any other actions that breach the control of coastal border
security as specified by other laws or regulations.

[...]
Chapter 5 Legal Responsibilities

Article 47 If a foreign ship and the people on the foreign ship have one of
the following circumstances as specified in Article 31, the authorities of the
public security border can legally take such measures as boarding the ship,
conducting inspection, detention, deportation, or ordering to stop sailing, change
the route or return the voyage. The involved ship or the auxiliary navigation
equipment in the ship may be seized. Prosecution shall be conducted in
accordance with relevant laws and regulations such as the Law of the People’s
Republic of China on the Penalties for Public Security Administration and the
Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Control of Exit and Entry of the
Border.

[...]
Chapter 6 Supplementary Provisions

Article 51 The detailed implementation of this Regulation shall be
interpreted by the People’s Government of Hainan Province.

Article 52 The Regulation becomes effective on 1 January 2013.
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Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei's Regular Press Conference on February 19,
2013

2013/02/20

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei held a press conference on February 19, 2013.
Hong Lei started the press conference with the following announcement:

Liu Yandong, member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and State Councilor, will be in the
ROK for the inauguration ceremony of the ROK's new President Park Geun-hye from February 23 to 26 as the

Special Representative of President Hu Jintao and General Secretary Xi Jinping.

Q: It is reported that the agreement of transferring the management of Pakistan's Gwadar port to a Chinese
company was officially signed in Pakistan on February 18. Comments say that the Gwadar port is an
important fulcrum for China to secure energy and develop maritime routes and is of profound strategic
significance. What is China's comment?

A: China and Pakistan are friendly neighbours. Chinese companies have long been actively participating in
Pakistan's constructions in all fields. As a commercial project in China-Pakistan economic and trade cooperation,
the Chinese company's takeover of the management of the Gwadar port is part of the mutually beneficial and
friendly cooperation between the two countries. China-Pakistan cooperation not only serves the interests of the two
countries and peoples, but is also conducive to regional stability and development.

Q: It is learnt that China has returned the Philippines’ note regarding bringing the South China Sea dispute

between the two countries to international arbitration. Please confirm.

A: China's position on the South China Sea issue is clear and consistent. China's sovereignty over the Nansha
Islands and their adjacent waters is based on sufficient historical and jurisprudential evidence. Meanwhile, bearing
in mind the larger interests of China-Philippines relations and regional peace and stability, China has always been
committed to solving disputes through bilateral negotiations and has made unremitting efforts to safeguard stability
in the South China Sea and promote regional cooperation. It is also the consensus reached by ASEAN countries
and China in the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DOC) to resolve disputes through
negotiations between directly concerned sovereign states. The Philippines' note and its attached notice not only
violate the consensus, but also contain serious errors in fact and law as well as false accusations against China,

which we firmly oppose.

http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/xwfw/s2510/t1015317.shtml 3/21/2014
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Chinese Ambassador to the Philippines Ma Keging called a meeting with officials of the Philippine Foreign Ministry
today, made clear that China refused to accept the note and its attached notice and returned them.

China hopes that the Philippines would honor its commitments, refrain from taking actions that may complicate and
aggravate the issue, and make positive response to China's proposals of establishing a consultation mechanism on
bilateral maritime issues and resuming the mechanism on confidence-building measures so as to return to the right

track of resolving disputes through bilateral negotiations.

Q: The US cyber security company MANDIANT yesterday released a report saying that Chinese military-

backed hackers repeatedly attacked US websites. What is China's comment?

A: Cyber attack is a global problem that should be resolved through constructive international cooperation based on
mutual trust and respect. It is neither professional nor responsible to make groundless speculations and

accusations on hacker attacks for various purposes, which does not help solve the problem.

The Chinese government has always firmly opposed to and combatted cyber attacks in accordance with the law. In
fact, China is one of the main victims of cyber attacks. Cyber attacks and crimes against China are on the fast rise
year by year. According to a report by the National Computer Network Emergency Response Technical Team
Coordination Center of China (CNCERT), in 2012, 73,000 overseas |IP addresses were involved in the control of
more than 14 million hosts in China as Trojan or Botnet command and control servers while 32,000 IP addresses
conducted remote control over nearly 38,000 websites in China through backdoor implantation. The US ranked the

first among the origins of the above cyber attacks,

To promote the settlement of the cyber security problem, China, Russia and some other countries jointly submitted
a draft of International Code of Conduct for Information Security to the UN in September 2011. China calls on the
international community to formulate a code of conduct of responsible countries for cyber security on the basis of
the draft and jointly build a peaceful, secure, open and cooperative cyberspace to safeguard the common interests

of the international community.

Q: The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay recently said that Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad should be investigated for crimes against humanity and war crimes. What is China's comment?

A: We believe that political resolution is the only practical way out for the Syrian issue. Relevant parties should
build up consensus on the basis of the communiqué of the Geneva foreign ministers' meeting of the Action Group
and push for an early, fair, peaceful and appropriate settlement of the Syrian issue. Words and deeds of relevant
international organizations and personnel should be conducive to the realization of this goal instead of further

complicating the issue.

C5uggestto afiend  Please enter E-mail =k Print Please enter keywords

Related News:

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei's Regular Press Conference on February 18, 2013
Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying's Remarks on US Announcement to Impose Sanctions Against Chinese Companies

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying's Regular Press Conference on February 8, 2013
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Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei's Remarks on Reports about Former US Official's Comment on the Diaoyu Islands Issue
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Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei's Regular Press
Conference on February 20, 2013

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei held a press conference on February 20, 2013.
Hong Lei started the press conference with the following announcement:

At the invitation of the government of Sierra Leone, Minister Jiang Weixin of Housing and Urban-Rural Development
will attend the inauguration ceremony of President Ernest Bai Koroma in Freetown on February 22 as the Special
Representative of President Hu Jintao.

Q: Philippine Foreign Ministry issued a statement yesterday, saying that it would push forward the
arbitration process against China on the South China Sea dispute between the two countries. What is your
comment?

A: Both the Philippines and China are signatories to the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in South China Sea
(DOC) and have made commitments on comprehensive and earnest implementation of the DOC. We disapprove of
the Philippine Foreign Ministry's practice of bringing international arbitration and have made clear our opposition
stance.

China maintains that the dialogue framework supported by most countries in the region should be upheld. We will
continue to make efforts to maintain peace and stability in the South China Sea and unswervingly safeguard national
sovereignty and interests.

Q: Does China keep communication with the US on the issue of hacker attack?

A: China and the US have maintained communication on relevant issue. As | said yesterday, cyber attack is a global
problem and should be resolved through constructive international cooperation on the basis of mutual trust and
respect. It is neither professional nor responsible to make groundless speculations and accusations on hacker
attacks for various purposes, which does not help solve the problem. The Chinese government has always firmly
opposed to and combatted cyber attacks in accordance with the law. China is one of the main victims of cyber
attacks. As far as we know, cyber attacks against China mainly originate from the US. China, Russia and some other
countries jointly submitted a draft of International Code of Conduct for Information Security to the UN in September
2011. China calls on the international community to formulate a code of conduct of responsible countries for cyber
security on the basis of the draft and jointly build a peaceful, secure, open and cooperative cyberspace to safeguard
the common interests of the international community.
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Plan for the Institutional Restructuring and Functional Transformation of the State
Council

Source: National People’s Congress of China Web www.npc.gov.cn

Date: 15 March 2013
[...]

Regarding Institutional Restructuring of the State Council

In this instance of institutional restructuring of the State Council, the focus is on the
transformation of its functions and clarifying the relationships among duties, to stably
promote reform of the large-department system, implement the separation of administration
and enterprise of railroads, integrate and strengthen institutions in public health and birth
control, food and drugs, news publication and broadcast of films and television, maritime
affairs, and energy management.

[...]

(5) Restructure the State Oceanic Administration. In order to promote uniform legal
enforcement on the seas and elevate legal enforcement efficacy, the squadrons and duties of
the State Oceanic Administration and its China Marine Surveillance, China Coast Guard,
China Fishery Administration of the Ministry of Agriculture, the ocean patrol police in the
General Administration of Customs shall be integrated, to reform the State Oceanic
Administration, which shall be managed by the Ministry of Land and Resources. The main
duties are to make rules governing marine development, implement law enforcement and the
protection of rights on the sea, supervise and manage the usage of territorial waters, and
marine environmental protection. In the name of the China Coast Guard, the State Oceanic
Administration shall develop law enforcement and the protection of rights on the sea and
shall accept guidance for affairs from the Ministry of Public Security.

In order to enhance the integrated planning and composite coordination of maritime
affairs, the State Oceanic Commission shall be established as a high-level procedural and
coordinating organ, which shall be responsible for researching and establishing state maritime
developmental strategies and for integrating and coordinating important affairs relating to the
sea. The specific work of the State Oceanic Commission shall be borne by the State Oceanic
Administration.
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Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying's Remarks on the Philippines’ Efforts in
Pushing for the Establishment of the Arbitral Tribunal in Relation to the Disputes
between China and the Philippines in the South China Sea

2013/04/26

Q: At the request of the Philippines, an arbitral tribunal on the South China Sea disputes between

China and the Philippines has been composed recently. What is China's comment on this?

A: On 22 January 2013, the Philippines sent China a note verbale, attached with a notification, to initiate
arbitration proceedings against China regarding issues of the South China Sea. On 19 February, China stated its
rejection of the request for arbitration by the Philippines and returned the latter's note verbale and the attached

notification. The position of China, as indicated above, will not change.

Since the 1970s, the Philippines, in violation of the Charter of the United Nations and principles of international
law, illegally occupied some islands and reefs of China's Nansha Islands, including Mahuan Dao, Feixin Dao,
Zhongye Dao, Nanyao Dao, Beizi Dao, Xiyue Dao, Shuanghuang Shazhou and Siling Jiao. Firmly and consistently
opposed to the illegal occupation by the Philippines, China hereby solemnly reiterates its demand that the

Philippines withdraw all its nationals and facilities from China's islands and reefs.

The Philippines professed in the notification of 22 January 2013 that it "does not seek...a determination of which
Party enjoys sovereignty over the islands claimed by both of them." On 22 January, however, the Philippines
publicly stated that the purpose for initiating the arbitration was to bring to "a durable solution" the Philippines-
China disputes in the South China Sea. These statements are simply self-contradictory. In addition, by initiating
the arbitration on the basis of its illegal occupation of China's islands and reefs, the Philippines has distorted the
basic facts underlying the disputes between China and the Philippines. In so doing, the Philippines attempts to
deny China's territorial sovereignty and clothes its illegal occupation of China's islands and reefs with a cloak of
"legality”. The Philippines' attempt to seek a so-called "durable solution" such as this and the means it has

employed to that end are absolutely unacceptable to China.

In accordance with international law, and especially the principle of the law of the sea that "land dominates the
sea", determined territorial sovereignty is the precondition for, and basis of maritime delimitation. The claims for
arbitration as raised by the Philippines are essentially concerned with maritime delimitation between the two
countries in parts of the South China Sea, and thus inevitably involve the territorial sovereignty over certain
relevant islands and reefs. However, such issues of territorial sovereignty are not the ones concerning the

interpretation or application of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). Therefore, given the fact that
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the Sino-Philippine territorial disputes still remain unresolved, the compulsory dispute settlement procedures as
contained in UNCLOS should not apply to the claims for arbitration as raised by the Philippines. Moreover, in
2006, the Chinese Government made a declaration in pursuance of Article 298 of UNCLOS, excluding disputes
regarding such matters as those related to maritime delimitation from the compulsory dispute settlement
procedures, including arbitration. Therefore, the request for arbitration by the Philippines is manifestly
unfounded. China's rejection of the Philippines' request for arbitration, consequently, has a solid basis in

international law.

In the interest of maintaining the Sino-Philippine relations and the peace and stability in the South China Sea,
China has been persistent in pursuing bilateral negotiations and consultations with the Philippines to resolve
relevant disputes. It is a commitment undertaken by all signatories, the Philippines included, under the
Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DOC) that disputes relating to territorial and
maritime rights and interests be resolved through negotiations by sovereign states directly concerned therewith.
The DOC should be implemented in a comprehensive and serious manner. China will adhere to the means of
bilateral negotiations to resolve territorial and maritime delimitation disputes both in accordance with applicable

rules of international law and in compliance with the spirit of the DOC.
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Remarks by H.E. Li Kegiang Premier of the State Council of the People's Republic of China At the 16th
ASEAN-China Summit

2013/10/16

Bandar Seri Begawan, 9 October 2013
Your Majesty Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei Darussalam,
Dear Colleagues,

Good afternoon. | am delighted to join you in the beautiful city of Bandar Seri Begawan. His Majesty Sultan has attended the ASEAN-
China Summit many times and put in tremendous efforts in promoting ASEAN's cooperation with China. | wish to thank His Majesty
Sultan and the government of Brunei for the meticulous preparation and thoughtful arrangements for this meeting. As for me, this is my
first time to attend the meeting and | look forward to an in-depth exchange of views with all friends present, old and new, on the future
course of our cooperation.

The year 2013 marks the 10th anniversary of the China-ASEAN strategic partnership. Over the past decade, China-ASEAN relations
have achieved robust growth and our cooperation has made remarkable progress. We have deepened political mutual trust, supported
each other on many major international and regional affairs, and maintained good-neighborliness and harmonious coexistence. We have
significantly advanced our practical cooperation. From 2002 to 2012, two-way trade grew at an average annual rate of 23.6%, reaching
US$400 billion. Mutual investment increased 3.4 times, totaling over US$100 billion. China is now ASEAN's biggest trading partner and
ASEAN China's third largest trading partner. China and ASEAN have established the world's largest free trade area among developing
countries. We have increased our people-to-people and cultural exchanges, and deepened cooperation in areas relating to people's
livelihood and the development of social programs. Last year, 9.69 million Chinese tourists traveled to ASEAN countries. In the face of
the international financial crisis and major natural disasters, we stood alongside each other and worked closely together. This has
enhanced the public support for our cooperation.

Over the past decade, East Asia has grown with strong momentum despite the ups and downs in the international environment. The key
to fruitful China-ASEAN cooperation lies in mutual trust, pragmatism and inclusiveness. Such cooperation, in essence, serves our
common interests and complies with the trend of the times toward peace, development and cooperation. In today's world, countries, more
than ever before, need to have a peaceful and stable external environment. They need to push forward one's own development through
closer cooperation, view each other with a long-term perspective, and work jointly like one big family for their common future. To this end,
| believe we need to further intensify the following two points of consensus:

First, deeper strategic mutual trust and good-neighborly relations is fundamental to closer cooperation. Amidst great changes in the
international situation in the last 20-plus years since the end of the Cold War, East Asia has been able to seize the opportunity for
development and enjoyed rapid growth. The most important reason is that we have jointly maintained peace and stability in this region.
Without a secure environment, economic prosperity cannot sustain; and without mutual trust, win-win cooperation can hardly go any
further. China will, as always, pursue the foreign policy of building friendship and partnership with its neighbors, resolve differences
through friendly consultation and dialogue on the basis of mutual respect and equality, and support ASEAN's centrality in East Asia
cooperation. We are ready to share weal and woe and grow together with ASEAN. If | could compare China-ASEAN cooperation to a fine
piece of silk, then China and ASEAN would be the vertical thread and horizontal thread on the loom that have to be interwoven by the
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"shuttle” of mutual trust. That is how we can make sure that the piece of silk, when finished, could really shine with grandeur and
splendor.

The situation in the South China Sea is generally stable, and the differences that exist will not and should not affect the overall China-
ASEAN relations. Disputes in the South China Sea should be addressed through consultation and negotiation between parties directly
concerned. China and ASEAN countries should work together to maintain peace and stability in the South China Sea and jointly foster a
favorable environment for peaceful settlement of the disputes. Pending a peaceful settlement, China maintains that parties to the dispute
should work actively for joint development. There is freedom of navigation in the South China Sea, and the safety of navigation in the
South China Sea is assured. Each year, over 100,000 cargo ships from various countries sail across this area smoothly. China will
continue to work with other countries in the region to uphold the freedom and safety of navigation in the South China Sea.

The Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DOC), as an important political agreement reached among China and
ASEAN countries, constitutes the cornerstone for peace and stability in the South China Sea. Last month, the Senior Officials' Meeting
and Joint Working Group Meeting for the implementation of the DOC were successfully held in Suzhou, China. China will work with
ASEAN countries to vigorously promote practical maritime cooperation in the process of full and effective implementation of the DOC.
China will continue to have consultations with ASEAN countries on formulating a code of conduct in the South China Sea (COC) under
the framework of implementing the DOC, and will work with ASEAN countries to advance the formulation process of the COC in an active
and prudent manner under the principle of consensus building. A tranquil South China Sea is a blessing for all, while a turbulent one
benefits no one. We need to work together to make it a sea of peace, friendship and cooperation.

Second, focusing on economic development and expanding win-win results is crucial to deeper cooperation. China and ASEAN are both
in a crucial period of development. With a combined population of 1.9 billion, we enjoy a huge market and tremendous development
potential. To enhance business cooperation and draw on each other's strengths has become the choice for China and ASEAN countries
to overcome obstacles on the way ahead and promote common development. What we need to do is to take further actions and achieve
a few more major results to bring our practical cooperation to a new level. China will give strong support to the development of the GMS
and BIMP-EAGA, so as to narrow the development gap between ASEAN countries and promote ASEAN Community building. The recent
volatility in the financial markets of some Southeast Asian countries has not been followed by a new round of crisis. This is attributable to
the efforts of these countries in economic reform, structural adjustment and financial supervision, and to their communication, coordination
and cooperation in the financial and other fields. We should continue to uphold our common interests and make the dividends of our
cooperation reach our people in a most extensive way.

Dear Colleagues,

The China-ASEAN relationship has become a mature one and China-ASEAN cooperation has entered the fast track of development. We
need to seize the opportunities to further elevate our cooperation. To this end, and on the basis of the above-mentioned two points of
political consensus, | wish to make a seven-point proposal on building a framework for wide-ranging, in-depth, high-level and all-round
China-ASEAN cooperation in the next decade.

First, we need to actively discuss the possibility of concluding a treaty on good-neighborliness, friendship and cooperation between China
and ASEAN countries. Good-neighborliness and friendship are a treasure for China-ASEAN cooperation to which we all need to remain
truly committed. The new Chinese government attaches great importance to ASEAN and takes ASEAN as a priority on its diplomatic
agenda regarding the neighborhood. We should plant more flowers, not thorns, in our relations and always be good neighbors, good
friends and good partners. During the Special China-ASEAN Foreign Ministers' Meeting held recently, the two sides discussed the
possibility of concluding a treaty on good-neighborliness, friendship and cooperation between China and ASEAN countries. Smooth
progress of this process will reflect our confidence and resolve for jointly upholding peace and stability in the region, including in the
South China Sea, and for deepening mutually beneficial cooperation. If consensus could be reached and the treaty finally signed, it will
provide legal and institutional safeguards for China-ASEAN strategic cooperation, and will become a banner guiding the development of
China-ASEAN relations.

Second, we need to start negotiations on an upgraded version of the China-ASEAN Free Trade Area (CAFTA). China suggests to launch
negotiations as soon as possible on an upgraded CAFTA. We will encourage both sides to take more steps to open up such areas as
trade in goods, trade in services and investment cooperation so as to further advance trade and investment liberalization and facilitation.
We will endeavor to raise two-way trade to US$1 trillion by 2020, and enable ASEAN countries to benefit even more from regional
integration and China's economic growth. In the coming eight years, China will import as much as three trillion US dollars of goods from
ASEAN and invest over US$100 billion in ASEAN countries. The Chinese government supports Hong Kong in conducting FTA
negotiations with ASEAN as a separate customs territory. China also stands ready to work with ASEAN to advance negotiations of the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) to deepen economic integration of our region.

Third, we need to expedite the development of infrastructural connectivity. Better connectivity contributes to regional trade facilitation and
helps expand trade bilaterally and multilaterally. We should make good use of such mechanisms as the China-ASEAN Committee on
Connectivity Cooperation and China-ASEAN Transport Ministers' Meeting to make better planning and identify and launch landmark
collaborative projects on connectivity building as soon as possible. China will work with other parties to jointly advance the flagship project
of the Pan-Asia Railway network and hopes to see early start of its construction. To meet the financing needs of some regional countries
to upgrade infrastructure, China will continue to make proper use of the China-ASEAN Investment Cooperation Fund and provide special
loans. At the same time, China proposes that an Asian infrastructure investment bank be set up, and welcomes ASEAN countries to play
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an active part in it. With an open approach, the bank aims to pool collective efforts to raise our financing capacity and will give priority to
transport, energy, communication and other infrastructure projects in countries of the region.

Fourth, we need to step up regional financial cooperation and risk prevention. China will work with other countries in the region and take
more effective measures to tackle regional and international financial risks. China suggests that we increase the size and scope of
bilateral local currency swap, expand the pilot program of settling cross-border trade with local currencies to reduce the exchange rate
risks and settlement costs of intra-regional trade and investment, and fully leverage the role of the China-ASEAN Inter-bank Association.
We need to strengthen cooperation on the Chiang Mai Initiative Multilateralization and move speedily to improve the operational
procedures for the US$240 billion foreign exchange reserve pool. China is ready to provide facilitation to the monetary authorities and
other institutions of ASEAN countries to invest in China's bond market. We also need to vigorously explore and formulate a roadmap for
future regional financial cooperation and endeavor to forge an Asia currency stability system, an Asia credit system and an Asia
investment and financing cooperation system.

Fifth, we need to steadily advance maritime cooperation. This is a major undertaking, and both sides need to take active steps to
advance our maritime partnership and jointly build the Maritime Silk Road of the 21st century. China has set up a RMB3 billion China-
ASEAN Maritime Cooperation Fund and welcomes project proposals from ASEAN countries. The first group of 17 approved projects are
aimed to support cooperation over marine economy, maritime connectivity, marine environmental protection and scientific research, and
maritime search and rescue. Fishery cooperation should be given priority, as it benefits our people directly and helps to maintain stability.
China supports the holding of a China-ASEAN marine cooperation forum in Indonesia this coming November.

Sixth, we need to strengthen exchange and cooperation in the security field. China proposes that the mechanism of ASEAN-China
Defense Ministers' Meeting be improved and regular dialogues on regional security issues be held. China welcomes ASEAN defense
ministers to visit China at an appropriate time and hold a special China-ASEAN defense ministers' meeting. The two sides may also
deepen cooperation in disaster prevention and relief, cyber security, combating transnational crimes, joint law enforcement and other
non-traditional security fields. China proposes that a plan of action be formulated on China-ASEAN disaster relief cooperation, and that
contact be strengthened with the ASEAN Coordination Center for Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster Management. China will provide
RMB50 million for cooperation on disaster prevention and relief. China is ready to establish a dialogue and exchange mechanism
between the maritime law enforcement agencies of the two sides and conduct personnel training and joint patrol with ASEAN countries.

Seventh, we need to intensify cultural, scientific, technological, environmental and people-to-people exchanges. The roots of friendship
and cooperation lie in the people. We will jointly formulate an action plan for China-ASEAN cultural cooperation and ensure the success
of activities during the 2014 year of China-ASEAN cultural exchange. In the next three to five years, China will provide ASEAN countries
15,000 government scholarships and build more education centers catered to ASEAN countries in China. China will contribute RMB200
million to the Asia Regional Cooperation Fund to mainly finance people-to-people exchange between the two sides and capacity building.
China will continue to support the development of such platforms as the China-ASEAN Center, China-ASEAN Think Tank Network and
China-ASEAN Public Health Cooperation Fund, and advance exchanges in culture and education and between youth, think tanks and
media organizations, so as to build strong popular support for our cooperation. China will continue to implement the China-ASEAN
Scientific and Technological Partnership Program, set up a China-ASEAN Science and Technology Innovation Center, and bolster
cooperation in new energy and other areas. China will also put forward an initiative for cooperation between Chinese and ASEAN
environmental industries, and establish a China-ASEAN demonstration base for cooperation and exchanges on environment-related
technologies and between relevant industries. China and ASEAN countries are home to eastern civilizations and we have confidence in
creating new highlights in our cooperation.

The two points of political consensus and seven cooperation proposals | have just outlined can be summarized as a "2+7 cooperation
framework". It demonstrates the political commitment of the current Chinese government towards the future development of China-
ASEAN relations. The essence is to increase political trust between China and ASEAN, deepen all-round cooperation and promote
common development, so that China-ASEAN relations will benefit the people of our two sides and contribute more to peace, stability and
prosperity of the region and beyond.

Dear Colleagues,

China-ASEAN relations enjoy a deep foundation and strong bonds; China-ASEAN cooperation promises tremendous potential and broad
prospects. People say that the future of the world lies in the Asia-Pacific and the prosperity of the Asia-Pacific hinges on East Asia. The
historical window of opportunity is open right in front of us: seizing it, we will accomplish greater development; missing it, we risk falling
behind. China wants to be ASEAN's partner and friend forever. Through sincere cooperation, we will make even greater contribution to
Asia and the world.

Thank you.

Suggest to a friend | 5= Print

Related News

http://id.china-embassy.org/eng/ztbd/000ddbkd/t1089966.htm[3/9/2014 8:36:45 PM]
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Remarks by H.E. Li Keqiang Premier of the State Council of the People's Republic of China At the 16th ASEAN-China Summit

" Remarks by H.E. Li Kegiang Premier of the State Council of the People's Republic of China At the 16th ASEAN Plus Three
Summit (2013-10-16)
*Remarks by H.E. Li Kegiang Premier of the State Council of the People's Republic of China At the 8th East Asia Summit (2013-10-16)
" Premier Li Kegiang Attends the 16th ASEAN-China Summit, Stressing to Push for Wide-ranging, In-depth, High-level, All-
dimensional Cooperation between China and ASEAN and Continue to Write New Chapter of Bilateral Relations (2013-10-16)
* Premier Li Kegiang Gives Joint Written Interview To Media from ASEAN Countries (2013-10-10)
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People’s Republic of China, Ministry of Land and Resources, Organizational Chart
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Source: Ministry of Land and Resources
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People’s Republic of China, Ministry of Land and Resources, China State Oceanic Administration,
Organizational Chart
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Source: State Oceanic Administration

[...]

You are currently at: State Oceanic Administration > Public Information > Overview of the
Administration > Organizational Structure
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hong Lei’s
Statement Regarding Comments by an Official of the United States Department of State on the South China Sea
(8 Feb. 2014)
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs Spokesperson Hong Lei’s statement regarding comments
by an official of the United States Department of State on the South China Sea

8 February 2014

Q: On February 5, United States Assistant Secretary Russel stated in a testimony
before the Congress that the Chinese maritime claims based on the “nine-dash line” were
inconsistent with principles of international law, and urged that the Chinese position should
be clarified or adjusted. How does China respond to this?

A. The Chinese maritime rights and interests in the South China Sea were formed
historically and are protected by international law. China has remained committed to
resolving maritime disputes with the countries involved through negotiation and consultation.
Meanwhile, China attaches great importance to maintaining peace and stability in the South
China Sea jointly with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations through implementing the
Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea. As described above, the
Chinese position is clear and consistent. Making-up issues and exaggeration of tensions
would not help to maintain peace and stability in the Southeast Asian region. The comments
made by certain officials in the congressional testimony are not constructive. We urge the
United States to take a rational and fair attitude and play a constructive role toward the peace,
stability, prosperity and development of the region, not the other way around.

Copyright, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China
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Joint Communique 25th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting Manila, Philippines,
21-22 July 1992

INTRODUCTION

1. The Twenty-Fifth ASEAN Ministerial Meeting was held in Manila from 21 to 22 July 1992. The Meeting was formally
opened by His Excellency Mr. Fidel V, Ramos, President of the Republic of the Philippines.

2. The Meeting was attended by His Royal Highness Prince Mohamed Bolkiah, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brunei
Darussalam; His Excellency Mr. Ali Alatas, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia; His Excellency Datuk
Abdullah bin Haji Ahmad Badawi, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Malaysia; His Excellency Mr. Raul S. Manglapus,
Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the Philippines; His Excellency Mr. Wong Kan Seng, Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Singapore; His Excellency Mr. Arsa Sarasin, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand and their
respective delegations.

3. His Excellency Mr. Rusli Noor, Secretary-General of the ASEAN Secretariat, and members of his staff were also
present.

4. His Excellency Mr. Maimu Raka-Nou, Special Envoy of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Papua New Guinea, attended
the open sessions as Special Observer.

5. His Excellency Mr. Qian Qichen, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China, and His Excellency Mr.
Andrei Kozyrev, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation attended the open sessions -as Guests of the
Chairman of the ASEAN Standing Committee.

6. His Excellency Mr. Nguyen Manh Cam, Foreign Minister of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, and His Excellency Mr.
Phoun Sipraseuth, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Lao People's Democratic Republic, also attended the Opening
Session. In a separate ceremony, they handed over their respective instruments of Accession to the Treaty of Amity and
Cooperation in Southeast Asia.

7. His Excellency Mr. Raul S. Manglapus, Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the Philippines, chaired the
Meeting. His Excellency Mr. Wong Kan Seng, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Singapore, was elected Vice-
Chairman.

OPENNING ADDRESS

8. In his Opening Address, His Excellency Mr. Fidel Ramos, President of the Republic of the Philippines stated that, the
openness and flexibility of ASEAN account for its success, evidenced by its Dialogue Partner relationships and the
interest shown by other countries. Of specific significance are the Special observer status of Papua New Guinea and the
accession of Vietham and Laos to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia. Noting a "season of grace for
building confidence", he urged for ASEAN cooperation in at least six areas: defense cooperation including more military
consultations and technical exchange; training and exercises; economic cooperation including trade liberalization and
increased access to Western markets; technology transfer; regional environmental protection; mechanisms to quell
piracy as well as the illicit drug trade and ways to deal with large scale worker migration.

He stressed that the most effective way of enhancing regional security is the strengthening of economic cooperation. As
he underscored the need for an urgent solution to the rival claims in the South China Sea and for a greater role of the
United Nations in conflict resolution, he called for a common vision of regional security and enhanced economic
cooperation for its own sake, for a better life for ASEAN peoples and for greater political stability.

As he reiterated the Philippines' commitment to the SEAN Free Trade Area, free enterprise and private initiative, he
affirmed ASEAN unity in ethnicity, culture and aspiration in common action to accelerate the economic growth and cultural
developmentin a spirit of equality and friendship to attain the fullness of freedom, peace and prosperity for this
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generation and for posterity.
INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL SITUATION

9. The Foreign Ministers had a full and wide-ranging exchange of views on current international and regional
developments. They pledged to consult closely with a view to reaching a common position on issues of special concern
to ASEAN.

10. The Foreign Ministers noted the profound impact of the end of the Cold War and of East-West confrontation in terms
of new strategic uncertainties and fresh opportunities. They welcomed the emergence of the newly independent states in
Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asia and noted the encouraging reforms being instituted to bring about political
and economic stability in the region.

11. The Foreign Ministers expressed deep concern over the deteriorating situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina and called
forimmediate cessation of hostilities. They urged all parties concerned to extend their full cooperation to the United
Nations and all peace initiatives.

12. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the establishment of the interim government in Afghanistan and expressed the hope
that the on-going process of national reconciliation and reconstruction would contribute positively to the speedy
recovery of Afghanistan and also to the restoration of peace and stability in the region.

13. Pursuant to the decision on one ASEAN Heads of Government at their Fourth Meeting in Singapore on 27-28 January
1992 on enhancing regional political and security cooperation, the Foreign Ministers noted that a Special Meeting of the
ASEAN Senior Officials on Regional Security was held in Manila on 25-26 June 1992 as well as the reconvening of the
Working Group on ZOPFAN and SEANWFZ. They directed the Working Group to complete its work.

14. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the accession by Vietnam and Laos to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in
Southeast Asia and expressed confidence that the Treaty would provide the framework for wider and fruitful regional
cooperation for the entire Southeast Asian region.

15. The Foreign Ministers also approved the applications of Vietham and Laos for Observer status at the ASEAN
Ministerial Meeting, immediately after the submission of their respective instruments of accession to the Treaty of Amity
and Cooperation in Southeast Asia.

16. The Foreign Ministers reiterated the readiness of the ASEAN countries to participate actively in the reconstruction of
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam.

17. The Foreign Ministers expressed the view that any adverse development in the South China Sea directly affects the
peace and security in the region. They emphasized that any territorial or jurisdictional dispute should be resolved by
peaceful means, without resort to force. They urged all parties concerned to exercise self-restraint with a view to create
in a positive climate for the resolution of these disputes. The Foreign Ministers noted that the Workshops on Managing
Potential Conflicts in the South China Sea initiated and hosted by Indonesia had contributed to a better understanding of
the issues involved. They also noted that the informal and unofficial format of the Workshops has enabled open and
frank discussions to take place. The Foreign Ministers commended all parties concerned to apply the principles
incorporated in the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia as the basis for establishing a code of
international conduct over the area. The Foreign Ministers decided to issue a separate Declaration on this matter.

18. The Foreign Ministers maintained that environmental and human rights concerns should not be made as
conditionalities in economic and development cooperation. They noted that basic human rights, while universal in
character, are governed by the distinct culture and history of, and socioeconomic conditions in each country and that
their expression and application in the national context are within the competence and responsibility of each country.

CAMBODIA

19. Cognizant of the initial success of the implementation of the Paris Agreement on the Comprehensive Political
Settlement of the Cambodian Conflict signed on 23 October 1991, the Foreign Ministers viewed with concern the current
difficulties in implementing Phase 11 of the Agreement.

20. In this regard, the Foreign Ministers urged all parties in Cambodia to cooperate fully in the implementation of the
Agreement in order to end the offerings of the people.
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21. The Foreign Ministers reiterated their recognition of the SNC as the sole legitimate body and source of authority in
Cambodia and called on all parties concerned to safeguard the integrity of the SNC, under the leadership of His Royal
Highness Samdech Preah Norodom Sihanouk.

22. The Foreign Ministers also expressed their full support for the United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia
(UNTAC) which is playing a pivotal role in the peace process. They also expressed appreciation to countries which
contributed resources including manpower to the UNTAC to ensure its successful operation.

23. The Foreign Ministers also welcomed the pledges of support by the international community made during the
Ministerial Conference Rehabilitation and Reconstruction of Cambodia held in Tokyo on 22 June 1992, and expressed
the hope that more of such support would be forthcoming.

INDOCHINESE ASYLUM SEEKERS

24. The Foreign Ministers expressed concern that problems still remain in the implementation of the Comprehensive
Plan of Action (CPA) which hinder its accomplishment within the three-year time-frame agreed to at the 1989 International
Conference on Indochinese Refugees in Geneva. They stressed that the problem of "residuals" needs to be addressed
urgently as tens of thousands of "screened-out" asylum seekers still remain in camps in the region. In this connection,
they called for acceleration of the resettlement of refugees in third countries and of the repatriation of non-refugees to
their respective countries of origin.

25. The Foreign Ministers regretted the substantial cut in the budget for CPA activities which hampered their
implementation. They strongly urged the international community to provide the UNHCR with the necessary financial
resources to ensure the implementation of the CPA so that countries of temporary refuge or first asylum would not be left
with any 'residuals’.

MIDDLE EAST

26. The Foreign Ministers reiterated their support for the continuation of the Middle East peace process under the
auspices of the United Nations to address the Palestinian issue and the Arab-Israeli conflictin accordance with UN
Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 and other relevant resolutions. On the situation in Lebanon, the Foreign
Ministers reaffirmed their support for the full implementation of the 1989 Tariff Agreement and the UN Security Council
Resolution 425.

27. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the initiative taken by the United States and the Russian Federation in co-
sponsoring a Regional Peace Conference for direct negotiations on the Palestinian issue and the Arab-Israeli conflict
which constitute the main source of instability and tension in the region.

SOUTH AFRICA

28. The Foreign Ministers expressed grave concern over the continuing violence in South Africa and the breakdown in
the constitutional negotiations. They called for an end to the violence and for the creation of a climate of reconciliation
that would allow for the resumption of talks. They supported the call for the United Nations role in helping in the
establishment of a democratic, non-racial and united South Africa,

THE 10TH NON-ALIGNED SUMMIT

29. The Foreign Ministers expressed their support for the leadership role to be played by Indonesia in hosting the 10th
Conference of the Heads of State/Government of the Non-Aligned Movement to be held in Jakarta from 1-6 September
1992. They expressed the hope that the Summit would serve as an opportunity for the Movement to contribute to the
shaping of a just and equitable new world order.

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ISSUES

30. In reviewing the international economic situation, the Foreign Ministers expressed concern on the decline of world
output, the deceleration of trade growth in 1991, and the uncertain prospects for recovery in 1992. This situation has
adversely affected the growth prospects of developing countries.

They stressed that the role of industrialized countries remains central to the revival of the growth of the world economy.
Therefore, the Foreign Ministers urged these countries to vigorously pursue policies aimed at promoting sustained non-



Annex 132

inflationary world economic growth.

31. The Foreign Ministers emphasized that in the current difficult world economic environment, the need for a successful
Uruguay Round and a strengthened multilateral trading system was now more urgent to both developing and developed
countries. Failure of the Round could only further restrict economic growth opportunities, encourage protectionist policies
and seriously weaken the multilateral trading system. Therefore, the Foreign Ministers strongly urged the major players
to demonstrate their political will and take positive steps to ensure without further delay a balanced, meaningful and
satisfactory conclusion of the Uruguay Round.

32. The Foreign Ministers expressed dismay over he failure to conclude the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade
Negotiations owing to the stalemate n agriculture between major players. They expressed disappointment that the G-7
Summit in Munich failed to produce any progress for the Round.

33. The Foreign Ministers reaffirmed their view that large and powerful economic groupings among developed countries
must strengthen an open international economic regime, in particular, an open multilateral trading system. The Ministers
expressed heir resolve to exert all efforts to promote an open international trading system.

34. Noting the competing demands for capital and investment resources, the Foreign Ministers underscored the need to
increase global savings required for structural adjustments and reconstruction efforts, with a view to revitalizing world
economic growth.

35. On the external debt crisis, the Foreign Ministers welcomed the progress made recently in the implementation of the
debt relief approaches. They reiterated the need for a coordinated tripartite approach involving debtors, creditor
countries and financial institutions to take steps to alleviate the debt burden of developing countries, far beyond the
scope of the current terms and to allow for recovery, growth and development in the countries concerned. In this
connection, the Foreign Ministers endorsed the idea of a major write-off of debts by official donors and commercial
banks as well as by multilateral institutions.

36. The Foreign Ministers reiterated that environment and development are mutually interrelated and mutually reinforcing.
The right to development is a fundamental right of all peoples and measures for the protection of the environment should
support economic growth and sustainable development. The Foreign Ministers reaffirmed that ASEAN should strengthen
joint actions in countering the anti-tropical timber campaigns in the major developed countries.

37. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the convening of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
held in Rio de Janeiro on 3-14 June 1992 and viewed the Earth Summit not as an end in itself but as a new beginning for
a global partnership in attaining sustainable developmentin both developed and developing countries. In this context, it
is imperative that the developed countries and the multilateral financial institutions implement their commitments made in
Rio by granting new and additional financial resources and environmentally-sound technologies to the developing
countries.

38. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the declaration of the UN Security Council of 31 January 1992 which recognized
"that peace and prosperity are indivisible and that lasting peace and stability require effective international cooperation
for the eradication of poverty and the promotion of a better life for all in larger freedom". The Foreign Ministers also
reiterated their commitment to the new partnership for development forged at UNTAC Vill in Cartagena de Indias,
Colombia. In this partnership, developed and developing countries committed themselves to engage in continuous and
constructive dialogue to achieve a more efficient and more equitable world economy.

39. The Foreign Ministers reiterated their view that the emerging global economic order must provide for more equal
economic opportunities for all nations. Noting that aggregate net flows to the developing countries in 1991 have declined
in real terms, they urged the international community to intensify efforts to provide substantial development finance to
complement domestic resources to improve developing countries' prospects for sustaining growth-oriented adjustment
and poverty alleviation. They also called upon the industrialized countries and the multilateral financial institutions to
intensify their efforts to promote foreign direct investment in developing countries. Finally, the Foreign Ministers
underscored the importance of a more favorable external environment for the growth and development of developing
countries and urged the industrialized countries to establish a genuinely open multilateral trading system.

IMPLEMENTATION OF FOURTH ASEAN SUMMIT DECISIONS

40. The Foreign Ministers affirmed ASEAN's commitment to the decision of the 4th Meeting of the ASEAN Heads of
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Government in Singapore on 27-28 January 1992 to establish an ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA) within 15 years. The
Foreign Ministers expressed satisfaction with the progress made towards the implementation of the Agreement on the
Common Effective Preferential Tariff (CEPT) Scheme for the ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA). This Agreement, together
with the Framework Agreement on Enhancing Economic Cooperation, is a significant step forward for ASEAN and firmly
sets economic cooperation as the major item on the ASEAN agenda.

41. The Foreign Ministers signed the Protocol Amending the Agreement on the Establishment of the ASEAN Secretariat
to streamline and strengthen the ASEAN Secretariat. The enhanced status and enlarged mandate of the new ASEAN
Secretary-General and the increase in the number of staff in the ASEAN Secretariat recruited on an open basis, will
enable the ASEAN Secretariat to play a greater role in promoting ASEAN cooperation.

SELECTION OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF ASEAN

42. The Foreign Ministers agreed to recommend to the ASEAN Heads of Government the appointment of His Excellency
Dato Ajit Singh as Secretary-General of ASEAN effective 1 January 1993.

43. The Foreign Ministers also expressed their profound appreciation to the outgoing Secretary-General of the ASEAN
Secretariat, His Excellency Mr. Rusli Noor for his dedicated services and invaluable contributions to ASEAN.

INTRA-ASEAN COOPERATION
44. The Foreign Ministers noted with satisfaction the progress of activities in several areas of intra- ASEAN cooperation.

45. In the area of information, the Foreign Ministers welcomed the decision of the Second Conference of ASEAN
Ministers Responsible for Information held in Kuala Lumpur on 1-2 August 1991 to create a greater awareness of ASEAN
in the region and to projectits image more effectively internationally. They fully concurred on the need for a more
balanced flow of information.

46. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the results of the Thirteenth Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers of Agriculture and
Forestry held in Chiang Rai on 31 October-2 November 1991 which identified the areas where ASEAN cooperation in
agriculture, food and forestry in the 1990s would be further strengthened, especially the joint promotion of ASEAN
agricultural products. They also welcomed the decisions of the Fourth Meeting of ASEAN Ministers of Health held in
Jakarta on 4-5 December 1991 to exchange health information in ASEAN with emphasis on AIDS and environmental
health.

47. The Foreign Ministers fully endorsed the Singapore Resolution on Environment and Development adopted by the
Fifth Conference of ASEAN Ministers Responsible for Environment held in Singapore on 17-18 February 1992 which sets
the directions for ASEAN to enhance its on-going and future cooperation on environment and development.

48. In view of the increasingly strong competition to aftract foreign investment by the developed as well as the
developing countries, the Foreign Ministers agreed to encourage their respective officials responsible for investment
promotion to conduct regular consultations with a view to increasing inflows of foreign investments to ASEAN countries.

COOPERATION WITH DIALOGUE COUNTRIES AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

49. The Foreign Ministers endorsed the recommendations of the Fourth Meeting of the 25th ASEAN Standing Committee
to implement the decision of the Fourth ASEAN Summit to strengthen ASEAN's cooperative relationships with its Dialogue
Partners. While these cooperative relationships have made significant progress, the Foreign Ministers supported the
thrust of the recommendations that ASEAN should strengthen the existing dialogue mechanisms and develop new ones
where necessary or the enhancement of economic relations with the dialogue Countries especially ASEAN's major
economic partners. They also noted with appreciation he active role now being played by the private sector the
dialogue process.

ASIA - PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERATION APEC

50. The Foreign Ministers noted that the Second Senior Officials Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation held
in Bangkok on 22-24 June 1992 adopted recommendations on the nature and structure of the APEC support mechanism
and the funding arrangements which will be considered at the Fourth APEC Ministerial Meeting in Bangkok on 10-11
September 1992. They noted that the establishment of a support mechanism would mark a new phase in he
organizational evolution of the APEC process.
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EAST ASIA ECONOMIC CAUCUS (EAEC)

51. The Foreign Ministers, having considered the outcome of the JCM held on 19 July 1992 in Manila, in accordance with
the decision of the Fourth ASEAN Summit, decided to request the Secretary- General of the ASEAN Secretariat, as
Chairman of the JCM, to study an appropriate modality that would complete the elaboration of the concept of EAEC with
a view to accomplishing its realization taking into account the ideas presented at the Meeting as well as earlier
discussions held on the matter.

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF ASEAN

52. The Foreign Ministers noted with satisfaction the various programs and activities that have been and-will be
undertaken to commemorate the 25th year of ASEAN. They also encouraged the implementation of such activities by
ASEAN Committees in Third countries for the rest of the year.

26TH AMM
53. The Foreign Ministers agreed that the 26th AMM could be held in Singapore in July 1993.

54. The delegations of Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand expressed their sincere and
deep appreciation to the government and people of the Republic of the Philippines for the warm and generous
hospitality and excellent facilities and arrangements made for the meeting.

55. The Meeting was held in the traditional spirit of ASEAN friendship and solidarity.
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Joint Communique of The 29th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting (AMM)
Jakarta, 20-21 July 1996

1. The Twenty-Ninth ASEAN Ministerial Meeting was hold In Jakarta from 20 to 21 July 1996.
FIFTH ASEAN SUMMIT

2. The Foreign Ministers underlined the significant achievements of the Fifth ASEAN Summit held in Bangkok from 14 - 15
December 1995, As part of Summit's agenda, the ASEAN Leaders held a meeting with the Leaders of Cambodia, Laos
and Myanmar, pursuant to the Summit's theme 'ASEAN towards One SoutheastAsia". All ten Leaders signed the Treaty
on Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone and agreed to launch a now Pattern of regional development
cooperation involving the development of the Mekong Basin, the establishment of a rail link running from Singapore
through Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok and on to Kunming and a network of 91, pipelines linking the ASEAN Countries. The
Summit elevated functional cooperation to a higher plane and called for the further strengthening of the ASEAN identity,
spirit and sense of community. Focusing on the theme "Greater Economic Integration" the Summit resulted in the
acceleration and deepening of the commitments under AFTA, expansion of ASEAN economic cooperation in new
Sectors, as well as increased linkages with other countries in Southeast Asia. The Foreign Ministers looked forward to
the convening of the Informal Meeting of the ASEAN Heads of Government to be hold in Indonesia in December 1996 as
agreed upon in the Fifth Summit.

3. The Foreign Ministers accepted the formal applications of Cambodia and Laos to become members of ASEAN In
1997; they also granted Observer status of ASEAN to Myanmar; thereby, the vision of ASEAN's founders of all ten
Southeast Asian countries living in harmony under a single root come closer to realization. In this connection, the
Ministers reiterated their continued determination to enhance cooperation with Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar to assist
them in preparing for their eventual membership in ASEAN.

POLITICAL AND SECURITY COOPERATION

4. The Foreign Ministers noted the increasingly important role of ASEAN in the maintenance of peace, stability and
prosperity in the Asia and Pacific region. In this regard, they reaffirmed their commitment to working closely with others,
particularly with ASEAN's Dialogue Partners and Observers.

5. The Foreign Ministers welcomed China, India and Russia as the new Dialogue Partners of ASEAN. The Ministers
looked forward to the broadening of the scope and intensity of cooperation between ASEAN and lIts three new dialogue
partners.

6. In reviewing the development of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), the Ministers expressed satisfaction with the
progress made thus far through Track One as well as Track Two activities, in promoting confidence-building measures
among its participants. They also took cognizance of the increasing degree of comfort in the interactions among the
ARF participants, demonstrating that ARF is Chairman's Paper on Criteria for Participation in the ARF would reinforce the
foundation of the ARF process. Conscious of the increasingly significant role of the ARF in the maintenance of peace and
stability in the region, the Ministers reiterated that ASEAN should continue to be the driving force of this forum.

7. The Foreign Ministers noted with satisfaction the closer cooperative relations between ASEAN and non-governmental
bodies such as the ASEAN Institutes of Strategic and International Studies (ASEAN-ISIS) and the Council for Security and
Cooperation in the Asia Pacific (CSCAP). They also noted that these bodies had continued to provide ASEAN with useful
ideas and proposals with regard to political and security cooperation in the region.

8. The Foreign Ministers noted with satisfaction the progress made in the Implementation of ASEAN's "Programme of
Action on ZOPFAN. In this regard, the Foreign Ministers cited the signing of the SEANWFZ Treaty by all Heads of
Government of Southeast Asian countries on 15 December 1995 as another contribution of the countries of Southeast
Asia to the strengthening of the security of the region and to the maintenance of world peace and stability. In this
connection they stressed the importance of expediting the process of ratification of the Treaty by the signatory states so
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that it will be completed, if possible, before the Informal ASEAN Summitin Indonesia In December 1996. For the
effectiveness of the Treaty, they reiterated their call on all nuclear weapons states to extend their cooperation by
acceding to the Protocol of the Treaty. They agreed that the review process of the Protocol as agreed by the Fifth
Meeting of the ASEAN Summit should commence Immediately, They also agreed to consider tabling a draft resolution
on the SEANWFZ Treaty in the United Nations General Assembly at an appropriate time.

9. Aware of the increasing interest of non-Southeast Asian states to associate themselves with the Treaty of Amity and
Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC), the Foreign Ministers agreed to expedite the work on the appropriate modality for
association.

10. The Foreign Ministers had a wide-ranging exchange of views on the current regional and International situations.
They noted that the political and security situation In the Asia Pacific region was relatively stable and peaceful. They
expressed their belief that the relative peace and stability in the region could be largely attributed to the endeavours of
ASEAN to cultivate the habits of dialogue, consensus and cooperation among the countries in the region and to
encourage the solution of disputes through negotiations and other peaceful means. However, they acknowledged that
tensions exist In the region as well as in other parts of the world In the face of longstanding disputes which, if not
successfully managed, could eruptinto conflicts that could threaten regional as well as international stability.

11. The Foreign Ministers expressed their concern over the situation in the South China Sea, and stressed that several
outstanding Issues remain a major concern for ASEAN. In the spirit of the Manila Declaration on the South China Sell, the
Ministers called for the peaceful resolution of the dispute and self-restraint by parties concerned. The Ministers were
pleased to observe, however, that the parties concerned have expressed their willingness to resolve the problem by
peaceful means In accordance with recognized international law in general and the UNCLOS of 1982 in particular. The
Ministers also reiterated the significance of the on-going informal workshop series on Managing Potential Conflict in the
South China See, and welcomed the continuing bilateral cooperation and discussions among the claimant countries.
They endorsed the Idea of concluding a regional code of conduct in the South China Sea which will lay the foundation
for lone term stability in the area and foster understanding among claimant countries.

12. The Foreign Ministers stressed the Importance of freedom of navigation and aviation in the South China Sea.

13. The Foreign Ministers discussed the Situation in the Korean Peninsula. They reiterated their belief that the resumption
of dialogue between the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the Republic of Korea was extremely Important for
peace and security on the Korean Peninsula. The Ministers emphasized the need to establish a peace mechanism and
also emphasised that the 1953 Armistice Agreement until then should remain valid, They noted the significant role of
Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organisation (KEDO) in the framework of the resolution of the nuclear issue in
the region.

14. The Foreign Ministers on the one hand welcomed the progress achieved in the Middle East peace process since
August last year,in particular in the implementation of the PLO-Israeli Declaration of Principles on Interim Self
Government Arrangement of 1993 as well as the Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip of 28 September 1995, the first Palestinian elections on 20 January 1996 and the beginning of the final status
negotiations between the Palestinians and the Israelis in Taba In May | 996, On the other hand, the Ministers viewed with
concern the current critical phase of the Middle East peace process following the recent general elections in Israel. In
this regard, they stressed the importance of continuing the peace process to restore the rights of the Palestinians, the
return of the occupied Arab territories, as well as ensuring balanced and equal security in the region, consistent with the
principles agreed upon at the Madrid Conference of 1991, particularly the reciprocal principle of land-for-peace, and the
assurance given to all parties.

15. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the Dayton Peace Accord and the signing, on 14 December 1995 at the Paris
Peace Conference, of the General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia-Herzegovina by the Republic of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the other parties thereto. In this
regard, they also welcomed the International "train and equip" programme for the Army of the Federation of Bosnia-
Harzegovina in order to establish a military balance In the country and ensure enduring peace and stability in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, The Ministers recognized the challenges attendant to the implementation of the Agreement and in this
regard underlined the importance of full compliance by the parties concerned with the provisions of the Agreement. They
emphasized the need for the parties and all States to cooperate with the International Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
and its organs In the discharge Of their mandate. In this regard, the Ministers supported the International call for the
arrest of those who have been indicted for war crimes, and their rernoval from Bosnia-Herzegovina as an Important
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condition for the full implementation of the Dayton Peace Accord. The Ministers also stressed the importance of the
creation of conditions necessary to the reconstruction and development of Bosnia-Herzegovina and the support of the
international community in this regard. They paid tribute to the women and men of UNPROFOR and IFOR for their
services to the cause of peace in the former Yugoslavia.

16. The Foreign Ministers were encouraged by the successful outcome of the Eleventh Conference of Heads of State or
Government of the Non-Aligned Countries In Cartagena hold on 18-20 October 1995. They reaffirmed their conviction
that the fundamental principles of the Non-Aligned Movement continue to be valid under current circumstances. They
emphasized, in particular, the commitment adopted by the Movement to work towards cooperation and and a sense of
full partnership In the International field, for the promotion of peace and and economic development, In this regard, they
commanded the constructive approaches by the Movement to promote Its objectives through dialogue on the basis of
mutual interest and benefit, genuine interdependence and shared responsibility.

17. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the establishment of the UN Trust Fund for South-South Cooperation and urged
donor countries to land their full support for such a fund. In this context, they emphasized the importance of the speedy
Implementation of the decision by the Non-Aligned Summit In Cartagena on 18-20 October 1995 to establish the NAM
Centre for South-South Technical Cooperation in Indonesia and recognized that its activities would complement those of
the UN Trust Fund for South-South Cooperation. The Ministers reiterated the vital role of collective self-rellance for
promoting and accelerating development in a world economy undergoing fundamental change.

18. The Foreign Ministers emphasized the importance of full and effective implementation of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) in promoting International peace and security. Bearing in mind the objective of general and
complete disarmament as set out In the Treaty, the Foreign Ministers while noting the outcome of the 1995 Review and
Extension Conference of the Parties to the NPT, stressed the need for all State Parties to strive to achieve the objectives
set out in the Final Document of that Conference. In this regard, the Foreign Ministers called on the nuclear weapons
states to refrain from conducting nuclear weapons tests and the Conference on Disarrnament to conclude the negotiation
on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty in 1996. The Foreign Ministers emphasized further the importance of convening
the Fourth United Nations Special Session Devoted to Disarmament before the turn of the century to set the future course
of actions in the field of disarmament and related security matters. The Foreign Ministers expressed the hope for the
conclusion of the International Convention on the Prohibition of Use and Threat of Use of Nuclear Weapons and the
International Convention Against the Production and Stockpiling of Fissile Materials. In this context, they emphasized the
importance of multilaterallism in the process of disarmament and the historical significance of the Final Document of
SSOD 1, including the principles, guidelines and priorities envisaged thorein, as well as the need to preserve and build
upon its achievements.

19. The Foreign Ministers reiterated the importance of reforming and restructuring the United Nations including the
Security Council so as to democratize its workings and to strengthen its effectiveness. In this context, they reaffirmed the
role of the General Assembly as the highest deliberative and decision-making organ of the UN system, stressed the
importance of the work of various open- ended working groups to enhance the effectiveness of the Organization,
including the Open-ended Working Group on the Question of Equitable Representation on and increase in the
Membership of the Security Council and Other Matters Related to the Security Council and the Open-ended Working
Group on the Strengthening of the United Nations System. They welcomed the significant measures that have bean
adopted to revitalize the General Assembly, including the decision to continue using existing mechanisms and
establishing new bodies as deemed necessary and affirmed that these measures should be fully Implemented.
Furthermore they underlined the need to establish more effective relations between the General Assembly and the
Security Council on the basis of greater accountability by the Council to the General Assembly. They also attached the
highest priority to reforming the UN in the economic, social and related fields in order to effectively meet the challenges
and development priorities of developing countries in this area of globalisation.

20. The Foreign Ministers expressed their satisfaction over the significant contribution made by the countries of origin,
the countries of first asylum, and the countries of resettlement toward the conclusion of the CPA on 30 June 1996. They
noted, however, the fact that there are still sizable numbers of remaining boat people in some first asylum countries who
have not been repatriated or resettled, thus requiring further common efforts and cooperation for their immediate
repatriation. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the continued coordination between the first asylum countries and
countries of origin as well as relevant International organizations and donor countries in completing the repatriation of the
remaining non-refugees from the first asylum camps in the region and their reintegration in the countries of origin.

ECONOMIC COOPERATION
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Progress on AFTA and other related issues

21. The Foreign Ministers were pleased to note the rapid increase of 21% in Intra- ASEAN exports of CEPT products in
1995, that is from US$ 49.1 billion in 1994 to US$ 59.3 billion in 1995. The Ministers also noted with satisfaction the
progress made on the decision of the 5th ASEAN Summit in Bangkok to accelerate the CEPT-AFTA whereby tariffs of
items in the CEPT Inclusion List will be reduced to the 0 - 5 % range by the year 2000, thus enabling ASEAN to achieve
the AFTA even before the target date of 2003. The Foreign Ministers noted that for new members, the schedule for the
Implementation of CEPT for AFRA will be carried outin accordance with the agreement and commitment between ASEAN
and new members.

22. The Foreign Ministers noted with satisfaction the substantial progress made in the negotiations to liberalise trade in
unprocessed agricultural products and welcomed the decision to phase-in these products Into the CEPT Scheme by the
year 2010. The Ministers encouraged Member Countries to intensify their efforts to realise this decision.

23. The Foreign Ministers called for continued efforts to reduce the impediments to trade and investment in ASEAN. The
Ministers were pleased to note that customs surcharges affecting Identified CEPT products will be removed by 1996 and
called upon Member Countries to intensify their efforts to eliminate Non-Tariff Barriers. The Ministers also noted with
satisfaction the rapid developments made in customs cooperation to support AFTA especially the establishment of the
Green Lane system for CEPT products which shall expedite the customs clearance for these products. The Ministers
welcomed the decision for ASEAN to come up with an Agreement on Customs which will enhance regional cooperation
in customs. They expressed optimism that trade facilitation measures under AFTA as provided in the Agreement
particularly the harmonization of tariff nomenclature, Customs procedures and customs valuation would be fully
implemented.

24. The Foreign Ministers called for the active participation of the private sector in ASEAN economic cooperation
programmes and activities and to take advantage of the business opportunities arising therefrom. They encouraged the
private sector to come up with specific proposals especially those pertaining to trade facilitation measures, SME
development programmes, industry-specific projects and promotion-oriented activities.

25. The Foreign Ministers noted the progress made in the areas of food, Agriculture, Forestry, Energy, Transport and
Tourism. They supported the recommendations of the ASEAN Tourism Ministers that further measures be taken to
facilitate travel in ASEAN countries. In this respect, the Ministers noted that some member countries have established the
special lanes for ASEAN nationals. The Ministers welcomed the decision of the 15th AMAF to continue to focus on
cooperative endeavoure in the seven priority areas identified in the Ministerial Understanding on ASEAN Cooperation In
Food, Agriculture and Forestry. The Ministers also noted that the private sector is now more involved in cooperative
efforts and activities with the signing of the MOU on ASEAN Cooperation and Joint Approaches in Agriculture and Forest
Products Prormtion Scheme by the AMAF in 1994. They expressed their support of the decision of the AEM to accelerate
the negotiations in Services to enable ASEAN Member Countries to come up with initial commitments by September
1996.

26. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the signing of the Basic Agreement on ASEAN Industrial Cooperation ( AICO) which
broadens the scope of Industrial cooperation In ASEAN. They expressed confidence that this new Scheme will
encourage more Industrial cooperation projects and further enhance the attractiveness of ASEAN as an investment site.

Facilitatlon of Goods In Transit

27. The Foreign Ministers shared the view that the implementation of AFTA has made much progress. They believed
however that others related efforts should be undertaken by member countries to promote trade and the free movement
of goods in the region. They therefore agreed to recommend to the ASEAN Heads of Government that appropriate
ASEAN bodies consider additional measures for facilitation of goods in transit.

AFTA-CER Linkages

28. The Foreign Ministers noted with satisfaction the progress made in the establishment of trade and investment
linkages between AFTA and countries of the Australia-New Zealand Closer Economic Relations Trade Agreement
(ANZCERTA) and encouraged the establishment of such linkages with other regional groupings and trading
arrangements.

WTO Ministerial Conference
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29. The Foreign Ministers were pleased to note that the inaugral World Trade Organisation Ministerial Conference (MC)
would be held in Singapore in December this year. The Foreign Ministers recognisod the importance of the Singapore
MC and reaffirmed their commitment to ensuring a substantial outcome at the MC.

30. The Foreign Ministers endorsed the position taken by the AEM regarding the framework of ASEAN's approach
towards the agenda of the inaugural WTO MC in Singapore. The Foreign Ministers agreed that the Singapore MC
should critically review the implementation of UR Agreements and seek a Ministerial mandate to start the preparatory
work on the built-in agenda, including agriculture. The Foreign Ministers resolved that ASEAN Members should actively
work towards a successful conclusion of the negotiations on basic telecommunications and maritime transport services
and that other WTO Countries should be urged to also exert themselves with a view to achieving that end. The Foreign
Ministers reiterated that ASEAN should oppose any attempt to include issues which were not trade-related, such as
corruption and social clause, at the Singapore MC. The Ministers noted that other Issues, such as competition policy,
may not be mature enough for inclusion at the MC. The Foreign Ministers also endorsed the AEM's position to oppose
the inclusion of the Multilateral Agreement on Investment, as it stands, into the agenda of the Singapore MC.

East Asia Economic Caucus (EAEC)

31. The Ministers reiterated their commitment toward the early realisation of the East Asia Economic Caucus (EAEC)
which will intensify economic cooperation that is mutually beneficial to its members. In this regard they were happy to
note the increasing acceptance of the concept and the rationale for the establishment of such a caucus among the
countries of the region.

Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)

32. The Foreign Ministers noted that in implementing Part One of the Osaka Action Agenda, the SOM chair will furnish a
report on the overall progress of collective actions and IAP preparations to the APEC Ministers In charge of trade et the
Christchurch meeting which was held In July 1996. These Action Plans will be formulated in accordance with the general
principles and framework of the Action Agenda so as to realize APEC's long term goal of free and open trade and
investment In the region.

33. The Foreign Ministars noted that all 18 member economies of APEC have submitted their indicative Individual Action
Plans (IAPS) during the APEC Senior Officials Meeting (SOM II) in Cebu City last May. The 1APs will be further refined in
the coming months for submission to Ministers. These 1APs together with the report on Collective Actions will be
integrated into the Manlta Action Plans for APEC (MAPA 196), the document to be adopted by the APEC Ministerial
Meeting in November. The Foreign Ministers noted that APEC devoted attention to part Two of the Osaka Action Agenda
pertaining to the economic and technology cooperation (EcoTech), with the view to providing greater coherence and
sharper focus to the activities of the Working Groups. They also noted the successful inaugural meeting of the APEC
Business Advisory Council (ABAC) In Manila, which further enhanced private sector participation in the APEC process.
The Foreign Ministers welcomed the convening of the APEC Business Forum (ABF) on the occasion of the APEC
meetings in November 1996 as a way of highlighting and making more effective the role of the private sector In the APEC
process.

34. The ASEAN Foreign Ministers expressed full support for Vietham's request for admission into APEC when the
moratorium on now membership in APEC is lifted.

ASEAN COMMON TIME ZONE

35. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the initiative of the ASEAN Economic Ministers to establish a working group to
discuss the merits of the proposal of having an ASEAN Common Time Zone. The Foreign Ministers noted that while
Indonesia, Thailand and Vietham have GMT plus 7 hours, the other countries, Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia, Singapore
and Philippines have GMT plus 8 hours.

FUNCTION COOPERATION

36. Pursuant to the decision of the Fifth ASEAN Summit to elevate function cooperation to a higher plane to bring shared
prosperity to all members of ASEAN, the Foreign Ministers adopted the Framework for Elevating Functional Cooperation
to a Higher Plane, The Framework consists of the theme "shared prosperity through human development, technological
competitiveness and social cohesiveness" and six measures to guide regional cooperation In science and technology,
environment, culture and information, social development, and drugs and narcotics control. The Ministers reiterated the



Annex 133

need to encourage the effective participation of woman and youth in all levels of development.

37. The Foreign Ministers reiterated the importance of human resources development and of further strengthening the
ASEAN identity and raising ASEAN awareness towards the realisation of a caring, cohesive and technologically
advanced ASEAN community, In this regard, they welcomed the establishment of the ASEAN University Network by the
ASEAN Ministers Responsible for Higher Education, the initiative of the ASEAN Labour Ministers to study the feasibility of
establishing an ASEAN Regional Human Resources Development Planning Centre, and the decision of the ASEAN
Ministers Responsible for Information to further develop and expand the ASEANWEB and to explore the possibility of
establishing an ASEAN Satellite Channel which would enable ASEAN to presentits views and culture more effectively to
the world,

38. The Foreign Ministers emphasized the need to strengthen the family as a foundation for a strong caring and
cohesive society. They expressed their support for the efforts of the ASEAN Ministers Responsible for Social Welfare to
establish an ASEAN Regional Mechanism for Family and Child Development.

39. The Foreign Ministers expressed serious concern as underlined by the ASEAN Labour Ministers that attempts to link
international labour standards and international trade would undermine the economic growth of developing countries
which In turn would affect the economy of developed nations. They reiterated the view that the issue of international
labour standards should be discussed in the ILO and not in other non-labour related fora, The Ministers supported the
decision to urge the ILO to review the International labour conventions including the so-called fundamental workers'
rights conventions.

40. The Foreign Ministers noted with satisfaction the completion of the Medium Term Programme on ASEAN Science

and Technology Development (1996- 2000), the Medium Term Programme on ASEAN Drug Abuse Control (1996- 1998)
and the ASEAN Regional Programme on HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control (1995- 2000) which further elaborated the
respective Action Plans. They supported the vigorous Implementation of these programmes to help achieve the goals of
a technologically competitive ASEAN, and a drug-free and healthy ASEAN.

41. The Foreign Ministers recognized the need to raise the public profile of ASEAN's activities In the scientific,
environmental, narcotics control, social and cultural fields through wider publicity and agreed that valuable contributions
of individuals and organizations in these areas should be properly recognized with prestigious ASEAN awards and
prizes.

42. The Foreign Ministers called for greater coordination among the various sectors involved in functional cooperation
and agreed to strengthen the capability and resources of the ASEAN Secretariatin this area, They stressed the need to
explore various funding modalities, including cost-sharing schemes, to ensure the effective and timely implementation of
priority functional cooperation programmes.

43. The Foreign Ministers noted the progress made In the setting up of ASEAN Resource Centres In the different areas in
ASEAN Member Countries In accordance with the decision of the 8th ASEAN Conference on Civil Service Matters.

Transnational Issues

44. The Foreign Ministers recognized the need to focus attention on such issues as narcotics, economic crimes,
including money laundering, environment and illegal migration which transcend borders arid affect the lives of the
people In the region. They shared the view that the management of such transnational Issues is urgently called for so
that they would not affect the long-term viability ASEAN and its individual member nations. The Ministers therefore
agreed that all the works and projects of the existing ASEAN bodies in these areas should be urgently reviewed and
recommendations be submitted to the ASEAN Heads of Government for consideration.

ASEANWEB

45. The Foreign Ministers appreciated the Initiative taken by the ASEAN Secretariat to launch the ASEANWEB on the
Internet, The Ministers noted that the ASEANWEB had expanded to cover more ASEAN activities and that It had also
established links to web sites in Member Countries. The Ministers encouraged all ASEAN countries to develop the
ASEANWERB into an effective and useful channel of communication on all aspects of ASEAN and its activities and to
make full use of it to project ASEAN more effectively.

Celebrations for ASEAN'S 30th Anniversary
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46. Recognizing that the 30th At Anniversary of ASEAN falls next year, the Foreign Ministers called on each Member
Country to plan and organism year-long activities beginning 8 August 1997, The Ministers also called on the ASC to
coordinate these activities at the national and regional levels with the participation of all the ASEAN committees and
bodies.

EXTERNAL RELATIONS
Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM)

47. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the inaugural Asia-Europe Meeting held in Bangkok on 1-2 March 1996 which
successfully launched a New Asia Europe Partnership for Greater Growth. The historic Meeting, attended by the Heads
of State and Government from ten Asian countries, consisting of seven ASEAN Member Countries, Japan, Republic of
Korea and China, end fifteen European nations and the President of the European Commission, ushered in a new era in
relations between Asia and Europe by reinforcing political dialogue at the highest level and strengthening economic
links and cooperation In other areas between the two regions. The Ministers agreed to work closely to ensure that
ASEAN continues to play a central role in the evolution of ASEM and the implementation Of follow-up actions agreed to
by ASEM. The Ministers noted that the Second and Third ASEM will be held respectively in the United Kingdom In 1998
and in the Republic of Korea in the year 2000.

Cooperation with Dialogue Partners

48. The Foreign Ministers noted that the Dialogue process has continued to be the mostimportant aspect of ASEAN's

external relations. It has provided ASEAN with opportunities to promote its common interests and engage in dialogues
on both regional and global issues with some of the most Important countries In the world. The Ministers expressed the
hope that the achievements In this area could be sustained through increased consultations and mutual understanding.

49. The Foreign Ministers noted, in particular, that regular consultations with Dialogue Partners have facilitated greater
cooperation In various areas. The Ministers called upon the Dialogue Partners to remain committed to the promotion of
trade, Investment, technology transfer and market access for ASEAN products. The Ministers continued to place
importance on development cooperation and expressed appreciation for the continued support by the Dialogue
Partners In the Implementation of various development projects, They expressed ASEAN's readiness to work with
Dialogue Partners in a trilateral approach to promote development cooperation with CLM countries,

50. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the Initiative of H.E. President Kim Young Sam of the Republic of Korea which led to
the establishment of an ASEAN- Republic: of Korea Eminent Persons Group and expressed the hope that the Group's
report would contribute to a more dynamic ASEAN-Republic of Korea relations for the 21 at Century, The Foreign
Ministers took note with appreciation the ASEAN- EU EPG Report.

ASEAN-Mekong Basin Development Cooperation

51. The Ministers noted the Record of the Ministerial Meeting on ASEAN- Mekong Basin Development Cooperation held
in Kuala Lumpur In June 1996 and expressed their satisfaction on the progress achieved towards implementing the Fifth
ASEAN Summit decision on ASEAN cooperation in the economic development of the Mekong Basin.

52. The Ministers endorsed the basic framework for the ASEAN-Mekong Basin Development Cooperation as adopted
by the Kuala Lumpur meeting. They also reiterated the decision in Kuala Lumpur to open the participation in the
cooperation[on to countries, other than the core group, which are currently engaged in development cooperation on a
bilateral or multilateral basis In the Mekong Basin or have expressed Interest in the ASEAN Mekong Basin Development
Cooperation and to international and regional institutions which are Interested or engaged In assisting development of
the area.

53. They recognised the need for ASEAN countries to establish appropriate modalities for funding the cooperation and
noted the agreement to establish, under the Chairmanship of Thailand, an ASEAN and Non-ASEAN Riparian States
Experts Group to study the issue further and any other relevant matter connected with the mobilizing of funds and to
establish, under the Chairmanship of Malaysia, a Special ASEAN and Non-ASEAN Working Group to study all the
issues on the proposed railway links between Singapore and Kunming.

54. The Ministers also supported the decision of the Kuala Lumpur meeting reconvene an annual meeting of Ministers
which would be hold back-to- back with the Joint Ministerial Meeting of the ASEAN Foreign and Economic Ministers prior
to the ASEAN Summit Meeting and that Special Meetings of Ministers could be held, as and when necessary, and to
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establish a Steering Committee for the ASEAN-Mekong Basin Development Cooperation,

Sectoral Dialogue Relations and Links With Regional Organizations

55. On ASEAN-Pakistan relations, the Ministers noted the move by the ASEAN-CCI to Initiate the formation of the ASEAN-
Pakistan, Business Council and called for the further strengthening of the sectoral dialogue relations. The Ministers
called for continuing efforts to develop linkages and cooperation with other regional organizations mindful of the, limited

resources arid means available.
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Association of Southeast Asian Nations, Hanoi Plan of Action (15 Dec. 1998)
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1998 HA NOI PLAN OF ACTION

INTRODUCTION

The Second ASEAN Informal Summit, held in Kuala Lumpur on 15 December 1997,
adopted the ASEAN Vision 2020 which sets out a broad vision for ASEAN in the year
2020: an ASEAN as a concert of Southeast Asian Nations, outward looking, living in
peace, stability and prosperity, bonded together in partnership in dynamic development
and in a community of caring societies.

In order to implement the long-term vision, action plans are being drawn up to realise
this Vision. The Ha noi Plan of Action (HPA) is the first in a series of plans of action
building up to the realisation of the goals of the Vision.

The HPA has a six-year timeframe covering the period from 1999 to 2004. The progress
of its implementation shall be reviewed every three years to coincide with the ASEAN
Summit Meetings.

In recognition of the need to address the current economic situation in the region,
ASEAN shall implement initiatives to hasten economic recovery and address the social
impact of the global economic and financial crisis. These measures reaffirm ASEAN
commitments to closer regional integration and are directed at consolidating and
strengthening the economic fundamentals of the Member Countries.

. STRENGTHEN MACROECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL
COOPERATION

To restore confidence, regenerate economic growth and promote regional financial
stability through maintaining sound macroeconomic and financial policies as well as
strengthening financial system and capital markets enhanced by closer consultations, so
as to avoid future disturbances.

1.1 Maintain regional macroeconomic and financial stability.
1.1.1 Strengthen the ASEAN Surveillance Process; and
1.1.2 Structure orderly capital account liberalisation.

1.2 Strengthen financial systems.

1.2.1  Adopt and implement sound international financial practices and
standards, where appropriate by 2003;

1.2.2 Coordinate supervision and efforts to strengthen financial systems;

1.2.3 Develop deep and liquid financial markets to enable governments and
private firms to raise long-term financing in local currency, thereby reducing the
over dependence on bank finance and limiting the risks of financial crisis;

1.2.4 Adopt and implement existing standards of disclosure and dissemination of
economic and financial information; and
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VIl. STRENGTHEN REGIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY

7.1 Consolidate and strengthen ASEAN'’s solidarity, cohesiveness and harmony by
strengthening national and regional resilience through enhanced cooperation and mutual
assistance to further promote Southeast Asia as a Zone of Peace, Freedom and
Neutrality.

7.2. Promote coherent and comprehensive programmes of bilateral and regional
cooperation and technical assistance to ASEAN member states to strengthen their
integration into the community of Southeast Asian nations.

7.3 Ratify the Second Protocol of the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast
Asia (TAC) as soon as possible.

7.4 Encourage and facilitate the accession by ASEAN'’s Dialogue Partners and other
interested countries to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation with a view to developing the
TAC into a code of conduct governing relations between Southeast Asian States and
those outside the region.

7.5 Formulate draft rules of procedure for the operations of the High Council as
envisioned in TAC.

7.6 Encourage greater efforts towards the resolution of outstanding problems of
boundaries delimitation between ASEAN member states.

7.7 Ensure border security and facilitate safe and convenient border crossings.

7.8 Encourage Member Countries to cooperate in resolving border-related problems
and other matters with security implications between ASEAN member countries.

7.9 Promote efforts to secure acceptance by Nuclear Weapon States of the Treaty on
Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ), including their early accession
to the Protocol to the SEANWFZ Treaty.

7.10 Convene the Commission for SEANWFZ Treaty to oversee the implementation of
the Treaty and ensure compliance with its provisions.

7.11 Support and participate actively in all efforts to achieve the objectives of general
and complete disarmament, especially the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and
other weapons of mass destruction.

7.12 Encourage ASEAN Member Countries parties to a dispute to engage in friendly
negotiation and use the bilateral and regional processes of peaceful settlement of
dispute or other procedures provided for in the U.N. Charter.

7.13 Enhance efforts to settle disputes in the South China Sea through peaceful means
among the parties concerned in accordance with universally recognized international
law, including the 1982 U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea.

7.14 Continue efforts to promote confidence-building measures in the South China Sea
between and among parties concerned.
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7.15 Encourage all other parties concerned to subscribe to the ASEAN Declaration on
the South China Sea.

7.16 Promote efforts to establish a regional code of conduct in the South China Sea
among the parties directly concerned.

7.17 Intensify intra-ASEAN security cooperation through existing mechanisms among
foreign affairs and defense officials.

VIII. ENHANCE ASEAN’S ROLE AS AN EFFECTIVE FORCE FOR
PEACE, JUSTICE, AND MODERATION IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC
AND IN THE WORLD

8.1 Maintain ASEAN’s chairmanship in the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) process.

8.2 Undertake, actively and energetically, measures to strengthen ASEAN'’s role as the
primary driving force in the ARF, including directing the ASEAN Secretary-General to
provide the necessary support and services to the ASC Chairman in coordinating ARF
activities.

8.3 Formulate initiatives to advance, on a consensus basis and at a pace comfortable to
all, the ARF process from its current emphasis on confidence-building to promoting
preventive diplomacy.

8.4 Promote public awareness of the ARF process and the need for ASEAN'’s role as
the primary driving force in respective ASEAN Member Countries.

8.5 Continue the involvement of ASEAN defense and security officials together with
foreign affairs officials in ARF activities.

8.6 Develop a set of basic principles based on TAC as an instrument for promoting
cooperative peace in the Asia-Pacific region.

8.7 Enhance consultation and coordination of ASEAN positions at the United Nations
and other international fora.

8.8 Revitalize ASEAN’s relations with Dialogue Partners on the basis of equality, non-
discrimination and mutual benefit.

IX. PROMOTE ASEAN AWARENESS AND ITS STANDING IN THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

9.1 Support the activities of the ASEAN Foundation and other available resources and
mechanisms to promote ASEAN awareness among its people.

9.2 Launch, within ASEAN’s existing resources, a concerted communications
programme to promote ASEAN’s standing in the international community and strengthen
confidence in ASEAN as an ideal place for investment, trade and tourism.

9.3 Establish and operate an ASEAN satellite channel by year 2000.
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Joint Communique The 32nd ASEAN
Ministerial Meeting (AMM) Singapore,
23-24 July 1999

1. We, the Foreign Ministers of the ten ASEAN countries, met in Singapore from 23-24 July 1999 and re-
newed our commitment to work together to meet the challenges of a region undergoing significant political
and economic changes.

2. We warmly welcomed Cambodia’s participation for the first time in the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting
(AMM), following the special ceremony in Hanoi on 30 April 1999. This is a milestone in ASEAN’s evo-
lution and a fulfilment of the vision of ASEAN’s founding fathers. All Southeast Asians are now part of

a single community. We reaffirmed our commitment to assist Cambodia’s integration into ASEAN while
preparing for the next phase of ASEAN’s development.

3. In the face of new challenges as well as opportunities, we the ASEAN Ten are confident of overcoming
our current difficulties because we are all united in our aim of strengthening ASEAN. ASEAN’s fundamen-
tal role in managing diversity and differences in Southeast Asia is as important today as when ASEAN was
formed in 1967. We have now entered a period of consolidation and rebuilding which would undoubtedly
reinforce our foundations and set the stage for the emergence of a stronger ASEAN. With these challenges in
mind, we unanimously reaffirmed the relevance and value of ASEAN to all our countries and renewed our
determination to strengthen ASEAN.

4. The 6th ASEAN Summit held in Hanoi in December 1998 was a key turning point in the process of
ASEAN’s recovery and consolidation. The Hanoi Declaration (HD) and the Hanoi Plan of Action (HPA)
have taken ASEAN closer towards realising the ASEAN Vision 2020 adopted by our Leaders in 1997. In
Hanoi, the ASEAN Leaders decided to strengthen regional co-operation and ASEAN unity and reaffirmed
their commitment to keep ASEAN open to trade and investment. We reiterated ASEAN’s determination to
fully implement the Leaders’ decisions on accelerating the ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA) and the ASE-
AN Investment Area (AIA). We would promote to the international community the set of Bold Measures
adopted by the ASEAN Leaders at the Hanoi Summit in December 1998. We highlighted the significance of
the decision of the Leaders of ASEAN and China, Japan and ROK to regularise the ASEAN+3 Summits. It
underscored their confidence in ASEAN as a dynamic and resilient organisation.

ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS’ RETREAT

5. We held for the first time a Retreat of the ASEAN Foreign Ministers. The Retreat provided an opportunity
for all ten ASEAN Foreign Ministers to hold frank and wide-ranging discussions on the future of ASEAN,
the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and ASEAN’s dialogue relationships. The Retreat is part of a continu-
ous process of serious re-examination of the longer-term issues facing ASEAN. We are committed to con-
tinually shaping an ASEAN that is attuned to the challenges of the times. ASEAN will continue to play a key
role in the region.
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6. We discussed the far-reaching effects of the financial crisis. We believe that ASEAN had taken a series of
significant steps that would set us on the path to economic recovery. The economic outlook for the region
had improved. Although there were still uncertainties, there were early signs of economic recovery. We
acknowledged that more had to be done to sustain the recovery process and renewed our commitment to
continue undertaking the necessary policy adjustment and structural reforms, and to expedite efforts in the
reform of the international financial architecture.

7. In discussing the future direction of ASEAN, we focussed on the challenges confronting ASEAN which
could undermine ASEAN’s image. We stressed the need to remain dynamic and adapt to changes in the
external environment. We reaffirmed the fundamental principles of ASEAN and the importance of working
together to strengthen ASEAN in order to face up to the challenges ahead. In the long term, the realisation of
ASEAN Ten will strengthen regional resilience.

8. We discussed the issues facing ASEAN and its Dialogue Partners. Over the years, changes had taken place
in our dialogue relationships. However, we recognised the unique role of the Post-Ministerial Conferences
(PMC) and Dialogue Partnerships in managing the broad co-operative relationships. We renewed our com-
mitment to reinvigorate and intensify our dialogue relationships.

9. We reviewed the development of the ARF and discussed its future direction. For a regional political and
security forum that groups very diverse countries and major powers, the ARF had made significant progress
during the past five years. We noted with satisfaction that the ARF, through the active contributions of all
ARF countries, had become the key forum for political and security dialogue and co-operation in the Asia-
Pacific region. We are committed to strengthening ASEAN’s role as the primary driving force of the ARF
process. We noted that the ASEAN officials are preparing a paper on the concept and principles of Preven-
tive Diplomacy for discussion by the ARF Intersessional Support Group on Confidence-Building Measures
(ISG on CBMs) during the next intersessional year. We stressed the importance of enhancing the ARF’s
relevance and effectiveness in addressing the challenges faced by the region amidst the changing political
and security environment. We also stressed the importance of moving the ARF process forward at a pace
comfortable to all participants and on the basis of consensus.

JOINT ASEAN ROADSHOWS

10. We welcomed the idea of Joint ASEAN Roadshows proposed by Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong of Sin-
gapore to market ASEAN as a joint investment area to our major investors. This represents a concrete and
concerted effort to advance our common interests and underscores our resolve to work together to restore
ASEAN’s economic dynamism. We commended the proposal for further action by the 31st ASEAN Eco-
nomic Ministers (AEM) Meeting.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECISIONS OF THE 6TH ASEAN SUMMIT

11. We agreed to hasten the implementation of the set of specific directives in the Hanoi Plan of Action to
guide ASEAN activities over the next six years. This would speed up regional integration, mitigate the social
impact of the global financial turmoil, deal with environmental issues and other transnational problems,

and intensify international awareness of ASEAN. Significant advances had already been made by ASEAN
Ministerial fora, Committees, the ASEAN Secretariat, and other ASEAN bodies. We noted that a review of
progress would be made at the 7th ASEAN Summit in the year 2001.

12. We had a useful discussion on the preparations for the 3rd Informal ASEAN Summit to be held in Ma-
nila in November 1999 and endorsed the Special Joint Ministerial Meeting before the Summit involving the
ASEAN Foreign, Economic and Finance Ministers.
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13. Following the Framework Agreement on the AIA signed by the ASEAN Economic Ministers in the Phil-
ippines in October 1998, the first AIA Council Meeting was held in Phuket in March 1999. The AIA would
link the ASEAN economies more strongly together by extending national treatment to ASEAN investments
in the manufacturing sector. We would actively support the joint promotion of investments in ASEAN as
envisioned in the AIA.

14. In response to the rapid changes in the global financial environment, and the risk of contagion, the
ASEAN Finance Ministries and Central Banks have strengthened their co-operation and consultations. The
ASEAN Surveillance Process (ASP) was established to encourage peer reviews and share experiences on
policy challenges facing our respective economies, in order to enhance macroeconomic and financial stabil-
ity in the region. Development of work programmes to implement the finance-related activities of the Hanoi
Plan of Action is currently underway.

15. Steady progress had been made in formulating the implementing Protocols for the ASEAN Framework
Agreement on the Facilitation of Goods in Transit. This would enable efficient transportation of goods in the
region, support the implementation of the AFTA and further integrate the region’s economies.

16. We welcomed the ASEAN initiatives towards the establishment of an ASEAN Food Security Informa-
tion System and collaborative research to develop new and improved production, post-harvest and process-
ing technologies. We also noted the continuing efforts to enhance the marketability of ASEAN food, agricul-
ture and forest products and commodities through harmonisation, adoption and implementation of quality
standards and regulations.

17. We welcomed the inauguration of the ASEAN Centre for Energy in January 1999 and the adoption of
the ASEAN Plan of Action for Energy Co-operation 1999-2004 by the ASEAN Ministers of Energy in July
1999 which would move forward the early realisation of the Trans-ASEAN energy network.

18. We hoped that efforts be further intensified to promote the development of the Mekong Basin, and that
the implementation of projects and programmes in this framework be expedited accordingly. To this end, it
1s important to convene as soon as possible, the ASEAN-Mekong Basin Development Co-operation (AMB-
DC) Ministerial Meeting.

19. We would intensify efforts to develop the human potential, the natural resources and the infrastructure
linkages of the Greater Mekong Sub-Region, including the development of less developed inter-state areas
along the West-East Corridor (WEC), the Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East ASEAN
Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA), the Indonesia-Malaysia-Singapore Growth Triangle (IMS-GT), and the In-
donesia-Malaysia-Thailand Growth Triangle (IMT-GT). Co-operation initiatives at the sub-regional levels
would further enhance growth opportunities and expedite the region’s economic recovery progress.

POLITICAL AND SECURITY CO-OPERATION

20. We welcomed the progress made by the High Contracting Parties in ratifying the Second Protocol to the
Treaty of Amity and Co-operation in Southeast Asia (TAC). We reiterated our call for extra-regional states,
particularly the major powers, to accede to the TAC to reinforce its continuing relevance as the basis for a
framework governing inter-state relations in the region and allowing ASEAN to maintain peace and stability
in the region. This would be further reinforced once the Second Protocol comes into force.
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21. The ASEAN Foreign Ministers convened, for the first time, the Commission of the Southeast Asia Nu-
clear Weapon-Free Zone Treaty (SEANWEFZ). This is the first concrete step towards the implementation of
the Treaty. The Commission directed its Executive Committee to prepare the draft rules of procedure and to
initiate all necessary actions to ensure compliance with the Treaty, including consultations with the Nuclear
Weapon States and International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and other related bodies.

22. We noted the consultations which had taken place between the ASEAN SOM Working Group on the
Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality (ZOPFAN) and SEANWFZ and the Nuclear Weapon States and
urged the Nuclear Weapon States to accede to the Protocol to the SEANWEFZ Treaty as another means of
enhancing the regional security environment.

23. Positive progress had been made in the various ARF activities at both Track I and Track II levels, in-
cluding the constructive contribution of defence and military officials. We assessed that the Intersessional
Support Group on Confidence Building Measures (ISG on CBMs), the Intersessional Meeting on Disaster
Relief, Intersessional Meeting on Peacekeeping Operations, and other activities under their auspices had
contributed substantially to the furthering of the ARF process, through the promotion of mutual understand-
ing and a mindset of cooperation. While recognising that the implementation of CBMs continued to be the
focus of ARF, we noted the importance of advancing the ARF process on the basis of principles agreed, and
in this context supported the recommendation of the ISG on CBMs to discuss the concept and principles of
Preventive Diplomacy (PD) and to further explore the areas of overlap between CBMs and PD in the next
intersessional year. We also encouraged increased interface between Track I and Track II and continued ac-
tive participation by defence and military officials in ARF activities.

ASEAN FUNCTIONAL CO-OPERATION

24. We discussed ASEAN functional co-operation and its part in preparing ASEAN to meet the challenges
of the future. We noted the progress made over the past year as recorded in the ASEAN Standing Committee
(ASC) Annual Report and commended the efforts made by the functional committees to work out strategies
for coping with the impact of the regional crisis in their respective areas.

25. Economic growth is sustainable only if the environment is cared for. The atmosphere and the marine
environment can be protected only through regional action. The ASEAN Regional Center for Biodiversity
Conservation has started operations and a network of National Biodiversity Reference Units among all ASE-
AN member-countries has been set up to strengthen regional co-operation in biodiversity conservation. We
welcomed the initiative to develop ASEAN Criteria and Indicators for Sustainable Forest Management in the
region. We also appreciated the active participation of ASEAN Member Countries in meeting the objectives
and recommendations for population and sustainable development contained in the Bali Declaration.

26. We recalled the ravages wrought by the land and forest fires in parts of Southeast Asia on the health and
livelihood of people and on the growth of the economies of the area in the past two years. In this connec-
tion, we fully supported the work of the Haze Technical Task Force of the ASEAN Senior Officials on the
Environment (ASOEN) in monitoring, combating and preventing land and forest fires and mitigating their
effects. We appreciated the support extended by the Asian Development Bank, the United Nations Environ-
mental Programme, and the governments of Australia, Canada, and the United States. We urged the interna-
tional community to continue its support.

27. Recalling our earlier decision to co-operate in ensuring the conservation and sustainability of water
resources, we commended the ASOEN for taking concrete steps to pursue this initiative. We welcomed the
proposed establishment of an ASEAN Network of Water Resource Agencies (ANWRA), which is expected
to contribute to the realisation of ASEAN regional water conservation programme embodied in the Hanoi
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28. Science & Technology co-operation had been enhanced with the development of a dynamic and respon-
sive set of strategies to encourage intra-ASEAN cooperation and collaboration with dialogue partners and
the private sector. The ASEAN Committee on Science and Technology (COST) had undertaken a project
entitled ASEAN Science and Technology Network (ASTNET) to facilitate information exchange between
ASEAN and international science & technology organisations and to serve as an information resource and
link to the business sector.

29. We stressed the urgent need to strengthen the regional capacity to combat transnational crime. The
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime held in Yangon last month had initiated a regional
plan of action to combat such crimes as illicit drug trafficking, money laundering, terrorism, piracy, arms
smuggling and trafficking in persons and agreed in principle to establish the ASEAN Centre for Combating
Transnational Crime (ACTC). We reaffirmed ASEAN’s commitment to the Joint Declaration for a Drug-
Free ASEAN, signed at the 31st AMM in Manila, and called for the support of the international community
for the implementation of ASEAN drug control programmes.

30. The ASEAN University Network (AUN) had progressed in its work in promoting student and faculty
exchanges, ASEAN studies and collaborative research. In connection with ASEAN’s educational goals, we
welcomed the implementation of the Singapore Scholarship launched during the 6th ASEAN Summit.

31. We reaffirmed ASEAN’s policy of ensuring that the poor, the disadvantaged, and other vulnerable sec-
tors of society, including women and children, are not harmed or neglected in the effort to promote econom-
ic growth. We stressed the crucial role of women in economic recovery programmes. It is important to focus
on the social impact of the crisis and to expand social programmes in times of difficulty. We welcomed the
adoption of the regional plans of action on health and nutrition, tuberculosis control and disease surveillance
to assist ASEAN in addressing priorities in the areas of nutrition promotion, new, emerging and re-emerging
diseases, environmental health, food and drugs safety and disability.

32. We welcomed the Action Plan and Work Programme of the ASEAN Task Force on Social Safety Nets,
which aims to strengthen the capacity of ASEAN countries for developing and implementing social services
for the poor and the disadvantaged. We recognised the importance of developing strategies aimed at coor-
dinating, developing and implementing regional activities concerning Social Safety Nets. We supported the
sharing of knowledge, experience, expertise and best practices in designing immediate and long-term social
safety nets, as called for in the Action Plan. We acknowledged that alternative, creative and innovative ways
and strategies have to be found in order to achieve these objectives and welcomed support and assistance
from countries and multilateral institutions. To meet the short-term and long-term needs in these areas, par-
ticularly in Human Resource Development, we agreed to consider the establishment of an ASEAN Human
Resource Development Fund, so as to facilitate the process of regional integration within ASEAN.

33. We welcomed the progress made in the work of the ASEAN Foundation during the past year. We noted
its efforts to prepare a plan of action and a work programme focussing on the priority areas of the HPA,
that are in the Foundation’s mandate to promote: ASEAN awareness, people-to-people interaction, human
resources development and poverty alleviation. A Workshop to formulate the Medium to Long-Term Action
Plan of the Foundation was held in July this year. We urged the Board of Trustees to expedite the imple-
mentation of projects on human resources development. We also noted with appreciation the contributions
by Japan and China to the Foundation and urge our Dialogue Partners and the private sector to support the
Foundation.
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34. We reaffirmed the importance of an outward-looking ASEAN, which can play a pivotal role in interna-
tional fora. We appreciated the continuing support extended by the international community, particularly
ASEAN’s Dialogue Partners, to ASEAN’s activities. We hoped that our Dialogue Partners, the international
financial institutions, United Nations agencies, foundations and non-governmental organisations would
collaborate with ASEAN in carrying out the co-operative measures in the HPA. We are encouraged by their
participation in the ASEAN Development Co-operation Forum held in the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta in
May 1999.

35. We reaffirmed adherence to the principle of non-discrimination in the pursuit of development co-opera-
tion in ASEAN. ASEAN’s relationships with all its Dialogue Partners, as well as its co-operation with other
countries and regional and international organisations are based on equality, non-interference, non-discrim-
ination, mutual respect and mutual benefit. To ensure that ASEAN consolidates its relationships with the
current Dialogue Partners, we agreed to consider new ASEAN Dialogue relationships only after July 2000.

REVIEW OF THE ROLE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE ASEAN SECRETARIAT

36. We commended the work of the Special Directors-General Working Group on the Review of the Role
and Functions of the ASEAN Secretariat. With the new challenges facing ASEAN over the last few years,
new demands had been placed on the ASEAN Secretariat. The rationalisation of the Secretariat’s organisa-
tional structure would allow the Secretariat to be a more effective instrument in helping ASEAN prepare for
the future. The completion of the Review was in line with the call in the HPA for a more responsive Secre-
tariat.

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL ISSUES

37. In reviewing the regional and international political situation, we reiterated our conviction that a stable,
strategic relationship among the major powers, particularly China, Japan, Russia and the United States was

a vital contributing factor to the peace, security, stability and prosperity of the Asia-Pacific region, especially
Southeast Asia. A positive framework of relations among the major powers and their efforts in enhancing
their mutual understanding and co-operation in their relations at bilateral and global levels are all the more
vital, in order to ensure the continuation of the economic recovery in the region.

38. We expressed our concern over the tension that arose in the Taiwan Strait after 9 July 1999, which could
seriously affect regional peace and stability and prospects for economic recovery. We hoped for a quick and
peaceful return to normalcy. We reaffirmed our commitment to our “One China Policy”.

39. In reviewing the situation in the South China Sea, we recognised that several issues remained a source of
concern, including the overlapping and conflicting claims among the countries involved that remain unre-
solved. We emphasised the importance of resolving these issues in the interest of peace and stability in the
region. We reiterated the need for the disputes to be settled peacefully, in accordance with the recognised
principles of international law, including the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, and to
continue to exercise self-restraint in the conduct of activities in the South China Sea. We recalled the ASE-
AN Foreign Ministers’ agreement in 1996 to the idea of a regional Code of Conduct which would lay the
foundation for long-term stability in the area and foster understanding among claimant countries. At the 6th
ASEAN Summit, the ASEAN Leaders agreed to promote efforts to establish a regional Code of Conduct in
the South China Sea among the parties directly concerned. Pursuant to these agreements, we noted that as a
follow-up to the ASEAN SOM recommendation in May 1999, the Philippines has submitted a draft Region-
al Code of Conduct for the immediate consideration of the ASEAN SOM Working Group on ZOPFAN and
SEANWEFZ at its next meeting. We recognised the positive contribution of the ongoing bilateral and multi-
lateral consultations among the parties concerned at the intergovernmental level, the extensive consultations
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at the ASEAN-China Dialogue and the regular exchange of views in the ARF, and the on-going Informal
Workshops on Managing Potential Conflicts in the South China Sea and encouraged their continuance.

40. We are also concerned with developments in the Korean Peninsula and agreed that the parties involved
should not adopt postures which could undermine peace and security. We reaffirmed the importance of
maintaining the 1953 Armistice Agreement and the Agreed Framework and hoped that all the parties would
continue dialogue with a view to establishing a permanent peace regime. We expressed support for the Four-
Party Talks, the inter-Korean Dialogue, the US-DPRK negotiations and the Korean Peninsula Energy Devel-
opment Organization (KEDO) in promoting peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula and as a peaceful
means to advance global nuclear non-proliferation. In this regard, we noted the Republic of Korea’s efforts
to contribute to the stability of the Peninsula, including through the Sunshine Policy.

41. We noted with deep concern developments in Kosovo, including the humanitarian crisis, and its implica-
tions. We reaffirmed our support for the UN Charter and respect for the basic principles of international law.
In this connection, we welcomed the comprehensive political settlement of the Kosovo crisis as endorsed by
the United Nations Security Council Resolution S/RES/1244(1999) of 10 June 1999, and urged all parties
involved to work closely with the UN in implementing the settlement.

42. We hope for a new momentum in the Middle East Peace Process and welcome the sentiments expressed
by the leaders of Syria, Israel and the Palestinians to move on to a comprehensive peace in the region. We
welcomed recent encouraging statements by the new Prime Minister of Israel to withdraw from Southern
Lebanon within the year and to implement the Wye River Agreement in full, thus paving the way for the fur-
ther return of territory to Palestine National Authority (PNA). We urged the parties concerned to implement
all agreements signed and all pledges and commitments made following the Oslo Peace Accords and Madrid
Conference, in particular the principle of land for peace, in due compliance with relevant United Nations
Resolutions. We also called for an early resumption of negotiations between Israel, Syria, Lebanon and PNA
in order to achieve a comprehensive and lasting peace in the Middle East. We called on Israel to take steps
for the immediate and full cessation of the construction of the settlement at Jabel Abu Ghaneim and similar
activities in the West Bank.

43. We welcomed the agreement reached by India and Pakistan to end hostilities along the Line of Control
and urged both sides to resolve the dispute through dialogue.

44. We reaffirmed our support for the goals and principles of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). We
stressed the importance of the NAM as a unifying forum not only for discussions but also co-operation
among developing countries, so that they may exert a more active influence on the direction and manage-
ment of world affairs. We recognised the NAM’s strength as a significant leverage in negotiations vis-a-vis
the developed countries on crucial political and economic issues. We emphasised the need to continue the
active and collective promotion of agreed positions of the NAM members in the UN and in the international
arena.

45. We exchanged views on the need to reform the UN Security Council, particularly on the aspect of repre-
sentation among the developing countries. We agreed that the reform and expansion of the Security Council
should be considered as a package. Any reform, however, must take into account the principle of sovereign
equality of states and equitable geographical distribution. There is also the need for transparency, account-
ability and democratisation in the working methods and procedures of the Security Council, particularly in
its decision-making process.

46. We stressed the importance for all states that have not signed or ratified the Comprehensive Test Ban
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Treaty (CTBT) and the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) to do so. We urged all states to refrain from
undertaking weaponisation or deploying missiles to deliver nuclear weapons, and to prevent any transfer

of nuclear weapon-related materials, technology and equipment. To this end, we called for the immediate
commencement and early conclusion of negotiations in the Conference on Disarmament on a treaty banning
the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons purposes as an essential measure of nuclear disarma-
ment and non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. We also called on the nuclear weapon states to make further
efforts towards achieving the ultimate objective of eliminating nuclear weapons.

47. We noted the progress that has been made on the implementation of the Chemical Weapons Convention
(CWC) and called on all states which had not ratified or acceded to the CWC to do so. Progress has also
been made in the work on the protocol dealing with compliance and verification of the Biological Weapons
Convention (BWC). To this end, we commended the work of the Ad Hoc Group of State Parties to the BWC.

48. We supported the ongoing negotiations to draft an international convention against organised transna-
tional crime, as well as its supplementary protocols on addressing trafficking in women and children, and
illegal trafficking in firearms. We urged the international community to focus its attention on the problem of
transnational crime, and called on the UN to play the lead role in co-ordinating the efforts of Member States
to deal with this problem.

49. We noted the entry into force of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production

and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction. We agreed to support initiatives to enhance
international co-operation on demining, including training, and in the removal of unexploded ordinance as

well as the rehabilitation of mine victims.

50. We recalled the decision of the 26th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting held on 23-24 July 1993 in Singapore
to consider the establishment of an appropriate regional mechanism on human rights and noted the estab-
lishment of the informal non-governmental Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism.

The Working Group and ASEAN officials have met regularly since the 29th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting
in Jakarta, most recently on 22 July 1999 in Singapore. We recognised the importance of continuing these
dialogues.

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ISSUES

51. We welcomed the improved outlook for world output growth and noted that significant challenges re-
main. We called upon the major countries to address the downside risks to the world output growth and to
implement appropriate macroeconomic and structural measures. We emphasised the importance of open and
competitive markets to sustain growth and stability and urged further market access for ASEAN exports. We
welcomed China’s commitment and effort to reform the financial sector and state-owned enterprise for sus-
tainable development, and its continued pledge not to devalue its currency. We noted the signs of imminent
recovery in Japan and welcomed Japan’s continued efforts in putting in place measures to stimulate domestic
demand-led growth. We noted with appreciation Japan’s US$30 billion assistance to Asia through the Mi-
yazawa initiative. We hoped the United States would direct policies at ensuring sustainable non-inflationary
growth. We welcomed the launch of the Euro and looked forward to the increased role of the Euro in facili-
tating greater stability in international financial markets and urged Europe to implement policies to support
domestic demand.

52. In this regard, we reiterated our support for the ASEAN consensus forged by the ASEAN Finance Minis-
ters on the reform of the international financial architecture. We called for expeditious implementation of the
concrete measures that have already achieved a high degree of consensus.
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World Trade Organisation (WTO)

53. We looked forward to the 3rd WTO Ministerial Conference to be held in Seattle, USA on 30 Novem-
ber-3 December 1999. This meeting would provide an important opportunity to shape the future work pro-
gramme of the WTO. We urged our officials to contribute positively towards the preparations underway in
Geneva by submitting specific work proposals regarding the WTO’s future work programme, with a view to
the early finalisation of a substantive and balanced agenda for the Ministerial Conference.

54. We emphasised the importance of the membership of Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam in the WTO and reit-
erated our full support for their early admission. We urged the WTO to expedite the accession process.

Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)

55. We are heartened by the signs of recovery in a number of APEC Members’ economies but agreed that
much still needs to be done to put in place measures that would facilitate a sustainable recovery. In this re-
spect, we welcomed the significant capacity-building initiatives announced at the APEC Leaders Meeting in
Kuala Lumpur last year.

56. We noted the continuous efforts to liberalise trade and investment and APEC’s key role in strengthening
the multilateral trading system. APEC has an important opportunity to make significant contributions to the
WTO this year in the run-up to the 3rd WTO Ministerial Conference in Seattle. We pledged our support to
New Zealand during its Chairmanship of APEC and expressed confidence that important outcomes would be
achieved under its leadership.

Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM)

57. We were pleased by the strong registration of continued commitment and support towards the ASEM
process at the 2nd ASEM Foreign Ministers Meeting of 29 March 1999. We reaffirmed our determination to
keep the ASEM process open and evolutionary. We acknowledged that changes in the global and regional
landscapes of Asia and Europe had made it more important for both regions to strengthen existing co-opera-
tion, which would constitute the basis for a stable Asia-Europe new comprehensive partnership.
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- Chairman's Statement of the 6th Meeting of the ASEAN
Regional Forum, Singapore, 26 July 1999

Chairman's Statement
The Sixth Meeting of the ASEAN Regional Forum

Singapore, 26 July 1999

The Sixth Meeting of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) was held in Singapore on 26 July 1999. The
Meeting was chaired by H.E. Professor S Jayakumar, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Singapore, The
Meeting was attended by all ARF participants. The Secretary General of ASEAN was also present.

- The Ministers welcomed Mongolia joining the 6th ARF as a new participant.

- The Ministers welcomed the admission of the Kingdom of Cambodia as a member of ASEAN,
thereby realising the vision of ASEAN-10. They expressed confidence that ASEAN-10 will contribute
to peace and stability in Southeast Asia.

Overview of the ARF Process

- The Ministers expressed satisfaction that the ARF has continued to serve as the key forum for political
and security dialogue and co-operation in the region. They noted that since its inception in 1994, the
ARF Ministers and senior officials have become more comfortable with each other through frequent
interactions at the various ARF fora. Such enhanced comfort levels have enabled ARF participants to
exchange views frankly on issues of common concern, thereby encouraging greater transparency and
mutual understanding. The Ministers agreed to build on these strong foundations to move the process
forward so that the ARF would continue to remain relevant and able to respond to the challenges posed
by the changing political and security environment of the region. The Ministers noted the useful
exchange of views at the lunch gathering of senior defence officials, and welcomed the continuation of
this practice at future ARF Ministerial Meetings. The Ministers further noted the constructive
contributions that defence and military officials have made to the ARF process and encouraged their
continued participation in all relevant ARF activities.

- The Ministers emphasised that the ARF process will continue to develop at a pace that is comfortable
to all participants and reaffirmed their commitment to make decisions by consensus. They noted that this
has contributed to steady progress being made. The Ministers emphasised the importance of confidence
building to the success of the ARF and encouraged the further development of confidence building
measures (CBMs). They endorsed the recommendations of the ARF Senior Officials Meeting and the
AREF Inter-sessional Support Group on Confidence Building Measures (ISG on CBMs) to discuss the
concept and principles of Preventive Diplomacy and noted the common understandings reached on the
four tabled proposals relating to the overlap between CBMs and Preventive Diplomacy. The Ministers
noted that this was a positive step forward. The Ministers expressed their continued support for the
leading role of ASEAN in the ARF process and noted with appreciation that ASEAN would be
preparing the draft paper on the concept and principles of Preventive Diplomacy for discussion among
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ARF members.
Highlights of Issues Discussed

- The Ministers had substantive discussions on major regional and international issues that had an
impact on the regional security environment. The exchange of views was candid and focussed and
helped to create better mutual understanding of the security perceptions and concerns among ARF
participants.

- The Ministers, inter alia, discussed the security implications of the regional economic and financial
crisis. They noted that it had a significant economic, political and security impact on the region and
agreed that the ARF should continue to pay attention to the security implications of the crisis. The
Ministers also noted that co-operative regional arrangements had played an important role in containing
the effects of the crisis. The Ministers recognised that the strength of the regional economy would affect
regional and national resilience. In this connection, they noted that the situation had stabilised as
compared to last year and that the region was now beginning to recover. Nevertheless, continued
restructuring and policy reform would be necessary to sustain the recovery.

- The Ministers agreed that stable relations among the major powers was an integral element
underpinning regional stability. In this regard, the Ministers welcomed the regular exchanges of visits,
including at the leadership level, which have contributed to stable relations among the major powers.
The Ministers stressed the importance of the major powers continuing to promote dialogue and co-
operation among themselves through all available modalities, including the ARF.

- The Ministers recognised that the state of relations among the major powers in the Asia-Pacific was
affected by events in other regions. In this regard, the Ministers discussed developments in
Kosovo/FRY. They were concerned with its wider implications. They expressed their deep regret over
the loss of thousands of innocent lives. The Ministers reaffirmed their support for the UN Charter and
respect for the basic principles of international law. In this connection, they welcomed the
comprehensive political settlement of the Kosovo crisis as endorsed by the United Nations Security
Council Resolution S/RES/1244(1999) of 10 June 1999, and urged all parties involved to work closely
with the UN in implementing the settlement, which will bring to an end war crimes and crimes against
humanity and permit the people of Kosovo to enjoy basic human rights within Kosovo/FRY. The
Ministers also expressed their deep regret over the tragic incident involving the Chinese Embassy in
Yugoslavia in early May, which had caused the loss of innocent lives and many casualties. The
Ministers extended their sympathy and condolences to the Chinese people and relatives of the victims
and to all the innocent victims of the Kosovo conflict.

- The Ministers recognised the Treaty of Amity and Co-operation in Southeast Asia (TAC) as a key
regional instrument for strengthening security in the region. They noted that non-Southeast Asian
countries, in particular the major powers, were now in the process of considering acceding to the TAC
after the Second Protocol amending the TAC enters into force. This would contribute positively to the
evolution of a region-wide code of conduct. The Ministers expressed support for the continuing
consultations between the State Parties of the SEANWFZ (Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon Free Zone)
Treaty and the Nuclear Weapon States regarding the latters' accession to the Protocol of the Treaty. The
Ministers noted that nuclear-weapon-free zones would contribute to the goal of comprehensive nuclear
disarmament. In this regard, the Ministers also welcomed the United Nations General Assembly's
resolution 53/77D of 4 December 1998 on Mongolia's International Security and Nuclear-Weapon-Free
Status.

- The Ministers welcomed the commitment of all the countries concerned to the peaceful settlement of
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disputes in the South China Sea in accordance with the recognized principles of international law and
the UNCLOS. They stressed the importance of freedom of navigation in this area. The Ministers noted
that some ARF countries were concerned that there could be increased tensions. They welcomed the
continued exercise of self-restraint by all sides and the positive contributions made by the bilateral
consultations between the countries concerned. They further welcomed the dialogue in the ASEAN-
China Senior Officials Consultations, the regular exchange of views in the ARF, and the continuing
work of the Informal Workshop on Managing Potential Conflicts in the South China Sea, which have
enhanced confidence building. They noted that ASEAN was working on a regional Code of Conduct in
the South China Sea.

- The Ministers noted that developments in the Korean Peninsula remain of concern and agreed that
parties involved should not adopt policies which could undermine peace and stability. They emphasised
the importance of observing the 1953 Armistice Agreement. The Ministers expressed concern over the
August 1998 payload launch and other missile-related activities which could heighten tensions and have
serious consequences for stability in the Korean Peninsula and the region. The Ministers supported all
efforts to improve relations between the DPRK and the ROK and in this connection, noted the ROK's
policy aimed at establishing a regime of peaceful co-existence with the DPRK. They welcomed the
recent positive developments at the Four-Party Talks and the US-DPRK negotiations on the suspected
underground facility. They also reiterated support for the Four-Party Talks and reaffirmed the
importance of maintaining the 1994 Agreed Framework and implementing the Korean Peninsula Energy
Development Organization (KEDO) projects.

- The Ministers emphasised the importance of systematic and progressive efforts taken by nuclear
weapon states on nuclear disarmament and called on them to make further efforts towards achieving the
ultimate objective of eliminating nuclear weapons. The Ministers noted that there were strong calls for
all states to sign and ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) and to accede to the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) as soon as possible. As an essential measure of nuclear non-
proliferation and disarmament, the Ministers further urged the Conference on Disarmament to
immediately begin and swiftly conclude negotiations on a treaty banning the production of fissile
material for nuclear weapons purposes as a matter of priority. The Ministers called on all states to
exercise restraint in the development, testing and export of ballistic missiles and other delivery means of
weapons of mass destruction. The Ministers also called for a speedy and successful conclusion to the
negotiations on a verification protocol for the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC). The Ministers
noted support for encouraging states that had tested nuclear weapons last year to exercise restraint,
including by adhering to the comprehensive test ban treaty, and to revive the Lahore process.

- The Ministers noted with appreciation the entry into force of the Ottawa Convention on the
Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and their
Destruction, and the convening of the First Meeting of the State Parties to the Convention held in
Maputo on 3-7 May 1999. They also noted the early entry into force of the amended mines protocol
(Protocol 11) of the Convention on Conventional Weapons (CCW), and efforts being made in other
bodies, including the Conference on Disarmament, to complement the Ottawa Convention by engaging
key non-signatories. The Ministers noted with appreciation several unilateral moratoria on the transfer
and commercial export of several categories of mines. The Ministers agreed to support initiatives to
enhance international co-operation on demining, the removal of unexploded ordnance and rehabilitation
of victims, and commended efforts by some ARF countries to provide training and assistance on mine
clearance. In this regard, they noted the efforts by the Cambodian Mine Action Centre (CMAC) and the
Thailand Mine Action Centre (TMAC).

- The Ministers discussed transboundary problems that could have a significant impact on regional
security. They recognised that the illegal accumulation of small arms and light weapons posed a threat to
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peace and security in many regions and urged the international community to focus its attention to this
problem. In view of the international conference to be convened by the UN no later than 2001, the
Ministers called on member states to increase their efforts so as to enable the UN to play its leading role
in dealing with the problem. The Ministers noted with concern the problem of piracy in the region and
recognised that there is a need for cooperative approaches to deal with this problem. They also noted the
problem of illegal migration.

Track I and II Activities for the Current and Next Inter-sessional Years

- The Ministers noted with satisfaction the successful implementation of numerous Track I and II
activities for the current inter-sessional year (July 1998-July 1999). The Ministers noted the following
major Track I activities:

a. Co-Chairmen's Summary Report of the two meetings of the Inter-sessional Support Group on
Confidence Building Measures in Honolulu on 4-6 November 1998 and Bangkok on 3-5 March 1999.

b. Co-Chairmen's Report of the Intersessional Meeting on Disaster Relief in Moscow on 11-1 3 April
1999.

c. ARF Experts Group Meeting on Disaster Relief on 29 January 1999 in Bangkok.

- The Ministers commended the work of the ISG on CBMs and the ISM on Disaster Relief in furthering
the ARF process, They endorsed the recommendations as contained in the above-mentioned reports and
agreed that the ISM on Disaster Relief and the ISG on CBMs should continue their work for another
year. In this regard, the Ministers welcomed the offers by Vietnam and Russia to co-chair the ISM on
Disaster Relief and by Singapore and Japan to co-chair the ISG on CBMs for the next intersessional
year. The Ministers also welcomed the production of the Annual Security Outlook (ASO) by individual
participants on a voluntary basis at the Track I level for compilation without any editing by the ARF

Chairman and noted that maritime co-operation would be included in the agenda of future ISG on
CBM:s.

- The Ministers also noted that the following Track I activities took place under the auspices of the ISG
on CBMs:

a. Seminar on the Production of Defence Policy Documents in Canberra on 31 August-2 September
1998.

b. Second ARF Meeting of Heads of Defence Colleges and Institutions, in Seoul on 8-10 September
1998.

c. Symposium on Tropical Hygiene and Prevention and Treatment of Tropical Infectious Diseases, in
Beijing on 25-27 November 1998.

d. ARF Professional Development Programme in Washington D.C. on 18-23 April 1999.

- The Ministers further noted that the following Track I activities took place under the auspices of the
ISM on Peacekeeping Operations:

a. Workshop of Approaches to Training for Peacekeeping, in Dublin on 19-23 October 1998.
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b. Training Course on Modern Peacekeeping Operations in Tokyo on 22-26 March 1999.
- The Ministers also took note of the following Track II activities:

a. ARF Workshop on Disaster Management in Bangkok on 25-28 January 1998.

b. CSCAP Seminar on Preventive Diplomacy in Bangkok on 28 Feb-2 March 1999.

c. Conference on "Towards Comprehensive Security and Cooperation in the Asia Pacific" in
Vladivostok on 25-27 April 1999.

The Ministers endorsed the programme of work for the next inter-sessional year (July 1999-July 2000).
Future Direction of the ARF Process

- The Ministers confirmed that the ARF is a framework for political and security dialogue and
cooperation in the region and that its discussions and activities should be focused on issues which would
have significant impact on regional security. The Ministers agreed that ASEAN would remain the
driving force of the ARF process and that the ARF would maintain its evolutionary approach as the
process progresses from confidence building to preventive diplomacy and, as an eventual goal, the
elaboration of approaches to conflict resolution. The ARF process will continue to move at a pace
comfortable to all ARF participants on the basis of consensus. The Ministers recognised the importance
of CBMs in enhancing confidence and trust among ARF members and agreed that the ARF should
further develop and deepen co-operation on CBMs among- ARF members. They recognized that various
efforts at confidence building would have an important role in facilitating the ARF process.

- The Ministers also requested the ISG on CBMs to further explore the overlap between CBMs and
Preventive Diplomacy for the next inter-sessional year, focussing inter alia, on the development of the
concept and principles of preventive diplomacy. In this regard, the Ministers welcomed the offer by
ASEAN to prepare a paper on the concept and principles of Preventive Diplomacy for consideration by
the ARF SOM at its next meeting.
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Chairman's Press Statement on ASEAN 3rd Informal Summit Manila,
Philippines, 28 November 1999

1. The 3rd informal Summit of the ASEAN Heads of State/Government was held in Manila on 28 November 1999. The
meeting was chaired by H.E. President Joseph Ejercito Estrada of the Republic of the Philippines.

2. The Summit was attended by H.M. Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah, Sultan of Brunei Darussalam; H.E. Hun Sen, Prime
Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia; H.E. Abdurrahman Wahid, President of the Republic of Indonesia; H.E. Sisavath
Keobounphanh, Prime Minister of the Lao People's Democratic Republic; H.E. Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of
the State Peace and Development Council and Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar; H.E. Goh Chok Tong, Prime
Minister of Singapore, H.E. Chuan Leekpai, Prime Minister of Thailand; H.E. Phan Van Khai, Prime Minister of the
Socialist Republic of Vietham; and, the Honorable Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Albar of Malaysia, Special Representative of
the Prime Minister of Malaysia.

3. In his welcome statement, President Estrada expressed confidence in ASEAN's ability to achieve its Vision 2020
goals of peace, stability, and prosperity for the ten countries of Southeast Asia. He called upon the member countries to
learn and practice the habits of openness, just as they have mastered the ways of cooperation, to bring the ASEAN
vision to reality. He called for an intensification of dialogue and cooperation between ASEAN and the countries of
Northeast Asia to move the whole East Asian region to higher levels of integration and partnership.

4. The highlights of the exchange of views and the agreements during the Informal Summit are as follows:
Current Security Environment

5. The HOS/G had a useful exchange of views on current political and security developments in the region. They
recognized how the evolving regional security environment during the 1990s has given rise to new forms of security
challenges for ASEAN. They agreed that ASEAN should make its long-held principles and approaches more relevant to
meet these new security challenges.

6. In this regard, they noted the results of the Informal retreat of the ASEAN Foreign Ministers held in Singapore in July
1,999, particularly their frank and candid discussions on the need for ASEAN to adapt to the challenges posed by its
expansion, human rights, governance, and the environment. They called on the Foreign Ministers to sustain this
constructive effort, guided by the larger interest of ASEAN mutual solidarity, unity, and cohesion.

7. President Abdurrahman Wahid of Indonesia briefed the Meeting on the latest developments in Aceh, Indonesia. In this
connection, the HOS/G reiterated their full respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Republic of Indonesia.
They expressed their support for the efforts of President Wahid toward a peaceful settlement of the situation in Aceh.

8. The HOS/G were of the view that ASEAN made a significant contribution to the progress of multilateral regional
cooperation to promote security through the ASEAN Regional Forum. They agreed to complement ARF initiatives by
engaging neighboring countries in East Asia to more regular summit dialogues on political and security issues.

9. The HOS/G agreed to the proposal to set up an ASEAN Troika at the ministerial level in order that ASEAN could
address more effectively and cooperate more closely on issues affecting peace and stability of the region.

10. On the South China Sea, the HOS/G reaffirmed the need for a regional Code of Conductin the South China Sea.
They noted the report of the Ministers that ASEAN now has a draft regional code of conduct, and further consultations will
be made on the draft with a view to advancing the process on the adoption of the Code.

Economic Resurgence, Financial Issues, and Future Competitiveness

11. The HOS/G noted the improved regional economic outlook for ASEAN this year. In welcoming this development,
however, they agreed that greater vigilance in the exercise of joint efforts in various areas of common interest in the
Financial and economic sector is necessary to guard against complacency and the risks that could affect the economic
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recovery in Asia. As such, the HOS/G endeavored to build upon its efforts in enhancing ASEAN business environments
and to promote transparency, as well as corporate and industrial governance reforms.

12. The HOS/G welcomed the successful implementation of the Bold Measures adopted at the Sixth ASEAN Summit and
the steady progress of work in ASEAN economic and financial cooperation, including trade facilitation and liberalization
activities. In a landmark decision, the HOS/G committed to eliminate all import duties by 2010, ahead of the original
schedule, for the six original members of ASEAN. They also agreed in principle to advance the schedule from 2018 to
2015 for the new members of ASEAN, but allowing some sensitive products to follow the original date of 2018. They
noted that 90 per cent of the Inclusion List of the six original signatories to the CEPT Agreement would have tariffs of 0-
5% by 1 January 2000. They looked forward to further progress in the implementation of a new round of negotiations in
services for which a get of parameters was recently adopted as a guide to further liberalize trade in services in ASEAN.
The Leaders agreed that AFTA should actively seek inter-regional alliance with other free trade areas.

13. The HOS/G were also pleased to note that the Framework Agreement on the ASEAN Investment Area has entered
into force following the ratification by all ASEAN member countries of the agreement. They also welcomed the efforts
which advanced work in the ASEAN Industrial Cooperation Scheme AICO and the new initiatives that will allow for the
participation of SMEs in the AICO Scheme.

14. HOS/G noted the importance of domestic and foreign investment flows in sustaining the region's economic recovery.
To mobilise surplus savings and strengthen financial intermediation in ASEAN, the HOS/G tasked their Finance Ministers
to develop active and deep capital markets, especially bond markets, throughout the region. This would also reduce
the vulnerability of ASEAN to external shocks.

15. The HSO/G were pleased that the 1999 ASEAN Investment Report has been published to provide the public with
useful analyses of the latest FDI trends and developments in ASEAN. This is one of ASEAN's deliverables for 1999,
emphasizing ASEAN's resolve to improve economic transparency in the region. Transparency is one of the core
elements of the ASEAN Framework Agreement on the ASEAN Investment Area and the ASEAN Agreement for the
Promotion and Protection of Investment.

16. The HOS/G are pleased with the launching of the e-ASEAN as a new initiative during the 31st ASEAN Economic
Ministers Meeting in Singapore in October 1999. This decision will help ASEAN improve its competitiveness in the global
market. The HOS/G noted that Mr. Roberto R. Romulo had been designated to lead the high-level Public-Private Task
Force on e-ASEAN which will be developing an action plan to implement the above-cited recommendations and to
foster an active collaboration between the private and public sectors with the objective of evolving an ASEAN e-space.
They also agreed to the establishment of free trade area (FTA) for goods, services, and investments for the info-com
industries under a new e-ASEAN agreement.

17. The HOS/G agreed that ASEAN should increase connectivity each other. They noted that ASEAN's HRD efforts could
be maximized through initiatives such as distance learning over the Internet, sharing of on-line library resources, and the
ASEAN Education Network.

18. The HOS/G welcomed the developments in the implementation of the various finance programmes listed in the
Hanoi Plan of Action. The progressive character of the discussions on the Reform of the International Financial
Architecture has been duly noted by the HOS/G as positive developments that would lead up to enhancing efficiency
and stability in financial markets and in promoting global economic activity.

19. The HOS/G recognised the launching of the ASEAN Surveillance Process (ASP) in March of this year as a major
milestone in ASEAN financial and monetary cooperation. They likewise noted progress in the conduct of the peer review
process of the economic situation in ASEAN and welcomed the support extended by the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) and the United Nations Development Programme to the ASP. The HOS/G directed their respective Ministers to
explore further options to strengthen regional support mechanisms.

20. The participation of the private sector was collectively acknowledged by the HOS/G as a vital element in crisis
prevention and crisis resolution. As such, they encouraged private sector inputs and contributions to the various
collective efforts of ASEAN. They also called for the expansion of initiatives that will further promote joint ventures and
linkages among small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and large-scale enterprises (LSEs).

Social Issues Including Social Safety Nets
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21. The HOS/G were pleased with the progress of work done in the implementation of ASEAN's Social Safety Net
Programmes. They expressed appreciation for the support of some of ASEAN's Dialogue Partners and international
organizations such as ADB, World Bank, and the IMF to these Programmes and other social development initiatives.
They noted the plan to adopt the ASEAN Joint Declaration on Socially Cohesive and Caring Societies at the ASEAN
Ministerial Meeting in July 2000 in Bangkok.

22. The HOS/G also welcomed the various collaborative work being undertaken by various ASEAN fora with
government organizations, non-government organizations, and international organizations in the conduct of projects that
will address the impact of the crisis and alleviate poverty. They likewise stressed the need to respond to other social
issues affecting the elderly, women, children, and other disadvantaged sectors, including general concerns on
employment, public health, and education.

23. Given these positive developments, they instructed their Ministers to explore other initiatives that would allow for
greater multilateral and international support to and participation in the programmes, taking into consideration the mutual
interests of ASEAN and international organizations in these areas of concern. One such initiative is in the area of HRD: a
tie-up between labor-exporting and labor-importing countries to create a skills training center, in partnership with the
private sector.

24. They acknowledged the effort of the ASEAN Secretariat in promoting these initiatives among ASEAN's Dialogue
partners and international organizations and called for sustained effort in this regard.

25. Acknowledging the serious impact of transnational crime on peace, prosperity, the well-being of the people, and
progress of ASEAN, the HOS/G committed to move forward and intensify individual and collective efforts to address
transnational crime, such as drug trafficking. They noted the importance of the early establishment of the ASEAN Center
for Combating Transnational Crime (ACTC) and the desirability of generating support from other international
organizations and countries, including ASEAN's Dialogue Partners.

26. The HOS/G affirmed their common commitment to improving the standards of living of the people as the primary
objective of all the reforms and the financial and economic cooperation activities being pursued within the ASEAN
processes and framework.

The Future Direction of ASEAN

27. The HOS/G view ASEAN as progressing beyond AFTA and moving towards higher levels of economic integration as
it faces the challenges of the new millennium.

28. They directed their Ministers to advance the work in this area, and report at the Informal Meeting in Singapore next
year.

29. The HOS/G emphasized the importance of efforts to prepare ASEAN for the challenges of globalization. They
directed the Ministers, with the assistance of the ASEAN Secretariat, to enhance the process of cross-sectoral interaction
to develop greater synergy.

30. To promote extra- ASEAN relations, the HOS/G likewise directed the Ministers to identify initiatives with other
multilateral organizations, regional groupings, and international organizations.

31. The HOS/G noted the convening of the Eminent Persons Group last June and welcomed its discussions on human
security, regional identity and resilience, and ASEAN outreach.

32. The HOS/G welcomed the Philippine initiative to strengthen cooperation and consultation among the countries in
East Asia to enhance peace, stability, and prosperity in the region. They agreed on its incorporation into the work of the
East Asia Vision Group (EAVG), which shall present its report on East Asian cooperation in the 21st century at the 7th
ASEAN Summit in Brunei in 2001.

International Economic Issues

33. The HOS/G looked forward to the successful conclusion of the Third WTO Ministerial Conference. They expressed
optimism that this Meeting would demonstrate the WTO's relevance as a vehicle for a more open, freer, and fairer
global trade and investment regime. They called for the full and effective implementation of the Uruguay Round
Agreements and expressed their support to the launch of a new Round of multilateral trade negotiations.
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34. The HOS/G agreed that negotiations on agriculture should aim at continuing the liberalization process of world
agricultural trade, including increased market access, elimination of export subsidies and trade-distorting domestic
support, taking into account the development needs of developing countries, including non-trade concerns and food
security.

35. The HOS/G called for the effective implementation of the special and differential treatment for developing countries.
They also underscored the importance of capacity building and technical assistance as essential elements to facilitate
the full participation of these countries in the WTO.

36. The HOS/G stressed the need for a more rapid WTO accession process for Cambodia, Laos, and Vietham. The
HOS/G welcomed China's impending admission into the WTO.

37. The HOS/G noted the contributions of APEC in strengthening regional economic cooperation and welcomed the
successful outcomes of the Auckland meetings. They recognized the firm direction and focus that APEC has given to
economic and technical cooperation towards strengthening capacity building efforts in the region.

38. They expressed full support for the APEC chairmanship of Brunei Darussalam next year and of Thailand in 2003.

39. The HOS/G recognized the importance of strengthening collaboration with other organizations and funding
institutions on health, human resources development, education, and poverty alleviation.
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Joint Communique of The 33rd ASEAN
Ministerial Meeting Bangkok, Thailand,
24-25 July 2000

1. The Foreign Ministers of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations convened at the 33rd ASEAI
Ministerial Meeting in Bangkok on 24-25 July 2000 under the chairmanship of His Excellency Dr. Suri
Pitsuwan, Foreign Minister of Thailand.

2. The Meeting was attended by all the Foreign Ministers of the ten ASEAN Member Countries an
Papua New Guinea. The Secretary-General of ASEAN was also in attendance. The representatives ¢
the Southern African Development Community and the United Nations Transitional Administration i
East Timor were also invited as guest of the host country. His Excellency Mr. Chuan Leekpai, Prim
Minister of Thailand, addressed the Ministers at the opening of the meeting.

3. The Foreign Ministers, at their meeting and at a Retreat among themselves, reviewed the situation i
Southeast Asia. They concluded that ASEAN had emerged from the global and financial difficulties ¢
1997 and 1998 stronger and more cohesive than before. ASEAN continued to be an effective force fc
regional peace and stability. At the same time, the Ministers acknowledged that the regional and nation:
measures being undertaken to make the region's economic recovery possible needed to be sustained
the recovery was to endure.

A COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT AGENDA

4. The Foreign Ministers recalled that the ASEAN Declaration was signed in Bangkok almost 33 yeai
ago on 8 August 1967, and that the organisation had grown from the five original members to nov
include all the ten countries in the region.

5. The Foreign Ministers reviewed some of the issues discussed at last year's Retreat in Singaport
including the need to maintain a united and relevant ASEAN, the future of the ARF and PMC, and th
emerging issues affecting regional peace and stability.

6. The Foreign Ministers discussed the challenges affecting the Association, in particular the region
geo-economic realities and the effects of globalisation. The Foreign Ministers exchanged views on hos
a more comprehensive development agenda in strengthening national resilience could better prepare th
region for the complexities and magnitude of globalisation, enhance the region's economi
competitiveness and advance the creation of caring societies called for in the ASEAN Vision 2020.

7. The Foreign Ministers discussed the main elements of a more comprehensive developmont agend:
including augmenting the process of greater outreach to the people, enhancing ASEAN's economi
integration; advancing the development of ASEAN as a concert of nations; and building a community ¢
peace.

8. The Foreign Ministers noted the importance of poverty eradication, heightening social and huma
resources development, promoting equitable growth, facilitating the participation of all sectors of societ
in community and national activities in realizing the objective of total human development. They agree
to propose that a portion of the Solidarity Fund in the ASEAN Foundation be used for human resource
development. They agreed that promoting a strong sense of ASEAN identity would enable ASEAN t
maintain its rich cultural heritage and promote ASEAN to the outside world.
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9. The Foreign Ministers expressed support for the efforts to promote the development of informatio
technology (IT) as a tool to foster 'knowledge-based' societies in ASEAN in such areas as e-literacy, ¢
education, e-health and e-development.

10. The foreign Ministers underscored the need to strengthen cooperation on transnational issue
affecting the region, especially those related to environment, trafficking in persons, trafficking of illic
drugs, transnational crime and HIV/AIDS.

11. While economic recovery was taking place, the Foreign Ministers noted that the situation remaine
volatile and stressed the need to continue the reform process, in public and private sectors, at nation:
and international levels. While noting that existing economic co-operation programmes had achieve
tangible results in integrating ASEAN economies into a unified market, the Foreign Ministers reiterate
the importance of maintaining the pace of ASEAN's economic integration.

12. In order to advance the goal of ASEAN as a concert of Southeast Asian nations, and as an effectiv
force of peace and stability in the region, the Foreign Ministers believed that it was essential t
strengthen ASEAN's cohesiveness and capacity to respond effectively to developments within an
outside the region. ASEAN must participate in the globalization debate in order to have a role in shapin
the process. Heightened efforts would also have to be exerted to promote constructive bilateral relation
and elevate ASEAN's interaction to a higher plane in the light of the increasing interdependence.

13. The Foreign Ministers noted with satisfaction, in the context of a more Comprehensive Developmer
Agenda, the progress made by the ASEAN committees and other bodies, including the ASEAI
Secretariat, in the realization of the Ha Noi Plan of Action (HPA) to implement the ASEAN Visio
2020. They expressed appreciation for the support made by Dialogue Partners, international financiz
and development institutions, and others in the international community to realize the HPA, and looke
forward to further productive discussions.

POLITICAL AND SECURITY COOPERATION

14. The Foreign Ministers reviewed the progress of ASEAN's political and security cooperation an
noted the efforts made in further strengthening intra-ASEAN relations. They shared the view that th
overall security environment in the Southeast Asian region remains stable and peaceful despite th
existence of certain challenges. They re-affirmed their commitment to ensuring that ASEAN continue
to play a prominent role in the promotion of peace and stability in Southeast Asia and in the wider Asic
Pacific region.

15. The Foreign Ministers reiterated the importance of the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation i
Southeast Asia (TAC) as a code of conduct governing relations among states in the region. The
welcomed the announcement made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Papua New Guinea at th
AMM that Papua New Guinea has now ratified the Second Protocol amending the TAC. With a
signatory, states having now ratified the Second Protocol, the Protocol has now entered into force. In th
light of this, they encouraged non-Southeast Asian states, particularly the Dialogue Partners, to acced
to the TAC as an expression of their commitment to the Treaty's purposes and principles in th
promotion of peace and stability. They also noted the progress being made to finalise the Draft Rules ¢
Procedure for the High Council under the TAC, and agreed to expedite efforts in this regard.

16. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the Progress made in implementing the Treaty on the Southea:s
Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ). They noted with satisfaction the establishment of all th
various organs under the Treaty and the work undertaken by these organs, including consultations wit
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

17. The Foreign Ministers urged the Nuclear Weapon States to accede to the Protocol to the SEAWF.
Treaty at an early date. They welcomed the announcement made by China at the PMC 10+1 i
Singapore in July 1999 of its readiness to accede to the Protocol, and called on the other Nuclec
Weapon States to exercise greater flexibility in the consultations on the Protocol.
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18. The Foreign Ministers noted the positive development in the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF
process, including the Intersessional Support Group on Confidence Building Measures, Th
Intersessional Meeting on Disaster Relief and other activities which contributed to enhancing mutuz
confidence and cooperation among countries in the ARF. They noted that while confidence-buildin
measures (CBMs) remain the primary focus of the ARF process, the ARF could advance in th
development of the overlap between CBMs and preventive diplomacy (PD) as well as the concepts an
principles of PD. In this regard, they stressed the importance of continued participation of defence an
military officials in the ARF process. They also reaffirmed ASEAN's determination to continue to be th
driving force of the ARF, and its resolve to intensify consultations and promote further progress of th
AREF as an effective and relevant forum for political and security dialogue and cooperation in the Asic
Pacific region. The Foreign Ministers also noted with appreciation the efforts being undertaken in Trac
II to generate ideas to move the ARF forward, and encouraged greater interaction between the ARF an
Track 1II fora.

19. Pursuant to the decision of the Third ASEAN Informal Summit, convened in Manila on 2
November 1999, on the proposal to set up an ASEAN Troika at the ministerial level, the Foreig
Ministers approved the Paper which sets out the principles and purposes, and the procedures for th
constitution of the ASEAN Troika.

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

20. The Foreign Ministers had a wide-ranging exchange of views on current regional and internation:
developments. They noted that the overall security environment was marked by a number of positiv
developments, including continued economic recovery and greater interactions and exchange betwee
and among regional countries. They were of the view that stable relations among the major powers ha
been a factor contributing to these positive developments. They stressed that it was particularl
important for the major powers to work together with countries of the Asia-Pacific to further enhanc
peace, stability and prosperity of the region.

21. The Foreign Ministers commended Indonesia for all its efforts in resolving the East Timor issue, an
noted the key role of the United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor (UNTAET) i
ensuring the territory's smooth transition to fall independence. They reaffirmed ASEAN's support fc
and encouraged the international community to remain engaged in, the process of reconciliatior
rehabilitation and reconstruction that is essential for a peaceful and stable East Timor.

22. The Foreign Ministers reiterated their continuing support for the sovereignty, territorial integrity an
national unity of Indonesia, which includes the Provinces of Aceh and Irian Jaya (Papua). The Foreig
Ministers commended the efforts and measures taken by the Indonesian Government to restore peac
and order. The Foreign Ministers reaffirmed that the stability and prosperity of Indonesia woul
positively contribute to the peace, stability and prosperity of the Asian region as a whole.

23. The Foreign Ministers reaffirmed their "One China" policy. On the matter of Cross-Straits relation:
they expressed the hope to see positive developments.

24. The Foreign Ministers welcomed progress being made towards the adoption of a Code of Conduct i
the South China Sea which would be an important contribution to confidence-building and enhancin
dialogue and understanding between ASEAN and China. They noted ongoing efforts by ASEAN an
China, particularly the informal consultations between both sides in Hua Hin, Thailand, on 15 Marc
2000 and the First Meeting of the Working Group of the ASEAN-China Senior Officials Consultation
on the Code of Conduct in Kuala Lumpur on 26 May 2000. They were encouraged that the Meeting i
Kuala Lumpur agreed to a consolidated working draft of the Code of Conduct in the South China Se
which would provide the basis for achieving further progress in the discussions by the Working Group.

25. The Foreign Ministers, welcomed the commitment of all parties concerned to resolving disputes 1
the South China Sea by peaceful means in accordance with the recognized principles of internation:
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law, including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), as well as to ensurin
the freedom of navigation in the area. They encouraged all parties concerned to continue to exercise se.
-restraint in the conduct of their activities and refrain from taking any action that may disturb the peac
and stability in the area. They recognized the positive contribution of the bilateral and multilater:
consultations among the parties concerned at the intergovernmental level, the extensive consultations ¢
the ASEAN-China Dialogue and the regular exchange of views in the ARF, and the ongoing Inform:
Workshops on Managing Potential Conflicts in the South China Sea and encouraged their continuance.

26. The Foreign Ministers reaffirmed that peace and stability in the Korean Peninsula was crucial to th
security of the region as a whole. They welcomed the Summit between the leaders of the Democrati
People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) and the Republic of Korea (ROK) in Pyongyang on 13-15 Jun
2000, and hoped that the momentum would be carried forward with a view to achieving enduring peac
and stability in the Korean Peninsula and reunification of the two countries. They noted with satisfactio
the efforts by the DPRK to improve relations with its neighbours, as well as ASEAN member countrie:
and to enhance its interaction with the wider international community. In this regard, they looke
forward to the participation of the DPRK at the 7th ARF in Bangkok on 26-27 July 2000. Further, the
continued to express support for the Four-Party Talks and the Korean Peninsula Energy Developmer
Organization (KEDO).

27. The Foreign Ministers reaffirmed their support for the Middle East Peace Process. They welcome
the decision by all parties concerned to continue negotiations at Camp David Middle East Summit, an
hoped for a positive outcome. They reiterated the importance of ensuring full implementation of th
pledges and commitments made at the Madrid Conference by all parties concerned. Welcoming th
Sharm El Sheik Agreement and relevant positive developments regarding the resolution of final statu
issues by September 2000, they also called for full implementation of all relevant United Nation
Resolutions.

28. The Foreign Ministers stressed the importance of strengthening the Non-Aligned Movement in orde
to enable it to effectively reinforce its ability to represent the interests and aspirations of the developin
world. They noted with satisfaction the successful outcome of the 13th Ministerial Conference of th
Non-Aligned Movement held in Cartagena on 8-9 April 2000 and the First South Summit held i
Havana on 12-14 April 2000 which, inter alia, reaffirms South-South Cooperation as an essentic
mechanism for promoting the sustainable economic self-support among developing countries.

29. The Foreign Ministers noted that discussions on the reform of the United Nations were sti
continuing. They reiterated the view that reform and expansion of the UN Security council should b
considered in tandem, with a view to enhancing the representativeness, effectiveness, transparency an
accoun-tability of the UN Security Council. They looked forward to the convening of the Millenniur
Summit of the United Nations on 6-8 September 2000.

30. The Foreign Ministers reiterated the importance of achieving universal adherence to th
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) and the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT
They welcomed the convening of the NPT Review Conference 2000 in New York on 24 April-19 Ma
2000 and hoped that it would create a momentum towards the implementation of concrete measures o
nuclear disarmament by the Nuclear Weapon States. In this regard, the Foreign Ministers affirmed th
unanimous conclusion of the Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice of 8 July 1996 th:
"there exists an obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to a conclusion negotiations leading t
nuclear disarmament in all its aspects under strict and effective international control."

31. The Foreign Ministers stressed the importance for all states which had not ratified acceded to th
Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) to consider doing so at the earliest opportunity and noted th
progress in negotiating a verification Protocol to strengthen the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC
by the Ad Hoc Group of the State Parties to the BWC.
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32. The Foreign Ministers emphasized the importance of greater regional and international cooperatio
in dealing with the rise of transnational crime, which threatens the economic prosperity and stability ¢
the region. They welcomed the efforts of the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime t
strengthen the regional capabilities to deal with this problem and expedite the process leading to th
establishment of the ASEAN Centre for Combating Transnational Crime. In this regard, they noted th
progress being made towards the completion of the elaboration of the United Nations Conventio
against Transnational Organized Crime and its 3 additional Protocols. They also welcomed th
contribution of the Asia-Pacific Ministerial Seminar on "Building Capacities for Fighting Transnation:
Organized Crime" held in Bangkok on 20-21 March 2000 in promoting regional cooperation on thi
issue.

33. In recalling the decision of the 26th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting held in Singapore on 23-24 Jul
1993 to consider the establishment of an appropriate regional mechanism on human rights, the Foreig
Ministers noted with appreciation the consultations between the ASEAN Senior Officials and th
Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism. They also noted the establishment of
national mechanism on human rights in some ASEAN countries.

EAST ASIA COOPERATION

34. The Foreign Ministers were gratified by the steady momentum of East Asian cooperation within th
context of the ASEAN+3 forum with China, Japan and the Republic of Korea and in accordance wit
the Joint Statement on East Asia Cooperation, which the ASEAN+3 Leaders issued in Manila las
November. They considered this process, which now includes annual summits and cooperation :
various levels and in several sectors, as contributing significantly to the political and economic stabilit
of East Asia. They noted with satisfaction the rapid growth of cooperation activities under th
ASEAN+3 Framework for East Asia Cooperation, especially in trade, economic and financiz
cooperation.

35. The Foreign Ministers looked forward to their own meeting with the Foreign Ministers of Chin:
Japan and the Republic of Korea on 26 July. They hoped to intensify cooperation in such areas as huma
resources development, science and technology, culture and information, health and transnational issue:
They looked, forward to exploring mechanisms and modalities for strengthening cooperation in th
implementation of the Joint Statement on East Asia Cooperation as well as promoting peace an
stability in East Asia.

SUSTAINABLE RECOVERY THROUGH RESILIENCE AND INTEGRATION

36. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the continued strengthening of economic recovery in the regior
noting that ASEAN's economy grew by 4.6% in 1999, compared to a contraction of 4.4% a year earlie
and is projected to grow by 4.5-5% this year. ASEAN's exports also recovered, growing by 6.4% fror
US$322.8 billion in 1998 to US$343.4 billion in 1999. They acknowledged that much of th
improvement in ASEAN's economic performance can be attributed to on-going reforms, increase
exports, return of private sector's confidence, domestic demand stimulation as well as progress mad
towards regional economic integration which has created an environment conducive to greater trade an
investment in the region. They expressed confidence that continuation of such efforts and stabl
conditions would enhance regional resilience and ensure sustainable recovery.

37. The Foreign Ministers noted that advancement of ASEAN's economic integration was one of the ke
topics raised during the Third ASEAN Informal Summit in Manila last November, addressing suc
issues as acceleration of the ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA) and trade in services, implementation ¢
the ASEAN Investment Area (AIA) and the ASEAN Industrial Cooperation (AICO) Scheme as well a
the new "e-ASEAN initiative." Progress on financial cooperation, energy interconnections an
transportation linkages were also highlighted. These and other cooperation activities being carried ot
serve to underline the comprehensive and steady integration of the ASEAN economies into a combine
market of over 500 million people.

http://www.asean.org/communities/asean-political-security-community/item/joint-commun... 2/10/2014



Annex 138
Joint Communique of The 33rd ASEAN Ministerial Meeting Bangkok, Thailand, 24-25 J... Page 6 of 9

38. In this connection, the Foreign Ministers welcomed the idea by Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai t
hold the ASEAN Trade Fair, which would help to attract increased trade into the region. The propose
ASEAN Trade Fair would be rotated among the ASEAN capitals every three years. They agreed t
commend it to the relevant Ministers for consideration.

39. The Foreign Ministers recalled the decision of the ASEAN Leaders at the Third ASEAN Informe
Summit to eliminate all import duties on intra-ASEAN trade by 2010 for the six original signatories t
the AFTA Agreement and by 2015 for the four new signatories with some flexibility. They noted the
the sensitive unprocessed agricultural products will be phased into the tariff reduction scheme beginnin
in 2001. The Foreign Ministers noted that a modality is being worked out to deal with countrie
experiencing real difficulties in meeting their obligations under the CEPT Scheme for AFTA in
manner that is consistent with AFTA and GATT rules and principles, while upholding the fundament:
goal of achieving an ASEAN free trade area.

40. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the efforts made to enhance ASEAN's industrial cooperation. The
recognized the key role played by SMEs in ASEAN's recovery and economic growth, and were please
that regional cooperation in the development of SMEs sector is being actively pursued in such areas a
ASEAN SMEs database and SMEs skills development and training.

41. The Foreign Ministers were encouraged by the progress of the discussions on the liberalisation ¢
intra-regional trade in services. They also welcomed the intensification of joint efforts to promot
investments in the ASEAN Investment Area, in particular the successful conclusion of the ASEAN joir
promotion missions to Japan in February 2000, and to the US and Europe in May 2000, which attracte
participants from a large number of companies in various sectors, including finance and banking.

42. The Foreign Ministers were pleased to note that the Third ASEAN Informal Summit had endorse
the "e-ASEAN initiative" aimed at developing competencies among ASEAN countries in informatio
and communications technology in order to enhance their competitiveness in the global economy. The
noted the work done by the e-ASEAN Task Force in formulating the broad-based and comprehensiv
action plan, which includes measures to narrow the digital divide within the region. They also noted th
effort to establish a free trade area for goods, services and investment for information an
communications industries under a new e-ASEAN Agreement.

43. The Foreign Ministers welcomed the progress made to develop a region-wide transportatio
network, which will comprise 23 ASEAN highway routes, 46 shipping ports and some 30 custom
airports. They also noted the progress made in the work on all the remaining implementing protocols fc
the ASEAN Framework Agreement on the Facilitation of Goods in Transit, as well as the dra
Framework Agreement on the Facilitation of Inter-state Transport and the draft Framework Agreemer
on Multimodal Transport,

44. The Foreign Ministers noted with satisfaction the significant progress made in the operation of th
ASEAN Surveillance Process and the strengthening of monetary and financial cooperation in East Asi:
which have contributed to the region's economic and financial stability. They welcomed the Chiang Mz
Initiative launched by ASEAN+3 Finance Ministers in May 2000, as a start to establishing a region:
financing arrangement to supplement the existing international facilities. This Initiative involves a
expanded ASEAN Swap Arrangement and networks of bilateral swap and repurchase agreemer
facilities among ASEAN+3 countries. They looked forward to the study by the ASEAN Secretariat o
other appropriate mechanisms that could enhance ability to provide sufficient and timely financic
support to ensure financial stability in East Asia.

45. The Foreign Ministers noted with appreciation the efforts being undertaken to support and assist ney
Member Countries in their integration into the regional and global trading system, including through th
promotion and development of the Mekong Basin including the West-East Corridor (WEC). In thi
regard, they welcomed the proclamation by ESCAP in June this year of the "Decade of the Greate
Mekong Sub-region Development, 2000-2009" as a means to mobilise international support an
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cooperation for the development of the region in a coherent and comprehensive manner. They were als
pleased that the Second ASEAN-Mekong Basin Development Co-operation (AMBDC) Ministeric
Meeting held in Ha Noi on 4 - 5 July 2000 was able to revitalize interest in the AMBDC project:
including the Singapore-Kunming Railway Link.

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ISSUES

46. The Foreign Ministers agreed that in moving the WTO process forward, the existing Uruguay Roun
Agreements must be implemented, particularly those related to the use of anti-dumping and sanitary an
phytosanitary measures for protectionist purposes. They called on the WTO to simplify and accelerat
the accession process for Cambodia, Lao PDR and Viet Nam.

47. The Foreign Ministers renewed the ASEAN call for a wider participation of developing countries 1
the reform of the international financial architecture as well as the urgency in the implementation of th
reform. They emphasized the need to review the rules of the international financial institutions as well a
the international regulatory bodies and, if necessary, to further strengthen their capacity and capability t
contain and resolve future financial crises.

ASIA PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERATION

48. The Foreign Ministers reiterated their support for Brunei Darussalam in preparing for and hostin
the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Meetings in November under the theme "Delivering t
the Community". They joined Brunei Darussalam in placing particular emphasis on building capacity t
both underpin the region's economic recovery and to enable all economies to take up the nev
opportunities arising from the information and communication technology development.

ASIA-EUROPE MEETING

49. The Foreign Ministers looked forward to a successful Third Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM 3) to b
held in Seoul on 19-21 October 2000. They expressed the hope that ASEM 3 would lay the foundatio
for the reinvigoration of the comprehensive Asia-Europe Partnership in the post-crisis era in order fc
Asia and Europe to meet new challenges more effectively. They looked forward to achieving
substantive outcome at the Meeting with a long-term vision to promote a closer relationship between th
two regions.

PEOPLE ORIENTED APPROACH

50. The Foreign Ministers expressed support for the "Healthy ASEAN 2020" Vision Statement issued b
the 5th ASEAN Health Ministers Meeting to strengthen ASEAN collaboration for a healthier an
stronger ASEAN in the year 2020. They agreed to work towards realizing the recommendations mad
by the ASEAN Health Ministers at their meeting in Yogyakarta in April 2000 that the HIV/AIDS issue
be included for discussion at the 4th ASEAN Informal Summit in November 2000 and that an ASEAI
HIV/AIDS Summit be convened in conjunction with the 7th ASEAN Summit to be held in 2001.

51. In protecting the interest and welfare of workers facing the rapid changes brought about b
globalisation, the Foreign Ministers noted with satisfaction the Vision and Mission Statement issued b
the 14th ASEAN Labour Ministers' Meeting in Manila in May 2000 to forge closer regional integratio
for a more progressive ASEAN in the 21st Century, and to address the labour and employment prioritie
arising from ASEAN's recovery process. They also noted that the emphasis on training and retraining
manpower planning, strengthened tripartite consultation and greater social protection for workers wi
provide an enabling environment conducive to employment generation, and would greatly assist th
overall regional effort to build a firmer and more balanced foundation for processing sustainable socic
and economic progress.

52. The Foreign Ministers noted the commitment of the ASEAN Ministers on Rural Development an
Poverty Eradication to ensure that mutual learning and sharing of beat practices and lesson learnt as we
as delivering of social safety net measures and other measures promoting social resilience and cohesio
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in Member Countries would contribute to developing ASEAN into a community of caring societies, thu
fostering greater ASEAN solidarity and advancing the goals of regional integration. They were als
encouraged by its decision to promote meaningful participation of the poor and marginalised in the nev
global economy, especially through improved access to social services and to information technology.

53. The Foreign Ministers took note of the decision by the ASEAN Ministers for Science an
Technology to augment the ASEAN Science Fund, as manifesting ASEAN's earnest commitment t
support regional science and technology development and propel ASEAN as a world player into th
knowledge economy of the 21st century.

54. The Foreign Ministers reaffirmed their full support for the ongoing cooperation being undertaken b
the ASEAN Ministers on the Environment to strengthen regional efforts to effectively addres
environmental protection and sustainable development issues. They hailed the launching of the ASEAI
Environment Year 2000 campaign under the theme "Our Heritage, Our Future". They noted the progres
and achievements of the ASEAN Regional Centre for Bio-Diversity Conservation (ARCBC). The
expressed support for the preparation of the ASEAN Framework Agreement on Access to Genetic an
Biological Resources to help regulate and facilitate proper bio-prospecting endeavours in ASEAN fc
mutual and equitable benefits between the concerned parties.

55. The Foreign Ministers noted the efforts made in implementing the Regional Haze Action Plan, an
underlined the importance of strong commitments and concerted efforts of the Haze Technical Tas
Force of the ASEAN Senior Officials on the Environment in dealing with the regional haze problen
including formulation of an ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution, establishment of th
coordination and support unit for the Regional Haze Action Plan and strengthening of the capacity ¢
ASEAN specialized Meteorological Centre in Singapore. They also expressed appreciation for the activ
support of the Asian Development Bank and some Dialogue Countries.

56. The Foreign Ministers took note of the threat from drug abuse and drug trafficking on the securit
and stability of the ASEAN region, particularly its relations with transnational crime. They urge
Member Countries to enhance joint efforts among all affected states in combating the drug menacs
especially the newly emerging drugs like Methamphetamine or Amphetamine - Type Stimulants (ATS
In this regard, they agreed to advance the target year for realising a drug-free ASEAN from 2020 t
2015.

57. The Foreign Ministers signed the Joint Declaration for a Socially Cohesive and Caring ASEANMN
which embodies ASEAN's resolve to cooperate in ensuring that the people of ASEAN of all ages an
groups, including the disadvantaged and the specially vulnerable, have access to opportunities to creat
for themselves a decent and productive life.

58. In acknowledging that the conservation and cultivation of Southeast Asia's cultural heritage are vite
for binding ASEAN together and for developing among ASEAN's people a sense of their commo
destiny, the Foreign Ministers signed the ASEAN Declaration on Cultural Heritage.

EXTERNAL RELATIONS

59. The Foreign Ministers commended the work of the Special ASEAN Directors-General Workin
Group on Dialogue Relationships and endorsed their recommendations to strengthen ASEAN dialogu
relations and mechanisms including the PMC process. The Foreign Ministers agreed to extend th
moratorium on new dialogue partnerships to allow ASEAN to consolidate its existing dialogu
relationships. Recognising the interest of other countries in establishing ties with ASEAN and in lin
with its outward-looking orientation, the Foreign Ministers requested the ASEAN Standing Committe
to develop new modalities for cooperation.

60. The Foreign Ministers reiterated their support for Lao PDR in preparing for and hosting the 13t
ASEAN-European Union Ministerial Meeting to be held later this year in Vientiane. They expressed th
hope that the Meeting would help reinvigorate ASEAN-EU relations.
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61. Following the first-ever ASEAN-UN Summit in Bangkok in February 2000, the foreign Ministet
called for greater collaboration with the UN and other international organizations, to address glob:
issues and tap global expertise for the realisation of ASEAN goals. They also agreed on the need t
further strengthen cooperation between ASEAN and ESCAP.

62. The Foreign Ministers noted the outcome of the G-8 Summit held in Okinawa, Japan on 21-22 Jul
2000. They welcomed the initiative taken by the late Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi and further pursue
by Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori of Japan to invite representatives from developing countries as well a
international and regional organizations to meet with G-8 leaders, as a means to strengthen North-Sout
cooperation. They noted with appreciation that Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai of Thailand was invite
to a briefing session with G-8 leaders in Tokyo on 20 July 2000 prior to the Summit, as Thailan
currently held the chairmanship of the ASC and UNCTAD X.

