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1/4 To date, knowledge of diet in Britain &
Ireland has come from relatively few colonies. Our samples
collected during tracking allowed us to

investigate how diet varies geographically.

Geographic variation in
Nlack-legged kittiwake diet
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< : 1/4 To date, knowledge of # ske diet in Britain &
Ireland has come from relatively few colonies. Our #seat =t samples
collected during @RSPEScience tracking #fic allowed us to

investigate how diet varies geographically. =

Kittiwakes often regurgitate § We identify prey from
when handled during research | remains of hard parts in
regurgitate samples
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Clupeid vertetwae
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#Pc ' 1/4 To date, knowledge of # = diet in Britain &
Ireland has come from relatively few colomes Our #seabirdDiet samples
collected during @RSPEScience tracking #fieldwor allowed us to
investigate how diet varies geographically. Zornitl

We identified prey in kittiwake regurgitates
from 14 colonies in Britain & Ireland...

Total = 710 diet samples; 18 colonies; 2010-15
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W #WSTC7 #PopSeshi 2/4 We looked at geographic variation in occurrence

of the 3 main prey types. Probablllty of samples containing ~ eel higher
in #GreaterNc 3 than #Celt s and declined with Iatltude.

Opp05|te true for is. But no geographlc variation for #c
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o RN L * We grouped diet samples
e T - into two regions which

differed in severity of

breeding success declines

* Celtic Seas > Greal
breeding success declines?
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Breeding success was related to diet composition

* Positive but weak relationship between
breeding success and the proportion of

3 samples containing sandeel
o
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. " * Relationship is consistent between the
S . o . two regions
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Proportion of samples with sandeel
« Celtic Seas

® Greater Norti
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Summary

To date, kittiwake diet research has
focussed on the role of North Sea sandeels

But while sandeel dominate kittiwake diet,
the importance of clupeid and gadid as
alternative prey varies geographically

So conservation of other forage fish species
Is also crucial

Particularly important in context of climate
change effects which differ between regions
and forage fish species
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