63. The Foreign Ministers acknowledged the continued support of the Dialogue Partners, internation:
financial institutions, United Nations agencies, foundations and non-governmental organizations in th
implementation of the HPA. They pointed out that ASEAN would still require a great deal more ¢
resources and technical expertise to carry out the remaining HPA activities, including the new Membe
Countries economic integration in ASEAN and the development of the Mekong Sub-region.

64. The Foreign Ministers expressed hope that the Dialogue Partners would accord a high priority t
supporting the recovery and growth of ASEAN by cooperating with ASEAN in trade, investmen
market access, human resources development, science and technology, information technology, th
environment and social and cultural development. They emphasized the importance of international an
multilateral cooperation in combating transnational crimes.

Tweet Like { 0
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. Chairman's Statement of the 7th Meeting of ASEAN
Regional Forum, Bangkok, 27 July 2000

Chairman's Statement
The Seventh Meeting of the ASEAN Regional Forum

Bangkok, 27 July 2000

1. The Seventh Meeting of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) was held in Bangkok on 27 July 2000.
The Meeting was chaired by Dr. Surin Pitsuwan, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of
Thailand.

2. The Meeting was attended by the Foreign Ministers of all ARF participating countries or their
representatives. The Secretary- General of ASEAN was also present. The List of Delegates appears as
ANNEX A.

3. The Ministers welcomed the participation for the first time of the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea (DPRK) at the Seventh ARF Ministerial Meeting in Bangkok. With regard to the issue of
membership, the Ministers reaffirmed the decision taken at the Fifth ARF and agreed that with the
current 23 participants, the focus should now be on consolidating the process of dialogue and
cooperation among the present participants of the ARF.

Overview of the ARF Process

4. The Ministers noted with satisfaction the significant progress which the ARF had made in terms of
enhancing political and security dialogue and cooperation within the Asia-Pacific region. In the context
of the circumstances prevailing in the region, they noted that the ARF participants were able not only to
engage in a free flowing and productive exchange of views with a greater comfort level, but also to
address, in a constructive manner, key political and security issues with bearing on regional -peace and
stability, including new issues. that have emerged as a result of globalization. The Ministers emphasized
the importance of confidence-building measures (CBMs) to the. overall ARF process and agreed that
such efforts be intensified. They also welcomed the progress in the implementation of the proposals in
the overlap between CBMs and Preventive Diplomacy (I'D) as well as the continued efforts to develop
concept and principles of PD as to be applicable to the ARF context. In this regard, the Ministers agreed
that these developments had enhanced the continuity and relevancy of the ARF process.

5. The Ministers reaffirmed that as it moved forward, the ARF should continue to develop at a pace
comfortable to all participants, decision be made by consensus, and confidence-building remain key to
the process. The Ministers expressed support to ASEAN in exercising its leading role in the ARF. At the
same time, they also concurred that it was incumbent upon each ARF participant to contribute to
advancing the ARF process.

6. Inrecalling the decision of the Sixth ARF in July 1999 on the overlap between CBMs and PD, the
Ministers, noted the progress in the implementation of the enhanced role for the ARF Chairman in
liaising with external partiesand promoting interaction between Track I and Track II. The Ministers
noted that as Chair of the ARF, Thailandhad initiated informal contact with the United Nations, the
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Organization of American States (OAS) and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE). They agreed to consider how these links could be further followed up by exchanging of
information and sharing of experiences. At the same time, recognizing the contribution of non-ARF
Track II activities, particularly the Council for Security Cooperation in the Asia-Pacific (CSCAP), the
Ministers noted that the ARF Chair, carrying out the enhanced role, could serve as a useful channel for
the ARF to draw on the resources of these Track II fora. In this regard, the Ministers welcomed the
informal contact that had been established between the ARF and CSCAP through the ARF Chair. In
addition, as a practical step in further enhancing the role of the ARF Chair, the Ministers agreed that the
ARF Chair could serve as a conduit for information sharing in between ARF meetings, thus enabling the
AREF participants to exchange information relevant to the ARF in a timelymanner and on a voluntary
basis.

7. The Ministers welcomed theestablishment of the ARF Register of Experts/Eminent Persons to be
available for use by ARF members on the voluntary basis. In proceeding on this matter, they agreed
thatpending further discussions andagreement on the terms of reference for the Register, the ARF
participants proceed with collating nominations of experts/eminent persons for the Register on a
voluntary basis with the ARF Chair serving as a focal point.

8. The Ministers welcomed the first volume of the ARF Annual Security Outlook (ASO), produced by
individual participants on a voluntary basis at the Track I level and compiled without editing by the ARF
Chair. They shared the viewthat the ASO could help promote confidence, understanding and
transparency as well as facilitating the exchange of views among ARF participants. While noting the
voluntary nature of the ASO, it was hoped that the production of ASO, should be an annual exercise and
that the ARF participants try to further enhance the value of ASO, to the ARF process.

9. TheMinisters noted the importance of the participation of defence and military officials in the ARF
process. They therefore welcomed the contribution of greater and active interaction among defence and
military officials towards the promotion of mutual understanding and transparency and encouraged
continued participation of defence and military officials in all relevant ARF activities.

Highlights of Issues Discussed

10.  The Ministers reviewed the political and security situation in the Asia-Pacific, region since the
Sixth ARF in July 1999 and had a substantive exchange of views on security perceptions and major
political and security issues that impact on regional security environment. The discussions were
conducted in an open and friendly atmosphere, thereby contributing further towards better understanding
and confidence among ARF participants.

11. The Ministers shared the views that the overall security environment of the Asia-Pacific region
was marked by a number of positive developments, including continued recovery from the economic
and financial crisis and greater interaction and exchanges between and among countries in the region.
Theyfurther noted that while the security outlook for the Asia-Pacific region remained positive, there
were uncertainties and challenges which would increasingly require the attention of the ARF,
particularly those posed by globalization. In this regard, the Ministers felt that it was timely that
Thailand initiated the discussions on security implications of globalization, which was pertinent to the
efforts within the context of the ARF. It was noted that in addressing regional security issues, the ARF
should give due consideration to economic, social and human components of security, and the need to
promote regional cooperation.

12.  The Ministers discussed both the positive effects and the repercussions brought about by
globalization, including greater economic interdependence among nations and multiplication of security
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issues. It was felt that in responding to globalization, it was necessary for nations to strengthen their
individual and collective capacities to meet the various challenges affecting their common security.
They further agreed on the need for the countries in the region to continue efforts, through dialogue and
cooperation, at national and international levels in addressing economic, social and political impacts of
globalization so as to ensure sustained economic and social development. It was also essential to
strengthen cooperation within such regional frameworks as the ARF in order to enhance international
peace and security.

13.  The Ministers emphasized that the constructive roles of and stable relations between the major
powers remained significant to regional peace and stability. They wclcomed the recent improvement in
these relations, including regular dialogue and exchange of visits at the heads of state/government level.
In this regard, they expressed the hope that such a trend would continue.

14. The Ministers also welcomed the summit meetings held during the Informal Meeting of the Heads
of State/Government of ASEAN in Manila on 28 November 1999, particularly the Meeting between the
Heads of State/Government of ASEAN Member States, the People's Republic of China (PRC). Japan
and the Republic of Korea (ROK),.,as well as the informal breakfast meeting of the leaders of the three
Northeast Asian countries.. The Ministers also welcomed the adoption of the Joint Statement on Fast
Asia Cooperation by the. ASEAN+3 Summit in Manila on 28 November 1999 as a contribution towards
regional cooperation as well as peace, stability and prosperity of the region in the long term.

15. The Ministers recognized the purposes and principles contained in the Treaty of Amity and
Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC) as a basis for the promotion of cooperation, amity, and friendship
within Southeast Asia. The Ministers also noted the progress, made on strengthening the TAC as an
instrument of peace in Southeast Asia and the process of consideration by non-Southeast Asian countries
to accede to the TAC. They also noted the entry into force of the Second Protocol amending the TAC.

16. The Ministers welcomed the progress regarding the implementation of the Treaty on the Southeast
Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWEFZ), which contributed towards non-proliferation of nuclear
weapons. They welcomed in particular the operation of the Commission for SEANWFZ and the
Executive Committee for SEANWFZ, and the dialogue between the State Parties to the Treaty and the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), as provided for in the Treaty. The Ministers also
expressed support for the continued consultations between the State Parties of the SEANWFZ Treaty
and the, Nuclear Weapon States regarding the latter's accession I to the Protocol to the Treaty.

17. The Ministers agreed that a united democratic and economically prosperous Indonesia was
fundamental to the maintenance of regional security. In this context, they emphasized their support for
Indonesia's territorial integrity.

18.  The Ministers reviewed developments in East Timor while the welcomed the positive trends
which had taken place there as well as cooperation between Indonesia and the United Nations
Transitional Administration in East Timor (UNTAET). They deplored the death of a UN peacekeeper in
East Timor. The Ministers stressed the need for the international community to help East Timor promote
peace, stability and prosperity during the latter's transition to full independence, which would contribute
to the overall stability of the region. The Ministers also underscored the need for continued international
attention to and support for the reconstruction, rehabilitation and nation building of East Timor as well
as cooperation with the UNTAET.

19.  With regard to the situation in the South China Sea, the Ministers encouraged the exercise of self-

restraint by all countries concerned and the promotion of confidence building measures in this area, and
welcomed their commitment to resolving disputes by peaceful means in accordance with the recognized
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principles of international. law, including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS), as well as to ensuring the freedom of navigation in this area. The Ministers welcomed
dialogue and consultations, particularly dialogue in the ASEAN-China Senior Officials Consultations,
the exchange of views in the ARF, as well us in the Informal Workshop on Managing Potential Conflicts
in the South China Sea. The Ministers welcomed in particular the on-going efforts between ASEAN and
China to develop and adopt the Regional Code of Conduct in the South China Sea.

20. The Ministers welcomed the appointment of Mr. Razali Ismail as Special Envoy of the UN
Secretary-General for Myanmar. In this regard, they welcomed his visit to Myanmar on 29 June - 3 July
2000, during which Mr. Razali met with the leaders of the Myanmar Government and parties concerned,
They welcomed the results of the visit, particularly the constructive dialogue initiated and hoped that
this would. facilitate positive developments.

21.  The Ministers noted with satisfaction the positive developments on the Korean Peninsula.,
including the increased dialogue and exchanges between the Democratic People's Republic of Korea
(DPRK) and several ARF countries. The Ministers welcomed in particular the historic Summit between
the leaders of the DPRK and the ROK held in Pyongyang on 13-15 June 2000 and expressed their
support for the "June 15 North-South Joint Declaration", the first agreement signed by the two leaders
since the division of Korea in 1945. In this regard, the Ministers were of the view that the Summit
represented a turning point in inter-Korean relations, and that the on-going momentum of dialogue and
interaction would be carried forward with a view to achieving lasting peace and eventual reunification
on the. Korean Peninsula. The Ministers also expressed the hope for further efforts by all parties
concerned within the frameworks of inter-Korean dialogue, the USDPRK and Japan-DPRK talks, the
Four-Party Talks and broader international efforts, as well as for further positive developments
regarding the temporary moratorium by the DPRK on missile test launches and for the full
implementation of the 1994 Agreed Framework, including the work of the Korean Peninsula Energy
Development Organization (KEDO).

22.  The Ministers exchanged views on situation in South. Asia and some expressed their continuing
concern. The Ministers expressed the hope that efforts be made to bring about positive developments in
the region.

23.  The Ministers took note of developments in the South Pacific in view of their implications for the
overall security with the ARF geographical footprint. They welcomed the efforts of the new Solomon
Islands government to bring together the parties for discussions aimed at establishing a cease-fire. The
Ministers noted a cease-fire was a first step towards the restoration of law and order. The Ministers also
welcomed the recent release of the hostages in Fiji, but noted the interest of ARF countries in an early
return to democratic government.

24.  The Ministers discussed matters related to proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their
means of delivery, as well as the implications of ballistic missile defence systems, They noted
expressions of support for the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). In this regard, they noted the
outcome of the NPT Review Conference, convened in New York on 24 April - 19 May 2000. The
Ministers also took note of the call for all states to sign and ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT) and to accede to the NPT and the call made in the NPT Review Conference Final Document on
the Conference on Disarmament to agree on a programme of work which includes the immediate
commencement of negotiations on the Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty. The Ministers further
emphasized the importance of systematic and progressive effirt3 by Nuclear Weapon States on nuclear
disarmament and called on them to work towards the objective of total elimination of nuclear weapons.
TheMeeting noted further the recent adoption by the Mongolian Parliament of a Law on its Nuclear
Weapon-Free Status as an important unilateral measure undertaken by Mongolia in pursuance of the UN
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General Assembly resolution A/53/77D on “Mongolia's international security and nuclear weapon-free
status”.

25. The Ministers reiterated their support for the work of the Ad Hoc Group of States Parties to the
Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) on the negotiations on a verification protocol for the BWC and
their call for a speedy conclusion of the said negotiations.

26. The Ministers discussed issues pertaining to transnational crime, especially issues of piracy,
illegal migration, including trafficking in human persons, particularly women and children, and illicit
trafficking in small arms. They recognized that these transnational issues could not only pose challenges
to regional peace and stability, but also impair individual countries' efforts in promoting national
economic development and improving people's livelihood. Hence, cooperative approaches were
necessary to deal with these problems. They also noted the seriousness of the implications of drug
production and trafficking as well as the need to address other issues such as money laundering, corrupt-
ion and computer crime. The Ministers underlined the importance of greater bilateral, regional and
international cooperative efforts in this regard. The Ministers also expressed support for the on-going
negotiations on the Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocols as well as the
convening of the International Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All
Its Aspects in 2001. They nonetheless noted that the extent of the impact of transnational crime
problems differ across regions, In this Context, the Ministers agreed that the ARF continue to address
transnational crime issues, which affect security of the Asia-Pacific region, and explore how the ARF
could increase regional awareness and complement the work undertaken in other existing fora.

Reports of Track I and II Activities for the Current Inter-sessional Year
(July 1999 - July 2000) Track I

27.  The Ministers noted with satisfaction the, successful implementation of Track I and II activities
during the current inter-sessional year (July1999-2000). They noted in particular the reports of the
following major Track I activities:

e Co-Chairmen's Summary Report of the Inter-sessional Support Group on Confidence-Building
Measures (ISG on CBMs), co-chaired by Singapore and Japan, held in Tokyo on 13-14 November
1999 and in Singapore on 5-6 April 2000 (Annex B)

e Co-Chairmen's Report of the Fourth Inter-sessional Meeting on Disaster Relief (ISM on DR), co-
chaired by Vietnam and Russia, hold in Hanoi on 4-6 May 2000 (ANNEX C).

28.  The Ministers commended the work of the ISG on CBMs and the ISM on DR in contributing to
the advancement of the ARF process. They endorsed the recommendation contained in the, above-
mentioned reports.

29. The Ministers also noted that the following Track I activities took place under the auspices of the
ISG on CBMs:

o Third ARF Meeting of Heads of Defence Universities, Colleges and institutions in Ulan Bator on
22-24 September 1999;

e ARF Professional Training Programme on China's Security Policy in Beijing on 10-19 October

1999;

ARF Seminar on the Law of Armed Conflict in Newcastle on 13-17 December 1999;

ARF Defence Language :School Seminar in Melbourne on 28-31 March 2000;

ARF Expert Group Meeting on Transnational Crime in Singapore on 4 April 2000;

ARF Professional Development Programme in Bandar Seri Begawan on 23-28 April 2000;
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e Conclusion of the ARFNET study group.

30. The Ministers noted that the ARF Train the Trainers Seminar. “Towards Common Approaches to
Training in Disaster Relief” was held in Bangkok on 25-28 January 2000 under the auspices of the ISM
on DR.

Track II

31. The Ministers took note of the ARF Track II Expert Meeting on Pacific Concord in Moscow on
21-22 February 2000 and the work-in-progress on the draft Pacific Concord. In this regard, they
welcomed the joint work at the Track II level between Russia and the ASEAN-Institutes of Strategic and
International Studies (ISIS). Hope was expressed that further efforts would be made with a view to
advancing the idea of a Pacific Concord within the ARF framework.

Programme of Work for the Next Inter-sessional Year (July 2000 - July 2001)

32. The Ministers agreed that the ISG on CBMs continue their work and welcomed the offer by
Malaysia and the ROK to co-chair the ISG on CBMs in the next inter-sessional year. They also agreed
that the Meeting of ARF Expert Group on Transnational Crime be convened in conjunction with the first
meeting of the ISO on CBMs to further explore the ARF’s role and contribution In addressing
transnational crime.

33. The Ministers endorsed the programme of work for the next inter-sessional year as contained in
ANNEX D.

Future Direction of the ARF Process

34. The Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to promoting the ARF as an effective and relevant
forum for political and security dialogue and cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region. They also
reaffirmed their intention to the evolutionary approach towards the development of the ARF process
from confidence-building to preventive diplomacy (PD) to elaboration of approaches to conflict, and
agreed that the ARF continue to move at a pace comfortable to all ARF participants and on the basis of
consensus, with ASEAN playing its role as driving force in the process.

35. The Ministers underscored the significance of confidence-building as a foundation and the
primary focus of the ARF process. They agreed that while moving towards PD, the ARF continue to
strengthen its confidence-building process so as to ensure affective implementation of CBMs which
would meaningfully augment the comfort level, trust, confidence and understanding as well as
cooperation among the ARF participants. The Ministers also noted that the ARF has made progress in
the discussions on the concept and principles of PD within its context based on the paper prepared by
Singapore, as in ANNEX E, which they agreed could be a basis for the ARF's evolving consensus on
this subject. They expressed the hope that all ARF participants would continue to cooperate in
intensifying the consultations regarding the concept and principles of PD, which would in rum advance
the ARF process.

36. The Ministers requested the ISG on CBMs' to continue its work in exploring the overlap between
CBMs and PD and strengthening the four CBM/PD overlap proposals already agreed upon, namely an
enhanced role of the ARF Chair, the ARF Register of Experts/Eminent Persons, the Annual Security
Outlook, and voluntary background briefing on regional security issues. They also requested the ISG on
CBMs to intensify its efforts in developing further the concept and principles of PD by the ARF, and to
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submit recommendations to ARF SOM and ARF Ministers at their next meetings.

http://aseanregionalforum.asean.org/library/arf-chairmans-statements-and-reports/157-chai... 2/10/2014






Annex 140

Association of Southeast Asian Nations, Joint Communiqué: 34th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting (24 July 2001)






Annex 140
JOINT COMMUNIQUE OF THE 34TH ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING Hanoi, 23-... Page 1 of 9

JOINT COMMUNIQUE OF THE 34TH
ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING
Hanoi, 23-24 July 2001

We, the Foreign Ministers of the ten ASEAN Member Countries, met in Ha Noi, Viet Nam, on 23-24 July 2001 under tt
chairmanship of His Excellency Mr. Nguyen Dy Nien, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nan
The Meeting was also attended by the Secretary-General of ASEAN. Present at the Opening Ceremony of the Meeting wei
the representative for Papua New Guinea as Observer and the representative of the United Nations. Transition:
Administration in East Timor as guest of the host country. His Excellency Mr. Phan Van Khai, Prime Minister of tk
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam delivered the Keynote Address at the Opening Ceremony of the Meeting.

1. We reviewed the recent political-security developments in the world, particularly the relationship among the majc
powers which might influence political and security situation in East Asia. We noted there were challenges but believed th:
positive trends towards peace, stability and cooperation still prevailed.

2. We discussed the challenges facing ASEAN, in particular the global economic outlook, the impact of globalization an
the region's political and economic situation that could undermine ASEAN's development and progress.

3. We expressed concern over the global economic outlook, especially the economic downturn in the U.S., Japan and Europ
which in turn could hamper the prospects for continued growth in the ASEAN region. We resolved to accelerate existin
cooperative endeavours to enhance ASEAN's dynamism and competitiveness.

4. We exchanged views on how ASEAN could best position itself to reap the benefits and meet the challenges ¢
globalization including the need to address the development gap and digital divide. We also discussed the need to promot
regional stability, sustain economic growth. enhance ASEAN's competitiveness and strengthen cooperation within ASEA’
and between ASEAN and the rest of the world. We shared the view that in order to effectively meet these challenges, tk
ASEAN Member Countries must continue to be stable, united, integrated and outward-looking. We reaffirmed tk
fundamental principles of ASEAN and the importance of working together to meet the challenges and further enhance mutu:
trust and confidence. In line with these we also reaffirmed our commitment to accelerate the implementation of the Hanc
Plan of Action (HPA) with a view to realizing the ASEAN Vision 2020.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INITIATIVE FOR ASEAN INTEGRATION (IAI)

5. We were gratified to see good progress in the follow-up to the Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAI) which ASEA’
Leaders put forth at the 4th ASEAN Informal Summit in Singapore last November. We commended the IAI Task Force an
the ASEAN Standing Committee for taking the lead in the coordination and implementation of the IAIl. On our part w
adopted at this 34th AMM the Ha Noi Declaration on Narrowing Development Gap for closer ASEAN Integration, whic
reiterates the common commitment in ASEAN to integrate Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Viet Nam into ASEAN econom:

mainstream and prescribes concrete measures for this crucial and long-term process focusing on three priority areas. namel
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infrastructure. information and communication technology and human resource development. In this connection, W
expressed our appreciation for all the assistance that ASEAN's friends and partners have extended to the IAI endeavor an
expressed our strong belief that progress in the IAI would continue to contribute significantly to peace, prosperity an
progress in the region.

6. To complement existing bilateral assistance extended to CLMV and facilitate request for funding support from intereste
Dialogue Partners and other sources, we agreed that the Member Countries of ASEAN should jointly initiate " ASEAN 12
Projects" based on the priority areas identified by the IAI Task Force.

ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS' RETREATS

7. We stressed the importance of engaging in frank and open discussion as well as enhancing mutual trust and confidenc
with a view to further strengthening cooperation among ASEAN Member Countries in order to seek avenues to address tk
above-mentioned challenges. In this connection, we agreed to meet more often in a less formal atmosphere. Following tt
United Nations Millennium Summit., we held an ASEAN Ministerial Meeting in informal retreat style in New York on |
September 2000 to coordinate ASEAN position at the UN .

8. We held, for the first time, a Retreat separate from the regular ASEAN Ministerial Meetings, in Yangon, Myanmar, on 3
April 2001. We had frank discussions on regional and international developments, and renewed ASEAN's commitment {
further deepen cooperation and play a more important role in enhancing regional security.

9. We also held a Retreat in Ha Noi on 23 July 2001, during the 34th ASEAN Minister Meeting; We discussed the futu
direction of ASEAN and measures to enhance the Association's contribution and active role in cooperation with its Dialogt
Partners and other parties.

10. We noted, with appreciation. Thailand's offer to host the next ASEAN Foreign Ministers' Retreat in the first quarter
2002.

POLITICAL AND SECURITY COOPERATION

11. We reiterated the importance of the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation (T AC), which serves as a framework governin
relations within ASEAN and between ASEAN and countries in other parts of the world. We welcomed the entry into force «
the Second Protocol to the TAC following the ratification of the Protocol by Papua New Guinea (PNG). We adopted tk
Rules of Procedure of the High Council of the TAC and renewed our call for extra-regional states, particularly the majc
powers, to accede to the TAC.

12. We welcomed the progress in the implementation of the SEANWFZ Treaty, stressed the importance of dires
consultation between ASEAN, and the Five Nuclear Weapon States (NWS) and considered this a significant progres
towards encouraging the accession of the Nuclear Weapon States to the Protocol to the SEANWFZ Treaty. In th
connection, we welcomed the first direct consultation between ASEAN and the NWS in Ha Noi on 19 May 2001, reaffirme
our support to this process and called for continued consultations with the NWS. We also welcomed the participation for tk
first time of the Philippines as a full member of the SEANWFZ Commission, having recently deposited its instrument ¢
ratification.

13. We noted positive developments in the ARF process through various activities at both Track I and Track II level. W
were encouraged that 8th ARF would be adopting three Papers, namely the Paper on Concepts and Principles of Preventiv
Diplomacy, the Terms of Reference for the ARF Experts/Eminent Persons Register and the Paper on the Enhanced Role «

the ARF Chair. This would mark a significant achievement for the ARF process. We also noted with satisfaction the progres
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in the implementation of the overlapping measures between Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) and Preventiy
Diplomacy (PD). Over the past year numerous discussions and talks have been held to enhance mutual understanding amon
nations and promote peace, stability and prosperity in the region. In this regard, we appreciated activities undertaken by tk
Socialist Republic of Vietnam as the ARF Chair through formal and informal contacts with ARF participants as well ¢
regional and international organizations, particularly the United Nations, the Organization of American States (OAS), and tk
Non-Aligned Movement.. We commended the activities of the ARF. Intercessional Support Group (ISG) on Confidenc
Building Measures (CBMs), and the convening of the ARF Experts Group Meeting (EGM) on Transnational Crime
particularity in examining transnational crimes of concern to the region.

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

14. We held in-depth and wide-ranging discussions on recent regional and international political and security development
particularly situations that affect regional security environment and noted that the overall security environment remaine
relatively stable and was marked by a number of positive developments including greater interactions and exchanges betwee
and among countries. We agreed that the stability of relationship among the major powers, particularly the US and China,

important to the region. We reiterated the important role played by the major powers and called upon them to continue 1
make their contribution to strengthening peace, security, cooperation and development in the region and throughout tk
world.

15. We welcomed positive developments in the Asia-Pacific region including the establishment of the Boao Asia Forum. W
also noted with satisfaction the Inaugural Ministerial Meeting of the Forum for East Asia-Latin America Cooperatio
(FEALAC) held in March 2001 in Santiago, Chile. The Meeting was instrumental in setting out the directions for future Ea
Asia-Latin America cooperation.

16. We exchanged views on new developments in East Timor and welcomed the progress towards the restoration of stabilit
in East Timor and acknowledged the role of the United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor (UNTAET) in tt
transitional period and reiterated the need for the support of the international community in playing an active role in tk
nation-building efforts of East Timor. We welcomed the registration process of East Timorese refugees which had bee
undertaken successfully without incident. We supported the on-going efforts of the Government of Indonesia in cooperatin
with relevant international humanitarian organizations in facilitating the return and resettlement of the refugees. We als
welcomed the successful completion of the UNSECOORD mission which is essential in facilitating the role of the U.N. i
resolving the problem of the East Timorese refugees.

17. We noted encouraging developments in the Union of Myanmar and appreciated the efforts of the Government ¢
Myanmar towards these developments and reiterated our support to the on-going process of national reconciliation in th
country

18. We welcomed the political transition and election of President Megawati Soekamoputri in Indonesia. We expressed ot
hope that this orderly and peaceful transition would lead to political stability and speedy economic recovery in Indonesia. W
reiterated our support for the territorial integrity and national unity of Indonesia. We believed that the stability and prosperit
of Indonesia would contribute positively to the peace, stability and prosperity of the region.

19. We reaffirmed our commitment to our "one China" policy and expressed our hope for further positive developments i

the Cross-Straits relations.
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20. We reviewed developments in the South China Sea and welcomed the progress in the consultations between ASEAN an
China towards the adoption of the Code of Conduct in the South China Sea. We encouraged the continued exercise of sel
restraint by all the parties concerned and the promotion of confidence building measures in this area and welcomed the
commitment to resolving disputes in the South China Sea by peaceful means in conformity with recognized principles ¢
international law including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. (UNCLOS) as well as to ensuring tt
freedom of navigation in the area.

21. We recalled the historic inter-Korean Summit in June 2000 and follow-up steps taken to implement the Nortl
South/South-North Joint Declaration and welcomed continued efforts for positive developments in the Korean Peninsula. W
expressed our hope that their momentum would be sustained by all the parties concerned, particularly the Democrat:
People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) and the Republic of Korea (ROK) with a view to achieving peaceful nation:
reunification and lasting peace on the Korean Peninsula.

22. We reiterated our support to the Middle East Peace Process and expressed our concern over the escalating tension an
continuing violence in Gaza and the West Bank. We called for immediate measures to prevent the situation from furthe
deteriorating and called on the parties involved to refrain from resorting to violence and work towards achieving

comprehensive and lasting solution to the Middle East problem.

23. We reaffirmed our support for the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and stressed the importance of enhancing tk
movement's capacity to be a unifying forum for cooperation among developing countries, effectively representing aspiratior
and interests of the developing world. We expressed ,our hope that recent NAM initiatives to strengthen the South-Sout
cooperation would be implemented successfully.

24. We welcomed the successful outcome of the United Nations Millennium Summit held in New York on 6-8 Septemb
2000. We were of the view that the Summit was a success since it reaffirmed the UN Member Countries' commitment to tt
UN process. and to the implementation of the Millennium Declaration adopted by the Summit in which the world leade:
pledged to make the right to development a reality for all. We agreed that ASEAN should work with the rest of the worl
community to implement the Millennium Declaration.

25. We exchanged views on the reform of the United Nations and reiterated that the reform of the UN and the UN Securit
Council should be undertaken in conformity with the principles of strengthening representative ness, effectivenes
transparency and accountability with a view to enhancing the role of the UN in the service of all nations, particular]
developing ones.

26. We stressed the importance of achieving universal adherence to the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) an
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and called on the Nuclear Weapon States to make further efforts towards tk
elimination of all nuclear weapons.

27. We noted the progress that has been made in negotiating a Protocol on the verification of the Biological Weapa
Convention (BWC) and looked forward to the 5th Review of the BWC in November 2001.

28. We also noted the outcome of the UN Conference on Small and Light Weapons in all its aspects held in New York on ¢
20 July 2001 and expressed our hope that the Program of Action adopted by this conference would be implemente
effectively.

http://www.asean.org/communities/asean-political-security-community/item/joint-commun... 2/10/2014



Annex 140
JOINT COMMUNIQUE OF THE 34TH ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING Hanoi, 23-... Page 5 of 9

29. We noted the recent dialogues among the major powers and concerned states on the NMD and expressed our hope th:
such dialogues would narrow down the differences and bring new constructive approaches to address the issues related to tk
NMD in the interest of maintaining world security and stability.

30. We recalled the decision made by the 26th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting held in Singapore on 13-14 July 1993 to considk
the establishment of an appropriate regional mechanism on human rights and noted the consultations between the ASEA’
Senior Officials and the Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism. We acknowledged the efforts of tk
Working Group in realizing this objective, including the convening of a Workshop for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanisi
in Jakarta, Indonesia on 5-6 July 2001. In this connection, we agreed that ASEAN-ISIS should also be involved in tt
discussions especially in the broader context of a People's ASEAN.

31. We should endeavour to find a common position in the regional and international form. On the WTO, we recognized tt
need for a balanced and broad-based agenda for a new round of multilateral trade negotiations, taking into account tk
interests of developing countries. The agenda should include capacity building for developing countries to better cope wit
the challenges of liberalization and carry out the various commitments under WTO. We refined our conviction th;
cooperation in a rule-based multilateral trading system plays a vital role in alleviating poverty of ASEAN. Furthermore, w
reiterated ASEAN's wish to see the WTO speed up the process for the accession of Cambodia, Laos and Viet Nam to tk
organization. We were likewise of the view that the early accession of China to the WTO would be a significant contributio
to the multilateral trading system.

32. We expressed our concern over the decline of commodity prices in the international market. Recalling the importance «
the commodity sector to the economies of Member Countries, we expressed our support for efforts by ASEAN to continue 1
formulate a common stand and course of action to effectively address trade distorting practices of developed countries, suc
as export subsidies and domestic support measures, that continue to plague international trade in commodities.

33. We reiterated ASEAN's call for support for the participation of Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar in APEC's Workin
Groups pending their eventual admission into APEC. We welcomed China's APEC chairmanship for the year 2001 an
expressed our full support for the realization of the theme "Meeting New Challenges in the New Century: Achievin
Common Prosperity through Participation and Cooperation".

34. We noted the successful conclusion of 3rd Asia-Europe Foreign Ministers' Meeting (ASEM FMM) in Beijing, China, o
14-25 May 2001, and reaffirmed our commitment to ASEM process. We reiterated our support for the early admission ¢
Cambodia. Laos and Myanmar into ASEM. We agreed to work towards a more interactive and informal dialogue at futw
ASEM meetings in order to reinvigorate the comprehensive Asia-Europe Partnership in the post crisis era. In this context, w
looked toward to the 4th ASEM FMM in Spain in June 2002 and the ASEM IV Summit in Copenhagen in September 2002.
35. We attached high importance to the Greater Mekong Sub-regional Cooperation program (GMS), which aims to increas
intra-regional. cross border trade through better physical linkages to create more positive investment climate; and {
strengthen labor force and markets through human resource development. initiatives. In this regard, we noted that there is
natural complementarily between the aims of the GMS programs and the ASEAN's interest and activities in the Mekong sut
region including through the ASEAN Mekong Basin Development Cooperation (AMBDC). which underlines the need ft
closer cooperation and coordination between the two bodies.

36. Welcoming the success of the First Ministerial Meeting on Mekong-Ganga Cooperation in Vientiane on 11-13 Novembx

2000, we considered this cooperation as complementary efforts to exploit the potential of the region and expressed the hor
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that this cooperation, which in the initial stage would focus on tourism promotion and development,. would bring abor
tangible results, contributing to the efforts to integrate the Mekong sub-region to the region. We looked forward to tt
success of the 2nd Ministerial Meeting on Mekong-Ganga cooperation, in Hanoi, on 18 July 2001.

ECONOMIC COOPERATION

37. We were encouraged by the continued economic recovery in ASEAN, but also recognized the urgent need to contint
with structural refines in view of the slowdown in the global economy. We emphasized the importance of continuing region:
economic integration as a measure to reduce costs and attract investment.

38. We welcomed the efforts to expedite the accomplishment of AFTA and emphasized the important milestone it represen
for regional economic integration. We lauded the important move by the original signatories in accelerating tt
implementation of the CEPT scheme. We expressed support for efforts to publicize AFTA and welcomed the CEPT Outreac
Program conducted from 21 March 2001 to 6 April 2001 in five ASEAN capitals to disseminate information on the beneft
of AFTA to the business community.

39. We were encouraged by significant progress in the implementation of AICO. We stressed the importance of ASEAN
trade facilitation initiatives. particularly in terms of customs and standards for intra-ASEAN trade. We recalled that the Six{
ASEAN Summit in December 1998 had called for a second round of negotiations in services. We strongly urged the relevai
ASEAN bodies to ensure that substantive otters in air transport, business services, construction, finance, maritime transpor
telecommunications and tourism be

made before the end of this year. We urged an early implementation of the Framework Agreement on the ASEA’
Investment Area (AlA).

40. We noted the significant progress made in the implementation of the regional financing arrangements particularly tt
enlargement of the ASEAN Swap Arrangement and its expansion to include all 10 ASEAN Member Countries, and tk
conclusion of several substantial agreements on bilateral swap arrangements among ASEAN Member Countries, Chin;

Japan and the Republic of Korea under the Chiang Mai Initiative.

41. We lauded the decision taken by the ASEAN Economic Ministers to establish an ASEAN-GSP Scheme to accot
preferential treatment to export goods from Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Viet Nam on a bilateral basis, and expressed ot
belief that this would bring immediate trade benefits to these newer Member Countries.

42. We were pleased with the progress in the implementation of e-ASEAN Framework Agreement signed by ASEA
Leaders at the 4th ASEAN Informal Summit in Singapore last November, particularly the development of a referenc
framework for e-commerce legal infrastructure. We welcomed the holding of the e-ASEAN Business leaders Forum in Apr
2001 to validate the Framework Agreement's attractiveness to leading ICT multinational corporations and invite their activ
participation. We were pleased with the successful outcome of the First ASEAN Telecommunication Ministers' Meetin
(TELMIN) in Kuala Lumpur on 13 - 14 July 2001 including its decision to participate actively in the realization of e-ASEA’
and other ICT related activities in ASEAN.

43. We stressed the importance of the tourism industry to the economies of Member Countries and reiterated our support fc
the Visit ASEAN Campaign (V AC) launched in Brunei Darussalam and expressed our hope that the VAC would giv

ASEAN a stronger brand name as a single tourism destination.

http://www.asean.org/communities/asean-political-security-community/item/joint-commun... 2/10/2014



Annex 140
JOINT COMMUNIQUE OF THE 34TH ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING Hanoi, 23-... Page 7 of 9

44. We recognized the importance of those sub-regional groupings/growth areas such as BIMP-EAGA. IMT-GT, IMS-G~
the AMBDC and the West-East Corridor in hastening regional integration and believed that a well-balanced development i
sub-regional groupings/growth areas could serve as a solid foundation for ASEAN Economic Integration. In this regard, w
lauded the convening of a seminar in Brunei Darussalam aimed at developing a common strategy for revitalizing these sut
regional groupings/growth areas. We appreciated the support and assistance being given to newer Member Countri¢
including those through development projects/programs in the AMBDC. We reiterated our call to gather support an
assistance from ASEAN Member Countries and from the rest of the international community for the development of ASEA’
sub-regional co-operation.

FUNCTIONAL COOPERATION

45. We noted that the ASEAN-Australia Safety Nets Project commenced implementation in May 2001 and expresse
appreciation to Australia for its support for ASEAN's endeavour. We considered this an important step forward in improvin
the region's capacity to design social safety nets and to assess the social impact of economic and other setbacks. We als
noted that two activities under the Framework ASEAN Plan of Action on Rural Development and Poverty Eradication wei
being implemented with support from the UNDP.

46. We welcomed the measures taken by the ASEAN Health Ministers to improve the competitiveness of health service an
health-related products in ASEAN, and to provide the peoples or ASEAN with a better access to cheaper drugs.

47. We noted with satisfaction the progress in the preparation for the special session on HIV/AIDS on the occasion of 71
ASEAN Summit in November 2001 in Brunei Darussalam. including the active participation of UNAIDS and other parties i
the formulation of the ASEAN Work Program on HIV/AIDS II (2001-2004). We also noted that the ASEAN region:
response to HIV/AIDS was in line with the Declaration of commitments on HIV/AIDS adopted by the United Natior
General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS on 25-27 June 2001 in New York.

48. We welcomed the Yangon 2000 Declaration on Preparing ASEAN Youth For the Challenges of Globalizatio
announced at the 3rd ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Youth (AMMY), held in Yangon in November 2000, which provide
guidance for preparing and empowering the region's youth to make use of the opportunities and meet challenges created b
globalization.

49. We noted the importance of the on-going efforts to combat forest fires and haze problems in the region. These include tt
implementation of the Regional Haze Action Plan and limmediate Action Plan; monitoring of forest fifes and haze; an
negotiations on the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution, which was expected to be concluded by the end ¢
this year. We emphasized the importance of strong commitments among the Member Countries, increased public an
community awareness and participation, and continued support from donors to ensure success and sustainability of activitie
In this regard, we expressed our appreciation for the assistance of the Asian Development Bank (ADB), some internation:
organizations and Dialogue Countries.

50. We were pleased with the activities of the 36th ASEAN Committee on Culture and Information (COCI) in developing
regional identity and a sense of community among ASEAN's people. In this connection we lauded the efforts of COCI i1
promoting regional understanding and interaction among the youth, artists, experts and representatives of the mass medi:
We also acknowledged the importance of the ASEAN Kindness Movement as a new initiative to further promote tk

awareness of ASEAN and its standing in the international community.
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51. Recalling the recommendations of the ASEAN Eminent Persons Group to develop more and broader linkages amon
educational institutions at all levels and to raise the standards of education in the whole of ASEAN, we reaffirmed tt
importance of student and academic exchanges among the universities of the ASEAN Member Countries. In this connectios
we recognized the important role of the ASEAN University Network (AUN) as a pillar of the human resource developmer
in the region. and requested the AUN to explore the acceleration of credit transfer among its member universities. We als
requested relevant ASEAN bodies to continue to explore the establishment of common professional and technical standarc
in ASEAN and the setting up of benchmarks in the field of education.

52. We expressed support for efforts of the Committee on Science and Technology (COST) to develop cooperation wit
China, Japan and the Republic of Korea within the ASEAN+3 framework.

53. We noted the progress being made towards the adoption of work program to implement the ASEAN Plan of Action 1
Combat Transnational Crime. We also welcomed the efforts to intensify ASEAN cooperation against transnational crime
through convening of workshops on specific issues among law enforcement officers, thus creating closer networking an
better understanding among them.

54. We were pleased to note that the ASEAN Directors-General of Immigration Departments and Heads of Consul:
Divisions of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs had endorsed the Institutional Framework and Plan of Action whic
institutionalize cooperation among ASEAN Member Countries on Immigration matters. We also noted the progress in the us
of smart card to facilitate travel within ASEAN and the harmonization of ASEAN immigration regulations.

55. We welcomed the endorsement of the ASEAN and China Cooperative Operations in Response to Dangerous Drug
(ACCORD) Plan of Action by the International Congress in Pursuit of a Drug-Free ASEAN 2015, which was joint]
organized by Thailand, ASEAN and the United Nations Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention on 11-13 Octobx
2000 in Bangkok, Thailand. We we're gratified by the agreement to strengthen coordination in proactively advocatin
awareness of the danger of drugs and response building consensus and sharing best practices on demand reductios
strengthening the rule of law through improved law enforcement cooperation and legislative review, and eliminating tt
supply of illicit drugs by boosting alternative development program and community participation in the eradication of illic
crops. Mindful that illegal drugs and narcotics trafficking is not only of concern to each ASEAN Member Country an
ASEAN as a whole, but also to the entire international community, we agreed to designate 2002.2003 as "ASEAN Drug
Awareness Years" in order to help raise the awareness of the peoples of ASEAN on the danger of illicit drugs and narcotic
trafficking and mobilize their support for further strengthening the region's efforts in the fight against narcotic drugs. In th
regard, we agreed to request the ASEAN Senior Officials on Drug Matters (ASOD) to consider how to implement suc
measures. including the possibility of establishing an appropriate ASEAN mechanism to combat illegal drugs and narcotic
trafficking.

EXTERNAL RELATIONS

56. We expressed our satisfaction with the progress of cooperation within the framework of ASEAN+3 with China, Japa
and the Republic of Korea in all fields, particularly trade, investment and finance. Considering that the enhancement of thes
cooperative activities was of great significance in restoring economic dynamism in East Asia in general and South East As:
in particular, we encouraged further cooperative efforts with priority to be given to infrastructure, ICT and human resourc
development. In this connection. we welcomed the establishment of the East Asia Study Group (EASG) and initiatives 1

boost this cooperation. We also encouraged the participation of China, Japan and the Republic of Korea and other Dialogt
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Partners in the implementation of ASEAN initiatives such as the IAI and measures highlighted in the Hanoi Declaration o
Narrowing Development Gap for Closer ASEAN Integration.

57. We reaffirmed that ASEAN's relations with its Dialogue Partners are the most significant aspect of ASEAN's extern:
relations and expressed appreciation for their support for the implementation of the HPA and other ASEAN plans of actior
We called upon the Dialogue Partners to continue the assistance especially after the review of the HPA by the ASEA
Summit in November 2001 in Brunei Darussalam, which would identify priority areas that ASEAN should focus on.

58. In the context of ASEAN overall development cooperation with Dialogue partners, we reiterated that the principle ¢
non-discrimination should be upheld and respected in the Dialogue Partners relations with ASEAN and agreed th:
development cooperation activities in the dialogue process should involve ASEAN as one regional entity.

59. We recalled the successful convening of the 13th ASEAN-European Union Ministerial Meeting (AEMM) on 11-1
December 2000 in Vientiane. We expressed ASEAN's desire to further strengthen its relations and to promote dialogue wit
the EU in all sectors of mutual interest. We looked forward to the next AEMM in Europe.

60. We stressed ASEAN's continued interest in enhancing closer cooperation with the United Nations, inter-government:
and regional organizations and welcomed the ASEAN Secretariat's efforts to coordinate closer cooperation with thes

organizations.
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Chairman's Statement of the 8th ASEAN Regional Forum Ha Noi, 25
July 2001

1.

The Eighth Meeting of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) was held in Hanoi, Capital of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
on 25 July 2001. The Meeting was chaired by H.E. Mr. Nguyen Dy Nien, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Socialist
Republic of Viet Nam.

2.

The Meeting was attended by the Foreign Ministers of all ARF participating countries or their representatives. The
Secretary-General of ASEAN was also present. The list of Delegates appears as ANNEX A.

Overview of the ARF Process
3.

The Ministers recognized that during the last inter-sessional year, the ARF process continued to make progress and
play an important role in maintaining peace and stability in the region, particularly in enhancing and promoting dialogue
and co-operation on political and security issues in the Asia-Pacific region. Over the past year, exchanges of views on
regional and international issues have become even more candid and inclusive, in view of the full participation of all
countries in the ARF's geographical footprint. In this context, the Ministers noted with satisfaction that the ARF was the
key forum for participating countries to address actively and constructively key political and security issues, including
newly emerged issues as result of globalization that have a bearing on regional peace and stability.

4.

The Ministers acknowledge the contributions of the ARF to the regional peace and stability and emphasised that
confidence building is of essential importance to and remains the foundation and main thrust of the whole ARF process.
They agreed that this process be further strengthened and more confidence building measures be encouraged. The
Ministers appreciated the progress in strengthening the four measures in the overlap between CBM and Preventive
Diplomacy (PD) which would contribute to the enhancement of the effectiveness of the ARF process.

5.

The Ministers reaffirmed that the ARF will continue to develop at a pace comfortable to all ARF participants and
emphasised the importance of ARF making decision by consensus and on the basis of non-interference into one
another's internal affairs. The Ministers noted with satisfaction that the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
continued to play its leading role in the ARF and expressed their support for this continued role in the ARF process. At
the same time, the Ministers noted that each ARF Participant had contributed more actively to advancing the ARF
process.

6.

In recalling the decision of the Sixth ARF in July 1999 on the overlap between CBMs and PD and that of the Seventh
ARF in July 2000 on the enhanced role of the ARF Chair, the Ministers expressed their appreciation to Viet Nam who, as
the ARF Chair, had continued and expanded informal contacts with other international and regional organisations,
particularly with the United Nations, the Organisation of American States (OAS) and the non-Aligned Movement. They
agreed that such contacts were fruitful in promoting exchange of information and sharing of experience between ARF
and these organisation and that these links should be further expanded in the future.

7.
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The Ministers acknowledged with satisfaction that the ARF Chair had been successful in serving as conduit for
information sharing in between ARF meetings, particularly between participants who had no bilateral diplomatic contacts,
thus enabling the ARF participants to exchange information relevant to the ARF in a timely manner, and on a voluntary
basis. In this regard, the Ministers agreed to adopt the Paper on the Enhanced Role of ARF Chair which appears in
ANNEX B and also expressed their appreciation for the excellent work done by Japan in preparing and finalising this
Paper.

8.

The Ministers welcomed further progress on the ARF. Register of Experts/Eminent Persons to be available for use by
ARF participants on the voluntary basis. The Ministers agreed to adopt the Paper on the Terms of Reference for ARF
Experts/Eminent Persons which appears in ANNEX C. In this regard, they commended the excellent work done by the
ISG on CBMs, particularly by the Co-Chairs of ISG-CBMs, i.e. Malaysia and the Republic of Korea, in finalising the
Terms of Reference for the ARF Experts/Eminent Persons. The Ministers also encouraged the ARF participants to
nominate their experts/eminent persons for the Register on a voluntary basis with the ARF Chair serving as a focal point.

9.

The Ministers expressed their appreciation to Singapore for its valuable contribution in preparing the Paper on the
Concept and Principles of PD and to all ARF participants for their inputs to the Paper. The Ministers expressed their
satisfaction with the progress in the discussion on the PD Paper in the ARF and commended the work in this this regard
by ISG-CBM. The Ministers agreed to adopt the PD Paper as a snapshot of the state on current discussion on PD in
the ARF and that the ISG would continue to discuss PD in the nextinter sessional year and focus on those issues where
there remain divergence of views. The paper on the Concept and Principles of PD appears in ANNEX D. Noting with
satisfaction the remarkable progress in the discussion and eventual adoption af the above-mentioned progress in the
discussion and eventual adoption of the above-mentioned papers, the Ministers recognised that these developments
represent a significant step forward in the ARF process in the last inter-sessional year.

10.

The Ministers commended ARF participants for their contributions to the Annual Security Outlook (ASO) on a voluntary
basis and welcomed the second volume of the ARF ASO compiled without editing by the ARF Chair. Noting that the ASO
could contribute to the promotion of mutual trust and understanding as well as facilitating the exchange of views among
ARF participants, the Ministers agreed that the current and future ASOs would not be treated as confidential. The
Ministers encouraged ARF participants to submit ASO in the coming year.

1.

Noting the importance of the participants of defence and military officials in the ARF process, the Ministers welcomed the
contribution of greater and active interaction among defence and military officials towards the promotion of mutual
understanding. In this regard, the Ministers agreed to endorse the recommendation by the ARF SOM that Defence
Officials Luncheon be included as a regular feature of the ISG.

Highlights of Issues Discused
12.

The Ministers had in-depth and extensive discussion on the political and security situation in the Asia-Pacific since the
Seventh ARF in July 2000, particularly on the major developments that affect the regional security environment.
Conducted in the ARF traditional open and candid atmosphere, the exchange of view among the Ministers was very
substantive and focussed, this helping create better understanding of the security perceptions and concerns among ARF
participants.

13.

The Ministers shared the views that on the whole, the situation in the Asia-Pacific region remained relatively stable. The
Ministers noted that despite certain challenges and uncertainties, and differences in political and strategic perceptions,
the region continues to enjoy peace and stability. The Ministers acknowledge the importance of peaceful and stable
relations between major powers as key to regional peace and security, and believed that the major powers would
continue their efforts to improve and develop their relations so as to contribute to the maintenance of peace and stability
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in the region.
14.

The Ministers exchanged views on the accelerated globalisation and were of the view that under the multi-faceted
impacts of globalisation as well as those of technologies, economic security is fast becoming a major concern of all
nations, both developing and developed alike. They particularly noted with concern the widening gap between
developed and determination by the world Head of State and Government expressed in the United Nation Millennium
Declaration to "create an environment at the national and global levels alike which is conductive to development and to
the elimination of poverty."

15.

The Ministers noted with satisfaction the recent positive development of overall situation on the Korean Peninsula
including increased dialogue and on operation between the Democratic People's Republic of Korea Summit on June 15,
2000 in Pyongyang. They further encouraged both the DPRK and the ROK to build on the success of the Summit to
continue the peace process and emphasised the importance of holding the second Inter-Korean Summit with a view to
establishing lasting peace on the Korean Peninsula. The Ministers also took note of the DPRK's position concerning the
DPRK-US Agreed Framework of 1994. They welcomed continued efforts by the international community to contribute to
the above endeavours including the recent visit by H.EE. MR. Goran Persson, the President-in-Office of the European
Council and Prime Ministers of Sweden, to both the DPRK and the ROK. The Ministers were of the view that outstanding
security and humanitarian issues would be addressed through increased dialogues. The Ministers appreciated the
active participation by the DPRK in ARF activities in the last year and considered this a contribution towards
strengthening the ARF process and advancing the cause of regional peace and security.

16.

The Ministers noted that the situation in Southeast Asia on the whole has been peaceful and stable. The Ministers
exchanged views on the recent developments in the South China Sea and welcomed the progress in the consultations
between ASEAN and China to develop a Code of Conduct in the South China Sea. The Ministers encouraged of self-
restaint by all countries concerned and the promotion of confidence-building measures in this area, and welcomed the
commitment of countries concerned to resolve disputes by peaceful means in accordance with the recognised
principles of international law, including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), as well as to
ensure the freedom of navigation in the area.

17.

The Ministers noted that the 4th ASEAN Informal Summit (AIS) held in Singapore in November 2000 was one of the most
significant events that had taken place in the region since the ARF 7. At the Summit, the ASEAB leaders agreed on the
need to address ASEAN's cohesion as that would be an important factor for stability in the region. They also agreed to
push forward proposals that would enable closer integration and help reduce development within ASEAN. Another key
outcome of the Summit was the decision by the ASEAN leaders of China, Japan and the Republic of Korea to start
moving towards closer East Asia co-operation. The Ministers shared the views by the ASEAN+3 leaders that a gradual
approach towards closer East Asian Co-operation would contribute to the peace, stability and prosperity of the region. In
this regard, the Ministers welcomed the creation of the East Asia co-operation.

18.

The Ministers recognised the purposed and the principles contained in the Treaty of Amity and Co-operation in
Southeast Asia (TAC) as a basis for the promotion of co-operation, amity and friendship within Southeast Asia and
between ASEAN and ASEAN's Dialog partners and other ARF participants. The Ministers welcomed the adoption of the
Rules of Procedure of the High Council of TAC by the ASEAN member countries at the 34th AMM in July 2001 in Ha Noi.
They noted the consideration by non - Southeast Asian countries to accede to the TAC.

19.

The Ministers welcomed the progress regarding the implementation of the Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear
Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ) as a contribution to global efforts to curb the proliferation of nuclear weapons. The
Ministers noted with satisfaction the continued progress made in the consultation between the State Parties to the
SEANWFZ Treaty and the Nuclear Weapon States regarding the latter's accession to the Protocol to the Treaty. In this
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regard, the Ministers welcomed the progress made at the recent Direct Dialogue between the State Parties and the
Nuclear Weapon States held in Ha Noi May 2001. The Ministers welcomed the P5 Joint Statement concerning security
assurances for Mongolia and support the Nuclear-Weapon Free Status of Mongolia.

20.

The Ministers welcomed the election of President Megawati Soekarnoputri in Indonesia which had been conducted in a
democratic constitutional and peaceful manner. The Ministers expressed the hope that this orderly and peaceful
transition would lead to political stability and accelerated economic recovery in Indonesia. They reiterated support for
the territorial integrity and political unity of Indonesia. The Ministers believed that the stability and prosperity of Indonesia
would contribute positively to the peace, stability and prosperity of the region.

21.

The Ministers noted the co-operation between East Timor and the United Nations Transitional Administration in East
Timor (UNTAET) and reiterated the need for the support of international community including ASEAN to play in active
role in the nation building efforts of East Timor up to and beyond the territory's independence. They supported the efforts
to resolve the problem of East Timorese refugees in East Nusa Tenggara province in a comprehensive manner in order
to ensure peace and harmony of all Timorese. They welcomed the plan to hold election for the Constituent Assembly on
30 August 2001.

22.

The Ministers welcomed the encouraging developments in Myanmar, the process of national reconciliation in particular.
The Ministers expressed appreciation for the efforts in this regard by the Government of the Union of Myanmar, as well
as those of ASEAN, the UN Special Rapporteur for Human Rights in Myanmar, the Special Envoy of the United Nations

Secretary General.

23.

The Ministers noted the situation in Fiji and Solomon Islands, welcomed positive development towards a resolution of
the Bouganville conflict and expressed the hope for positive outcome of the Fijian elections to be held in August 2001
and the efforts of the International Peace Monitoring Team in Solomon Islands.

24,

The Ministers discussed issues relating to proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery as
well the implications of missile defence systems. They noted expressions of support for the Nuclear. Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) as the corn restore of the global non-proliferation regime. The Ministers also took note the call for all
states to sign and ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) and to accede to the NPT. The Ministers urged all
states to maintain existing moratoria on nuclear testing. They also took note of the call made in the NPT Review
Conference Final Document on the Conference in Disarmament to agree on a programme of work which includes the
immediate commencement of negotiations on the Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty. The Ministers further emphasised the
importance of systematic and progressive efforts by Nuclear Weapon States on nuclear disarmament and called on all
states to work towards the objective of total elimination of nuclear weapons.

25.

The Minsiters expressed their hope that the Protocol strengthening the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention
(BTWC) would be finalised before the 5th BTWC Review Conference and urged all countries to speedily conclude their
negotiations on the said Protocol.

26.

The Ministers recognised that the transnational crimes could not only have potentially serious impacts on regional
peace and stability, but also pose s threat to the national economic development and social well-being of all states. In
this regard, they noted the serious implications of drug production and trafficking and underscored the need to address
this critical issue and other transnational crimes such as piracy, illegal migration, lllicit traficking of small arms, money
laundering, terrorism, and cyber crime. The Ministers underlined the importance of greater bilateral, regional and
international co-operative efforts in this regard.
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27.

The Ministers welcomed the Convention Against Transnational Organised Crime and its Protocols and encouraged ARF
participating countries to sign and ratify them soon. The Ministers expressed their supports for results of the UN
Conference on the lllicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) in all its aspects which was held in New York
from 9 to 20 July 2001 and believed ARF participants would promote the Regional co-operation pursuant to the UN
Programme of Action on SALW. In this context, the Ministers noted the Australian proposal for an ARF Declaration on
small arms.

Report of Track | and Il Activities for the Current Inter-sessional Year
(July 2000 — July 2001)

Track |
28.

The Ministers noted with satisfaction the successful implementation of Track | and Il activities during 2000 — 2001 inter-
sessional year. They noted in particular the Co-Chairmen’s Summary Report of the Meetings of the ARF Inter-sessional
Support Group on Confidence-Building Measures (ISG on CBMs), co-chaired by yhe Republic of Korea and Malaysia,
held in Seoul, the Republic of Korea 1 — 3 November 2000 and in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 18 — 20 April 2001 (ANNEX E).
The Ministers commended the work of the ISG on CBMs in contributing the advancement of the ARF process and
endorsed the recommendation contained in the above mentioned report.

29.

The Ministers also noted that the following Track | activities took place under the auspices of the ISG on CBMs: 29.1.
Combined Humanitarian Assistance Response Training (CHART) in Singapore in August 2000; 29.2. Fourth Meeting of
Heads of Defence College, Universities and Institutions in China in September 2000; 29.3. Seminar on Defence
Conversion Co-operation in Beijing in September 2000 as well as the establishment of the ARF Regional Maritime
Information Center (ARF-RMIC); 29.4. Seminar on Approaches to Confidence Building in Helsinki in October 2000; 29.5.
Workshop on Anti- Piracy in Mumbai in October 2000; 29.6. ARF CMBs Seminar on Conventional Weapons in Phnom
Penh in February 2001; and 29.7. Seminar on Civil Military Co-operation in Peacekeeping Operations in Seoul in May
2001. 29.8 Workshop on Environmentally Sound Management of Shipboard Generated Waste in Washington in June
2001

30.

The Ministers endorsed the following proposals on the implementation of CBM activities as Basket | CMBs in the next
inter-sessional year:

30.1. Japan’s proposal to host the 5t ARF Meeting of the Heads of Defense Colleges/Institutions in late August to early
September 2001;

30.2. Thailand’s proposal to host the 2nd Seminar on the Law of Armed Conflict: “the relevance of the Law of Armed
Conflict to Peacekeeping” in Bangkok on 7 — 10 August 2001;

30.3. US and Brunei’s proposal to host a workshop for Mid-level ARF Civilian and Defense Officials on Preventive
Diplomacy in September 2001;

30.4. Vietnam’s proposal to host a Seminar on Economic Security for Asia Pacific in the First Decades of 215t Century o
26 — 28 February 2002;

30.5. Russia’s proposal to host the 6" ARF Meeting of the Heads of Defense Colleges/Institution in 2002; and

30.6. Canada’s proposal for an ARF Peacekeeping Seminar to be co-sponsored with India and Malaysia in March 2002.

Track Il

31. The Ministers took note of the CSCAP Maritime Co-operation Working Group Meetings in the Philippines, China
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and Malaysia in 2000 — 2001 inter-sessional year and he CSCAP’s draft Memorandum on a Common Understanding of

the Law of the Sea in the Asia-Pacific; the 8t Meeting of CSCAP Working Group on Transnational Crime and the oth
Meeting of CSCAP Working Group on Comprehensive and Co-operative Security. The Ministers also noted that informal
contacts between ARF Chair and Track Il for a could provide important inputs for discussions at Track | level.

32.

The Ministers welcomed efforts made by ASEAN ad Russia relating to Pacific Concord and encouraged them to
continue their consultations. Programme of Work for the Next Inter-sessional Year (July 2001 — July 2002)

33.

The Ministers agreed that the ISG on CBMs continue their work and welcomed the offers by Viet Nam and the Republic
of India to co —chair the ISG on CBMs in the next inter-sessional year.

34.

While noting that the Expert Groups Meetings on transnational crime (EGMs) in the inter-sessional year 2000 — 2001 had
generally been useful in helping the ARF to address transnational crimes, the Ministers endorsed the recommendation of
the ARF SOM and ISG on CBMs that those transnational crimes could be discussed in alternative formats such as
ahhoc workshop, seminars or symposia.

Future Direction of the ARF Process
35.

The Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to further develop the ARF as an effective forum for dialogue and co-
operation on political and security issues in the Asia-Pacific region. While reiterating that the ARF continue to follow an
evolutionary approach in its development from Promotion of confidence - Building Measures to Development of
Preventive Diplomacy (PD) to elaboration of approaches to conflict, the Ministers agreed that the ARF continues to
move ata pace comfortable to all ARF participants and on the basis of consensus. They expressed their continued
support for ASEAN’s role as the driving force in the ARF process.

36.

The Ministers emphasised the importance of confidence-building as the foundation and the primary focus of the whole
ARF process. The Ministers also agreed that while moving towards PD, the ARF should continue to strengthen its
confidence-building process so as to substantially enhance mutual trust, confidence and understanding as well as co-
operation among the ARF participants. They concurred that these efforts would lay a firm ground for peace and stability
in the Asia-Pacific as a well as for the next stages of the ARF. The Ministers noted with satisfaction the progress made in
the discussion on the concept and principles of PD within the ARF's context based on the Paper on ARF Concept and
Principles of Preventive Diplomacy. In this regard, the Ministers requested the ISG on CMBs to intensify its efforts in
discussing PD, focusing on those areas where there remained divergence of views and submit recommendation to ARF
SOM and ARF Ministers at their next meetings.

37.

The Ministers noted with satisfaction the progress in exploring the overlap between CBMs and PD and strengthening of
the four CBM/PD overlap proposals already agreed upon, namely the adoption of the paper on an enhanced role of the
ARF Chair and the paper on the ARF Register of Experts/Eminent Persons, the Annual Security Outlook, and voluntary
background briefing on regional security issues. The Ministers agreed that the ARF continues its work on these
measures as well as on further exploring the overlap between CBMs and PD.
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RESPONDING TO CHALLENGES: SECURING A BETTER FUTURE

1.  We, the Foreign Ministers of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), met in
Bandar Seri Begawan to review regional and international political and economic developments,
bearing in mind our resolve, to take full advantage of the opportunities offered by globalisation
and address the new security concerns raised by the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks in the
United States. These were among the important factors in the evolving situation that underlined
the urgency for ASEAN to respond.

2. We expressed with appreciation the keynote address by His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah of Brunei Darussalam. His Majesty stated that the most pressing issue for ASEAN is
economic progress and ASEAN needs to respond rapidly to this challenge. His Majesty also
stated that the cooperation between ASEAN and its Dialogue Partners is now an integral part of
ASEAN itself. His Majesty highlighted that terrorism, at its deepest, level threatened all
international order and challenges the fundamental values set in the Bangkok Declaration. His
Majesty also stressed that terrorism must be addressed through a comprehensive strategy. His
Majesty emphasised that ASEAN countries, individually and as a group, have enormous
strength, vigour and dynamism and there is no lack of resolution, foresight and sheer talent in
the region. In this regard, ASEAN needs to make its work more meaningful to the people so as
to fulfill the dream of the founding fathers of ASEAN and the vision set out by the leaders in the
new century.

3. We are fully committed to strengthening our bilateral, regional and international
cooperation to counter terrorism in a comprehensive manner and to make Southeast Asia a
safer place for all as reflected in the 7th ASEAN Summit Declaration on Joint Action to Counter
Terrorism. We believe this would ensure peace, stability and security in our efforts to achieve
greater development, progress and prosperity in ASEAN.

4. Encouraged by the achievements and progress of ASEAN over the years, we are
determined to work even harder. We resolved towards realising the ASEAN Vision 2020
through the implementation of the Hanoi Plan of Action and the development of the Roadmap
for the Integration of ASEAN (RIA) as instructed by our Leaders at the 7th ASEAN Summit.

5. Our priority is to further enhance our integration especially in ensuring the strength and
competitiveness of our economies. In this regard, the realisation on 1 January 2002 of the
ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA) among the original six signatories represented a very
important milestone to an even deeper integration. We are confident that the implementation of
AFTA by our new members would be carried out as scheduled. We would exert every effort to
go beyond AFTA and the ASEAN Investment Area (AlA) by deepening market liberalization in
trade, services and investment.

6. We recognised the strategic value of intensifying our dialogue processes within ASEAN
as well as developing linkages with friends and partners in promoting cooperation, broader
understanding and addressing areas of common concern. Through our own Summits and
Ministerial Meetings, Post Ministerial Conferences (PMC), ASEAN Dialogue Relations, ASEAN
Regional Forum (ARF) and the ASEAN + 3 process and other relevant international fora, we
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can maintain our coherence and cohesiveness and ensure that ASEAN continues to play a
pivotal role, and to remain open and outward-looking.

7. In order to provide for better prospects and greater confidence for our people, friends
and partners, we are determined to take urgent concrete measures in addressing the immediate
and long-term concerns affecting the region.

COMBATING TERRORISM

8. We recognised that terrorism is a global threat and that the disturbing acts of terrorism and
transnational crimes, which continue to threaten world peace and stability, must be tackled by
the international community. Towards this end, we called for the need to undertake concerted
efforts and concrete initiatives at all levels.

9.  We acknowledged that following the 2001 ASEAN Declaration on Joint Action to Counter
Terrorism adopted during the 7th ASEAN Summit in November 2001 in Brunei Darussalam,
ASEAN at all levels had undertaken practical measures and further enhanced its role and
contribution in the fight against terrorism. We noted the increased cooperation and activities
among the frontline agencies in ASEAN. We welcomed the adoption of the Work Programme on
Terrorism by the Second Annual Senior Officials’ Meeting on Transnational Crime and endorsed
by the Special ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Terrorism in Kuala Lumpur in May 2002. We
believed that the Work Programme would further enhance information / intelligence exchanges
particularly on terrorists and their organisations, movement, financial support as well as
strengthen our legal infrastructure and law enforcement capabilities. We would also work
towards developing our regional training and capacity-building programmes. We are also
determined to enhance counter-terrorism cooperation in line with specific circumstances in our
respective countries.

10. We welcomed the signing of the Agreement on Information Exchange and Establishment
of Communication Procedures between the Republic of Indonesia, Malaysia and the Republic of
the Philippines in Putrajaya, Malaysia on 7 May 2002 as a significant building block in the
international campaign against terrorism. We also welcomed Cambodia’s accession to the
Agreement on 30 July 2002.

11. We have also broadened our cooperation and involvement with the international
community through the United Nations, our Dialogue Partners, the ASEAN Regional Forum and
the ASEAN + 3 process. We affirmed that at the international level the United Nations should
play a major role. In this regard, we fully supported the implementation of the Security Council
Resolution 1373 and noted that all ASEAN countries have submitted their reports in compliance
with the Resolution. We looked forward to further efforts by the international community to
provide technical assistance and other support to ASEAN Member Countries in need of such in
implementing Security Council Resolution 1373.

12. We believed that all these efforts would bolster ASEAN’s capability and capacity to
contribute to the fight against terrorism at the regional as well as at the international levels.
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ECONOMIC CHALLENGES AND NEW OPPORTUNITIES

13.  Globalisation has intertwined the economic fates of many countries. The 11 September
attacks came at a difficult time for most of our ASEAN economies, recovering from the 1997-
1998 financial crisis and heavily dependent on exports. However, we welcomed the projection of
ASEAN'’s economic growth of 3.5-4% this year.

14.  Much needs to be done in ensuring sustainable economic recovery in the region. Tackling
the remaining challenges from the financial crisis is our priority. While noting the progress
achieved in these areas, we pledged our continued commitment to work together and
individually in financial and corporate sector restructuring.

15. We will respond to the challenges posed by the economic diversity of our expanded
ASEAN with greater coherence and cohesiveness through the development of RIA. The
Roadmap would bring together our various initiatives to deepen economic cooperation, to
accelerate integration and to bridge the development gap in ASEAN.

16. The RIA would also ensure that our economies remain competitive and dynamic through
strengthening AFTA, accelerating the ASEAN Investment Area (AlA) and fostering industrial
linkages through the ASEAN Industrial Cooperation (AICO). ASEAN would further work towards
facilitating, enhancing cooperation and progressively liberalising trade in services and tourism.
Through the Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAl), we would increase the development levels of
our members by focusing on capacity-building and human resources development in areas such
as energy, telecommunications, and transportation especially within the Mekong Basin and our
other sub-regional growth areas.

17. We endorsed the Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAl) Work Plan together with
programmes and projects focusing on four-priority areas namely human resource development,
infrastructure, information communication technology and regional economic integration. The
Work Plan would serve as a roadmap to implement the Hanoi Declaration on Narrowing the
Development Gap for Closer ASEAN Integration. We welcomed the convening of the IAl
Development Cooperation Forum (IDCF) in Jakarta on 15-16 August 2002. We also welcomed
the initiative of the six older ASEAN Members to launch joint IAl projects to help narrow the
development gap within ASEAN. This would be a significant step in demonstrating ASEAN'’s
commitment in helping its new members in the integration efforts under the IAI.

18. We recognised the increasing global competition for investment and markets and in this
regard, we welcomed efforts initiated by our Economic Ministers for an ASEAN Competitiveness
Study to be realised. We believed this would complement our AIA initiative to further promote
ASEAN as a competitive investment destination.

19. We would continue to work together for our peoples and businesses to better equip them
for communication and competition in the new economy. In this context, we have committed to
accelerate the implementation of the e-ASEAN Framework Agreement and looked forward to
the establishment of an ASEAN Business Advisory Council (ABAC). We would also help
businesses by promoting freer movement of goods and people through the ASEAN Framework
Agreement on Facilitation of Goods in Transit and through the ASEAN Tourism Agreement to
be signed by our Leaders at the 8th ASEAN Summit in Phnom Penh in November 2002.
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20. Mindful that this is a difficult time for the multilateral trading system, we were thus
encouraged that a consensus was reached at the WTO Ministerial Meeting in Doha, which
underscored the importance of development in the trade agenda. We will work closely with our
economic partners in negotiations at the WTO towards achieving greater market access for
products and services of developing economies, including that of ASEAN. We reiterated our call
for the early accession of Cambodia, Laos and Viet Nam into the WTO, taking into account their
different stages of development and the basic principles of special and differential treatment.

21. In emphasising the importance of establishing linkages with our other partners, we pledged
to work together to implement the decision of our Leaders and the Chinese Premier at the last
Summit to formalise the Framework Agreement on ASEAN-China Economic Cooperation,
including the establishment of the ASEAN-China Free Trade Area within 10 years with special
and differential treatment and flexibility to the new members. We looked forward to the signing
of the Framework Agreement at the forthcoming ASEAN-China Summit. We also considered the
idea of having a feasibility study on establishing an East Asia Free Trade Area (EAFTA).

22. We resolved to further strengthen the ASEAN + 3 cooperation. In this context, we noted
the need to strengthen the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta and Malaysia’s offer to host the
ASEAN + 3 Secretariat in Kuala Lumpur.

23.  We commended the work on the closer economic partnership with the CER countries and
in this regard, welcomed a Ministerial Declaration to be signed in September this year. We also
looked forward to further progress in developing closer economic partnership with Japan. We
were encouraged by the recent development of a comprehensive work programme between
ASEAN and the US to further strengthen our trade and investment ties. These linkages would
ensure that ASEAN continues to practise open regionalism and remain outward-looking and
supportive of the multilateral trading system.

24, We welcomed the decision of our Leaders at the 7th ASEAN Summit to consider the
idea of convening ASEAN + 1 Summits with other Dialogue Partners starting with ASEAN-India
at the forthcoming Summit in Cambodia.

25. We recognised the importance of sub-regional growth areas to the overall development in
the region. We welcomed the active involvement of the private sector and the Asian
Development Bank in the ASEAN sub-regional growth areas such as the Brunei Darussalam-
Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines — East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA), Indonesia-Malaysia-
Thailand — Growth Triangle (IMT-GT), Singapore-Johor-Riau Growth Triangle (SIJORI),
ASEAN-Mekong Basin Development Cooperation (AMBDC), East-West Corridor and the
Cambodia-Laos-Viet Nam Development Triangle.

26. We commended the work of our Finance and Economic colleagues in these areas and
believe our work would offer great opportunities for our peoples and our business sectors.
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FUNCTIONAL COOPERATION

27. We were pleased with the progress that ASEAN has achieved in promoting functional
cooperation. We commended the work produced by our Ministers responsible for Social
Welfare, Science and Technology, Health, Environment, Labour, Law and Transnational Crimes
and expressed full support for the implementation of their recommendations.

28.  We reviewed ongoing efforts in ASEAN under the Framework for the ASEAN Plan of
Action on Rural Development and Poverty Eradication and the ASEAN Plan of Action on Social
Safety Nets. Recognizing that poverty is one of the central challenges in today’s economy and
society and reaffirming our commitment to uplift our people from poverty, we noted the
Philippines’ proposal to establish an ASEAN facility for micro-lending for the poor and requested
the relevant ASEAN bodies to consider it.

29. We welcomed the adoption of the ASEAN Declaration on HIV/AIDS and the 2nd Work
Plan on HIV/AIDS, by the Leaders at the 7th ASEAN Summit. In this regard, we were pleased
with the implementation of the programmes in tackling the HIV/AIDS issues under the Work
Plan.

30. We welcomed the adoption of the Work Programme to Implement the ASEAN Plan of
Action To Combat Transnational Crimes in Kuala Lumpur, 17 May 2002. We believed that the
Work Programme would further strengthen our capacity to combat transnational crimes such as
illicit drug trafficking, trafficking in persons, sea piracy, arms smuggling, money laundering,
terrorism, international economic crime and cyber crime. We reaffirmed our commitment
towards a Drug-Free ASEAN 2015 and expressed satisfaction on the progress in realising the
ASEAN Drug Awareness Years 2002-2003. We called on all our partners in the ASEAN-China
Cooperative Operations in Respond to Dangerous Drugs (ACCORD) Plan of Action to take
immediate and practical measures to combat illegal drugs and narcotics trafficking in
accordance with the said Plan of Action.

31.  We reiterated the message contained in the Joint Statement of the ASEAN Ministers
Responsible for Environment to the World Summit on Sustainable Development, particularly in
setting in place targeted, time-bound, practical and implementable actions for achieving specific
sustainable development goals.

32. We recalled the decision made by the 26th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting to consider the
establishment of an appropriate mechanism on human rights. In this regard, we noted the First
and Second Workshops on the ASEAN Regional Mechanism on Human Rights hosted
respectively by Indonesia from 5-6 July 2001 and the Philippines from 13-15 June 2002. We
also noted the 9th ASEAN-ISIS Colloquium on Human Rights, held from 23-24 February 2002,
in Manila. We deemed that these efforts could contribute in enhancing the exchange of views
among different sectors in ASEAN towards the realisation of the concept of an ASEAN human
rights mechanism. We also acknowledged the importance of continuing dialogue with the
Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism.

33. In improving the quality of lives of our peoples, we pledged to continue our efforts in
enhancing these initiatives. We believed that these would bring all sectors of society closer
together, especially our women and youth. We stressed the importance of promoting effective
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outreach programmes through cultural cooperation, science and technology exchanges, and
environmental awareness at the national and regional levels.

POLITICAL AND SECURITY COOPERATION

34. We exchanged views on a wide range of political and security issues affecting the region.
We noted that the overall security environment in the Southeast Asian region remains stable
and peaceful despite the existence of certain challenges. Encouraged by positive
developments, we will continue to play an important role in the promotion of peace, stability and
economic progress in Southeast Asia and in the wider Asia-Pacific region.

35. We stressed the importance of maintaining the territorial integrity, sovereignty, and unity of
states. In this context, we recognised the need to address threats and challenges posed by
issues such as separatism and terrorism.

36. We reaffirmed the usefulness of informal open and frank dialogue amongst ASEAN to
address issues of common concern to the region. We have strengthened the ASEAN
mechanism by having an annual Leaders’ Summit, Ministerial Meetings and Retreats to guide,
assess and review developments in ASEAN and its relationship with friends and partners. In
recognising the need for ASEAN to remain relevant and able to respond and adapt to changes
in the regional and international environment, we agreed to meet and consult on urgent issues
in a timely manner.

37. We were satisfied that the ARF, as the key forum for political and security dialogue in the
Asia-Pacific region, continued to make significant progress in addressing regional security
concerns, implementing confidence-building measures and beginning exploratory work on
Preventive Diplomacy. Given our resolve for ASEAN to maintain its role as the primary driving
force, we will continually strengthen the Forum by considering further initiatives and other
means including the Forum’s expansion to meet the challenges of the evolving strategic security
situation.

38. We reaffirmed that the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation (TAC) in Southeast Asia serves
as the framework governing relations among Southeast Asian states and those outside the
region. We welcomed the intention of China, Russia and India to accede to the Treaty and
renewed our call to other Dialogue Partners and interested countries, in particular the major
powers, to accede. We recalled that the adoption of the Rules of Procedure of the High Council
of the Treaty and the Instrument of Accession would facilitate accession of interested parties.

39. We welcomed the on-going consultations between ASEAN and the Nuclear Weapon
States (NWS) on the Protocol of Southeast Asian Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWF2Z)
Treaty and urged the NWS to sign the Protocol of the Treaty as soon as possible.

40. We reaffirm that the adoption of a code of conduct in the South China Sea would further
promote peace and stability in the region and agreed to work towards a Declaration on the
Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea. In this regard, we agreed to work closely with China
with a view to adopting the Declaration. All parties concerned are encouraged to continue the
exercise of self-restraint and we welcomed their commitment to resolving disputes in the South
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China Sea by peaceful means in conformity with recognised principles of international law
including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) as well as to
ensuring the freedom of navigation in the area.

41.  We were satisfied with the on-going South China Sea Workshops on Managing Potential
Conflict in the South China Sea through dialogue, confidence-building and cooperative
measures. We urged the participating authorities as well as the NGOs, foundations or private
companies from the South China Sea region as well as outside the region to contribute
generously to the continuation of the Workshop’s programmes as agreed at the Workshop in
August 2001.

42. As a reflection of the recognition that ASEAN, individually, and collectively, should
contribute positively in creating an international regime of peace and stability, we expressed
support for the Philippines’, Indonesia’s and Viet Nam’s candidature to become non-permanent
members of the UN Security Council for the year 2004 — 2005, 2007-2008 and 2008-2009
respectively.

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

43. We warmly welcomed the initiative of the Royal Thai Government in inaugurating the Asia
Cooperation Dialogue (ACD) on 18-19 June 2002, in Thailand, which aimed to provide a non-
institutionalising arrangement for dialogue and the exchange of ideas to promote synergy within
Asia through consolidating collective strengths. We noted that the ACD, as an evolving, open
and informal process, would serve to complement existing regional cooperation and that
ASEAN'’s role and contribution is essential to ACD’s incremental and steady progress towards
forging Asia-wide cooperation, which would make Asia a strong partner for other regions of the
world.

44. We welcomed the Democratic Republic of East Timor as a new member of the
international community and were prepared to engage East Timor in the long-term. We had
invited East Timor to the 35th AMM and agreed to extend similar invitation for future AMMs. We
noted East Timor’s intention to become observer to ASEAN and to accede to the TAC. We
would continue to consult with East Timor on this matter.

45.  We support the continued efforts of the Royal Government of Cambodia to bring the
senior leaders of Democratic Kampuchea and those who were most responsible for the crimes
and serious violations of Cambodian penal law, international humanitarian law and custom, and
international conventions recognised by the Kingdom of Cambodia to trial in accordance with
international standards of justice, fairness and due process of law. We recognised, in this
connection, the need of the Royal Government of Cambodia and the United Nations to
cooperate together and appeal to the international community, to provide assistance in this
regard.

46. We noted the national efforts in dealing with any violation of international human rights
and humanitarian law.

UNOFFICIAL TEXT - CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW - www.cil.nus.edu.sg Page 8 of 10



Annex 142

2002 JOINT COMMUNIQUE OF THE 35TH ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING

47. We welcomed the readiness of Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and the
Republic of Korea (ROK) to resume the inter-Korean dialogue and appreciated the role of other
parties in bringing this into effect. We encouraged both Koreas to implement further follow-up
measures to enhance inter-Korean reconciliation and cooperation in the spirit of the 15 June
2000 North-South Joint Declaration. We called for further promotion of the peace process on the
Korean Peninsula and emphasised the importance of holding the second inter-Korean summit.

48. We considered peace and stability in South Asia as important to the whole region and
beyond. We expressed the hope that India and Pakistan would take all necessary steps to
defuse tensions. We called on both countries to resume immediate dialogue, strengthen their
cooperation and resolve their differences through peaceful means to restore and maintain
peace and stability.

49. We expressed concern over the latest developments in the Middle East and condemned
the recent Israeli air attack in Gaza resulting in the death of innocent civilians. We reaffirmed our
support for the Middle East Peace Process and called on Israel and the Palestinian Authority to
resume peaceful negotiations towards a comprehensive and full settlement of the Arab-Israeli
conflict. We reiterated the importance of ensuring full implementation of all relevant United
Nations resolutions and the pledges and commitments made by both parties at the Madrid
Conference and at Sharm EI-Sheikh. We welcomed all peace initiatives aimed towards
achieving a comprehensive and lasting solution to the Middle East problem.

50. We welcomed the election of the new government in Afghanistan by the Loya Jirga and
hoped that the newly-elected government would bring peace and stability in the country. We
welcomed the Pledging Conference on the Reconstruction Assistance of Afghanistan held in
Tokyo this year and urged members of the international community to continue to provide
necessary assistance in all areas for the development of the country.

51. In view of the United States withdrawal from the 1972 ABM Treaty, we welcomed the
signing of the Treaty on Strategic Offensive Reductions between the Russian Federation and
the United States on 24 May 2002, bearing in mind the importance of this Treaty as a
contribution to the maintenance of strategic balance, world peace and long-term international
security. We further called for the nuclear weapons states to continue dialogue to look for new
ideas and approaches to address the issue of nuclear disarmament.

ENHANCING ASEAN’S RELEVANCE

52. We believed that ASEAN faces serious challenges from within and from outside. They
encompass the political, social and economic lives of our peoples. ASEAN is responding with a
combination of ambitious initiatives and pragmatic programmes addressing the needs of our
people and the demands of a globalising world. This requires our institutions to evolve to remain
relevant, our member countries to reflect and reorient to remain dynamic and competitive and to
develop linkages with each other and other regional and international organisations.

53.  We have also strengthened the capacity of ASEAN institutions by implementing our
Leaders’ decision on the role and functions of the ASEAN Secretariat. We endorsed
Singapore’s nomination of Mr Ong Keng Yong to succeed Mr. Roldolfo C. Severino, Jr. as the
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next Secretary-General of ASEAN and agreed to recommend his appointment to the Heads of
State / Government of ASEAN.

54. We believed that ASEAN continues to provide the necessary and relevant framework for
cooperation and dialogue among nations and peoples. We are therefore resolved to work
closely together to meet the challenges to regional peace, stability and sustained growth in the
ASEAN region with renewed vigour to build a strong foundation for a secure and prosperous
ASEAN.
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Chairman's Statement: The Ninth ASEAN Regional Forum
Ministerial Meeting, Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam,
31 July 2002

1.

The Ninth Meeting of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) was held in Bandar Seri Begawan on 31
July 2002. The Meeting was chaired by His Royal Highness Prince Mohamed Bolkiah, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Brunei Darussalam.

2. The Meeting was attended by the Foreign Ministers of ARF participating countries or their

3.

representatives. The Secretary-General of ASEAN was also present.

A meeting among defense and military officials attending the 9th ARF was also held on 30 July
2002.

Overview of the ARF process

4.

The Ministers expressed satisfaction that the ARF, as the main cooperative security forum in the
Asia Pacific Region, continues to make significant progress in addressing regional security
concerns, implementing confidence building measures and initiating exploratory work on preventive
diplomacy (PD). They were of the view that the ARF process has further strengthened dialogue and
understanding amongst its participants, which represents an important contribution to regional
peace and stability, especially in light of the evolving security situation.

. The Ministers reiterated that the ARF should continue to progress at a pace comfortable to all and

maintained the importance of decision-making by consensus and on the basis of non-interference
into one another's internal affairs. The Ministers expressed continued support for ASEAN's role as
the primary driving force of the ARF and further encouraged the contribution of all ARF participants
in moving the ARF process forward.

. The Ministers emphasized the importance of the active participation of defense and military

officials as well as the engagement of other security officials in strengthening the ARF process.
The Ministers welcomed the initiative to create more opportunities for these officials to interact as
they are essential to the confidence building process in the ARF and have proven to be
constructive and useful in the exchange of views on issues of common interest. They were also
informed by the ARF Chairman on the outcome of the defense/military officials meeting on 30 July
2002.

. In recalling the decision of the 8th ARF in July 2001, on the adoption of the paper on the "Enhanced

Role of the ARF Chair", the Ministers welcomed Brunei Darussalam's good offices and co-
ordination role in between ARF meetings, particularly in issuing a statement on behalf of ARF
participants on the tragic events of 11 September 2001 in the United States and facilitating the
immediate convening of two workshops on "Financial Measures against Terrorism" and "Prevention
of Terrorism" this year. They also expressed appreciation to Brunei Darussalam for its wide
consultations and outreach with participants on ARF matters as well as with Track Il institutions
and other international organizations.

The Ministers appreciated the first compilation of the ARF Register of Experts/Eminent Persons
(EEPs) by the ARF Chair circulated to ARF participants. They further encouraged the submission of
nominations of experts/eminent persons on a voluntary basis to the ARF Chair.
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9.

10.

The Ministers recalled the adoption of the "Paper on Concept and Principles of Preventive
Diplomacy" as a snapshot of the state of current discussion on PD at the 8th ARF in July 2001 and
regarded it as a major achievement in the evolution of the ARF. They noted deliberations on PD by
officials and looked forward to further progress in future discussions. In broadening
understanding on PD, the Ministers were of the view that inputs from Track | and Track Il activities
could be useful for future discussions on the subject.

The Ministers acknowledged the circulation of the third volume of the ARF Annual Security Outlook
(ASO) compiled without editing by the ARF Chair. They welcomed its non-classified release and
expressed the view that the submission of the ASO represented an important contribution in
promoting transparency and confidence among ARF participants. They encouraged the continued
submission of inputs for the next volume of the ASO for circulation at the next inter-sessional
year.

Highlight of Issues Discussed

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

The Ministers reviewed the overall security environment of the Asia Pacific and were encouraged by
significant developments especially positive signs of recovery and growth in the global economy.
They were also encouraged by greater interaction and exchanges among countries in the region
especially between the major powers. They were of the view that whilst the security situation
remained stable, the region continued to face uncertainties and challenges such as the
sustainability of the economic recovery process and the threats of terrorism. The Ministers
reiterated the importance of addressing security issues in a comprehensive manner.

In assessing regional and international security developments, the Ministers believed that the
terrorist acts of 11 September 2001 in the United States had a tremendous impact on the overall
security environment. The Ministers recalled the Statement of October 2001 issued by the ARF
Chair on behalf of ARF participants and emphasized the need for the ARF to find ways and means
to cooperate further in the fight against terrorism. In this regard, they recognized the importance
of adding value to the collective and concerted global campaign against terrorism. The Ministers
reaffirmed the principles outlined in the relevant UNSC Resolutions related to the Prevention and
Suppression of Terrorist Acts and expressed satisfaction that all participants had submitted their
reports in compliance with UNSC Resolution 1373. They encouraged early accession to or
ratification of relevant international Conventions and Protocols relating to terrorism.

The Ministers noted the holding of the Workshop on "Financial Measures Against Terrorism", 24-26
March 2002 in Honolulu, co-chaired by Malaysia and the United States, and the Workshop on
"Prevention of Terrorism", 17-19 April 2002 in Bangkok, co-chaired by Thailand and Australia. They
expressed appreciation to these countries and, in this regard, welcomed the "ARF Statement on
Measures Against Terrorist Financing" issued by the Chairman on behalf of all participants and
agreed to review its implementation. They also endorsed the recommendations put forward by the
Bangkok Workshop.

The Ministers welcomed, in particular, the establishment of an Inter-sessional Meeting on Counter-
Terrorism and Transnational Crime (ISM on CT-TC) and noted a Concept Paper submitted by the
United States and Malaysia would serve as a good basis for the work of the new ISM. They were
of the view that enhanced cooperation against terrorism would further strengthen the ARF. The
Ministers expressed appreciation to the United States and Malaysia as Co-Chairmen of the ISM on
CT-TC in the next inter-sessional year. They also noted the efforts by participants to promote
cooperation to combat terrorism within the framework of the ARF, including the submission of
Concept Papers on ARF Dossier on Counter-Terrorism Measures by Japan and on Cyber Terrorism
by the Republic of Korea.

The Ministers pledged their commitment to strengthen bilateral, regional and international
cooperation in combating terrorism comprehensively to make the region a safer place for all. They
commended regional and international efforts against terrorism, in particular: the Declaration by
APEC Economic Leaders of October 2001 in Shanghai; the 7th ASEAN Summit Declaration of
November 2001 on Joint Action to Counter Terrorism in Bandar Seri Begawan; the Declaration by
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization; the ASEAN+3 Leaders' commitment to work together
against terrorism at the 5th ASEAN + 3 Summit 2001 and the Almaty Act and the Declaration on
Eliminating Terrorism and Promoting Dialogue among Civilization issued at the 1st Summit Meeting
of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA).
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.
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The Ministers welcomed the adoption of the Work Program on Terrorism by the Special ASEAN
Ministerial Meeting on Terrorism in Kuala Lumpur and the signing of the Agreement on Information
Exchange and the Establishment of Communication Procedures among Indonesia, Malaysia and the
Philippines on 7 May 2002. T hey further welcomed Cambodia's accession to the Agreement on 30
July 2002. They noted the recent meeting of the 22nd ASEANAPOL on 28-30 May 2002 in Phnom
Penh, to devise ways of working together in their fight against terrorism.

The Ministers noted that further collaboration was needed to support capacity building, in
particular to enhance participants' capability to counter terrorism especially in areas such as legal
assistance, financial measures, and practical law enforcement cooperation. Ministers were of the
view that the management of the consequences of a terrorist attack was a possible area for
future ARF activity/work and recommended that this be given further consideration at the next ARF
Inter-sessional Meeting.

The Ministers emphasized that stable and constructive relations between major powers were key
to regional and global peace and security. They welcomed increased cooperation, dialogue and
exchanges of visits at the highest level among Leaders in the region.

The Ministers expressed concern over the recent naval clash in the Yellow Sea/West Sea, which
had heightened tensions in the Korean Peninsula. They noted, however, the latest moves towards
the easing of tensions and the resumption of dialogue. They stressed the need to ensure the
prevention of the recurrence of such an incident in the future and underlined the importance of
promoting Confidence Building Measures. The Ministers expressed the hope that genuine progress
would be made for the mutual confidence building between North and South Korea and the
enhancement of North and South reconciliation and cooperation. In that regard, they highlighted
the importance of the smooth implementation of the 15 June North-South Joint Declaration and
the follow-up measures agreed upon during the visit to Pyongyang by the Presidential Envoy of the
ROK last April. They also emphasized the importance of the holding of a second Inter-Korean
Summit. The Ministers reiterated the importance of the full implementation of the 1994 Agreed
Framework including the Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization (KEDO) project. The
Ministers hoped that prospects for dialogue between the DPRK and the United States would
improve. They also welcomed the Red Cross Talks between the DPRK and Japan and encouraged
further dialogue.

The Ministers exchanged views on the situation in the South China Sea and noted that the
adoption of a code of conduct in the South China Sea would further promote peace and stability in
the region. In this regard, they noted the agreement of ASEAN member countries in respect of
ASEAN's new approach as reflected in the Joint Communiqué of the 35th ASEAN Ministerial
Meeting. They welcomed ASEAN's resolve to work closely with China on this matter. The Ministers
welcomed the parties continued commitment to exercise self-restraint and to the peaceful
settlement of disputes in the South China Sea in conformity with recognized principles of
international law including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

The Ministers welcomed the outcome of the 7th ASEAN Summit, 5th ASEAN + 3 and ASEAN + 1
Summits on 5-6 November 2001 in Bandar Seri Begawan. They commended efforts at economic
reform, integration and cooperation in the region. These included ASEAN's commitment to further
accelerate its economic integration, embarking on far reaching economic cooperation, bridging the
development gap in ASEAN, measures pursued via APEC and bilateral free trade agreements,
consistent with the goals of the Doha Development Agenda. The Ministers also welcomed the
commitment amongst Heads of State/Government of ASEAN, the People's Republic of China,
Japan and the Republic of Korea in building a closer East Asian partnership to further contribute to
regional peace, stability and prosperity. The Ministers further welcomed the upcoming 1st ASEAN +
India Summit to be held in Phnom Penh in November 2002.

The Ministers reiterated support for the territorial integrity and national unity of Indonesia and
expressed the view that durable stability, economic prosperity and democratization would
contribute to peace, stability and development in the region.

The Ministers recognized the importance of purposes and principles contained in the Treaty of
Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC) as a basis for the promotion of cooperation, amity
and friendship in Southeast Asia and between ASEAN and ARF participants.
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

The Ministers noted the on-going consultations between ASEAN and the Nuclear Weapon States
regarding the latter's signing to the Protocol of the Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-
Free Zone (SEANWFZ). The Ministers reiterated their support to the P5 Joint Statement
concerning security assurances for Mongolia and to its nuclear-free status.

The Ministers welcomed the independence of East Timor (Lorosae) on 20 May 2002 and reiterated
their support for the building of an independent state. In this regard, they emphasized the need for
continued assistance from the international community in the reconstruction and development of
the Democratic Republic of East Timor (DRET) in all areas. They expressed support for the
activities of the United Nations Mission in East Timor (UNMISET). Ministers also appreciated the
Government of Indonesia's support of DRET's independence and the development of strong
bilateral relations.

The Ministers welcomed the recent developments in Myanmar that signified the important
achievements in Myanmar's national reconciliation process, unity and economic progress. The
Ministers expressed the hope that the Government of Myanmar would take steps in further
consolidating such progress.

The Ministers exchanged views on the situation in South Asia and recognized the close link
between peace, security and stability in the region and in the rest of the world and noted recent
efforts in easing tension between India and Pakistan. The Ministers further called for an immediate
end to all terrorist activities in the region as an essential step to de-escalate the situation. While
welcoming its commitment to counter terrorism, Ministers earnestly looked to Pakistan to take
urgent further steps to implement it. This would constitute an important step towards resumption
of dialogue, strengthening of cooperation and resolution of differences through peaceful means
to promote regional and international security and stability.

Ministers welcomed the signing of the Bougainville Peace Agreement on 31 August 2001 and the
subsequent positive steps towards securing peace on Bougainville, including the passage of the
necessary legislation through the Papua New Guinea Parliament in March 2002. Ministers welcomed
the restoration of democracy in Fiji through the elections held in August-September 2001 and
noted the continuing security challenges facing other Pacific Island governments, including
Solomon Islands.

The Ministers welcomed the convening of the Loya Jirga and the subsequent formation of the
Transitional Government of Afghanistan and its efforts towards creating lasting peace in
Afghanistan, thus contributing to peace and stability in that region. The Ministers expressed
satisfaction on the outcome of the Pledging Conference on the Reconstruction Assistance of
Afghanistan in Tokyo this year and called on the international community for the prompt
implementation of its support on the reconstruction of Afghanistan.

The Ministers noted that preventing the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their
means of delivery directly engages the region's fundamental security interests. Ministers further
noted that the terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001 underlined the importance of participants
renewing and fulfilling their individual and collective commitments to multilateral cooperation in the
field of arms control, disarmament and non-proliferation. In the area of conventional arms control,
Ministers noted the importance of efforts by ARF participants to implement the UN Program of
Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the lllicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All its
Aspects such as the regional seminar jointly sponsored by the Philippines and Canada in Manila on
9-10 July 2002.

The Ministers noted with satisfaction that preparations were underway for the 2005 Review
Conference of the States Parties to the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) with the first session of
the Preparatory Committee for the 2005 Review Conference held in New York from 8-19 April 2002.
The Ministers reaffirmed that the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) remained the
cornerstone of the nuclear non-proliferation regime and the essential foundation for the pursuit of
nuclear disarmament. They regarded that preserving and strengthening the NPT would be vital to
peace and security. They noted the calls at the Preparatory Committee for States to accede to the
NPT, the comprehensive safeguards of the International Atomic Energy Agency, and to the
Additional Protocol to NPT Safeguards Agreement.
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32. The Ministers acknowledged that states at the CTBT Conference on 11-13 November 2001 in New
York had renewed the commitment to work towards universal ratification of the Treaty and its early
entry into force. The Ministers reaffirmed the importance for all states to maintain the existing
moratorium on nuclear testing and reiterated the call for all states to work towards the objective of
total elimination of nuclear weapons.

33. The Ministers expressed the hope that the re-convened session of the 5th BTWC Review
Conference to be held in November 2002 would make progress in efforts to strengthen the
Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC), especially by agreeing to hold annual meetings
of State Parties. They also underlined the importance of ensuring that the First Review Conference
of the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) in April/May 2003 is a success. They recognized the
importance of promoting universality of the CWC and BWC.

Reports of Track | and Il Activities for the Current Inter-sessional Year (July 2001-July 2002)
Track |

34. The Ministers noted with satisfaction the successful implementation of Track | and Il activities
during the current inter-sessional year (July 2001-July 2002). They noted, in particular, the Co-
Chairmen's Summary Report of the Meetings of the ARF Inter-sessional Support Group on
Confidence Building Measures (ISG on CBMs), co-chaired by India and Viet Nam, held in New Delhi,
India 19-21 December and in Ha Noi, Viet Nam 21-23 April 2002. The Ministers commended the work
of the ISG on CBMs in advancing the ARF process. They endorsed the recommendations contained
in the above-mentioned report.

35. The Ministers also noted the following activities which took place under the auspices of the ISG on
CBMs:
35.1 The Second Law of the Armed Conflict Seminar in Bangkok on 7-10 August 2001.

35.2 Workshop for Mid-Level ARF Civilian and Defense Officials on Preventive Diplomacy in
Brunei on 10-14 September 2001.

35.3 Fifth ARF Meeting of Heads of Defense Colleges/Institutions in Tokyo on 28-31 August
2001.

35.4 ARF Peacekeeping Seminar: Best Practices and Lessons Learned in New Delhi on 20-21
March 2002.

35.5 ARF Workshop on Financial Measures Against Terrorism in Honolulu on 24-26 March
2002.

35.6 ARF Workshop on Prevention of Terrorism in Bangkok on 17-19 April 2002.

36. The Ministers also endorsed the Concept Papers on "A Recording Mechanism of ARF CBMs" and
"Defense Dialogue within the ASEAN Regional Forum" prepared by New Zealand and Singapore
respectively.

Track Il

37. The Ministers took note of the paper submitted by CSCAP entitled "ARF in the 21st Century" and
the outcome of the Workshop on Preventive Diplomacy organized by CSCAP and the Institute of
International Relations Viet Nam. They welcomed efforts to enhance linkages between Track | and
Track Il in particular ASEAN-ISIS, CSCAP and other institutions. They expressed the view that inputs
from Track Il could be further discussed by Track .

38. The Ministers encouraged ASEAN and Russia to continue their work on the draft Pacific Concord.

Program of Work for the Next Inter-Sessional Year (July 2002-July 2003)



39. The Ministers agreed that the ISG on CBMs continue their work and welcomed the offer by Laos
and New Zealand to co-chair the ISG on CBMs in the next inter-sessional year. Ministers also
noted that the next ISG on CBMs would be held in Wellington, New Zealand on 20-22 November
2002. The second meeting of the ISG on CBMs will be held in Vientiane, Lao PDR on 26-28 March
2003.

40. The Ministers endorsed the program of work for the next inter-sessional year (July 2002-July
2003).

Future Direction of the ARF Process

41. The Ministers reaffirmed their commitment in further strengthening the ARF as an effective forum
for political and security dialogue and cooperation in the evolving security situation in the Asia
Pacific region.

42. The Ministers emphasized the importance of the evolutionary approach of the ARF process from
confidence building to preventive diplomacy and elaboration of approaches to conflicts. They
underscored the ARF process of decision-making by consensus, moving at a pace comfortable to
all ARF participants and ASEAN's role as the primary driving force of the ARF process.

43. The Ministers endorsed the recommendations contained in Brunei Darussalam's Paper on "Stock-
taking of the ARF Process" and encouraged their effective implementation. They shared the view
that enhanced cooperation against terrorism would help further strengthen confidence building in
the ARF.

44. The Ministers welcomed the enhanced role of the chair in particular assigning the ASEAN
Secretariat to assist the ARF Chairman in coordinating the work of the ARF and in this connection,
recalled the roles recommended by the ISG on CBMs. They noted that some of these roles have
been carried out and encouraged further implementation. Ministers noted other recommendations
contained in the initial Brunei Darussalam paper circulated on 5 May 2002 and a number of
participants were of the view that these could be considered in the future. These included an Inter-
sessional Group on Weapons of Mass Destruction, an Inter-sessional Group on Preventive
Diplomacy and establishment of an early-warning system.

45. While, the ARF process should further consolidate and broaden its work in confidence building
measures to promote trust, understanding and cooperation among ARF participants, the Ministers
also recognized the importance of making further progress on PD. The Ministers underlined the
ARF's work in tackling terrorism represented a milestone in the ARF's development of a preventive
role.

46. On the expansion of the ARF, Ministers noted the intention of DRET to join ARF. The Ministers also
noted that Pakistan had renewed its application to join the ARF. They welcomed the suggestion
that the expansion of the ARF be kept under review.

47. The Ministers expressed satisfaction with the progress in exploring the overlap between CBMs/PD.
In strengthening the four CBM/PD overlap measures, namely the enhanced role of the ARF Chair,
the ARF Registers of Experts/Eminent Persons, the Annual Security Outlook and voluntary
background briefing on regional security issues, they agreed that the ARF further intensifies its
work in implementing them as well as further exploring the overlap between CBMs and PD.
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DECLARATION ON THE CONDUCT OF PARTIES IN THE
SOUTH CHINA SEA

The Governments of the Member States of ASEAN and the Government of the People's Republic of China,

REAFFIRMING their determination to consolidate and develop the friendship and cooperation existing between their people and governments with the view t
promoting a 21st century-oriented partnership of good neighbourliness and mutual trust;

COGNIZANT of the need to promote a peaceful, friendly and harmonious environment in the South China Sea between ASEAN and China for the enhancement ¢
peace, stability, economic growth and prosperity in the region;

COMMITTED to enhancing the principles and objectives of the 1997 Joint Statement of the Meeting of the Heads of State/Government of the Member States ¢
ASEAN and President of the People's Republic of China;

DESIRING to enhance favourable conditions for a peaceful and durable solution of differences and disputes among countries concerned;
HEREBY DECLARE the following:

1. The Parties reaffirm their commitment to the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, th
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia, the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, and other universally recognized principles of international lay
which shall serve as the basic norms governing state-to-state relations;

2. The Parties are committed to exploring ways for building trust and confidence in accordance with the above-mentioned principles and on the basis of equality an
mutual respect;

3. The Parties reaffirm their respect for and commitment to the freedom of navigation in and overflight above the South China Sea as provided for by th
universally recognized principles of international law, including the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea;

4. The Parties concerned undertake to resolve their territorial and jurisdictional disputes by peaceful means, without resorting to the threat or use of force, throug
friendly consultations and negotiations by sovereign states directly concerned, in accordance with universally recognized principles of international law, includin
the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea;

5. The Parties undertake to exercise self-restraint in the conduct of activities that would complicate or escalate disputes and affect peace and stability including
among others, refraining from action of inhabiting on the presently uninhabited islands, reefs, shoals, cays, and other features and to handle their differences in
constructive manner.

Pending the peaceful settlement of territorial and jurisdictional disputes, the Parties concerned undertake to intensify efforts to seek ways, in the spirit ¢
cooperation and understanding, to build trust and confidence between and among them, including:

a. holding dialogues and exchange of views as appropriate between their defense and military officials;

b. ensuring just and humane treatment of all persons who are either in danger or in distress;

c. notifying, on a voluntary basis, other Parties concerned of any impending joint/combined military exercise; and
d. exchanging, on a voluntary basis, relevant information.

6. Pending a comprehensive and durable settlement of the disputes, the Parties concerned may explore or undertake cooperative activities. These may include th
following:

a. marine environmental protection;

b. marine scientific research;

c. safety of navigation and communication at sea;

d. search and rescue operation; and

e. combating transnational crime, including but not limited to trafficking in illicit drugs, piracy and armed robbery at sea, and illegal traffic in arms.

The modalities, scope and locations, in respect of bilateral and multilateral cooperation should be agreed upon by the Parties concerned prior to their actue
implementation.

7. The Parties concerned stand ready to continue their consultations and dialogues concerning relevant issues, through modalities to be agreed by them, includin
regular consultations on the observance of this Declaration, for the purpose of promoting good neighbourliness and transparency, establishing harmony, mutue
understanding and cooperation, and facilitating peaceful resolution of disputes among them;

8. The Parties undertake to respect the provisions of this Declaration and take actions consistent therewith;
9. The Parties encourage other countries to respect the principles contained in this Declaration;

10. The Parties concerned reaffirm that the adoption of a code of conduct in the South China Sea would further promote peace and stability in the region and agre
to work, on the basis of consensus, towards the eventual attainment of this objective.

Done on the Fourth Day of November in the Year Two Thousand and Two in Phnom Penh, the Kingdom of Cambodia.
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Joint Communiqué of the 36th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting Phnom Penh,
16-17 June 2003

1. We, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), met in Phnom Penh on 16-17
June 2003, the first time that Cambodia had hosted our annual regular meeting.

The meeting was chaired by H.E. Mr. HOR Namhong, Senior Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation of the Kingdom of Cambodia.

2. Present for the event was Honorable Sir Rabbie Namaliu, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Immigration of Papua New
Guinea, a special observer in ASEAN. His Excellency Mr. José Ramos-Horta, Senior Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs anc

Cooperation of the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste, was present as guest of the Chairman of the 36t ASEAN Standing
Committee.

3. His Excellency Samdech Hun Sen, Prime Minister of Cambodia, favored us with a keynote address, which we deeply
appreciated. In his address, His Excellency the Prime Minister stressed the achievements of ASEAN in contributing to regional
peace and security, Southeast Asia’s sense of identity, and the political, security, economic, trade, investment and financial

architecture of the region. He cited in particular the agreements and decisions reached at the 8t ASEAN Summit in Phnom Pen
in terms of ASEAN’s economic integration and solidarity. His Excellency Prime Minister Hun Sen urged the ASEAN Foreign
Ministers to accomplish six tasks:

1]
exercising political leadership in promoting ASEAN cooperation and integration;
1]

effectively coordinating the implementation of the Initiative for ASEAN Integration and other programs for the development of the
Mekong Basin and ensuring their consistency with one another;

%)

taking a leading political role in the implementation of the recommendations of the East Asia Study Group for advancing the
ASEAN+3 process;

4]

ensuring the coordinated implementation of the ASEAN Tourism Agreement and of the measures agreed upon for overcoming th
impact of SARS and promoting Southeast Asia as a SARS-free region;

14}

making sure that the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in Southeast Asia are observed and implemented; and
16}

taking a leadership role in carrying out measures to combat international terrorism.

4. With the theme “Towards an ASEAN Economic Community — Integrated and Outward-Looking,” we explored ways for
deeper regional integration, while further devoting attention to the Initiative for ASEAN Integration and the ASEAN Tourism
Agreement.

5. We exchanged views on some of the most critical issues of our time, including the threat of international terrorism . We
were gratified by ASEAN’s ability to respond quickly to critical developments affecting Southeast Asia, recalling in particular the
Special ASEAN Leaders’ Meeting and the Special ASEAN-China Leaders’ Meeting on SARS on 29 April 2003 in Bangkok to wor
out cooperative measures for dealing with SARS and our informal meeting in Karambunai, Malaysia, to address the effects of th
situations in Iraq and Korea on the region and our countries. We agreed that these developments provided ASEAN with not only
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challenges but also opportunities to enhance ASEAN solidarity and cooperation.

6. In this new context, we resolved to continue to build upon the basic principles and fundamental values by which ASEAN
has recorded considerable achievements. We committed ourselves to further strengthening solidarity and cohesiveness in
ASEAN's traditional spirit. We attached great importance to further promoting ASEAN's resilience and cooperation in the spirit o
“prosper thy neighbor” and self-help. We resolved to redouble our efforts in deepening economic integration and narrowing the
development gap. We reaffirmed our commitment to remain outward-looking and, in this light, resolved to enhance equal
partnership and cooperation with countries outside the region, particularly our Dialogue Partners, and with international
institutions. We committed ourselves to joining efforts with others in the international community in striving for a world of peace,
stability and justice.

7. We

placed our support behind the process of dialogue and consultation on the situation on the Korean peninsula and stressed the
importance of a nuclear weapons-free Korea. We called for a central and vital role for the United Nations in a post-war Iragq. W
reiterated our determination to cooperate in the fight against international terrorism.

ASEAN INTEGRATION
Regional Economic Integration

8. Keenly aware that regional economic integration is crucial for ASEAN’s competitiveness, we reaffirmed the need to move
deeper economic integration toward an ASEAN economic community. We commended the work of the ASEAN Economic
Ministers, the High Level Task Force on ASEAN economic integration and the Senior Economic Officials in this regard. In this
light, we were gratified by the progress being made in the efforts to develop ideas for the content and direction of the next stage
regional economic integration. We appreciated the briefing given us at this meeting on the full report of the ASEAN
Competitiveness Study, which had been commissioned by the ASEAN Economic Ministers . We noted with appreciation the
studies on the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) done by the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, the ASEAN Institutes of
Strategic and International Studies (ASEAN-ISIS), and the ASEAN Secretariat. Recognizing the importance of business inputs
for deeper regional economic integration, we encouraged the ASEAN Business Advisory Council to provide inputs and
suggestion on the ASEAN economic community. We noted with appreciation the European Commission’s readiness to share
with ASEAN the European Union’s experience with regional economic integration. We requested the ASEAN Secretariat to
pursue the matter with the European Commission. We directed our Senior Officials to look into the political implications of the
ASEAN economic community for the future of ASEAN.

9. We had extensive discussions on the concept of the ASEAN Economic Community. We agreed to ensure that the AEC
would further contribute to narrow and close the development gap within ASEAN. In this regard, we recognized that deepening
ASEAN economic integration and establishing an ASEAN Economic Community would have profound implications for ASEAN’s
institutions and practices; for example, in matters pertaining to the enforceability of and compliance with ASEAN agreements, the
settlement of disputes, the coordination of national policies, the mandate and capacity of the ASEAN Secretariat, and the
resources available for ASEAN purposes. Accordingly, we directed the

ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting, the ASEAN Standing Committee and the ASEAN Secretariat to work thoroughly on these
matters and report to us at the earliest opportunity. We agreed to submit our views on the AEC to the oth ASEAN Summit in Bali
in October 2003.

10. We reviewed the Hanoi Plan of Action and agreed that the next Plan of Action should focus on regional economic
integration, while further narrowing the development gap within the region.

ASEAN Tourism Agreement
11.

We reiterated our gratification over the signing by ASEAN'’s leaders of the ASEAN Tourism Agreement (ATA) in Phnom Penh on -
November 2002. Stressing the great importance of tourism to the development of our countries and noting that the
implementation of the ATA was the responsibility of various national agencies and ASEAN bodies, we called for the early
negotiation and conclusion of the agreements and other instruments necessary for the realization of the ATA's purposes. We
directed the ASEAN Standing Committee and the ASEAN Secretariat, working together with the ASEAN Tourism Ministers and
the National Tourism Organizations, to support this task. We called on the developed countries to refrain from indiscriminately
issuing travel advisories that adversely affect trade and tourism in the region. Initiative for ASEAN Integration and the Mekong
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Basin

12. We reaffirmed the critical political and economic significance of Al in narrowing the development gap in ASEAN and
strengthening the competitiveness of ASEAN as a whole. In this connection, we called for closer coordination among ASEAN
bodies to accelerate activities within the framework of the IAl and the Ha Noi Declaration on Narrowing the Development Gap fol
closer ASEAN Integration. Recalling that the 8t ASEAN Summit had approved the Work Plan for the Initiative for ASEAN
Integration as a priority for ASEAN, we were gratified by the efforts of the member-countries to implement the Work Plan. Noting
that the newer members had incorporated several elements of the 1Al in their national policies and national development plans,
we encouraged the international community to extend concrete support to the projects embodied in the 1Al Work Plan. In the lon
run, an integrated ASEAN with open markets would serve the economic interests of ASEAN as well as its trading partners.

13. We reviewed ASEAN-China cooperation on the development of the Mekong Basin within the ASEAN Mekong Basin
Development Cooperation (AMBDC) framework. We reiterated our call on Japan and the Republic of Korea to consider
participating in the core group of the AMBDC, and the international community and international financial institutions to support
the completion of the Singapore-Kunming Rail Link, specifically the construction of the missing segments of this project.
Recalling the first GMS summit in Phnom Penh on 3 November 2002, we expressed our appreciation for the Greater Mekong
Sub-region program of the Asian Development Bank. We urged that the various programs for the development of the Mekong
Basin be undertaken in close coordination to ensure the equitable and sustainable development of the basin, taking into account
the interests of all countries, the concerns of the downstream countries, and the protection of the environment.

Sub-Regional Growth Areas

14. We acknowledged the contribution of the sub-regional growth areas in hastening regional integration, generating
employment and raising the standard of living of people in these areas. Recognizing the importance of balanced development of
various growth areas, we agreed on the need to attract investors and development assistance. We commended the Asian
Development Bank for its study on Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA).

POLITICAL AND SECURITY COOPERATION
Political Cooperation

15. In discussing political and security cooperation, we considered a wide range of issues without prejudice to the cardinal
principle of non-interference.

16. We acknowledged the equally significant importance of the political security cooperation in the process of achieving ASEAN
integration. We agreed to continue considering this component of integration that will ensure peace, stability, and prosperity in th
region.

17. We re-affirmed our support for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and national unity of Indonesia. We recognized the efforts
of the Indonesian Government to restore peace and order in Aceh. We also pledged our support to deny the separatist
movement access to means of violence through, among all, preventing arms smuggling into the Aceh province.

18. We discussed the recent political developments in Myanmar, particularly the incident of 30 May 2003. We noted the efforts ¢
the Government of Myanmar to promote peace and development. In this connection, we urged Myanmar to resume its efforts of
national reconciliation and dialogue among all parties concerned leading to a peaceful transition to democracy. We welcomed th:
assurances given by Myanmar that the measures taken following the incident were temporary and looked forward to the early
lifting of restrictions placed on Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the NLD members. We also reaffirmed our continued support for the
efforts of the UNSG Special Representative Tan Sri Razali Ismail.

Terrorism

19. We reiterated our condemnation of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. At the same time, we emphasized the neec
to address the root causes of terrorism and rejected any attempt to associate terrorism with any religion, race, nationality or
ethnic group. We reviewed, with satisfaction, the intensified cooperation among ASEAN member-countries in the fight against
terrorism, which had made possible the arrest of persons engaged in terrorist activities and helped prevent the occurrence of
terrorist acts. We renewed our resolve to pursue the purposes of the Declaration on Terrorism issued by the 8t ASEAN Summit
on4

November 2002. We affirmed our resolve to continue working with our law-enforcement authorities in carrying out the specific
measures laid down in the ASEAN Declaration on Joint Action to Counter Terrorism, which the ASEAN leaders issued in
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November 2001, and in the work plan adopted by the Special ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Terrorism in May 2002.
20.

We renewed our determination to cooperate closely with the international community in combating international terrorism. We
were gratified by the results of the International Conference on Anti-Terrorism and Tourism Recovery in Manila in November
2002, the Regional Conference on Combating Money-Laundering and Terrorist Financing in Bali in December 2002, and the
Inter-sessional Meeting on Counter-Terrorism and Transnational Crime of the ASEAN Regional Forum in K arambunai in March
2003. We welcomed the success of the ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting on Transnational Crime and the first-ever SOMTC+3
and SOMTC+1 meetings with China, the European Union and the United States on 9-13 June 2003 in Ha Noi. We looked
forward to the implementation of the undertakings that we made with the Secretary of State of the United States of America in oL
joint declaration of 1 August 2002 and the commitments that we undertook with our European Union counterparts in the joint
declaration that the ASEAN-EU Ministerial Meeting issued on 28 January 2003. We also looked forward to further discussion of
cooperation against international terrorism at both the ASEAN Regional Forum and the Post-Ministerial Conferences in the days
ahead and particularly to the issuance of an ARF Statement on Cooperative Counter-Terrorist Actions on Border Security .

21. We welcomed the establishment of the Southeast Asia Regional Centre for Counter-Terrorism in Kuala Lumpur.
Transnational Crime
22. Reaffirming our resolve to combat transnational crime, we noted with appreciation the progress

of the Work Programme to Implement the ASEAN Plan of Action to Combat Transnational Crime and urged member countries tc
maintain the momentum of joint activities. In this regard, we appreciated the convening by Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia,
Malaysia and Thailand of ASEAN workshops under the Work Programme and urged other member countries to undertake simile
capacity-building measures for combating transnational crime. We were pleased with the cooperation initiated with China, Japai
and the Republic of Korea, the European Union, and the United States in combating transnational crime. We looked forward to

the 4" ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime (AMMTC) and AMMTC+3 in Bangkok in December 2003.
23.

We affirmed our determination to ensure the implementation of the commitments made by our leaders and the Premier of the
State Council of the People’s Republic of China in the joint statement that they adopted in Phnom Penh on 4 November 2002
providing for cooperation on non-traditional security issues, including drug-trafficking, people-smuggling, trafficking in women
and children, sea piracy, terrorism, arms smuggling, money laundering, international economic crime, and cyber crime.

24. We welcomed the outcome of the Second Regional Conference on People Smuggling, Trafficking in Persons and Related
Transnational Crime in Bali on 29 April 2003. We urged the international community to assist source countries in addressing the
root causes of the illegal movement of people, contribute to support programs for displaced persons, and help in alleviating the
plight of refugees.

25.

We placed particular importance on international cooperation against piracy and other threats to maritime security and looked
forward to discussing this critical issue at the ASEAN Regional Forum with a view to the issuance of an ARF statement in this
regard.

South China Sea
26. We reaffirmed the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea,

which we signed with China in Phnom Penh on 4 November 2002 , as an important step towards a Code of Conduct in the Sout!
China Sea and as a valuable contribution to peace and stability in the region. We stressed the need for observance of the
provisions of the Declaration and urged all concerned parties to undertake the confidence-building and cooperative measures
called for in accordance with the Declaration. We reiterated our call for continued self-restraint and the avoidance of any action
that would complicate the situation in the South China Sea. We emphasized the need for all concerned to seek to deal with the
disputes in the South China Sea by peaceful means in conformity with international law, including the United Nations Conventior
on the Law of the Sea. We encouraged the continuation of the informal Workshops on Managing Potential Conflict in the South
China Sea. Treaty of Amity and Cooperation

27. We reaffirmed the importance of the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia as a framework for governing
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relations within ASEAN and between ASEAN and countries outside the region. We warmly welcomed the decision of the
People’s Republic of China to accede to the Treaty and the intention of India and Russia to do so in the near future.

ASEAN Regional Forum

28. We reviewed the achievements of the ASEAN Regional Forum over the past ten years and concluded that the ARF had bee
a unique and indispensable forum for political and security dialogue and cooperation in the Asia-Pacific. We

acknowledged the important responsibility borne by ASEAN as the driving force of the ARF.  While reaffirming the need to
continue our focus on CBMs as the foundation of the whole ARF process, we underlined the significance of moving toward the
second stage of Preventive Diplomacy on the basis of consensus and at a pace comfortable to all. We commended the initiative
of the ARF Chairman, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of Cambodia, as part of the enhanced role c
the ARF Chair and of preventive diplomacy.

29. We agreed to lift the moratorium, and to consider the application of new participants of ARF on a case-by-case basis. We
agreed to accept Pakistan as a new participant in the ARF. In this regard, we decided to communicate our consensus to non-
ASEAN ARF participants.

FUNCTIONAL COOPERATION
Health
30.

We affirmed our determination to do our part in carrying out the decisions reached at the Special ASEAN Leaders’ Meeting on
SARS and the Special ASEAN-China Leaders’ Meeting on SARS, which we considered as exemplifying ASEAN’s response to
crises — quick, coordinated, pragmatic and flexible. Welcoming the declaration by the World Health Organization that the SARS
affected ASEAN countries had brought the disease under control, we were pleased by the fact that all of ASEAN was now SARS
free. We reiterated the ASEAN leaders’ call on other countries to take measures to combat SARS similar to those being taken b
ASEAN and to refrain from issuing indiscriminate travel advisories on account of SARS. We expressed our appreciation for the
cooperation of China, Japan and the Republic of Korea with ASEAN in combating SARS as well as the work of WHO .

31. We noted with satisfaction the progress of the implementation of the ASEAN Work Programme on HIV/AIDS Il (2002-2005)
We also noted that multi-sectoral cooperation on HIV/AIDS was being promoted by the inclusion of the subject in a number of
ASEAN meetings. In this regard, we welcomed the convening of the 15t International Conference on AIDS to be held in
Bangkok on 11-16 July 2004. We expressed our appreciation for UNAIDS, other international organizations and ASEAN's
Dialogue Partners for supporting the operationalization of the Work Programme.

Environment

32. We expressed our support for the ASEAN Environment Year, which was launched in Siem Reap in March 2003.
Recognizing the vital importance of regional and international cooperation in preventing and combating trans-boundary haze
pollution and mitigating its effects, we welcomed the ratification of the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution by
five member-countries. We called on the other member-states to ratify the Agreement as soon as possible in order to ensure its
early entry into force. We affirmed our commitment to its implementation as soon as possible. We commended the ASEAN
Environment M

inisters for ASEAN’s contribution to the World Summit on Sustainable Development and to the work of ensuring the
implementation of its decisions.

Drugs
33.

Recalling the designation of 2002-2003 as “ASEAN Drugs Awareness Years,” we renewed our resolve to support ASEAN’s
commitment to achieve an ASEAN Drugs-Free Zone by 2015 and welcomed the implementation of projects such as the Study
Trip on Drug Control Activities in Thailand for ASEAN Directors-General and Heads of Narcotics Control Focal Points of ASEAN
and China, from 12 to 15 September 2002. We commended the national support given to the campaign by each member-
country, particularly the collaboration among governments, non-governmental organizations and the mass media as well as
efforts and cooperation framework among countries in the region. We welcomed the convening of the first meeting of the
ASEAN-European Commission Sub-Committee on Narcotics in October 2002 in Kuala Lumpur. We also welcomed the
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launching of the ACCORD (ASEAN-China Cooperative Operations in Response to Dangerous Drugs) Regional Information
Network and the establishment of the ACCORD Account to finance drug-control projects in ASEAN and China.

Other Areas of Cooperation

34. We commended the vital work done in the past year by ASEAN ministers and officials in several areas of ASEAN functional
cooperation, including science and technology, health, labor, law, rural development and poverty eradication, and culture and
information. We affirmed our support for their work, which has contributed significantly for the betterment of our peoples’ lives.

We noted in particular the augmentation of the ASEAN Science Fund , the standardization of agriculture-related products,
including pesticides, livestock, animal vaccines and forest products, and the many activities in culture and information that serve
to expand awareness of ASEAN and help develop a stronger sense of regional identity.

35. We recognized the importance of the sea in trade, transportation and communication activities for all member countries. As i
offers both opportunities and challenges, we stressed the need to cooperate to deal with maritime-related issues as well as to
discuss their impact and implications in a comprehensive manner.

36.

We reaffirmed our commitment to the protection and promotion of human rights. In this regard, we noted the ongoing ASEAN
efforts and dialogues with the non-governmental Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism. We took note of the
meeting between the ASEAN Senior Officials and the Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism in Phnom Penh
on 14 June 2003 and the Track Il conference on human rights held in Bangkok on 28-29 May 2003. We also noted the
establishment of national human rights mechanisms in some Member Countries.

EXTERNAL RELATIONS
37. We were satisfied with the progress being made in ASEAN+3 cooperation. We noted in particular that

twelve bilateral currency swap arrangements had already been concluded by the ASEAN +3 countries, with an aggregate amou
of US$31.5 billion, to form the network of such arrangements envisioned in the Chiang Mai Initiative. We also welcomed the
launching of the ASEAN+3 Pilot Scheme to establish an ASEAN/East Asia Emergency Rice Reserve to strengthen food security
in the region.

38. Recalling that the leaders of ASEAN, China, Japan and the Republic of Korea had, at the ASEAN+3 Summit on 4 Novembe
2002, adopted the Final Report of the East Asia Study Group, which they had received from the Prime Minister of the Republic o
Korea, we directed our officials to coordinate the implementation of the short-term and long-term measures recommended by the
Final Report for the purpose of strengthening East Asian cooperation, including the possibility of an East Asia summit and of an
East Asia free trade area.

We called for the expeditious formulation and implementation of concrete projects to carry out the short-term measures.

39. We reaffirmed our support for the implementation of the Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation
between ASEAN and China, which our leaders and the Premier of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China signed in
Phnom Penh on 4 November 2002. We recalled that the Agreement provides for the creation of an ASEAN-China free trade are
within ten years, the liberalization of and cooperation on trade in goods and trade in services, the liberalization of, cooperation in
and the protection of investments, and cooperation in other areas of economic endeavor. We welcomed in particular the
consideration given in the Agreement to the disparities between ASEAN countries in their levels of development. We were
confident that the implementation of the agreement would result not only in the expected economic benefits for both ASEAN and
China but also in stronger overall ASEAN-China relations, and thus contribute to the security and stability of this part of the
world. We also welcomed the preferential tariff treatment that China is extending to the least-developed countries in ASEAN anc
the write-off of their debts to China.

40. We were gratified by the signing in Phnom Penh on 5 November 2002 of the Joint Declaration of the Leaders of ASEAN an
Japan on the Comprehensive Economic Partnership (CEP). We welcomed, in particular, the fact that the CEP would encompass
concrete projects and allow for flexible treatment for ASEAN’s new members in addition to the special and differential treatment
for developing countries called for in WTO. We noted with gratification the steps that had been taken to establish the joint
committee that would draft a framework agreement for the realization of the CEP. We reviewed with satisfaction the activities the
had taken place so far in observance of the ASEAN-Japan Exchange Year 2003. They would culminate in an ASEAN-Japan
Commemorative Summit celebrating the 3ot anniversary of ASEAN-Japan relations. Commending the Initiative for
Development in East Asia (IDEA) by the Prime Minister of Japan, we reiterated our satisfaction with the conduct and outcome of
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the IDEA ministerial meeting in Tokyo in August 2002. We looked forward to an early implementation of its decisions.

41. We hailed the historic first meeting of the leaders of ASEAN and India in Phnom Penh on 5 November 2002. Noting their
decision to meet annually henceforth, we agreed to ensure that follow-through action is taken on the measures agreed upon by
our leaders and the Prime Minister of India for strengthening political, economic and cultural cooperation between ASEAN and
India, on which we shall report to the ASEAN-India Summit in October this year. These measures include the pursuit of the
ASEAN-India Regional Trade and Investment Area previously agreed upon. We were pleased to note that ASEAN and India hac
been working on a Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation with a view to its signing at the 2"d ASEAN
India Summit in Bali in October 2003.

42. We welcomed the groundwork that had been laid for carrying out the Enterprise for ASEAN Initiative proposed by the Unite
States of America on 26 October 2002 to strengthen economic ties, including possible free trade areas, between the United
States and individual ASEAN countries. We looked forward to the conclusion of an ASEAN-U. S. Trade and Investment
Facilitation Agreement (TIFA). We expressed our expectation that the Enterprise for ASEAN Initiative would be realized for all
ASEAN member-states in the shortest possible time. We also welcomed the U. S. initiative for an ASEAN Cooperation Plan and
looked forward to the implementation of projects under the plan.

43. We reviewed the results of the 141" ASEAN-EU Ministerial Meeting (AEMM) in Brussels on 27-28 January 2003. We
recalled the AEMM’s discussion of our priorities for future ASEAN-EU cooperation and our agreement to develop, in line with
those priorities, an agenda encompassing trade and investment promotion, sustainable and equitable development, the fight
against crime and terrorism, cultural cooperation and people-to-people contacts, and dialogue on common concerns. We lookec
forward to the development of concrete measures, projects and mechanisms to carry out this agenda. We welcomed the
decision reached at the consultations between the ASEAN Economic Ministers and the EU Trade Commissioner in Luang
Prabang, Laos, on 4 April 2003 to work towards the establishment of a Trans-Regional EU-ASEAN Trade Initiative aimed at
strengthening economic cooperation between the two regions.

44. We welcomed the progress being made in the Closer Economic Partnership (CEP) between ASEAN and the Closer
Economic Relations (CER) countries of Australia and New Zealand. We considered the work on the CEP as a valuable
contribution to the strengthening of the overall relationship between the two neighboring regions.

45. We looked forward to the signing by ASEAN and Russia of the Joint Declaration on Partnership for Peace and Security, an
Prosperity and Development in the Asia-Pacific Region as an important step in institutionalizing and enhancing the present
relations between them.

46. We reiterated our call for the expeditious admission of Cambodia, Lao PDR and Viet Nam into the World Trade
Organization and for the early participation of Cambodia, Lao PDR and Myanmar in the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) and in
APEC.

47. We welcomed the efforts by Thailand and Viet Nam in preparing for the 11 t Informal APEC Economic Leaders Meeting or
20-22 October 2003 in Bangkok and for the 5t ASEM Summit scheduled for October 2004 in Ha Noi respectively. We expressec
our strong support to Thailand and Vietnam in making the Summits a success. The convening of the two summits in ASEAN
Countries reflects the active role of ASEAN in enhancing inter-regional cooperation.

INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ISSUES
Korean Peninsula
48. Recalling the statements

that we issued in Brussels on 28 January 2003 and in Karambunai, Sabah, on 19 March 2003, we viewed with continuing
concern the tensions arising from the situation in Korea. We reaffirmed our conviction that a nuclear weapons-free Korea and a
peaceful resolution of the current tensions through dialogue and negotiations would be a valuable contribution to the prospects
for peace and stability in East Asia. We expressed our appreciation to His Excellency Mr. HOR Namhong, Senior Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of Cambodia for his efforts, as Chairman of the ASEAN Standing
Committee and the ASEAN Regional Forum, in contributing to the international endeavor to ease tensions in the Korean
peninsula. We reaffirmed our support for the process of dialogue and consultation among the parties directly concerned,
welcoming the talks held in Beijing on 23 April 2003 among China, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and the United
States of America and the Cabinet-level meeting between North and South Korea in the same month. We looked forward to
further discussions on this matter at the 10th ASEAN Regional Forum on 18 June 2003, confirming our view that the ARF could
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be a useful venue for facilitating dialogue on the Korean peninsula and support the incoming ASC/ARF Chair to contribute furthe
to the efforts initiated by H.E. Mr. HOR Namhong.

Iraq

49. Reiterating the statement that we issued at our informal meeting in Karambunai, Malaysia, March 2003, we reaffirmed our
support for a central and vital

role for the United Nations in the reconstruction and development of Iraq in accordance with the aspirations of the people of Irac
and with the UN’s responsibility in the maintenance of international peace and stability. We stressed that all measures relating
the future of Iraq must be undertaken on the basis of respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity, political independence and
security of Iraq as well as for the wellbeing of the Iraqi people. We also urged the international community to extend adequate
assistance to the people of Iraq to meet their basic needs and also to ensure that normalcy and law and order is restored and
maintained.

Middle East

50. We welcomed all initiatives to end the bloodshed in the Middle East and to secure durable peace on the basis of justice an
called for respect for and the implementation of the relevant United Nations resolutions. The Ministers welcomed the diplomatic
efforts of the Quartet together with the Arab initiative. They hoped that the Quartet's Roadmap would finally lead to the realizatiol
of a viable Palestinian state and reaffirmed the right of all states in the region to exist within recognized and secure boundaries.
They expressed concern over the escalating cycle of violence in the region and hoped that all parties would continue to play a
constructive role so as not to derail the process towards achieving such an objective. Given the complexity of the issues involvec
the Ministers stressed that all efforts in the political, security, economic, humanitarian and institution-building must proceed
together and be all encompassing.

South Asia

51. We welcomed the recent positive developments in the relations between India and Pakistan, particularly the peaceful
initiatives by the Indian Prime Minister, which constitute encouraging steps towards a fully normalized relationship between the
two sides. We expressed the hope that the two sides would continue their dialogue and cooperation and resolve their difference
through peaceful means in the interests of the two peoples and for the sake of peace and stability in South Asia and the world.

Asia Cooperation Dialogue

52. We acknowledged the significance of the Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD), which is serving as a bridge between the sub-

regions of Asia, creating an Asia-wide network of cooperation. We noted the progress of the ACD in terms of both dialogue and

projects during the past year, with the support of all ASEAN countries and look forward to the second ACD Ministerial Meeting or
21-22 June 2003 in Chiang Mai, Thailand.

Asian Bond Market

53. We welcomed the active participation of five ASEAN member countries in the Asian Bond Fund, which was launched in
Bangkok by the Prime Minister of Thailand on 2 June 2003, and looked forward to the eventual participation of other ASEAN
member countries.

Multilateralism

54. We reaffirmed the importance of strictly abiding by the principles of international law, including the Charter of the United
Nations. In this regard, we underlined the central and vital role of the United Nations in the maintenance of peace and security
and the strengthening of international cooperation.

INSTITUTIONAL MATTERS

55. We congratulated Mr. Ong Keng Yong on his appointment by the ASEAN Leaders to be Secretary-General of ASEAN from
2003-2007. We welcomed his initiatives to streamline and strengthen the ASEAN Secretariat and to enhance its role in line with
the changing political and economic environment and regional priorities. We expressed our strong support to the Secretary-
General’s continuing efforts in this regard.

New ASEAN Chairmanship

56. We elected Indonesia as the Chair of the 37" ASEAN Standing Committee and the Lao People’s Democratic Republic as
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the Vice-Chair. We looked forward to the Joint Ministerial Meeting (JMM), the 9! ASEAN Summit and its related meetings in Bi
on 7-8 October 2003 in Indonesia and the 37t ASEAN Ministerial Meeting, the 11th

ASEAN Regional Forum and the Post-Ministerial Conferences in Indonesia in 2004.
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Joint Communique of the 37th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting Jakarta, 29-
30 June 2004

INTRODUCTION

1. We, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), met in Jakarta on 29-30
June 2004, the first time since the ASEAN Leaders decided to establish an ASEAN Community. The meeting was chaired
by H.E. Dr. N. Hassan Wirajuda, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia.

2. We met under the theme "Striving For Full Integration of ASEAN: A Prosperous, Caring and Peaceful Community,"
during which we reaffirmed our countries' commitment to establish an ASEAN Community by 2020, comprising the ASEAN
Security Community, the ASEAN Economic Community and the ASEAN Socio-cultural Community. In this regard, our
meeting was essential in discharging our responsibility to assist our Leaders chart the course towards that end. We
recommended to the 10th ASEAN Summit in Vientiane the endorsement of the Plans of Action for the ASEAN Security
Community and the ASEAN Socio-cultural Community and the successor plan of the Hanoi Plan of Action.

3. We were encouraged by the important progress in the development of the ASEAN Security Community, which we
believed would lead to an ASEAN that is at peace with one another and with the world at large. We agreed that the
ASEAN Security Community would strengthen our capacity to deal with security challenges, both traditional and non-
traditional security issues. The ASEAN Security Community would strengthen ASEAN relations with Dialogue Partners
and its other friends and would enhance ASEAN's role as the ARF's primary driving force.

4. We welcomed the significant progress in realizing the establishment of the ASEAN Economic Community, a community
that would be a single market and production base with a free flow of goods, services, investment, and skilled labor and
freer flow of capital. We were confident that the deepening and broadening economic integration would lead to a stable,
prosperous, and highly competitive ASEAN region.

5. We further noted with satisfaction our cooperation in social development. We commended the important work directed
towards the formulation of a Plan of Action on the ASEAN Socio-cultural Community to complete the three pillars of the
ASEAN Community. We agreed that the ASEAN Socio-cultural Community is a community of caring societies, diverse in
culture yet with a distinctive regional identity.

6. We agreed to work towards development of an ASEAN Charter which would, inter alia, reaffirm ASEAN's goals and
principles in inter-state relations, in particular the collective responsibilities of all ASEAN Member Countries in ensuring
non-aggression and respect for each other's sovereignty and territorial integrity; the promotion and protection of human
rights; the maintenance of political stability, regional peace and economic progress; and the establishment of effective
and efficient institutional framework for ASEAN.

OPENING SESSION

7. Present for the Opening Session was the Special Envoy of the Government of Papua New Guinea, a special
observer in ASEAN. His Excellency Mr. José Ramos-Horta, Senior Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation of the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste, was present as guest of the Chairman of the 37th ASEAN
Standing Committee.

8. Her Excellency Megawati Soekarnoputri, President of the Republic of Indonesia, graced our meeting with a keynote
address, which we deeply appreciated. In her address, President Megawati Soekarnoputri, inter alia, expressed the
view that:

a. In spite of ASEAN's success in the past as a force for peace and stability and prosperity in the Asia-Pacific region, it
must endeavor to address today's and tomorrow's formidable array of global and regional challenges. These
challenges include surging unilateralism and new or continuing conflicts; precarious regional and international economic
situation; new and continuing epidemics; and transnational crimes, including terrorism;
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Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General in assisting Myanmar to achieve this goal.
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation

16. We reaffirmed the importance of the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC) as the key code of
conduct governing relations between States and a diplomatic instrument for the promotion of peace and stability in the
region. We also reiterated our commitment to enhance cooperation with States outside Southeast Asia in the
strengthening of international peace, security and stability. Within this context, we warmly welcomed the accession of
China and the Republic of India to the TAC at the ASEAN+China and ASEAN-India Summits in Bali, October 2003, and
looked forward to the accession to the TAC by Japan and Pakistan on 2 July 2004. We encouraged other non-
Southeast Asian countries to accede to the Treaty.

Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone Treaty

17. We reaffirmed the importance of vigorous efforts to further strengthen cooperation in supporting the implementation of
the Treaty on Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone, with a view to promoting the purposes and objectives of the
Treaty, particularly ensuring early accession of the Nuclear Weapon States. We agreed to work together in a spirit of
amity and cooperation to resolve the outstanding issues and called on the Nuclear Weapon States to show maximum
flexibility and work together with ASEAN on this matter. We welcomed China's readiness to sign the Protocol.

ASEAN Regional Forum

18. We welcomed our Leaders' reaffirmation, made at the 9th ASEAN Summit, of the role of the ARF as the primary forum
in enhancing political and security cooperation in the Asia Pacific region, as well as the pivotin building peace and
stability in the region. We resolved to ensure that ASEAN shall continue to enhance its leading role to further the
momentum of cooperation in further advancing the ARF process, as its contribution to the maintenance of peace,
security and stability in the Asia Pacific region.

19. We expressed appreciation to the ARF Chair for carrying out initiatives of the enhanced role of the Chair and
regarded these as important contributions in further strengthening the ARF.

20. We endorsed the establishment of the ARF Unit within the ASEAN Secretariat, which we believed could serve to
advance the ARF process, particularly ASEAN's leading role in the ARF and the enhanced role of the ARF Chair.

21. We recalled our agreement to lift the moratorium and to consider the application of new participants of the ARF on a
case-by-case basis. In this regard, we welcomed the concurrent views of all ARF participants to admit Pakistan into the
ARF. We looked forward to Pakistan's participation in the ARF and to its contribution to peace and security in the Asia
Pacific region.

South China Sea

22. We reaffirmed the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties (DOC) in the South China Sea, which we signed with China
in Phnom Penh on 4 November 2002, as an important step towards the adoption of the Code of Conduct in South China
Sea thatis crucial for promoting peace, security and stability in the region. We welcomed the stock-taking in the
implementation of all provisions of the DOC and to undertake confidence-building and cooperative measures that could
contribute to the sustainability of peace and stability in the region. We reiterated our call for all parties concerned to seek
to deal with the disputes in the South China Sea by peaceful means in accordance with international law, including the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. We welcomed the recommendation of the ASEAN Senior Officials for
follow-up action, including the establishment of an ASEAN-China Working Group and a review mechanism, in order to
incrementally implement the DOC.

23. We appreciated the efforts of the Indonesian Government in holding the informal workshop on Managing Potential
Conflict in South China Sea since 1990 that has contributed to the comfort level of the ongoing process.

24. We noted with appreciation the initiative of the Philippines Government in carrying out Exercise Luzon Sea Phase 1 -
Palawan Expedition as a practical application of Part IX of the 1982 Law of the Sea Convention on the cooperation of
states in enclosed and semi enclosed seas which is encouraged under Paragraph 6 of the DOC.

Transnational Crimes

25. We welcomed the Joint Communiqué of the 4th ASEAN Ministers Meeting on Transnational Crime (AMMTC) and the
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Joint Communiqué of the 1st AMMT C+3 on 8 January 2004 and 10 January 2004, respectively, in Bangkok. In this
regard, we stressed the central role of the AMMTC in the region-wide initiatives and cooperation in fighting transnational
crime. Furthermore, we commended the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between ASEAN and China on
Cooperation in the Field of Non-Traditional Security Issues, in Bangkok on 10 January 2004, which provides concrete
and operational measures on cooperation in the field of non-traditional security issues, including counter-terrorism,
between ASEAN and China. We were encouraged by the progress made under the Regional Ministerial Conference on
People Smuggling, Trafficking in Persons and Related Transnational Crimes (Bali Process) which helped enhance the
regional and national capacity to combat people smuggling and trafficking in persons, particularly in the areas of public
awareness raising, legislative development and law enforcement.

Terrorism

26. We reiterated our strongest condemnation of terrorism in all its form and manifestation. We emphasized the need to
address the root causes of terrorism and rejected any attempt to associate terrorism with any religion, race, nationality
or ethnic group. We reviewed the intensified cooperation among ASEAN Member Countries in the fight against terrorism,
which had made possible the arrest of persons engaged in terrorist activities and helped prevent the occurrence of
terrorist acts. We called for greater concerted and coordinated efforts and concrete initiatives at all levels in combating
terrorism.

27. We renewed our determination to enhance coordination and cooperation with the international community in
combating international terrorism. We appreciated the implementation of the ASEAN-US Counterterrorism Work Plan to
carry out the ASEAN-US Joint Declaration for Cooperation to Combat International Terrorism. We welcomed, and looked
forward to the implementation of, the ASEAN-India Joint Declaration on Cooperation to Combat International Terrorism
and current priority of ARF cooperation in fighting international terrorism and transnational crimes, especially ARF Inter-
sessional Meetings on Counter-Terrorism/Transnational Crime (ISM on CT/TC). We looked forward to the signing of
ASEAN-Australia Joint Declaration for Cooperation to Combat International Terrorism and the ASEAN-Russian
Federation Joint Declaration for Cooperation to Combat International Terrorism. We also looked forward to the concrete
implementation of the Joint Declaration on Cooperation to Combat Terrorism, adopted at the 14th ASEAN-EU Ministerial
Meeting (AEMM) in Brussels in January 2003.

28. We commended the holding and welcomed the practical outcomes of the Bali Regional Ministerial Meeting on
Counter-Terrorism, held in Bali on 4-5 February 2004, as an important contribution to the efforts at national, regional and
international levels to combat terrorism. We welcomed the establishment of the Jakarta Center for Law Enforcement
Cooperation (JCLEC) and noted its mandate to network with other regional centers, such as the International Law
Enforcement Academy (ILEA) in Bangkok and the Southeast Asia Regional Center for Counter Terrorism (SEARCCT) in
Kuala Lumpur on the basis of complementarity and non-duplication of their activities. We looked forward to continuing
our cooperation in the training of officials involved in counterterrorism through SEARCCT, JCLEC and ILEA.

ASEAN Maritime Cooperation

29. Reaffirming that maritime cooperation is vital to the evolution of the ASEAN Security Community, we agreed to foster
maritime cooperation between and among ASEAN countries in a holistic, integrated and comprehensive manner, and
explore the possibility of establishing a maritime forum.

Other Area of Cooperation

30. We reaffirmed our commitment to the protection and promotion of human rights. In this regard, we noted the ongoing
ASEAN efforts and dialogues with the non-governmental Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism, as
well efforts to enhance the exchange of views among different sectors in ASEAN towards the realization of an ASEAN
human rights mechanism. We took note of the meeting between the ASEAN Senior Officials and the Working Group for
an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism in Jakarta on 28 June 2004. We noted the establishment of national human rights
mechanism in some member countries. We also noted the conclusions and recommendations of the Fourth Workshop
on ASEAN Regional Mechanism on Human Rights held in Jakarta on 17-18 June 2004.

ASEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY

31. We commended the work on the realization of the ASEAN Economic Community to follow up the decisions of the 9th
ASEAN Summit, particularly on the progress achieved in the implementation of various measures for the 11 sectors
identified for priority integration. We lauded the decision taken by the ASEAN Economic Ministers (AEM) to develop
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individual sectoral integration roadmaps of the 11 priority sectors and to submit all finalized roadmaps and a general
Framework Agreement to guide the implementation of the roadmaps for signing by the Leaders at the 10th ASEAN
Summit in Vientiane.

32. We welcomed the ongoing negotiations in regional FTAs such as the ASEAN-Japan Comprehensive Economic
Partnership and the ASEAN-China and ASEAN-India FTAs as important steps towards our goal of greater regional
economic integration.

33. We welcomed the enhancement of economic relations between ASEAN and its Dialogue Partners, both at the
regional and bilateral levels. We commended the efforts of all parties concerned in promoting closer economic linkages
with ASEAN, including through the ASEAN-China Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation,
ASEAN-Japan Framework for Comprehensive Economic Partnership (CEP), ASEAN-India Framework Agreement on
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and Trans-Regional EU-ASEAN Trade Initiative (TREATI). We also welcomed
the proposal of the ASEAN Economic Ministers to launch ASEAN-CER FTA negotiations this year. We called for the early
conclusion of the ASEAN-United States Trade and Investment Framework Agreement. We welcomed the ongoing Joint
Study on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation between ASEAN and the Republic of Korea, which would serve as the
basis for an ASEAN-Republic of Korea FTA. We followed with interest the ongoing bilateral FTA negotiations between
ASEAN Member Countries and Dialogue Partners.

Initiative for ASEAN Integration

34. We expressed our satisfaction at the overall progress in the implementation of the IAl Work Plan projects and
stressed the need to secure funding support for carrying out a number of remaining projects. We urged new approaches
and strategies to be developed to get more funding support from within ASEAN, ASEAN's Dialogue Partners and other
interested parties. In this regard, we welcomed the initiative to set up the co-shepherd mechanism between ASEAN-6
and Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, and Viet Nam in order to jointly take charge of moving forward the implementation
of the IAl projects. We also urged China, Japan, the Republic of Korea and India to jointly implement the 1Al projects with
ASEAN.

Sub-regional Growth Areas

35. We reaffirmed the contribution of the sub-regional growth areas in bridging the development gaps in ASEAN and
welcomed the support of the ASEAN Dialogue Partners, the private sector and the Asian Development Bank in these
areas.

36. We appreciated the recent mission conducted by China, and welcomed the commitment by Japan and the Republic
of Korea to contribute in developing Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-the Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area
(BIMP-EAGA). We took note of the interest of the Northern Territory of Australia to establish close linkages and
partnership with the BIMP-EAGA region.

37. We reviewed the development of the ASEAN-Mekong Basin Development Cooperation (AMBDC) and noted that our
Dialogue Partners have agreed to provide technical assistance to the Singapore-Kunming Rail Link Project (SKRL), a
flagship project of AMBDC. We welcomed the support of the Republic of Korea for the Feasibility Study for the Missing
Links and Spur Lines of the SKRL in CLMV Countries. We also appreciated China's contribution to the preparation work
of the Cambodia section of the SKRL and also Malaysia's commitment in assisting Cambodia to complete the 48km
missing link from Poipet to Sisophon. The Meeting noted that this would be the first hard infrastructure assistance from a
member of ASEAN-6 to the IAl. This developmentis an important step forward for the implementation of the SKRL. We
also welcomed the assistance of Japan for Mekong Sub-region development.

The Role of Private Sector

38. Recognizing the importance of business sectors' participation on regional economic integration, we welcomed the
decision of the ASEAN Business Advisory Council to develop an Action Plan for the Business Sector and to jointly
organize the Second ASEAN Business and Investment Summit with the Lao National Chambers of Commerce and
Industry preceding the 10th ASEAN Summit in Vientiane.

ASEAN SOCIO-CULTURAL COMMUNITY

ASEAN Socio-cultural Community Plan of Action
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39. We commended the Philippines for developing and elaborating the ASEAN Socio-cultural Community (AScC) Plan of
Action and endorsed the basic principles embodied in the Plan of Action. The Plan of Action contains the four elements
of ASEAN Socio-cultural Community which include building a community of caring societies, managing the social impact
of economic integration, promoting environmental sustainability and strengthening regional identity. We looked forward to
finalizing the Plan of Action at our informal meeting in New York on 28 September 2004 for the ASEAN Leaders to adopt
during the 10th ASEAN Summit in November 2004 to be annexed to the Bali Concord II.

Women

40. We welcomed the signing of the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women in the ASEAN Region. We
believed that the Declaration would further strengthen regional cooperation, collaboration and coordination for the
purpose of eliminating violence against women in the region, either individually or collectively.

Communicable Diseases

41. We appreciated the decisions made at the Ministerial Meeting on Current Poultry Disease Situation on 28 January
2004 in Bangkok, which reflected our serious and collective endeavors to combatAvian Influenza in the region. In this
regard, we agreed to maintain close coordination and further strengthen our cooperation to prevent the spread of other
communicable diseases by exchanging information and best practices through the ASEAN Disease Surveillance
Network and deepening cooperation with the WHO.

42. We attached greatimportance to addressing the problem of HIV/AIDS and committed ourselves to strengthening
international cooperation both at the regional and global levels to fight against this deadly disease. In this regard, we
expressed strong support to Thailand in hosting the upcoming XV International AIDS Conference and the 2nd Asia-
Pacific Ministerial Meeting on HIV/AIDS in Bangkok in July 2004.

Environment

43. We noted ASEAN's endeavour to conclude by 2004 an ASEAN framework agreement on access to, and fair and
equitable sharing of benefits arising from, the utilization of biological and genetic resources.

44. In order to achieve the objectives of Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, we called for cooperation with other sub-
regions, namely through various partnership schemes with our Dialogue Partners, other countries as well as relevant
regional and international organizations, particularly in the 10 priority areas of cooperation. In this regard, we also called
on the developed countries to fulfill their commitments, particularly in providing financial resources, enhancing capacity
building, and promoting technology transfer to developing countries.

45. We commended the ASEAN Environment Ministers and welcomed the entry into force the ASEAN Agreement on
Transboundary Haze Pollution on 25 November 2003 and resolved to further enhance cooperation within the framework
of the Agreement.

46. We underscored the importance of further cooperation in the field of water, sanitation, energy, health, agriculture and
bio-diversity through partnership among ASEAN Member Countries as well as between ASEAN and other sub-regional
organizations.

EXTERNAL RELATIONS

47. We noted the developments and progress made in the cooperation with our Dialogue Partners in various areas and
welcomed the measures taken by both sides to revitalize the dialogue partnerships. In the context of development
cooperation, we reiterated the importance of upholding the principle of non-discrimination and to implement activities
that involve ASEAN as one regional entity. We strongly believed that strengthened cooperation and closer partnerships
between ASEAN and its Dialogue Partners would significantly contribute to maintaining peace and stability and
accelerate economic developments in their respective regions and in the world.

48. We noted with satisfaction the overall progress of the ASEAN+3 cooperation. We reaffirmed our determination to
continue to drive the ASEAN+3 cooperation and to work with China, Japan and the Republic of Korea in promoting East
Asia cooperation through that process. We emphasized that an East Asian community is a long-term objective for East
Asia cooperation to be developed through the existing ASEAN+3 mechanism and supported the idea of convening the
East Asia Summit at an appropriate time.
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49. We welcomed the establishment of the ASEAN+3 Unit within the ASEAN Secretariat, which will assist the ASEAN Chair
in coordinating ASEAN+3 cooperation. We were encouraged by the progress made in the implementation of the 17
short-measures recommended by the EastAsia Study Group (EASG) and called for the start to implement the remaining
measures. We took note of other initiatives designed to further strengthen ASEAN+3 cooperation, including the EastAsia
Congress (EAC) held in Kuala Lumpur. We welcomed the convening of the 2nd Meeting of the Network of East Asia
Think-tanks (NEAT) in Thailand on 16-17 August 2004 and the 2nd EastAsia Forum (EAF) in Malaysia on 6-7 December
2004.

50. We noted that under the new format of the Post Ministerial Conferences, ASEAN would hold six sessions of ASEAN
PMC+1 with Australia, Canada, the EU, New Zealand, Russia, the United States in Jakarta, 1 July 2004, and meet our
counterparts from China, India, Japan and the Republic of Korea in four separate sessions prior to the annual ASEAN
Summit in Vientiane in November.

51. We endorsed the recommendation of the ASEAN Economic Ministers to the ASEAN Leaders to convene a summit
with Australia and New Zealand, that should be designated as ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Commemorative Summit.
This commemorative summit is a one-off event, covering all issues of common concern, and to be convened in the
afternoon following the 10th ASEAN Summit and other related summits next November in Vientiane.

52. We expressed strong support for the on-going UN reform efforts aimed at improving the effectiveness and efficiency
of the UN system, and looked forward to our meeting in New York this September with the Chairman of the High Level
Panel of Threats, Challenges and Change established by the UN Secretary General. We welcomed the initiative to
strengthen ASEAN-UN cooperation. We also welcomed the new practice of holding our dialogue with the UN Secretary-
General during the UN General Assembly session. In this regard, we are actively considering requesting for an observer
status in the United Nations General Assembly. We believed that an institutional relationship with the United Nations
would support the realization of ASEAN Community, as well as efforts to strengthen cooperation between ASEAN and the
UN as stipulated in United Nations General Assembly Resolution 57/35 of 21 November 2002 on "Cooperation between
the United Nations and the Association of South-East Asian Nations". To strengthen ASEAN's role in the UN, we
reaffirmed that the Permanent Representatives of ASEAN Member Countries and the Permanent Representative of China
to the United Nations could have regular consultations. We also expressed our strong support for action made by the
Asian Group in New York to emphasize that it was Asia's turn as the next UN Secretary General.

INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ISSUES
Iraq

53. We welcomed the full reassertion of the sovereignty of Iraq on 28 June 2004. We emphasized the need to ensure
substantive materialization of this sovereign status. We stressed the need for the full implementation of the United
Nations Security Council Resolution 1546 (2004) on Iraq. We further emphasized the central role of the United Nations in
the process of political transition from the sovereign interim government to a democratic government; reconstruction; and
development of the country. We are concerned by the deteriorating security situation in the country, and itis our hope
that a durable solution could be attained in order to achieve peace, security, stability, and national reconciliation for the
well-being of the Iraqi people.

Middle East

54. We expressed our grave concern over the deterioration of the situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem. We condemned all acts of violence. We firmly believed that such acts on violence, if left
unchecked, would destroy the peace efforts in the Middle East as well as prolong the humanitarian tragedy in Palestine.
We reiterated our deep regret that the Road Map has yet to be implemented, and expressed hope that the international
community and the Quartet will undertake the necessary measures to salvage to Road Map and implement its
provisions towards its stated aims and goals. In this connection, we underlined the need for all efforts to be made to
resume the process for a permanent settlement of the conflict based on United Nations Security Council Resolutions 242,
338, 1397, and 1515. We look forward to the realization of the vision of two states; Israel and Palestine, living side by
side in peace within secured and recognized borders. We also reaffirmed the important role of the Security Council with
regard to the situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and peaceful settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Korean Peninsula

55. We recognized the impact of the nuclear issue on the Korean Peninsula on peace, stability and security of the wider
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Asia Pacific region. We emphasized the need for the parties concerned to find peaceful solution through dialogue in the
spirit of equality and mutual respect. In this regard, we welcomed the convening of the series of Six Party Talks involving
China, DPRK, Japan, Republic of Korea, Russia, and the United States. We welcomed and noted the outcomes of these
talks, including the most recent round held in Beijing on 23-25 June 2004. We urged all parties concerned to continue
their efforts in order to seek a lasting solution to achieve peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula. On its part,
ASEAN stands ready to assist the parties concerned to achieve these objectives.

Asian-African Summit 2005 and the Commemoration of the Golden Jubilee of the Asian-African Conference
1955

56. We recalled our commitment at the 8th ASEAN Summit in Phnom Penh in November 2002 to revitalize Asia-Africa
cooperation, including promoting closer ties between ASEAN and NEPAD. In this regard, we welcomed the decision of
the Government of the Republic of Indonesia to host the Asian-African Summit on 21-23 April 2005 in conjunction with the
Commemoration of the Golden Jubilee of the Asian-African Conference of 1955. This Summit will revitalize the Bandung
spirit of Asian-African Conference of 1955 through the establishment of a New Strategic Partnership to promote peace,
prosperity and progress in the two continents. It would also reinforce the efforts of ASEAN Member Countries to forge
closer economic partnership with Africa under the NEPAD.

Asia Cooperation Dialogue

57. We noted the rapid progress of Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD) initiated by Thailand as a forum for all Asian
countries to combine their strengths in order to create synergy for the enhancement of mutual peace and prosperity in
the region. We were further encouraged by the results of the Third ACD Foreign Ministers' Meeting held on 21-22 June
2004 in Qingdao, China, which deepened existing collaborative projects among ACD member countries and expanded
cooperation into other areas of mutual interest and benefit.

58. We also noted with satisfaction significant progress on regional bond market development, and in this regard we
would seek to implement the Chiang Mai Declaration on Asian Bond Market Development adopted by the 2nd ACD
Ministers Meeting in June 2003, including the future establishment of the Asian bond fund which would investin local
currency denominated bonds, strengthen financial market information sharing, develop capital markets and support
efforts to facilitate regional investments.

ACMECS

59. We welcomed the inaugural Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS) Summit
Meeting in Bagan, Myanmar, in November 2003, which launched a new sub-regional framework of cooperation to
support the Mekong Sub-region development and further reinforcing the process of regional integration and narrowing
the development gap within the region.

FEALAC

60. Recognizing the importance of fostering cooperation between Asia and Latin America, we welcomed the Philippines’
successful hosting of the FEALAC. We reaffirmed our support for the Manila Plan of Action, which addressed economic,
political, and security issues of mutual concern to East Asia and Latin America, as well as strengthened administrative
arrangements to make FEALAC more efficient.

ASEM

61. We expressed ASEAN's full support for Viet Nam to successfully hold the Fifth Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) Summit
on 8-9 October 2004 thus contributing to further revitalizing and substantiating the Asia-Europe partnership. We were of
the view that substantive progress in Asia-Europe cooperation should not be made contingent upon the question of
membership enlargement. In the meantime, we recalled the commitment of the ASEAN Leaders at the Fourth Informal
ASEAN Summit in Singapore in 2000 for all ten ASEAN countries to participate together in the ASEM. In this regard, we
reaffirmed our continued support for the remaining ASEAN Member Countries, namely Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar, to
join concurrently the ASEM.

APEC

62. We commended the efforts exerted by APEC to pursue free trade and investment by 2010 and 2020. Accordingly, we
supported APEC's contribution to the WTO negotiation process and urged that this endeavor be continued. We
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encouraged APEC to carry on its efforts in ensuring trade security and promoting economic cooperation to reduce the
gap among economies in the region.

WTO Issues

63. We welcomed the recent initiatives by Members of the WTO to revitalize the negotiation in Doha Round. We
reiterated our readiness to work constructively with all WTO members to achieve an outcome consistent with the goals
contained in the Doha Declaration. In this regard, we reiterated that development related issues should continue to
remain the center of multilateral trade negotiations. We encouraged our major trading partners particularly from the
developed world, to show flexibility and to take into account the development needs and interests of developing
Members of the WTO. We affirmed our continued support for the early accession of Laos and Viet Nam into the WTO.

UN Millennium Development Goals

64. We reiterated that the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) had clearly set specific targets for countries to fulfill in
close cooperation with the international community. In this regard, we reaffirmed our commitment to enhance our
cooperation to achieve the objectives of MDGs. We emphasized our commitment to translate commitments into actions,
including through the creation of a genuine global and regional partnership among governments, international
organizations and all relevant stakeholders.

65. We agreed that the attainment of the MDGs required a comprehensive approach, which included, among others, the
fulfillment of the commitments adopted by the major international conferences held in the recent years, namely the
Monterrey Consensus of March 2002, the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of September 2002, the Doha
Development Agenda of November 2001, and the Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action of the World Summit on
the Information Society (WSIS) of December 2003.

INSTITUTIONAL MATTERS AND THE NEW CHAIRMANSHIP

66. We noted the importance of reviving the Joint Ministerial Meeting (JMM) in conformity with the decision of the 9th
ASEAN Summit, to revitalize the bottom-up mechanism of the ASEAN decision-making process. The JMM would consist
of the AMM, the AEM, the AFMM and the Secretary-General of ASEAN.

67. We directed the ASEAN Secretary-General and Directors General to complete their study on ASEAN's institutional
framework to determine how the ASEAN structure could be further strengthened to facilitate the realization of an ASEAN
Community. We expressed appreciation to Malaysia for its paper on "Review of ASEAN Institutional Framework: A
Proposals for Change."

68. We elected the Lao People's Democratic Republic as the Chair of the 38th ASEAN Standing Committee and
Malaysia as the Vice-Chair. We looked forward to the Joint Ministerial Meeting, the 10th ASEAN Summit and its related
meetings in Vientiane on 29-30 November 2004 in Laos, as well as the 38th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting, the ASEAN+3
Foreign Ministers' Meeting, the Post-Ministerial Conferences and the 12th ASEAN Regional Forum to be held on 26-29
July 2005 in Laos.
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- Chairman's Statement of the 11th Meeting of the ASEAN
Regional Forum, Jakarta, 2 July 2004

CHAIRMAN'S STATEMENT
THE ELEVENTH MEETING OF ASEAN REGIONAL FORUM

Jakarta , 2 July 2004

1.  The Eleventh Meeting of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) was held in Jakarta , Indonesia , on 2
July 2004 . The meeting was chaired by H.E. Dr. N. Hassan Wirajuda, Minister for Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Indonesia .

2. The Meeting was attended by the Foreign Ministers of all ARF participating countries. The
Secretary-General of ASEAN was also present. The List of Delegates appears as ANNEX A.

3. A meeting among defence and military officials attending the 11th ARF was also held on 1 July
2004 .

4.  The Ministers welcomed the admission of Pakistan as the 24th participant of the ARF and took
note of its expressed commitment to help achieve the ARF’s key goals and to abide by and respect fully
the decisions and statements already made by the ARF.

Overview of the ARF Process

5. The Ministers reaffirmed the importance of ARF as the main political and security forum in the
region, and reiterated the importance of further strengthening the ARF. The Ministers also reiterated
their support for ASEAN as the primary driving force of ARF and further encouraged the contribution of
all ARF participants in moving the ARF process forward.

6.  The Ministers discussed extensively issues of common concern and reiterated the importance of
maintaining peace and stability in the region. The Ministers also stressed the importance of ARF
focusing its deliberations on regional issues, particularly in the Asia-Pacific region, as well as
global/international issues with regional repercussion, and excluding issues of a bilateral nature.

7. The Ministers noted with satisfaction the significant progress and the role that ARF has played in
enhancing political and security dialogue and cooperation as well as confidence building in the Asia-
Pacific region. The Ministers agreed to continue to observe the basic principles of decision-making by
consensus and non-interference The Ministers reaffirmed that ARF should move forward at a pace
comfortable to all.

http://aseanregionalforum.asean.org/library/arf-chairmans-statements-and-reports/180-chai... 2/10/2014



Annex 147
Chairman's Statement of the 11th Meeting of the ASEAN Regional Forum, Jakarta, 2 July... Page 2 of 7

8. The Ministers recognized that the challenges facing the Asia Pacific region are becoming more
complex and intertwined. The Ministers emphasized the importance of enhancing cooperation and
dialogue in a frank and open manner.

9.  The Ministers acknowledged the importance of the involvement of the ASEAN Secretariat in
assisting the ARF Chairman. In this regard, they welcomed the participation of the ASEAN Secretariat
in all ARF activities, including ISG on CBMs and ISM on CTTC.

Highlights of Issues Discussed

10. The Ministers welcomed the Declaration of ASEAN Concord II (Bali Concord II) at the 9th ASEAN
Summit, which recognized the ARF’s role as the primary forum in ehancing political and security
cooperation in the Asia Pacific region, as well as the pivot in building peace and stability in the region.
The Ministers supported ASEAN’s intention to enhance its role in further advancing the stages of
cooperation within the ARF to ensure the security of the Asia Pacific region. The Ministers further
welcomed the endorsement of the ASEAN Security Community, as one of the pillars of the ASEAN
Community which would ensure that countries in the region live at peace with one another and with the
world in a just, democratic, and harmonious environment, and regard their security as

fundamentally link ed to one another and bound by geographic location, common vision and objectives.
The Ministers expressed their support for the realization of the ASEAN Security Community in 2020
and the development of its Plan of Action, as this will strengthen ASEAN as it leads the ARF towards a
more secure and stable region.

11. The Ministers recognized the importance of the purpose and principles of the Treaty of Amity and
Cooperation in the Southeast Asia (TAC) which can serve as the key code of conduct for the promotion
of cooperation, amity and friendship within Southeast Asia and between ASEAN and other ARF
participants. The Ministers welcomed the accession by the People’s Republic of China and India to the
TAC during the ASEAN+China Summit and ASEAN-India Summit in October 2003. They also
welcomed the accession by Japan and Pakistan to the TAC during the current series of the 37th
AMM/PMCs/11th ARF.

12. The Ministers exchanged views on recent developments on the Korean Peninsula . The Ministers
encouraged the efforts of concerned parties towards the maintenance of peace and security on

the KoreanPeninsula and the region by achieving a peaceful solution through dialogue to
denuclearization on the KoreanPeninsula. The Ministers took note positively that the Third Round of Six
Party Talks was recently held in Beijing on 23-26 June 2004, and the participating states agreed to
convene the Fourth Six Party Talks in September 2004 in Beijing. The Ministers supported the parties’
commitments to the goal of denuclearization of the KoreanPeninsula and underlined the need to take
first steps towards that goal as soon as possible. The Ministers emphasized the importance of a step-by-
step process of “words for words” and “action for action” in search of a peaceful solution to the nuclear
issues.

13. The Ministers noted with satisfaction the progress made in recent years by the North and South

towards reconciliation and cooperation, and reiterated support for continued dialogue and contacts
between the North and South, at various levels.

http://aseanregionalforum.asean.org/library/arf-chairmans-statements-and-reports/180-chai... 2/10/2014
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14. The Ministers underlined the importance of the implementation of Declaration on the Conduct of
Parties in the South China Sea (DoC). The Ministers also stressed that the parties concerned exercise
self-restrain in the conduct of activities that would affect peace and stability in the region. The Ministers
emphasized the importance of confidence building and the need to explore ways and means for
cooperative activities among the parties concerned, thus creating favourable conditions for settling
disputes in South China Sea peacefully. The Ministers welcomed the proposal of ASEAN and China to
convene a Senior Officials’ Meeting under the DoC and establish an ASEAN China Working Group that
will oversee the implementation of the Declaration in spirit and letter.

15. The Ministers noted the briefing given by Myanmar and discussed the development in Myanmar .
The Ministers recalled and emphasized the continued relevance of the 10th ARF Chairman’s Statement.
In this regard, the Ministers underlined the need for the involvement of all strata of Myanmar society in
the on-going National Convention. The Ministers urged Myanmar to take every action that will add
substance to the expression of its democratic aspiration. The Ministers also recognized the role of the
Special Envoy of the United Nations Secretary-General in assisting Myanmar to achieve this goal.

16. The Ministers reiterated their support for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and national unity
of Indonesia , and emphasized that durable stability, economic prosperity, and democratization would
contribute to peace, stability and development in the region.

17. The Ministers welcomed the full reassertion of the sovereignty of Iraq on 28 June 2004 . We
emphasized the need to ensure substantive materialization of this sovereign status. The Ministers were
concerned by the current security situation in Iraq , and hoped that a durable solution could be attained
in order to achieve peace, security, stability and national reconciliation for the well being of the Iraqi
people. We stressed the importance of the full implementation of the United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1546 (2004) on Iraq, and the importance of all nations supporting the full transfer of
sovereignty to Iraqi authorities, and the presence of the multinational force in Iraq for the time period
described in UNSCR 1546. We further emphasized the central role of the United Nations in the process
of political transition from the sovereign interim government to a democratic government;
reconstruction; and development of the country.

18. The Ministers expressed deepest sympathy and condolences to the death of civilian victims in the
on-going situation in Iraq , in particular the death of civilian hostages of various nationalities, including
nationals of ARF participans. The Ministers, therefore, condemned the barbaric killings and acts of
terrorism against civilian hostages, and consider those acts as offences of grave concern to the
international community. Furthermore, they expressed their determination to prevent the recurrence of
civilian hostage taking.

19. The Ministers affirmed that terrorism, irrespective of its origins, motivations or objectives,
constitutes a threat to all peoples and countries, and to the common interest in ensuring peace, stability,
security and economic prosperity in the region and beyond. The Ministers reiterated their strong
condemnation of acts of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. The Ministers emphasized the
importance of avoiding the identification of terrorism with any particular religion or ethnic group. The
Ministers agreed that the campaign against terrorism should be conducted in full conformity with the
purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and in accordance with the principles of
international law, in particular humanitarian and human rights law.

20. The Ministers welcomed the results of the International Conference of Islamic Scholars (ICIS) held
in Jakarta , 23-25 February 2004, which among others condemned acts of terrorism with any religion, in
particular Islam, and any race. They noted that Moslem scholars from all parts of the world stressed the
fact that the campaign against terrorism can only be won through comprehensive and balanced
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measures, in particular by squarely addressing the root causes of terrorism, including poverty,
intolerance, and injustice.

21. The Ministers Welcomed the Joint Communique of the 4th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on
Transnational Crimes (AMMTC) and the Joint Communique of the 1st AMMTC+3 in January 2004

in Bangkok . Furthermore the Ministers commended the signing of Memorandum of Understanding
between ASEAN and China on Cooperation in the Field of Non-Traditional Security Issues at the 1st
AMMTCH3, which provides concrete and operational measures on cooperation in the field of non-
traditional security issues between ASEAN and China. The Ministers welcomed the signing of ASEAN-
India Joint Declaration for Cooperation in Combating International Terrorism at the 2nd ASEAN-India
Summit in Bali 2003. Ministers also welcomed the signing of the ASEANAustralia Joint Declaration for
Cooperation to Combat International Terrorism at the 10+1 Meeting in Jakarta on 1 July 2004 . They
further Welcomed the signing of ASEAN-Russia Joint Declaration for Cooperation to Combat
International Terrorism during the 11th ARF.

22. The Ministers, recalling the objectives agreed at the Bali Regional Ministerial Conference on
People’s Smuggling, Trafficking in Persons and Related Transnational Crime in February 2002 and
April 2003 in Bali , welcomed the results of the Bali Process Senior Officials Meeting held in June 2004
in Brisbane . The Ministers noted that the Bali process was continuing to work on practical activities to
combat people’s smuggling and trafficking in persons.

23. The Ministers welcomed the Convening of the Bali Regional Ministerial Meeting on Counter
Terrorism (BRMM-CT), held in Bali on 4-5 February 2004, co-hosted byIndonesia and Australia as a
means to translate strong political commitments of the countries in the Asia Pacific region in combating
terrorism into practical collaborative actions. The Ministers further encouraged participants to actively
participate in the two ad-hoc Working Groups established as a followup of the Bali Meeting.

24. The Ministers welcomed the formal opening of the JakartaCenter for Law Enforcement Cooperation
(JCLEC) in Semarang, on 3 July 2004, to build regional operational law enforcement capacity needed to
fight transnational crimes, with a key focus on terrorism, and expressed interest in appropriate national
agencies drawing on the resources that will be provided by the Center for operational support. The
Ministers also encouraged contributions from ARF countries to the work of the JCLEC. The Ministers
expressed their support for the center forming complementary working relations, including cooperation
in the training of officials involved in counter-terrorism with other relevant regional bodies, such as the
International Law Enforcement Academy (ILEA) in Bangkok and the Southeast

Asia Regional Center for Counter Terrorism (SEARCCT) in Kuala, Lumpur.

25. The Ministers were pleased with the outcomes of the second Intersessional Meeting on Counter-
Terrorism and Transnational Crime (ISM on CTTC) in Manila , on 30-31 March 2004. They expressed
their appreciation for the work of the Philippines and Russia as co-chairmen of that meeting. The report
of the co-chairmen appears as ANNEX B.

26. The Ministers adopted the ARF Statement on Strengthening Transport Security against International
Terrorism, as recommended by the ISM on CTTC. The Statement, which appears as ANNEX C,
expressed the ARF participants’ determination to take concrete and cooperative measures in
safeguarding their means of transportation from terrorist threats.

27. Noting the important work being done by the ISM on CTTC, the Ministers agreed to extend its

mandate for one more year, while maintaining the current format. The Ministers
welcomed Canada and Thailand ’s offer to co-chair the next ISM on CTTC in 2005 in Thailand .
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28. The Ministers reiterated the importance of addressing the issue of nonproliferation and disarmament
in all its aspects. The Ministers underlined the importance of close collaboration between participants to
prevent proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery. The Ministers also
stressed the need to strengthen technical cooperation in order to enhance countries’ capabilities and to
strengthen national legal measures to address the issue of nonproliferation in all its aspects, in
accordance with the international law. The Ministers adopted the ARF Statement on Non-proliferation,
as appears in ANNEX D.

29. The Ministers of the States Parties to NPT agreed to make further efforts for the successful outcome
of the 2005 NPT Review Conference. They emphasized the importance of promoting the
universalization of non-proliferation and disarmament agreements. The Ministers called for the
maintenance of existing moratorium on nuclear testing. The Ministers also reaffirmed their support for
the concept of internationally recognized nuclear-weapons-freezones (NWFZs) established on the basis
of arrangements freely arrived at among States in the region, and emphasized the contribution of such
zones to enhancing global and regional peace and security. They reaffirmed the importance of the early
accession of Nuclear Weapons States to the Protocol of the SEAN WFZ Treaty.

30. The Ministers noted the importance of all countries in the region to take strong measures to eliminate
the illicit trafficking of small arms and light weapons to non-state actors.

31. The Ministers noted the success to date of the Pacific Island Forum’s Regional Assistance Mission
to the Solomon Islands (RAMSI), which represented a Pacific solution to a Pacific problem.

Activities of the Current Inter-sessional Year (July 2003-July 2004)

32. The Ministers expressed their satisfaction with the success of Track | and Track II activities during
the current inter-sessional year (July 2003 — July 2004). They noted, in particular, the ARF Inter-
sessional Support Group on Confidence Building Measures (ISG on CBMs), co-chaired by China and
Myanmar, held in Beijing, China, 20-22 November 2003 and in Yangon, Myanmar, 11-13 April 2004.
The Ministers commended the work of the ISG on CBMs in advancing the ARF process. They noted the
summary report of the co-chairmen, which appears as ANNEX E, and endorsed its recommendations.

33. The Ministers noted the following activities, which were completed in intersessional year
2003/2004:

7th ARF Meeting of the Heads of Defence Colleges/Institution in New Delhi, 15-17 October
2003.

Workshop on “Civil-Military Relations and the Rule of Law” in Brunei Darussalam, 11-12
February 2004.

ARF Workshop on Preventive Diplomacy, Tokyo , 16-17 March 2004.

Programme of Work for the Next Inter-sessional Year
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34. The Ministers agreed that the ISG on CBMs continue its work and welcomed the offer

of Cambodia and the European Union to co-chair the ISG on CBMs in the next inter-sessional year. The
Ministers also noted that the next ISG on CBMs will be held in Phnom Penh on 26-27 October 2004 and
the second meeting of the ISG on CBMs will be held in Berlin in March 2005.

35. The Ministers reaffirmed the procedure that proposed activities should first be discussed at the ISG
level before SOM noted the new activities. In this regard, the Ministers approved the work program for
the next inter-sessional year (July 2004 —July 2005), as indicated by the proposed CBM activities listed
in ANNEX F.

Future Direction of the ARF Process

36. The Ministers expressed their satisfaction with further progress made in the implementation of the
Nine Recommendations of the Stocktaking of the ARF process and underlined the importance of
implementing all remaining recommendations.

37. The Ministers stressed the importance of the adopted Concept and Principles of Preventive
Diplomacy in guiding the ARF in its actions and works in Preventive Diplomacy (PD) thus far, noting
that some of the concepts have been translated into actions. In this regard, they expressed their
appreciation for the convening of the Workshop on Preventive Diplomacy in Tokyo , March 2004,
which had explored and elaborated various ideas for moving the ARF process further. In the same vein,
the Ministers also took note of the concept papers circulated by Canada and Japan , respectively,
regarding the evolution of the ARF. The Ministers requested the ISG on CBMs to continue its efforts in
discussing PD. In this regard, the Ministers underlined that the present work in tackling terrorism
represents a milestone in the ARF’s development of a preventive role.

38. The Ministers agreed to extend further cooperation and support for the ARF Chair in carrying out the
mandates outlined in the paper on the Enhanced Role of the ARF Chair, particularly in assigning the
ASEAN Secretariat to assist the ARF Chairman in facilitating the work of the ARF. In this regard, the
Ministers were encouraged by and supported the establishment of an ARF Unit within the ASEAN
Secretariat, which would, among others, regularly update the ARF Register of CBMs and serve as the
repository of ARF documents.

39. The Ministers emphasized the need to continue strengthening ties with other regional and
international security organizations as well as link ages between Track I and Track II.

40. The Ministers noted that the continued publication of the ARF Annual Security Outlook (ASO) is an
important contribution to transparency as well as confidence building among ARF participants. In this
regard, the Ministers welcomed the fifth volume of the ASO compiled without editing by the ARF
Chair. They also encouraged the continued submission of inputs on the next volume of the ASO.

41. The Ministers appreciated the publication of an updated Register of Experts/Eminent Persons

(EEPs). In this connection, the Ministers agreed to adopt the Guidelines for the Operation of the ARF
EEPs, which appears as ANNEX G. The Ministers expressed their appreciation to
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the Republic of Korea in working closely with ARF countries to finalize the Guidelines.

42. The Ministers welcomed the contribution made by defence officials in the ARF process and
endorsed China ’s proposal on the ARF Security Policy Conference (ASPC), which appears as ANNEX
H. The Ministers welcomed China ’s offer to host the 1st ASPC by the end of 2004 and agreed

that Indonesia would Chair this Conference. The Ministers underlined the principle that the ASPC
should be convened back-to-back with the annual ARF SOM and therefore subsequent ASPC will be
hosted and chaired by the ARF Chair country. The 2nd ASPC will therefore be held in Vientiane under
the chairmanship of Lao PDR.

43. The Ministers noted the Matrix of ARF Decisions and Status prepared by the ARF Unit at the
ASEAN Secretariat and agreed that the Matrix should be updated on an annual basis to contribute to
building ARF institutional memory. The Matrix appears as ANNEX L.

44. The Ministers expressed their satisfaction with the open dialogue regarding the progress of the ARF
process and committed to further advancing the ARF process towards the preventive diplomacy stage
and beyond, at a pace comfortable to all, while continuing to build mutual confidence and trust among
its participants.
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peace-and-prosperity

Plan of Action to Implement the Joint Declaration on ASEAN-China
Strategic Partnership for Peace and Prosperity

Pursuant to the Joint Declaration of the Heads of State/Government of the Association of South East Asian Nations and
the People's Republic of China on Strategic Partnership for Peace and Prosperity signed at the Seventh ASEAN-China
Summit on 8 October 2003 in Bali, Indonesia, this Plan of Action is formulated to serve as the "master plan” to deepen
and broaden ASEAN-China relations and cooperation in a comprehensive and mutually beneficial manner for the next
five years (2005-2010) with the view to strengthening the strategic partnership for regional peace, development and
prosperity and playing a proactive role to tap the opportunities and meet the challenges of the new millennium.

This Plan of Action will also support the implementation of the Declaration of ASEAN Concord I, signed in Balion 7
October 2003, leading to an ASEAN Community.

In the light of the above, ASEAN and China will pursue the following joint actions and measures:
1. POLITICAL AND SECURITY COOPERATION
1.1 Regular High-level Contacts, Visits and Interactions

1.1.1 Increase regular high-level bilateral visits and interactions, improve contacts and communications, and promote
dialogue on ASEAN-China cooperation and regional and international topics of common interests and concerns, among
others, through strengthening existing mechanisms, establishing hotline for communications, using electronic mail for
dissemination of information and correspondence, and holding informal meetings to exchange views on various issues.

1.2 Mechanisms for Dialogue and Cooperation

1.2.1 Strengthen the role of the ASEAN-China Senior Officials Consultation (SOC) in assisting the ASEAN-China Summit
and the ASEAN-China Ministerial Meeting in providing guidance and strategic direction to further enhance ASEAN-China
dialogue relations and cooperation;

1.2.2 Enhance the role of the ASEAN-China Joint Cooperation Committee Meeting (JCC), ASEAN-China Working Group
on Development Cooperation, and the Senior Economic Officials-Ministry of Commerce of China (SEOM-MOFCOM)
Consultations in monitoring, coordinating, and reviewing ASEAN- China dialogue relations, including development
cooperation;

1.2.3 Improve coordination and communication among existing ASEAN-China mechanisms at various levels and
sectors, including foreign affairs, economics, transport, customs, youth, and prosecutors-general to ensure timely and
effective implementation of decisions and initiatives taken at the ASEAN-China Summit and other related ministerial and
senior officials' meetings;

1.2.4 Explore, if and when necessary and based on mutual consensus, the need for additional mechanisms at
appropriate levels in other areas of cooperation such as agriculture, public health, information technology, tourism,
environment, quality supervision inspection and quarantine cooperation, public security and law enforcement
cooperation; and

1.2.5 Facilitate dialogue, exchanges and cooperation between defence officials of China and ASEAN Member Countries,
where appropriate.

1.3 Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia

1.3.1 Continue to promote the role of the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia as a code of conduct for
inter-state relations in Southeast Asia; and

1.3.2 Cooperate to urge other ASEAN Dialogue Partners to accede to the Treaty so as to enhance regional peace and
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security, prosperity, and mutual confidence and trust.
1.4 Protocol to the Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone

1.4.1 China supports ASEAN's efforts towards realising a Southeast Asia Nuclear- Weapon Free Zone (SEANWFZ) and
reaffirms its readiness to sign the Protocol to the SEANWFZ Treaty at an early opportunity; and

1.4.2 Cooperate in encouraging all the Nuclear Weapon States to sign the Protocol.
1.5 Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea

1.5.1 Implement in an effective way the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties (DoC) in the South China Sea to maintain
regional stability and promote cooperation in the South China Sea;

1.5.2 Convene regular ASEAN- China Senior Officials Meeting (SOM) on the realisation of the DoC to provide guidance
for and review the implementation of the DoC;

1.5.3 Establish a working group to draw up the guidelines for the implementation of the DoC and to provide
recommendations to the ASEAN-China SOM on policy and implementation issues;

1.5.4 Promote joint cooperation and dialogue in areas such as marine scientific research, protection of the marine
environment, safety of navigation and communication at sea, search and rescue operation, humane treatment of all
persons in danger or distress, fight against transnational crimes as well as cooperation among military officials;

1.5.5 Promote trust and confidence building through cooperative activities, in accordance with the principles of the DoC,
in particular, those of consultations and consensus among the concerned Parties in the South China Sea, pending the
peaceful setlement of the territorial and jurisdictional issues as stated in the DoC;

1.5.6 Affirm the vision of the DoC state parties to work, on the basis of consensus, on the eventual adoption of a code of
conduct in the South China Sea; and

1.5.7 Adhere to the terminologies used in the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea and other instruments of the
International Maritime Organisation.

1.6 Cooperation in the Field of Non-traditional Security

1.6.1 Implement measures and activities agreed upon under the Joint Declaration of ASEAN and China Cooperation in
the Field of Non-traditional Security Issues signed on 4 November 2002 in Phnom Penh and the ASEAN-China
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Cooperation in the Field of Non-traditional Security Issues signed on 10
January 2004 in Bangkok;

1.6.2 Jointly develop the 2005 Work Plan and subsequent annual work plans to implement the ASEAN-China MoU on
Cooperation in the Field of Non-Traditional Security Issues focusing on substantive activities and projects of mutual
interests;

1.6.3 Enhance cooperation in the fight against transnational crimes through existing mechanisms such as the ASEAN
Senior Officials Meeting on Transnational Crime and China Consultation, ASEAN-China Cooperative Operations in
Response to Dangerous Drugs (ACCORD), ASEAN Plus Three Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime and the
ASEAN Plus Three Senior Officials Meeting on Transnational Crime;

1.6.4 Promote contacts and cooperation between law enforcement agencies and prosecution bodies on criminal justice
and relevant legal systems;

1.6.5 Increase personnel exchanges, training programmes and seminars to share best practices and experiences on
procedures and law enforcement for concluding bilateral and multilateral agreements on counter-terrorism, illicit drug
trafficking, trafficking in persons, illegal migration, sea piracy, and international economic crimes, and to enhance
competence in criminal technology, forensic sciences, immigration, road transport management, and investigation into
cyber crimes;

1.6.6 Explore cooperation, where appropriate and in accordance with their national law, in intelligence-sharing,
investigation and evidence-collection, arresting and escorting criminal suspects and retrieving stolen goods or money;
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1.6.7 Promote Alternative Development (AD) as an effective means to prevent and eliminate illicit drugs;
1.6.8 Support joint research between experts and scholars in the field of non-traditional security issues; and

1.6.9 Initiate and support development projects that aim at eradicating poverty and socio-economic disparity and
injustices as well as promoting the elevation of standard of living, in particular, of underprivileged groups and people in
underdeveloped areas; as transnational crime and terrorism cannot be successfully eliminated without identifying,
addressing and eradicating the root causes in order to prevent new recruits to criminal syndicates and terrorist entities.

1.7 Military Exchanges and Cooperation

1.7.1 Promote mutual confidence and trust in defence and military fields with a view to maintaining peace and stability in
the region;

1.7.2 Conduct dialogues, consultations and seminars on security and defence issues;
1.7.3 Strengthen cooperation on military personnel training;

1.7.4 Consider observing each other's military exercises and explore the possibility of conducting bilateral or multilateral
joint military exercises; and

1.7.5 Explore and enhance cooperation in the field of peacekeeping.
2. ECONOMIC COOPERATION
2.1 ASEAN-China Free Trade Area

2.1.1 Expedite the implementation of the ASEAN-China Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation to liberalise and promote trade in goods and services and create a transparent, liberal and facilitative
investment regime;

2.1.2 Fulfil obligations and commitments under the Early Harvest Programme and the ASEAN-China Trade in Goods
Agreement and expedite negotiations on Trade in Services and Investment;

2.1.3 Enhance trade, investment and economic cooperation as well as upgrade technical cooperation;

2.1.4 Establish channels of communication with all the stake holders, such as government officials, chamber of
commerce and industry, research institutions, think-tanks, etc., for the successful implementation of the Framework
Agreement on ASEAN-China Comprehensive Economic Cooperation; and

2.1.5 Strengthen the economic and technical cooperation in the areas of agriculture, information and communication
technology, human resource development, investment, Mekong River basin development, Brunei-Indonesia-Malaysia-
Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA), and other areas of mutual interest so as to reach the goal of
common development and prosperity of China and ASEAN.

2.2 Investment Cooperation

2.2.1 Promote mutual investments by increasing exchanges and mutual understanding among investment authorities,
including the private sectors in ASEAN Member Countries and China;

2.2.2 Promote networking and cooperation among governments, business associations, academic institutions and
corporations, among others, through promotion fairs on investment policies in China and ASEAN Member Countries and
by holding regular ASEAN-China Exposition in Nanning, China, and if or when appropriate in ASEAN;

2.2.3 Promote mutual understanding and cooperation among enterprises in ASEAN Member Countries and China,
among others, through the chambers of commerce, the ASEAN-China Business and Investment Summit and the ASEAN-
China Business Council;

2.24 Encourage enterprises in China to make ASEAN a priority investment destination and vice versa, and create a
more conducive and attractive climate for the flow of such investments; and

2.25 Strengthen the law enforcement and regulations so as to provide favourable conditions for investments.
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2.3 Financial Cooperation

2.3.1 Strengthen economic review and policy dialogue through the ASEAN Plus Three framework, including the
development of early warning system and monitoring of short-term capital flows;

2.3.2 Promote closer financial cooperation and greater financial stability in ASEAN Plus Three countries;
2.3.3 Promote dialogues on macro-economic and financial policies in appropriate fora;

2.3.4 Enhance the effectiveness of the Chiang Mai Initiative;

2.3.5 Develop and deepen regional bond markets;

2.3.6 Promote regional financial and monetary integration;

2.3.7 Strengthen human resource development and capacity building in banking and financial sectors, particularly under
the ASEAN Plus Three cooperation; and

2.3.8 Enhance cooperation and technical assistance to develop ASEAN-China capital markets.
2.4 Agricultural Cooperation

2.4.1 Continue implementing the MoU between the ASEAN Secretariat and the Ministry of Agriculture of the People's
Republic of China signed on 2 November 2002 in Phnom Penh;

2.4.2 Enhance cooperation on human resources development through training courses, including on agricultural
techniques and management;

2.4.3 Establish technology demonstration farms, including the establishment of technology demonstration zones;

244 Undertake hi-tech exchanges and promote cooperation in various key areas of mutual interest such as hybrid rice
and corn, horticultural plants cultivation, bio-technology application, fertiliser, water management, post harvest
technology, food security, aquaculture, livestock breeding, organic farming and marsh gas application in the rural areas;

245 Support economic and trade cooperation through training, seminars, exhibitions, shows and project demonstrations
to promote the trade of farm tools, processing machinery and techniques and equipment, agricultural production
materials, grains and improved species;

2.4.6 Enhance technical exchanges and cooperation among agricultural experts and agriculture-related enterprises for
study, observation, and training in agriculture, fisheries and agriculture-related fields;

2.4.7 Improve agricultural productivity and diversification;

2.4.8 Promote Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS) agricultural exchanges and development among GMS member
countries, in cooperation with the Asian Development Bank (ADB);

2.4.9 Enhance trade and marketability of food, agriculture and forestry products/ commodities between ASEAN and
China;

2.4.10 Enhance cooperation to adopt joint approaches, where appropriate, in international and regional issues pertaining
to agriculture;

2.4.11 Promote sustainable management of forest resources through enhancing dialogue and cooperation;

24.12 Harmonise related protocols on food safety and organise a network of food laboratories in ASEAN and China; and
2.4.13 Build the capacity of farmers and farming community in ICT in ASEAN and China.

2.5ICT Cooperation

2.5.1 Expedite the implementation of the MoU between ASEAN and China on Cooperation in Information and
Communications Technology signed in October 2003 in Bali, Indonesia;
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2.5.2 Promote the establishment and development of ASEAN-China broadband high-speed optical fibre network and
information flow and the application of new technology in the region;

2.5.3 Promote HRD cooperation through various training courses, seminars, workshops as well as exchange of visits
among ICT experts;

2.5.4 Establish the ASEAN-China ICT cooperation website;

2.5.5 Explore the possibility of convening ASEAN-China ICT Ministers' Meeting to foster ICT policy dialogues and
cooperation;

2.5.6 Convene "ASEAN-China ICT Week" on a regular basis to promote ICT cooperation;

2.5.7 Formulate cooperative and emergency response procedures for purposes of maintaining and enhancing
cybersecurity, and preventing and combating cybercrime; and

2.5.8 Strengthen cooperation in research and development and transfer of technology.
2.6 Transport Cooperation

2.6.1 Conclude MoU between ASEAN-China on Transport Cooperation and implement the measures and activities
contained in the MoU;

2.6.2 Formalise a consultation mechanism for maritime transport cooperation under the ASEAN-China Transport
Ministers' Meeting in close coordination with other related ASEAN fora and carry out mutually beneficial projects in such
areas as maritime safety and security, search and rescue at sea, marine environmental protection against pollution from
ships, ship ballast water management, port state control and international shipping;

2.6.3 Work towards developing and signing a ASEAN-China regional maritime transport cooperation framework
agreement;

2.6.4 Support the development of the Asian Highway Network by taking measures such as establishing routes
databases, harmonising technical standards of infrastructure and facilities and facilitating international land transport;

2.6.5 Complete Kunming-Bangkok highway by the end of 2007; and

2.6.6 Strengthen capacity building in port management, navigation channel technology, transportation infrastructure
design and construction and other areas of common interest in the transport sector.

2.7 Tourism Cooperation
2.7.1 Explore the possibility of establishing a high-level cooperation mechanism between relevant tourism authorities;

2.7.2 Promote better understanding of each other's tourism industry, policies, laws and regulations, among others,
through workshops, exhibitions, and shows;

2.7.3 Promote and strengthen tourism information exchange and cooperation on regulating tourism markets among
national tourism organisations covering areas such as tourism products, policies, laws and regulations;

2.7.4 Encourage flows of tourists and attract more foreign visitors through joint promotion campaigns;
2.7.5 Promote networking and training programmes among ASEAN and China tourism schools and colleges;

2.7.6 Jointly formulate tourism development plans incorporating joint promotion, marketing, investment and human
resource development;

2.7.7 Support the organisation and implementation of ASEAN tourism investment road shows and seminars;
2.7.8 Encourage each other participation in International Tourism Fair in China and the annual ASEAN Tourism Forum;

2.7.9 Enhance cooperation on rectifying tourism business operators and standardising outbound travels and border
tours; and
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2.7.10 Encourage participation in the capacity-building activities provided by the World Tourism Organisation (WTO).
2.8 Energy Cooperation
2.8.1 Explore the possibility of establishing a high-level cooperation mechanism between relevant energy authorities;

2.8.2 Strengthen policy exchanges and communication with a view to promoting greater openness, transparency, and
cooperation in energy security and sustainable energy development activities;

2.8.3 Enhance cooperation in the development and production of renewable energy, energy efficiency and conservation,
clean coal technology and energy policy and planning, as well as in the establishment of institutional linkages for
developing other programs of cooperation;

2.8.4 Strengthen energy cooperation and encourage greater private-sector participation and investment in joint energy
resource exploration and development;

2.8.5 Cooperate in the promotion of energy conservation and the development of clean and efficient energy resources in
efforts to diversify sources of primary energy supply while preserving a balance between energy production,
consumption and environmental protection;

2.8.6 Establish a sound and commercially viable regional energy transportation network through mutually beneficial
activities and investments including the exploration and production of oil and natural gas, development of gas pipeline
and transport infrastructure, and other supply facilities; and

2.8.7 Encourage exchange of information on energy pricing and market stabilising initiatives to better manage the risks
of international oil market volatility, on voluntary basis.

2.9 Mekong River Basin Development Cooperation

2.9.1 Strengthen cooperation under the framework of the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS) and ASEAN-Mekong Basin
Development Cooperation (AMBDC); and

2.9.2 Develop the Singapore-Kunming Rail Link.
2.9.1.1 Transportation
2.9.1.1.1 Build railways and roads from Kunming to Yangon and Myitikyina;

2.9.1.1.2 Improve the roads from China's Yunnan province to Viet Nam and the railway links between China and Viet
Nam;

2.9.1.1.3 Carry out possibility study of building railway links from China to Laos and Myanmar;

2.9.1.1.4 Consider implementing measures to improve navigational safety on the Lancang-Mekong Riverin a
sustainable manner through consultations among the riparian countries, while undertaking to preserve the environment
and unique way of life of the people who live along the river;

2.9.1.1.5 Consider the further expansion of the Environmental Impact Assessment of the navigation channel improvement
project on the upper Mekong River, and share information with the lower Basin countries;

2.9.1.1.6 Consider the possibility to open more aviation routes in the sub-region at an appropriate time; and

2.9.1.1.7 Carry out preliminary study on the missing rail link between Phnom Penh and Loc Ninh, the missing section in
Cambodia which is part of the Singapore-Kunming Rail Link.

2912ICT
2.9.1.2.1 Promote international cooperation in terms of investment and human resources development on ICT; and
2.9.1.2.2 Explore the possibility of establishing a GMS information highway.

2.9.1.3 Trade
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2.9.1.3.1 Launch the experimental project of one stop inspection under the Agreement for Facilitation of Cross Border
Movement of Goods and People between and among GMS Countries whose modalities are subject to consultation and
consensus among countries concerned so as to facilitate trade; and

2.9.1.3.2 Explore the possibility study of setting up commodity markets in major border cities and other distribution
centres in ASEAN and China.

2.9.1.4 Tourism

2.9.1.4.1 Explore the possibility of establishing a regional tourism corridor with a view to making tourism a key industry in
the region.

2.9.1.5 Electrification

2.9.15.1 Implement the GMS Inter-Governmental Agreement on Regional Power Trade (IGA) and speed up the
formulation of Sub-region Power Trade Operating Agreement (PTOA);

2.9.1.5.2 Promote GMS transnational electric power networking conducive to environmental and social well-being; and
2.9.1.5.3 Enhance cooperation on rural electrification.
2.9.1.6 Environmental Protection

2.9.1.6.1 Enhance cooperation on the protection of bio-diversity in the sub-region and explore the possibility of
establishing a bio-diversity corridor;

2.9.1.6.2 Promote forestation in Lancang-Mekong River basin and Honghe River basin to bring soil erosion under control;
2.9.1.6.3 Work towards managing and monitoring water quality of Mekong river;

2.9.1.6.4 Establish nature reserves to protect rare species, among others, through the mechanism of the relevant
environmental instruments, such as the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution and the ASEAN
Declaration on Heritage Parks;

2.9.1.6.5 Continue to protect the environment and promote sustainable use including the equitable access and benefit
sharing of the sub-region's shared natural resources and their biodiversity;

2.9.1.6.6 Promote exchange of information and strengthen cooperation concerning the use of water in the Lancang-
Mekong River, with a view to achieve sustainable development of all riparian countries; and

2.9.1.6.7 Promote cooperative activities to address global warming.

2.9.1.7 Public Health

2.9.1.7.1 Establish an integrated prevention and control system for communicable and non-communicable diseases;
2.9.1.7.2 Promote Alternative Development (AD) to check drug production and distribution; and

2.9.1.7.3 Strengthen cooperation to prevent production and spread of counterfeit drugs.

2.9.2 Other Sub-regional Initiatives

2.9.2.1 Support other sub-regional development initiatives and welcome Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic
Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS) as further means to narrow the development gap.

2.10 Initiative for ASEAN Integration

2.10.1 China will intensify support for the ASEAN's integration efforts by implementing Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAl)
projects and providing technical assistance for projects developed to implement the Vientiane Action Programme (VAP)
and other related ASEAN action programmes, including human resource development and capacity building for the least
developing countries (LDC) of ASEAN and pockets of underdevelopment in the ASEAN-6 countries; and

2.10.2 China will support ASEAN's efforts to narrowing the development gaps within ASEAN and between ASEAN and
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China by enhancing regional and sub-regional development.
2.11 Brunei-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA)
2.11.1 Explore the possibility of establishing a regular dialogue between BIMP-EAGA Secretariat and China;

2.11.2 Strengthen cooperation in the priority sectors identified for BIMP-EAGA development, namely SMEs, agriculture,
transport, infrastructure and ICT, natural resources, and tourism;

2.11.3 Cooperate in resource development through direct investment, project-contracting and technology-sharing;

2114 Increase dialogue between the East Asian Business Council (EABC) and relevant associations in China (i.e., China
Council for the Promotion of International Trade, its quasi-government business chamber), apart from government-to-
government dialogue, to strengthen coordination and synergise links among the private sectors of China and EAGA,;

2.11.5 Promote and support the efforts of the BIMP-EAGA and the East Asian Business Council to expand mutual trade
and investments between BIMP-EAGA and China; and

2.11.6 Provide opportunities for possible technical and capital assistance for BIMP-EAGA programs and projects.
2.12 SMEs Cooperation

2.12.1 Explore the possibility of establishing a SMEs Joint Committee to discuss issues and promote cooperation related
to SMEs;

2.12.2 Jointly identify possible areas of cooperation, including promotion of business collaboration, investment and
finance, and marketing development, capacity building for SMEs, business matching, and exchange of information on
SMEs policies and best practices through seminars, workshops, networking, research and development for SMEs, and
promotion of industrial clustering between SMEs of both sides; and

2.12.3 Promote programmes for enhancing ASEAN Small and Medium Enterprise and Industries' capacity, technology,
financing, business opportunities and market access.

2.13 Industrial Cooperation

2.13.1 Strengthen cooperation in HRD and exchange of experience in the formulation of plans and models of local
industries.

3. FUNCTIONAL COOPERATION
3.1 Public Health Cooperation

3.1.1 Establish regional epidemiological and laboratory networks based on existing national and regional institutions and
designate key epidemiological centres and laboratories for disease monitoring to ensure effective and efficient disease
surveillance and response;

3.1.2 Enhance regional, and inter-regional cooperation in order to jointly control and prevent communicable and non-
communicable diseases;

3.1.3 Establish mechanisms on early notification, control and monitoring of infectious and emerging diseases such as,
but not limited to, SARS, avian flu, plague, cholera and HIV/AIDS;

3.1.4 Strengthen technology exchanges and training activities and health human resources development through
seminars and the establishment of training bases;

3.1.5 Exchange experts, knowledge and best practices for the establishment of communicable diseases monitoring
systems;

3.1.6 Consider the establishment of a cooperation mechanism on health quarantine;

3.1.7 Establish joint testing and control mechanism for the prevention of transnational transport of bio-terrorist factors as
well as nuclear and radioactive materials for non-peaceful activities;
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3.1.8 Enhance regional, inter-regional cooperation to jointly resolve and prevent immediate public health problems and
other infectious diseases;

3.1.9 Exchange experts for promotion and development of traditional and alternative medicines; and

3.1.10 Promote exchange of information in incorporating traditional medicine/ complimentary and alternative medicine
(TM/CAM) into national healthcare system.

3.2 Science and Technology Cooperation

3.2.1 Strengthen cooperation in implementing HRD and joint research and development activities in the areas identified
by the ASEAN-China Joint Science and Technology Committee (JSTC), including biotechnology, remote sensing,
seismology, food, marine science, non-conventional energy and materials science and technology, and other new
areas which are mutually beneficial;

3.2.2 Implement joint scientific research and technology development activiies among research institutions in ASEAN
and China in the areas identified by the JSTC;

3.2.3 Organise various scientific workshops and seminars in China, specifically for CLMV countries or other ASEAN
countries, which are technologically less developed on applicable technologies;

3.2.4 Strengthen cooperation among technology-oriented SMEs of ASEAN and China;

3.2.5 Organise exhibition on technological innovation by China-ASEAN SMEs during China-ASEAN Expo; and
3.2.6 Explore cooperation in space technology applications and meteorology.

3.3 Education Cooperation

3.3.1 Continue to implement the ASEAN-China Academic Cooperation and Exchange Programme between ASEAN
University Network (AUN) and Chinese Ministry of Education (CME);

3.3.2 Carry out joint research and training and exchange outstanding professors, teachers and students with the ASEAN
University Network (AUN) as the platform;

3.3.3 Promote teaching of each other's language in China and ASEAN Member Countries and encourage more students
to study in each other's universities;

3.3.4 Encourage and support inter-collegiate exchanges and cooperation;
3.3.5 Promote mutual recognition of academic degrees among interested universities in ASEAN and China;

3.3.6 Facilitate the establishment of a directly linked university website between China Education and Research Network
(CERNET) and AUN;

3.3.7 Consider establishing a civil servant training and exchange mechanism between China and ASEAN countries,
including diplomats training;

3.3.8 Continue to provide additional scholarships for short and long-terms to ASEAN Member Countries, especially to the
less developing countries;

3.3.9 Encourage participation in educational exhibition or road shows between ASEAN and China universities to create
awareness and disseminate information about the universities in the respective countries; and

3.3.10 Facilitate visa procedure for Chinese students and faculties who travel to ASEAN Member Countries for academic
purposes and vice versa.

3.4 Culture Cooperation

3.4.1 Expedite the formulating of implementation plans after the signing of the ASEAN-China MOU on Cultural
Cooperation;

3.4.2 Conduct active exchanges and cooperation in literature, the performing arts, visual arts, art education and cultural
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industry;

3.4.3 Encourage and support cooperation between departments of historical relics, archaeology and cultural heritage
preservation, museums, archives, libraries, and cultural institutes;

3.4.4 Strengthen coordination and communication between and among cultural departments of national governments and
encourage non-governmental cultural and art groups to engage in multilateral cultural exchanges;

3.4.5 Step up cooperation to explore market for cultural products and vigorously develop cultural industry;
3.4.6 Support each other on hosting high-profile cultural and art events;

3.4.7 Jointly preserve and promote national traditional festivals;

3.4.8 Encourage and support sports exchanges and cooperation; and

3.4.9 Promote socio-culture cooperation by commencing the development of SMCE and sharing experiences in the field
of socio-culture on theme "One Village One product" and in the field of Development of Cultural Mapping.

3.5 Labour and Social Security Cooperation

3.5.1 Exchange information, through seminars or workshops, on labour market promotion with a view to formulating
policies and regulations on labour flow in the future;

3.5.2 Exchange information and share experiences on labour laws and regulations with a view to promoting and
enhancing the labour standards and the well-being of workers from ASEAN and China;

3.5.3 Strengthen exchanges and cooperation in human resources development with China's assistance to ASEAN for
training courses, study-tours and seminars; and

3.5.4 Strengthen cooperation in the development of social security systems with China's support in providing
professional training for social insurance personnel from ASEAN Member Countries.

3.6 Human Resources Development (HRD) Cooperation

3.6.1 Continue the promotion of HRD cooperation through the implementation of HRD programmes benefiting participants
from both sides;

3.6.2 Strengthen HRD cooperation in the five priority areas under the ASEAN-China cooperation and other new and
emerging areas of cooperation in ASEAN, among others, through training courses, study tours and seminars; and

3.6.3 Encourage private sector participation in the human resource development process.
3.7 Local Government Cooperation and People-to-People Exchanges
3.7.1 Exchanges Between Local Governments

3.7.1.1 Facilitate provinces/cities to become sister provinces/cities and to encourage governors and mayors to conduct
dialogue and exchanges;

3.7.1.2 Hold experience-sharing meetings and seminars for local governments in urban planning, administration and
external cooperation through, among others, the ASEAN Environmentally Sustainable Cities Programme; and

3.7.1.3 Support local governments' participation in the multilateral cooperation activities.
3.7.2 Non-governmental Exchanges and People-to-People Interaction

3.7.2.1 Explore the possibility of establishing exchanges and cooperation through the China-ASEAN Association and
other non-governmental friendship institutions in various fields.

3.7.3 Youth Exchanges

3.7.3.1 Exchange volunteers in medical service and language teaching;
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3.7.3.2 Continue the Lancang-Mekong River Youth Friendship Voyage;
3.7.3.3 Explore the possibility of establishing a ASEAN-China Young Entrepreneurs Forum;

3.7.3.4 Organise activities, such as ASEAN-China Youth Festival of Culture and Arts and ASEAN-China Youth Leadership
Exchange Programme and support other cultural immersion programmes, including the existing annual ASEAN Youth
Camps, and other activities for young leaders, outstanding youths and future leaders;

3.7.3.5 Establish link between the Youth ASEAN and All China Youth Federation websites;
3.7.3.6 Implement ASEAN-China Exchange Programmes for Young Managers and Entrepreneurs;

3.7.3.7 Consider organising annually ASEAN-China Young Leaders Forum to address topics such as economy, trade,
human resource development, information and communication technology, education, environmental protection,
agriculture and volunteers services; and

3.7.3.8 Consider holding ASEAN Young Leaders' Advanced Study class on a regular basis starting from September 2005
at the Guangxi International Young Exchange Institute of China.

3.8 Environmental Cooperation

3.8.1 Strengthen existing ministerial and senior officials consultations (ASEAN Plus Three Environment Ministerial
Meetings and ASEAN Plus Three Senior Officials Meetings on the Environment) to implement identified- priority and
potential areas of cooperation;

3.8.2 Convene, if necessary, a ASEAN-China Ministerial Meeting on Environment for policy dialogue, and establish a
ASEAN- China joint committee for environmental protection to formulate work plans;

3.8.3 Strengthen cooperation in the ten agreed priority areas of cooperation under the ASEAN Plus Three cooperation;

3.84 Promote exchanges and cooperation between non-governmental environmental organisations and the general
public; and

3.8.5 Explore the establishment of an ASEAN-China Environment Information Network.
3.9 Media Cooperation

3.9.1 Explore the possibility of setting up a press officials' dialogue mechanism for communication and exchange on
news reporting and media policies;

3.9.2 Continue to implement the ASEAN-China Seminar on Mass Media Cooperation and share the experience of the
development of media industry as well as promote media cooperation;

3.9.3 Co-host film and TV festivals in ASEAN and China;

3.9.4 Promote mutual visits and exchanges of journalists and strengthen cooperation in news reporting, press interviews
and production of TV programmes;

3.9.5 Cooperate in making films and production of TV programmes, and promote exchanges of programmes;
3.9.6 Facilitate market access of audio-visual products through dialogue and consultations;

3.9.7 Undertake personnel training for the technicians and professionals in the TV and broadcasting sectors of ASEAN
countries;

3.9.8 Advance and reinforce a positive international image of ASEAN and China relations supportive of the interests,
policies, programmes and goals of both ASEAN and China through responsible news reporting; and

3.9.9 Establish a workshop on Enhancing ASEAN-China Cooperation through Information and Media.
4. COOPERATION IN INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL FORA

4.1 East Asia Cooperation
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4.1.1 Strengthen East Asia cooperation by implementing the short-term, and medium and long-term measures of the
East Asia Study Group (EASG) and enhancing functional cooperation in the various agreed sectors within the ASEAN
Plus Three framework;

4.1.2 Carry out a joint study on the establishment of an East Asian community and the feasibility of an East Asia Free
Trade Area within the ASEAN Plus Three framework;

4.1.3 Strengthen coordination and cooperation between ASEAN and China to further the ASEAN Plus Three process; and

4.1.4 Cooperate in promoting the interests and addressing the challenges facing ASEAN Plus Three Countries and East
Asia through fora such as the ASEAN Plus Three Summit, East Asia Forum, Network of East Asia Think Tanks, and other
related meetings, including the proposed East Asia Summit.

4.2 Inter-regional Cooperation

4.2.1 Maintain close coordination and cooperation in the ARF and promote its healthy development. China supports
ASEAN as the major driving force in ARF and its efforts to advance the ARF process at a pace comfortable to all;

4.2.2 Promote the ACD process through cooperation on energy, agriculture, finance as well as other fields;
4.2.3 Promote coordination and cooperation in fora such as APEC and the Asia-Europe Meeting; and

4.2.4 Promote South-South cooperation through mechanisms such as Forum of EastAsia and Latin America Cooperation
(FEALAC) and Asia-Africa Sub-Regional Organisation Conference (AASROC).

4.3 Cooperationin the UN

4.3.1 Strengthen dialogue and cooperation on issues of mutual interest, such as UN reforms, counter-terrorism,
development and other issues; and

4.3.2 Enhance closer coordination and hold regular meetings between the Permanent Representatives of ASEAN
Member Countries and China in the UN.

4.4 Cooperation within the World Trade Organisation (WTO)

4.4.1 Make efforts to push for the completion of the negotiations on the Doha Development Agenda (DDA) with a view to
achieving a well balanced and equitable outcome as stipulated in the July 2004 package;

4.4.2 Make the existing Special and Differential Treatment (S&D) as well as Less-than-Full-Reciprocity principle more
precise, effective and operational to provide opportunity for developing members to participate more actively and
enable them to derive benefit from trade liberalisation;

4.4.3 Support and work towards expanding technical assistance and help on capacity-building for developing countries;

4.4 .4 Strengthen cooperation in the multilateral trading system, especially the WTO, to make it more responsive to the
priorities of the developing countries;

445 Effectively address particular concerns of developing and less developed members through specific flexibility
provision; and

4.4.6 Support the accession of Laos and Viet Nam to the WTO at the earliest possible time.
5. FUNDING

5.1 The activities mentioned in this Plan of Action will mainly be funded by ASEAN-China Cooperation Fund (ACCF) while
cooperation in public health will be funded by the ASEAN-China Public Health Cooperation Fund. Where possible,
physical infrastructure and related projects will be supported by the Government of China to the best of its capacity, and
where feasible, by the Governments of ASEAN Member Countries.

5.2 The Chinese Government will contribute US$ 5 million to the ACCF for five years (2005-2010) to implement the
various activities and projects under this Plan of Action. If necessary, China will consider replenishing the ACCF to ensure
smooth implementation of activities and projects under this Plan;
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5.3 ASEAN and China will encourage international financial institutions/ agencies, development partners and their
respective private sectors to participate in the implementation of major projects of interest to them under this Plan of
Action; and

5.4 ASEAN and China will continue to strengthen existing funding mechanisms and look into providing requisite
resources in accordance with their respective capacities as well as explore effective and innovative resource
mobilisation strategies for mobilising resources for the effective implementation of this Plan.

6. INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

6.1 Concerned sectoral bodies in ASEAN and agencies in China will jointly draw up specific work programmes/projects
to implement the various actions and measures outlined in this Plan of Action with the assistance of the ASEAN
Secretariat. Experts from ASEAN and China could be invited, on a case-by-case basis, to develop specific work
programmes and project proposals;

6.2 China will provide technical support to the ASEAN Secretariat in coordinating and implementing this Plan;

6.3 Regular review of this Plan will be conducted through existing mechanisms, such as the ASEAN-China Ministerial
Meeting, ASEAN-China SOC, ASEAN-China JCC, SEOM-MOFCOM Consultations, ASEAN-China Working Group on
Development Cooperation to ensure the Plan remains relevant to the needs and priorities of the ASEAN-China dialogue
relations and to incorporate new and urgent areas of cooperation given the dynamic regional and international
environment; and

6.4 Upon completion of this Plan, the ASEAN-China JCC with the assistance of the SEOM-MOFCOM Consultations and
under the supervision of the ASEAN-China SOC will prepare a new five-year Plan of Action for the consideration and
adoption of the ASEAN-China Summit through the ASEAN-China Ministerial Meeting.
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Joint Communique of the 38th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting Vientiane, 26
July 2005 THEME: TOWARDS THE HARMONY, DYNAMISM AND
INTEGRATION OF ASEAN

INTRODUCTION

1. We, the Foreign Ministers of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), met formally on 26 July 2005 in
Vientiane, Lao People's Democratic Republic (Lao PDR), for the first time since the Vientiane Action Programme (VAP),
the successor to the Ha Noi Plan of Action (HPA); the ASEAN Security Community (ASC) Plan of Action; and the ASEAN
Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) Plan of Action were adopted at the 10th ASEAN Summit in November 2004 in
Vientiane. It was also the first time that Lao PDR hosted our regular annual meeting where we reviewed regional and
international political, security, and economic developments, and intra and extra- ASEAN cooperation, including
cooperation with our Dialogue Partners as well as wide- ranging issues as we move towards the establishment of an
ASEAN Community in 2020 as envisioned in the Declaration of ASEAN Concord Il (Bali Concord Il) adopted in October
2003 in Bali, Indonesia.

2. The 38th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting was chaired by His Excellency Mr. Somsavat Lengsavad, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Lao PDR.

3. The Honourable Sir Rabbie Namiliu, Foreign Minister of Papua New Guinea, and His Excellency Mr. Jose Ramos-
Horta, Senior Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Timor Leste, attended the Opening and Closing ceremonies of
the 38th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting as a Special Observer in ASEAN and a Guest of the Chairman of the 38th ASEAN
Standing Committee respectively.

4. His Excellency Mr. Bounnhang Vorachith, Prime Minister of the Lao PDR, graced the meeting with a Keynote Address.
His Excellency Mr. Bounnhang Vorachith stated that a key factor leading to the success of ASEAN in the last decades is
the harmonious combination of national interests and regional ones. This is the right recognition of the reality that
although ASEAN Member Countries are very diverse, they share common interest in peace, stability and prosperity for
each country and for the region as a whole. This is the true meaning of the "unity in diversity" of ASEAN and that we
should continue our efforts to maintain such a harmonious combination in the process of building our ASEAN Community.
Anything contrary to that could affect the basic foundation for the further development of ASEAN. The harmonious
combination of national interests and community interests would be much visible by the extent of the ASEAN integration
into the process of building the ASEAN Community. While realizing the importance of the ASEAN integration, especially in
the economic field in the context of globalization and economic interdependence, ASEAN has adopted the Initiative for
ASEAN Integration (lAl), the VAP and other plans of action which are currently being implemented and yielded some
preliminary results. One of our immediate priorities is to expeditiously narrow the economic development gap within
ASEAN and between ASEAN and other regions. He further stated that with the continuously high oil price, there is a need
for ASEAN to pay more attention to the cooperation on energy as previously agreed by the Leaders at the 10th ASEAN
Summit. This aims to mitigate the adverse impact on the economy of ASEAN as a whole as well as on the vulnerable
economy of ASEAN new member countries, in particular. He noted that one of the energy sectors that can be a benefit to
the region on a regular basis is a joint investment in building hydropower dams which would not only supply cheaper
energy to the region than the oil based energy but would also enhance closer relations of intra-ASEAN economic
development as well as help narrow the economic disparities within ASEAN.

THE ASEAN COMMUNITY

5. We were pleased with the adoption by our Leaders of the VAP, the ASC Plan of Action and the ASCC Plan of Action;
the signing of the ASEAN Framework Agreement for the Integration of Priority Sectors; and the progress made in the
implementation of programmes and projects building up to the realisation of the ASEAN Community comprising the three
pillars of the ASC, AEC, and ASCC as enshrined in the Bali Concord Il.

6. We aqgreed to work towards the establishment of an ASEAN Charter, which will reaffirm the obijectives, goals and
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principles of the ASEAN Community and beyond. In this regard, we agreed on a draft text of the Kuala Lumpur
Declaration on the Establishment of an ASEAN Charter, including the establishment of the Eminent Persons Group (EPG),
which will be recommended for approval and signature by our Leaders at the 11th ASEAN Summit on 12 December 2005
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Vientiane Action Programme (VAP)

7. We expressed our satisfaction with the progress made in the implementation of the VAP, which includes, among
others, the signing of the Agreement on the Establishment of an ASEAN Development Fund (ADF) that will, to a great
extent, further boost the resource mobilisation efforts to support the financing of the implementation of the VAP and
subsequent plans of action to realise the ASEAN Community.

8. We reiterated our commitment to make greater efforts to narrow the development gap among ASEAN Member
Countries. In this connection, we called on our Dialogue Partners and friends, as well as regional and international
organisations to support us in our efforts to effectively implement the VAP in a timely manner.

Narrowing the Development Gap (NDG) and Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IA)

9. We emphasised the immediate need to bridge the development gap among ASEAN Member Countries, which is
crucial for the acceleration of the integration of ASEAN. In the long run, the NDG and IAl will serve as building blocks for
the establishment of an ASEAN Community. We noted and highly appreciated the participation of donor countries and
institutions that have contributed positively to the implementation of the IAl programme. In the light of the above, we
agreed to work even harder to assist the less developed Member Countries and less developed regions in ASEAN to
ensure that the integration of ASEAN is carried outin a smooth and unified manner and that the benefits of integration are
reasonably shared among the Member Countries. In this connection, we called on our Dialogue Partners and friends, as
well as regional and international organisations to support us in our efforts to effectively implement the 1Al Work Plan.

ASEAN SECURITY COMMUNITY (ASC)

10. We were gratified with the significant progress made in the implementation of the ASC Plan of Action, especially
those activities that are contained in the VAP. The implementation of the ASC Plan of Action will lead to a peaceful, just,
democratic, harmonious and stable ASEAN that is conducive to the sustainable social and economic developmentin
the region as well as strengthen ASEAN's relations with its Dialogue Partners. We therefore called for the continued
effective implementation of the programmes and activities under the ASC Plan of Action so as to realise the ASC in a
timely manner. The Meeting welcomed the agreement, in principle, to convene the ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting
(ADMM) and a senior defence officials meeting would be convened to prepare for it.

11. We recalled the decision by ASEAN Leaders, through the adoption of the ASC Plan of Action and the VAP, to
strengthen our efforts in promoting human rights in ASEAN. We also recalled decision at the 26th AMM to consider the
establishment of an appropriate mechanism on human rights. We noted the work carried out by the non-governmental
Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism, including the meeting between the open-ended ASEAN SOM
troika and the Working Group at the sideline of the 38th AMM.

Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC)

12. We reaffirmed the importance of the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in SoutheastAsia as an instrument of peace,
security and cooperation in inter-state relations and were gratified that a growing number of countries outside ASEAN
have either acceded or expressed their interest to accede to the TAC. In this context, we welcomed the accessions of
the ROK and the Russian Federation during the 10th ASEAN Summitin Vientiane. We also welcomed the accession of
New Zealand and Mongolia to the TAC on 29 July 2005. We also welcomed Australia's intention to accede to the TAC
and looked forward to its accession to the TAC in Kuala Lumpur in December 2005. We appreciated Timor Leste for its
interest to accede to the TAC. To ensure a lasting peace, stability and sustained development of ASEAN, we reiterated
our call to other countries to accede to the TAC so as to create a favourable environment conducive for developmentin
the region that will not only be beneficial to ASEAN but all its partners and friends as well.

South China Sea

13. We reaffirmed the importance of the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DoC) signed by
ASEAN and China in Phnom Penh in 2002 as an important step towards a regional code of conduct in the South China
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Sea and has contributed to the peace and stability in the region. We welcomed China's view underscoring that a
regional code of conduct in the South China Sea is essential, as conveyed during the 11th ASEAN China Senior Officials
Consultations in Shanghai, China, in April 2005.

14. In this connection, we endorsed the establishment of the ASEAN-China Joint Working Group to study and
recommend measures to translate the provisions of the DoC into concrete cooperative activities. We looked forward to
the 1st Meeting of the Working Group on the implementation of DoC to be held in Manila in August 2005, as a concrete
step towards the full implementation of the DoC.

15. We encouraged all parties concerned to continue to exercise of self-restraint and to continue to undertake
confidence-building measures that would contribute to the maintenance of peace and stability in the region. In this
connection, we took note of the cooperative activities already forged by some concerned parties, which yielded positive
results through negotiation and dialogue, in the spirit of mutually beneficial cooperation. We also reaffirmed our
commitment to resolve the dispute in the South China Sea through peaceful means in accordance with international
conventions including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

Transnational Crimes

16. We commended the work of the ASEAN Ministers Meeting on Transnational Crime (AMMTC) and emphasised the
important role of the AMMTC in regional initiatives to combat transnational crimes identified under the Work Programme
to implement the ASEAN Plan of Action to Combat Transnational Crime. We also commended the important contributions
made by the ASEAN Member Countries to combating transnational crimes as well as the cooperation between ASEAN
and the Dialogue Partners in this area through various training programmes and workshops. We looked forward to the
convening of the 5th AMMT C on 27-30 November 2005, in Ha Noi, Viet Nam. We welcomed the endorsement of the
ASEAN Plus Three Concept Plan to implement cooperation in combating terrorism and transnational crime and the
efforts of the ASEAN Plus Three countries to develop work programmes to implement cooperation in the specific areas
identified.

17. We recalled the adoption by our Leaders of the ASEAN Declaration Against Trafficking in Persons, Particularly
Women and Children on 29 November 2004 in Vientiane, Lao PDR. We expressed our commitment to implement the
declaration and stressed the importance of developing measures in raising awareness and other capacity building-
related activities.

18. We welcomed the Joint Communiqué of the 25th ASEAN Chiefs of Police Conference held on 16-20 May 2005 in Bali,
Indonesia.

Counter-Terrorism

19. We expressed outrage at the series of terrorist attacks in the United Kingdom and Egypt that resulted in the loss of
innocent lives. We strongly condemn such acts of terror and extend our sympathies to the victims and their families.
Such acts of terror will only steel the resolve of the international community to cooperate and defeat the scourge of
terrorism.

20. We reiterated our strong condemnation of all acts of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations and emphasised the
need to address the root causes of terrorism. We continue to reject any attempt to associate terrorism with any race,
region, nationality or ethnic group. In this context, we are fully committed to enhance our cooperative efforts to combat
international terrorism at national, regional, and international levels. We looked forward to continuing our determination to
enhance coordination and cooperation with the international community in combating international terrorism. We believe
this will ensure peace and stability, create an environment conducive to our efforts to attain sustainable development,
progress and prosperity in ASEAN. We also reaffirmed that the fight against terrorism should be conducted in
accordance with our obligations under international law and in respect of sovereignty, territorial integrity and the principle
of non-interference in the internal affairs of other states.

21. We expressed our appreciation for efforts to enhance capacity to counter- terrorism such as the conclusion of the
Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters in November on 29 November 2004 in Kuala Lumpur. We also
welcomed the existing network between regional centres, such as the International Law Enforcement Academy (ILEA) in
Bangkok, the Southeast Asia Regional Centre for Counter-Terrorism (SEARCCT) in Kuala Lumpur and the Jakarta Centre
for Law Enforcement Cooperation (JCLEC) in Semarang, Indonesia. We looked forward to continuing our cooperation in
the training of officials involved in counter-terrorism through SEARCCT, JCLEC and ILEA. We welcomed the outcomes of



Annex 149

the workshops on International Legal Cooperation under the Bali Regional Ministerial Meeting on Counter-Terrorism
coordinated by Thailand.

22. We recalled the adoption of the ASEAN-Japan Joint Declaration for Cooperation to Combat International Terrorism in
November 2004 in Vientiane, Lao PDR, and looked forward to the implementation of the activities identified in the Joint
Declaration. We also looked forward to the signing of the ASEAN-New Zealand, ASEAN-Republic of Korea, and
ASEAN-Pakistan Joint Declarations for cooperation to combat international terrorism in the next few days in Vientiane.
We encouraged Canada to consider signing the same declaration with ASEAN.

Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ)

23. We reaffirmed that the 1995 Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ) is extremely
important to both confidence-building in Southeast Asia and the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons worldwide. We will
continue our efforts to seek ways and means to secure the support of all five Nuclear Weapons States to sign the
Protocol to the SEANWFZ. To this end, we expressed our appreciation to China for its readiness to be the first nuclear
weapon state to accede to the Protocol to SEANWFZ.

ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF)

24. We reaffirmed ASEAN's role as a primary driving force of the ARF process and the ARF as the primary forum in
enhancing political and security dialogue and cooperation in the wider Asia-Pacific region as well as the pivot for
building peace and security in the region. We agreed to invite Timor Leste to attend the 12th ARF as the 25th
participating country in the ARF and believed that Timor Leste's participation in the ARF would contribute to further
enhance political and security dialogue and cooperation in the region.

25. We commended the important progress made in the implementation of the ARF activities, which had to a great extent
contributed to political and security dialogue and cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region. We recognised the need to
forge concrete cooperation among the ARF countries in building capacity and capabilities in order to better cope with
challenges. We welcomed the ARF's progress towards Preventive Diplomacy (PD) and looked forward to the
development of concrete measures in PD.

26. We noted with satisfaction the progress made in the implementation of the agreed ARF activities for the Inter-
Sessional year 2004-2005. We agreed to move forward the ARF activities by replacing the Inter-Sessional Support
Group on Confidence Building Measures (ISG on CBM) with the ISG on CBM and PD (ISG CBM and PD); to consider
developing the concept of the Friends of the ARF Chair; streamline and strengthen working methods of the ARF; and to
reactivate the ISM on Disaster Relief. We welcomed Indonesia and the People's Republic of China to co-chair the next
ISM on Disaster Relief.

ASEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY (AEC)

27. We welcomed the substantial progress made by the ASEAN Economic Ministers in moving towards the realisation of
the AEC through measures that reinforce the implementation of its existing economic initiatives; accelerate regional
integration in eleven priority sectors; facilitate movement of business persons, skilled labour and talents; and strengthen
the institutional mechanism of ASEAN, including improvement of the existing ASEAN dispute settlement mechanism to
ensure the expeditious and legally-binding resolution of any economic disputes.

28. In this regard, we noted with appreciation the signing of the ASEAN Framework Agreement for the Integration of
Priority Sectors by ASEAN Leaders and the signing of the ASEAN Sectoral Integration Protocols and the Roadmaps for
Integration of the Priority Sectors, as well as the Protocol on Enhanced Dispute Settlement Mechanism (DSM) by ASEAN
Economic Ministers during the 10th ASEAN Summitin November 2004 in Vientiane. We recognised that this will facilitate
the realisation of the aspirations of ASEAN as a single market and a single production base in which there is free flow of
goods, services and skilled labour, and a freer flow of capital along with equitable economic development and reduced
poverty and socio-economic disparities within and across ASEAN Member Countries.

29. We were pleased to note that steps have been taken to identify new measures for the second phase of the
implementation of the integration of priority sectors to further accelerate ASEAN integration to realise the AEC.

30. We also commended the important progress made by Sectoral Ministers in the area of ASEAN economic
cooperation, including energy; information communication technology (ICT); transport; tourism; food, agriculture and
forestry; minerals; and finance and banking, which has become essential for regional integration.
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Sub-regional Cooperation

31. We welcomed the substantial progress made in the sub-regional frameworks of cooperation under the Ayeyawady-
Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Startegy (ACMECS), Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS) programme,
and the ASEAN-Mekong Basin Development Cooperation (AMBDC), West-East Corridor, Cambodia, Laos and Viet
Nam (CLV) Development Triangle, which makes an important contribution to the process of regional integration. We
welcomed the successful outcome of the 2nd GMS Summit held in Kunming on 4-5 June 2005 in China.

32. We welcomed the ACMECS Ministerial Retreat held in Thailand in November 2004 which has contributed to the
advancement of the process of sub-regional cooperation in reducing the development gaps, thus making contributions
to the process of regional integration. We looked forward to the convening of the ACMECS Foreign Ministers' Meeting in
Cambodia in August 2005 and the Second ACMECS Summit to be held in Thailand in November 2005, which would help
enhance the regional integration process.

33. We noted the progress in the development of the Roadmap for BIMP-EAGA, which serves to increase trade, tourism
and investment. We were encouraged by the development in strengthening partnerships with Dialogue Partners. The
Northern Territory of Australia has been elevated from observer to "plus One Development Partner”, China has
expressed its intention to become an observer and Japan has conducted the first mission to BIMP-EAGA by visiting
Malaysia last year. We welcomed Republic of Korea's announcement to conduct its mission this year.

ASEAN SOCIO-CULTURAL COMMUNITY (ASCC)

34. We were gratified with the adoption of the ASCC Plan of Action by the ASEAN Leaders at the 10th ASEAN Summit.
The implementation of the Plan will contribute to the establishment of a caring society, the management of the social
impact of economic integration, the enhancement of environmental sustainability and the strengthening of the foundations
of regional social cohesion. We therefore called for effective implementation of the programmes and the specific
measures under the Plan.

Sectoral Cooperation
Disaster Management

35. We signed on 26 July 2005 the ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency Response, which will
provide effective regional mechanisms to mitigate the impacts of natural and human-induced disaster and serve as a
joint response to disaster emergencies through concerted national efforts and intensified regional cooperation. We
further acknowledged the importance of this agreement to strengthen international efforts towards developing a world-
wide early-waring system for natural and human-induced disasters through, among other things, a multimodal
approach, and taking into consideration the internationally agreed framework on the strategy for disaster reduction. We
urged for the early operationalisation of an ASEAN Standby Arrangements for Disaster Relief and Emergency Response,
which would work in tandem with other similar arrangements.

36. We reaffirmed our commitment to intensify our cooperation as well as with other countries in the areas of emergency
relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction; and prevention and mitigation, as called for at the Special ASEAN Leaders'
Meeting on the Aftermath of Earthquake and Tsunami in Jakarta in January 2005. We welcomed the results of the
Ministerial Meeting on Regional Operation on Tsunami Early Warning Arrangements held in Phuket and the decision to
develop a multi-nodal early warning arrangement for the Indian Ocean and the Pacific, and recognised the readiness of
the Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre (ADPC) to serve as a focal point working with other centres in the region, such
as the ASEAN Earthquake Information Centre (AEIC), ASEAN Specialised Meteorological Centre (ASMC), the ASEAN
Disaster Reduction Centre (ADRC), and the Indian Ocean Global Ocean Observing System (I0OGOOS).

Environment

37. We welcomed the agreement on the establishment of the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) based in the Republic
of the Philippines. The Centre will build on and continue the efforts of the ASEAN Regional Centre for Biodiversity
Conservation Project in terms of promoting biodiversity conservation and sustainable use of the region's rich biological
resources.

38. We highly appreciate the close and fruitful cooperation among the Mekong River Commission (MRC) member
countries during the past 10 years aimed at promoting sustainable management and development of water and related
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resources for the countries' mutual benefit and the people's well-being in this sub-region.

39. We welcomed the establishment of a Basel Convention Regional Centre for training and technology transfer for
Southeast Asia based in the Republic of Indonesia. The Centre will promote and facilitate cooperation among states at
the regional level in the field of training and technology transfer regarding the environmentally sound management of
hazardous wastes and other wastes and the minimisation of their generation.

40. We commended the efforts taken by the ASEAN Member Countries to address land and forest fires and the resulting
transboundary haze pollution, particularly the implementation of the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze
Pollution.

41. We welcomed the ASEAN Declaration on Heritage Parks signed by Ministers of Environment of all ten ASEAN
Member Countries on December 2003 which will generate greater collaboration between ASEAN Member Countries in
the preservation of their common natural heritage.

42. We welcomed the efforts made by the ASEAN Member Countries in nominating 22 cities to participate in the Regional
Environmentally Sustainable Cities Programme, and to implement the Framework for Environmentally Sustainable Cities
(ESC) in ASEAN, which was adopted in December 2003.

Health

43. We were encouraged by the progress achieved in strengthening efforts to prevent and control emerging and
resurging infectious diseases such as the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and Avian Influenza, especially
in enhancing regional coordination mechanisms for early warning and surveillance capacity-building and the
establishment of an ASEAN Task Force on Highly Pathogenic Influenza (HPIA) in December 2004.

44. We commended the work of the ASEAN Task Force on AIDS in following up the recommendations of the 7th ASEAN
Summit Declaration on HIV/AIDS and the implementation of the ASEAN Work Programme and its review. We believe that
ASEAN should have a voice in global forums such as the World Health Assembly (WHA) and participate in global
decision-making regarding allocation of funds for HIV/AIDS prevention and control.

45. We expressed our appreciation to all our partners for their support in helping ASEAN implement its priority activities
and encourage others to join hands with us in our efforts to prevent and control emerging infectious diseases, and in the
fight against HIV/AIDS.

Poverty

46. We welcomed the initiatives and activities to enhance learning among key stakeholders from the government, civil
society and the business community to deal with poverty in a comprehensive and integrated manner, and to share and
exchange views on how best to mainstream Millennium Development Goals (MDG) processes into normal development
functions of governments, and to establish linkages nationally and regionally for mutual supportin achieving poverty
reduction initiatives.

Culture and Information

47. We welcomed the results of the other areas of ASEAN functional cooperation, including the adoption of a new tagline
for ASEAN — "Ten Nations One Community"-at the Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers Responsible for Information (AMRI) in
2004. A number of activities in the culture and information sectors have been successfully implemented in 2004 to raise
ASEAN awareness in as well as outside the SoutheastAsia region, such as the 2nd ASEAN Cultural Week held in Viet
Nam in August 2004, the biennial ASEAN Quiz held in Brunei Darussalam in September 2004 and the ongoing Media
Exchange Programmes with our Dialogue Partners. We also welcomed the Art and Cultural scholarship programme for
ASEAN Member Countries sponsored by Indonesia in 2004 and encouraged ASEAN's participation for the next
scholarship programme to be held in the second half of 2005. We believe that cultural and information activities have
played an essential role in bringing ASEAN closer to the people, and thereby further solidifying the foundation to build an
ASEAN Community thatis bonded by mutual respect and a sense of "we-feeling'.

Drugs

48. We welcomed the role of ASEAN Senior Officials on Drug Matters (ASOD) in combating illicit drug trafficking and its
increasing cooperation with Dialogue Partners and other regional/international bodies, such as the ASEAN-China
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Cooperative Operations in Response to Dangerous Drugs (ACCORD), ASEAN-EC Sub-committee on Narcotics, ASEAN
Inter-Parliamentary Organisation Fact Finding Committee (AIFOCOM) and United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime
Prevention (UNODC).

49. We welcomed the recommendations of the 4th AIFOCOM, held in Luang Prabang, Lao PDR, 9-13 March 2005, which
among others, urged all ASEAN Member Countries to formulate an ASEAN Extradition Treaty based on the Treaty of
Mutual Legal Assistance (MLA) on Criminal Matters and existing bilateral agreements, and to call upon all ASEAN
national parliaments to consider harmonising laws on drug abuse in ASEAN Member Countries.

50. We believed that a Drug Free ASEAN 2015 should be pursued by prevention, treatment and community-based
control of drug abuse, including the promotion of alternative development and elimination of illicit drug trafficking. ASEAN
Member Countries will undertake close coordination and integrated cooperation, including with Dialogue Partners such
as China, Japan and the Republic of Korea, the European Union (EU), India, Australia, and the US. Furthermore, ASEAN
Member Countries will promote common perception among law enforcement agencies in combating illicit drug trafficking
as well as developing public awareness, especially among young people, concerning the risk ofillicit drug abuse and
trafficking.

Labour

51. We noted with satisfaction the progress made in ASEAN to address timely labour issues relating to labour mobility
and human resource development, such as labour mobility of skilled manpower, strengthening social security, skills
recognition arrangements, and HIV/AIDS in the workplace.

Youth

52. We recognised the importance of youth employment issues in the development process and welcomed
entrepreneurial initiatives with our Dialogue Partners and through World Bank and International Labour Organisation
collaborations.

EXTERNAL RELATIONS

53. We noted with satisfaction the important developments and progress being made in pursuing cooperation with our
Dialogue Partners and welcomed steps undertaken by both sides to further advance the mutually beneficial cooperation
in various fields.

54. We also took note of the overall progress achieved within the framework of ASEAN Plus Three cooperation. We
reaffirmed the importance of the ASEAN Plus Three for the realisation of an East Asian community.

55. We commended the ASEAN Plus Three countries for the overall progress attained in the implementation of the 17
short term-measures of the East Asia Study Group (EASG) adopted by the ASEAN Plus Three Leaders, and
encouraged more efforts to implement all the short -term measures by 2007. We noted with appreciation the successful
implementation of activities to implement the EASG short-term measures, which includes the forming of the East Asia
Business Council; the promotion of networking of cultural heritage of the East Asian countries; the promotion of East Asian
studies in the region; the convening of the 2nd East Asia Forum; the 2nd Annual Conference of the Network of East Asian
Think-Tanks (NEAT); the collaboration with cultural and educational institutions to promote a strong sense of an East
Asian identity and consciousness; the development of information technology jointly to build telecommunications
infrastructure and to provide greater access to the internet; establishing poverty alleviation programmes; and the
promotion of language programmes for ASEAN Plus Three countries. We welcomed the annual conference of
Dean/Directors of Diplomatic Training Institutions of ASEAN Plus Three Countries.

56. We encouraged the implementation of the 9 medium and long-term measures of the EASG. In this regard, we noted
with satisfaction the ASEAN Leaders' decision to convene the first East Asia Summit (EAS) on 14 December 2005 in
Kuala Lumpur. We reaffirmed our commitment made at the AMM Retreat in Cebu, Philippines on 11 April 2005 to keep the
EAS open, outward-looking and inclusive with ASEAN being the driving force. In this context, we welcomed the
participation of ASEAN, China, Japan, Republic of Korea, Australia, India, and New Zealand to the first EAS. We
commended our Senior Officials for their work on the participation and the modalities of the East Asia Summit which is
inclusive and ASEAN-driven.

57. We welcomed the establishment of the Experts Group comprising government officials, scholars and researchers to
conduct the feasibility study of the establishment of the East Asia free trade area which will be an integral element of the
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East Asian community.

58. We noted with satisfaction the broadening and deepening of ASEAN-China cooperation as evidenced by the
conclusion of the Plan of Action to Implement ASEAN-China Joint Declaration on Strengthening Strategic Partnership for
Peace and Prosperity, the signing of the ASEAN-China Agreement on Trade in Goods, the Agreement on Dispute
Settlement, the MOU on Transport Cooperation, the establishment of the ASEAN-China Eminent Persons Group, the
organisation of the ASEAN-China Expo in Nanning, the ASEAN-China ICT Week in May 2005 in Beijing, Shanghai and
Shenzhen, the ongoing efforts to conclude agreements on trade in services and investment and the MOU on Cultural
Cooperation as well as preparation for a two-year implementation plan for the ASEAN-China Plan of Action. We believed
that these cooperative activities will further cement ASEAN-China cooperation in the future.

59. We noted the continued efforts to implement the ASEAN-Japan Plan of Action, including in the areas of trade and
investments, customs procedures, Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), the environment and ICT. We appreciated
Japan's active support for the implementation of IAl projects, especially in the area of human resource development,
and its support to sub-regional growth areas.

60. We welcome the growing dialogue partnership between ASEAN and the Republic of Korea in the areas of political
and security, trade and economic, social and cultural and development cooperation, in particular people-to-people
contact in the field of media, youth, culture and the exchange of government officials. We looked forward to the adoption
of the Plan of Action to implement the Joint Declaration on Comprehensive Partnership between ASEAN and the
Republic of Korea expected to be adopted by the Leaders of ASEAN and the Republic of Korea in December 2005 in
Kuala Lumpur.

61. We expressed our appreciation to India for its support in the implementation of the 1Al such as the establishment of
the Centre for Entrepreneurship Developmentin the Lao PDR and its agreement to establish similar centres in
Cambodia, Myanmar and Viet Nam to bridge the development gap among ASEAN Member Countries. We commended
the successful ASEAN-India Car Rally organised during the 10th ASEAN Summit. We noted the progress made thus far in
the negotiations to establish an ASEAN-India FTA, which is part of the implementation of the ASEAN-India Framework
Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation signed in Bali in 2003. We looked forward to the early conclusion
of these negotiations.

62. We welcomed the conclusion, by ASEAN Leaders and the Leaders of the Republic of Korea, India, Australia and
New Zealand, of the Joint Declaration on Comprehensive Cooperation Partnership between the Association of
Southeast Asia Nations and the Republic of Korea; the ASEAN-India Partnership for Peace, Progress and Shared
Prosperity and the adoption of a Plan of Action to implement the partnership; and the Joint Declaration of the Leaders at
the ASEAN-Australia and New Zealand Commemorative Summit, respectively, in November 2004 in Vientiane which will
chart the future directions of ASEAN's cooperation with them. We looked forward to their effective implementation to
elevate ASEAN's cooperation to a higher plane.

63. We welcomed the progress on the implementation of the Trans-Regional EU-ASEAN Trade Initiative (TREATI) to
enhance economic cooperation and assist ASEAN in its integration, and the establishment of the ASEAN-EU Vision
Group, comprising senior officials, towards enhancing ASEAN-EU relations. We also welcomed the commencement of
the Joint Feasibility Study on ASEAN-EU Economic Cooperation, including a possible FTA. In this connection, we noted
with satisfaction that the 15th ASEAN-EU Ministerial Meeting adopted in principle the Regional EU-ASEAN Development
Initiative (READI) in Jakarta in March 2005 which was subsequently finalised by ASEAN and EC, therefore, providing a
new impetus for ASEAN-EU cooperation.

64. We commended the launching of free trade area negotiations with Japan, the Republic of Korea, the ASEAN and
Australia and New Zealand Free Trade Area, which will be implemented within ten years.

65. We welcomed the progress the ASEAN-Canada relations, especially with the convening of the ASEAN-Canada
Partnership Symposium that was held in February 2005 in Bandar Seri Begawan and the ASEAN-Canada Dialogue in
April 2005 in Vancouver. We appreciate Canada's interest to enhance its cooperation with ASEAN in economic areas
with the convening of the ASEAN-Canada Trade and Investment Senior Officials Meeting and the ASEAN Business
Forum in Toronto in May 2005. We welcomed Canada's commitment to stay engaged with ASEAN by exploring,
amongst others, ways in which ASEAN and Canada can promote development cooperation.

66. We looked forward to the inaugural ASEAN-Russia Summit in December 2005 in Kuala Lumpur. We also commended
the progress in the negotiations on the ASEAN-Russia Economic and Development Cooperation Agreement and looked
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forward to its early conclusion.

67. We welcomed the growing trade relationship, economic and development cooperation, political and security
cooperation, and cooperation in other areas involving transnational crime, transnational issues, and communicable and
emerging diseases between ASEAN and the US. We looked forward to the development of a strategic partnership
between ASEAN and the US to further enhance this relationship in all aspects.

68. We further expressed our appreciation to the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) for its continued
support to ASEAN's integration through its ASEAN-UNDP Partnership Facility 2004-2006. We look forward to continuing
our partnership and cooperation with the UNDP in supporting ASEAN's integration.

69. We looked forward to the 2nd ASEAN-UN Summitin September 2005 in New York. We believe that the Summit will
help elevate ASEAN's relations with the United Nations to a new level.

DEVELOPMENTS IN MYANMAR

70. We have been informed by our colleague, Foreign Minister U Nyan Win of Myanmar that the Government of
Myanmar had decided to relinquish its turn to be the Chair of ASEAN in 2006 because it would want to focus its attention
on the ongoing national reconciliation and democratisation process. Our colleague from Myanmar has explained to us
that 2006 will be a critical year and that the Government of Myanmar wants to give its full attention to the process. We
would like to express our complete understanding of the decision by the Government of Myanmar. We also express our
sincere appreciation to the Government of Myanmar for not allowing its national preoccupation to affect ASEAN's
solidarity and cohesiveness. The Government of Myanmar has shown its commitment to the well-being of ASEAN and
its goal of advancing the interest of all Member Countries. We agreed that once Myanmar is ready to take its turn to be
the ASEAN Chair, it can do so.

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

71. We exchanged views on recent regional and international political and security developments, particularly those that
affect regional peace, security and stability. Despite the recent terrorist attacks in United Kingdom and Egypt, we were of
the view that the overall global security situation remained relatively stable and was marked by a number of positive
developments including greater interactions and exchanges between and among countries. We were also of the view
that the stable relationship among the major powers is crucial to the region and called upon them to continue to make
their contributions to strengthen peace, stability, cooperation and development in the region, and in the world as a
whole.

* Iraq

72. We underscored that the developments in Iraq remain a cause of great concern. We sincerely hoped for a solution in
the foreseeable future that would lead to a durable peace, security, stability and national harmony so that the Iraqi
people can truly be the master of their own destiny and country. We welcomed the International Conference on Iraq that
was held in Brussels on 22 June 2005.

e Middle East

73. We welcomed the positive developments currently taking place in the Middle East and emphasised the need to
carry out the implementation of the Roadmap and the relevant UNSC resolutions. We looked forward to the realisation of
the vision of two states -Israel and Palestine- living side by side in peace within secure and recognised borders. We
also welcomed the Iraqi and Palestinian elections held this year.

e Korean Peninsula

74. We welcomed the recent resumption of the Six-Party Talks and hoped that concerned parties could find solutions
acceptable to all sides, towards a nuclear weapon-free Korean Peninsula, on the basis of the principles of mutual
respect for sovereignty and equality which will contribute to the maintenance of peace, security and stability in the wider
Asia Pacific Region. ASEAN reaffirmed its support to the process and reiterated the potential role of the ARF, as the
primary forum for dialogue on peace and security issues in the region, in contributing to the momentum of finding a
resolution to the Korean Peninsula issue.

75. We also welcomed the recent resumption of the inter-Korean dialogue. In this regard, we expressed the hope that
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the dialogue will continue in accordance with the spirit and letter of the 15 June North-South Declaration. We believe that
the thawing of inter-Korean relations will be a major step forward in achieving peace and stability on the Korean
Peninsula.

Asian-African Summit 2005 and the Commemoration of the Golden Jubilee of Asian-African Conference
1955

76. We noted with satisfaction the outcomes of the Asian-African Summit held in conjunction with the Commemoration of
the Golden Jubilee of the Asian-African Conference (1955-2005) on 21-23 April 2005 in Bandung and Jakarta, Indonesia
which revitalised the Bandung spirit of the Asian-African Conference of 1955.

77. We support the commitment of Asian-African countries in working toward the realisation of the New Asian-African
Strategic Partnership (NAASP) by implementing concrete actions for the benefit and prosperity of our peoples. We also
underlined the prominent and leading role of regional/sub-regional organisations in increasing synergy and cooperation
in support of the NAASP. In this regard, we agreed to give a mandate to the ASEAN Secretariat to work with other
regional/sub-regional organisations in Asia and Africa on issues of interest to ASEAN in supporting the NAASP.

South Summit

78. We welcomed the outcomes of the Second South Summit held in Doha, Qatar, on 12-16 June 2005 in addressing the
challenges confronting the South such as poverty, debt burden, trade protectionism, declining Official Development
Assistance (ODA), international migration, weak productive and trade capacities, poor infrastructures and volatile
commodity export prices and financial flows.

Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD)

79. We welcomed the substantial progress being recorded under the framework of the ACD initiated by Thailand as a
forum to harness the combined strength of Asian countries with an aim to increase the capabilities and competitiveness
of Asian countries by maximising on cultural diversity and abundant resources. We are encouraged by the successful
outcomes of the 4th ACD Ministerial Meeting in Islamabad, Pakistan, and welcomed the Islamabad Declaration. We also
noted with satisfaction the progress achieved in various areas, for example, the Asian Bond Market Development,
Energy Security, and Agriculture.

Forum for East Asia and Latin America Cooperation (FEALAC)

80. We reiterated our continued support to forge links and cooperation between Asia and Latin America in areas of
mutual interest including in the political and security, social and culture and economic fields. We recognised the need to
enhance cooperation under FEALAC.

Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM)

81. We congratulated Viet Nam for successfully hosting the 5th ASEM Summit in October 2004 in Ha Noi. We welcomed
the participation of Cambodia, Lao PDR and Myanmar in the recent expansion of ASEM.

82. We also welcomed the convening of the ASEM Interfaith Dialogue in Bali, 21-22 July 2005, as an important effort to
promote greater understanding amongst cultures and faiths.

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)

83. We commended APEC for exerting its utmost efforts to cooperate, promote and liberalise trade and investment in the
Asia-Pacific region. We took note of the progress achieved thus far by APEC member economies towards the Bogor
Goals and look forward to the roadmap being developed to guide members to reach the goals by 2010 for
industrialised economies and by 2020 for developing economies. We expressed appreciation to the member
economies for accommodating the participation of non-APEC ASEAN Member Countries in APEC activities.

Asia-Middle East Dialogue (AMED)

84. We welcomed the convening of the inaugural Asia-Middle East Dialogue (AMED) in Singapore on 20-22 June 2005.
We noted that the sizeable representation of 40 delegations from Asia and the Middle East reflected the deep interest of
both regions in strengthening ties. We recognised that AMED was an important first step towards deeper inter-regional
engagement to foster mutual understanding and cooperation.
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World Trade Organisation (WTO)

85. We welcomed the agreement by WTO members to hold the Ministerial Meeting in Hong Kong in the end of 2005 and
reiterated our support to work constructively with other members of the WTO to ensure the successful outcomes of the
Ministerial Meeting that is consistent with the goals of the Doha Declaration while, at the same time, we stressed the
need for all WTO members to show flexibility and that development-related issues should be the focus of multilateral
trade negotiations.

86. We expressed our support for the early accession of Lao PDR and Viet Nam into the WTO.
Millennium Development Goals (MDG)

87. We recalled that the MDG adopted in 2000 set clear targets for countries to fulfil in close cooperation with the
international community. We noted the slow progress made in the implementation of the MDG and of the upcoming
review of the MDG in September 2005. We called on all the concerned parties to fulfil commitments adopted by the
recent major international conferences and to enhance the effectiveness of aid through better coordination and
harmonisation among the aid-providing countries.

88. We welcomed the convening of the Regional Ministerial Meeting on MDGs in Asia and the Pacific: the Way Forward
2015 to be held in Jakarta, on 3-5 August 2005.

United Nations (UN)

89. We attached importance to effective leadership of the United Nations to address the needs and aspirations of all
people, particularly those in the developing world. We welcomed that the Asian-African Ministerial Meeting in Jakarta in
April 2005 that generally felt that it would be the turn of the Asian region to occupy the post of United Nations Secretary-
General (UNSG) which will become vacant upon the expiry of the term of the current UNSG at the end of 2006. In this
regard, we reaffirmed our strong support for the ASEAN candidate from Thailand, Dr. Surakiart Sathirathai, for this
important post.

90. We also supported Viet Nam's candidature for the presidency of the 33rd UN Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO).

UN Reform

91. Given its current state of affairs, we recognised the need to reform the United Nations and we agreed that the reforms
of the United Nations should be comprehensive in nature and attach greater importance to the reforms of the
development-related UN agencies.

Cooperation with Regional Organisations

92. We noted our cooperative relations with the South Asia Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the
Asian-African Sub-Regional Organisations Conference (AASROC) to promote secretariat-to-secretariat level
cooperation. We recalled the outcomes of the ASEAN-Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and ASEAN-Economic
Cooperation Organisation (ECO) Foreign Ministers Meetings in September 2004 in New York where several areas were
identified for cooperation between ASEAN, and the GCC and the ECO. We noted that ASEAN is working with the GCC to
develop modalities to implement the above identified areas and that the ASEAN Secretariat would be signing a
Memorandum of Understanding for cooperation with the ECO Secretariat.

93. We welcomed the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between the ASEAN Secretariat and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Secretariat to promote cooperation between the two regional organisations in mutually
beneficial areas.

INSTITUTIONAL MATTERS

94. We commended the work of the ASEAN Senior Officials and the ASEAN Directors-General to streamline and
rationalise ASEAN meetings and encouraged them to do even better in the years to come. We expressed our
appreciation to the ASEAN Secretariat for its important contribution to the process of ASEAN integration and cooperation.
We welcomed the establishment of the Jakarta ASEAN Contact Group to facilitate the coordination among Member
Countries on ASEAN cooperation.
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39th AMM

95. We elected Malaysia as the Chair of the 39th ASEAN Standing Committee and the Philippines as the Vice-Chair. We
looked forward to the 39th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting, the ASEAN+3 Foreign Ministers' Meeting, the Post-Ministerial
Conferences and the 13th ASEAN Regional Forum to be held on 24-28 July 2006 in Malaysia.
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18. At the sectoral level, several mechanisms have been developed over the years, reflecting the
expanding and intensifying cooperation. ASEAN-China cooperation now covers political and
security; trade, investment and economic; science and technology; ICT; transport; transnational
crime; and youth. In addition, the ASEAN-China Business Council helps to promote cooperation
between the private/business sectors of the two sides while the ASEAN Beijing Committee,
comprising the Ambassadors of ASEAN Member Countries in Beijing, helps to promote ASEAN-
China relations on behalf of the ASEAN Standing Committee.

19. Inaddition, ASEAN and China interact and cooperate at other regional and multilateral fora where
ASEAN plays a key role. These include the ASEAN Plus Three Summit, the APEC Economic
Leaders Meeting, the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM), and the ARF.

3.1.2 Areas of Cooperation
Political and Security

20. China has entered into a number of political declarations and agreements with ASEAN in
the area of political and security cooperation in the past four years. These include the Joint
Declaration of ASEAN and China on Cooperation in the Field of Non-Traditional Security Issues
and the Declaration on the Conduct (DOC) of Parties in the South China Sea, which were
concluded at the ASEAN-China Summit in 2002 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. China was the first
Dialogue Partner to accede to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia, doing so
at the ASEAN-China Summit in October 2003 in Bali, Indonesia. While the signing of the DOC
signalled the desire of both ASEAN and China to promote trust, confidence and cooperation and
to agree on a regional code of conduct in the disputed area, the accession by China to the treaty
provided further reassurance on the peace and security of the region and that the treaty would
eventually become a code for inter-state relations in the region. China has also reiterated its
willingness to work with ASEAN for the early signing of the Protocol to the Treaty on Southeast

Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ).

21. As a follow-up to the DOC, ASEAN and China convened an ASEAN-China Senior Officials
Meeting on the Implementation of the DOC on 7 December 2004 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. At
the Meeting, the ASEAN-China SOM adopted the Terms of Reference for the ASEAN-China Joint

Working Group on the Implementation of the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South

Report of the ASEAN-China Eminent Persons Group
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working together, ASEAN and China can make an important contribution to the interests of

Asia and developing countries in an increasingly globalised world.

Cooperation with the UN

e The UN continues to be the most important organisation for multilateralism and for meeting
the challenges of the millennium. The UN, as the core of the collective security mechanism,
plays an irreplaceable role in international cooperation to ensure global peace. It promotes
and supports mutually beneficial cooperation to achieve common prosperity and the spirit
of inclusiveness to build a harmonious world together. ASEAN and China should make
concerted efforts to support and promote the role of the UN and its specialised agencies,
and work with them to ensure peace, prosperity and development in the region and the world.

Both should work closely with other stakeholders in promoting the UN reform agenda.
Medium-Term and Long-Term Measures

ASEAN-China Commemorative Summit
e ASEAN and China should look at the possibility of convening a Commemorative Summit in
China at an appropriate time to profile the strategic partnership and chart the course for the

long-term relationship.

Cooperation in Disarmament and Non-Proliferation

» Establishing a nuclear weapons-free zone in Southeast Asia is a key commitment of the
ASEAN Member Countries under the Treaty on SEANWFZ. ASEAN is an active proponent of
disarmament and non-proliferation. China has announced its support for the establishment of
a nuclear weapons-free zone in Southeast Asia and is committed to nuclear non-proliferation.
Both sides should work closely together in regional and international fora to promote
disarmament and non-proliferation. Seminars and workshops could be convened to better

understand each other’s positions on these issues.

South China Sea Issue

* The South China Sea disputes need to be resolved even though efforts of ASEAN and China
have reduced tensions in the disputed area. In this regard, discussions on United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and how it applies to the South China Sea could
be promoted. In the longer term, ASEAN and China should work towards the conclusion of

a code of conduct in the South China Sea, on the basis of consensus, to secure peace and

Report of the ASEAN-China Eminent Persons Group



Annex 150
39D

stability in the disputed area and implement the cooperative measures in the DOC to propel

the growth and development of the claimant States and the region in the future.

Resolving Border Issues

¢ Moving towards resolving bilateral and maritime border disputes between ASEAN Member
Countries and China will help to enhance the mutual trust and good neighbourliness
between ASEAN and China. This will be clear evidence of the commitment of both sides to
the partnership and will accelerate the pace of building a substantive and comprehensive

partnership.

Defence Cooperation

e ASEAN and China should institute defence cooperation starting with holding workshops and
seminars on security issues of common concern and strengthening bilateral military personnel
exchanges and training. ASEAN Member Countries and China could observe each other’s
military exercises and hold joint military exercises in the non-traditional security field as well

as in other areas as outlined in the ASEAN-China Plan of Action.

Economic Cooperation

81. The thrust of economic cooperation between ASEAN and China should be to identify areas of
synergy from which both sides can mutually benefit. China’s growth presents new opportunities
for ASEAN just as closer economic integration within ASEAN will benefit China. ASEAN and
China can work together to promote closer economic linkages between their economies in the
areas of trade, investment, finance, transport and communications, energy cooperation, tourism,
and infrastructural development. The economic opportunities presented by ASEAN’s integration
and China’s rapid development, and the closer linkages being established between ASEAN
and China through the strategic partnership will enable both sides to contribute to the Doha

Development Agenda. In this regard, we recommend the following measures:
Short-Term Measures
ASEAN-China Free Trade Area

* Both sides should maximise the gains from the ACFTA by promoting and ensuring that the

synergies from China’s economic growth and ASEAN economic integration are tapped. This
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Chairman’s Statement of the Ninth ASEAN-China Summit Kuala
Lumpur, 12 December 2005

Chairman’s Statement of the Ninth ASEAN-China Summit Kuala Lumpur, 12
December 2005

1. The Ninth ASEAN-China Summit was successfully convened on 12 December 2005 chaired by the Honourable
Dato' Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, the Prime Minister of Malaysia. The Leaders of ASEAN held a productive
meeting with His Excellency Wen Jiabao, Premier of the People's Republic of China.

2. We reviewed the developments in ASEAN-China relations during the past year. We noted that the close ASEAN-
China relations have m