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No. 7477. CONVENTION1 ON THE TERRITORIAL SEA AND 
THE CONTIGUOUS ZONE. DONE AT GENEVA, ON 
29 APRIL 1958 

The States Parties to this Conven#on 

Have agreed as follows : 

PART I 

TERRITORIAL SEA 

SECTION I. GENERAL 

Article 1 

1. The sovereignty of a State extends, beyond its land territory and its 
internal waters, to a belt of sea adjacent to its coast, described as the territorial sea. 

1 In accordance with paragraph 1 of article 29, the Convention came into force on 10 September 
1964, the thirtieth day following the date of deposit of the twenty-second instrument of ratification 
or accession. Following is a list of States on behalf of which the instruments of ratification or 
accession (a) were deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, showing the respec­
tive dates of deposit : 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 14 March 1960 
Cambodia . . . , . . . . . . . 18 March 1960 (a) 
Haiti . . . • . • . . • • , . . . . 29 March 1960 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics . • . 22 November 1960 
Malaysia . • . . , . . • . • . . . , . • . 21 December 1960 (a) 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic . . . . 12 January 1961 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic 27 February 1961 
United States of America , . . . . . . . . . • 12 April 1961 
Senegal . . . . . • . . 25 April 1961 (a) 

*Nigeria • • . • . , 26 June 1961 
Venezuela 15 August 1961 
Czechoslovakia . 31 August 1961 
Israel . • • . 6 September 1961 
Hungary 6 December 1961 
Romania 12 December 1961 

"'Sierra Leone . . • . • . • . 13 March 1962 
Madagascar 31 July 1962 (a) 
Bulgaria 31 August 1962 
Portugal . . . 8 January 1963 
South Africa . 9 April 1963 (a) 
Australia . . . 14 May 1963 
Dominican Republic 11 August 1964.,,,... 
Uganda . . . . . . 14 September 1964 (a) 

For declarations and reservations made upon signature, see list of signatures and for those made 
upon ratification, as well as for objections to certain declarations and reservations, see pp. 277 to 
282 of this volume. 
~ * By communications received on 26 June 1961 and 13 March 1962, respectively, the Govern­

ments of Nigeria and Sierra Leone informed the Secretary-General that they consider themselves 
bound by the ratification by the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland of the Convention on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone, done at Geneva on 
29 April 19581 which was effective for their territories prior to the attainment of independence, 
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(b) If the crime is of a kind to disturb the peace of the country or the
good order of the territorial sea; or

(c) If the assistance of the local authorities has been requested by the captain
of the ship or by the consul of the country whose flag the ship flies; or

(d) If it is necessary for the suppression of illicit traffic in narcotic drugs.

2. The above provisions do not affect the right of the coastal State to take
any steps authorized by its laws for the purpose of an arrest or investigation on
board a foreign ship passing through the territorial sea after leaving internal
waters.

3. In the cases provided for in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article, the coastal
State shall, if the captain so requests, advise the consular authority of the flag
State before taking any steps, and shall facilitate contact between such authority
and the ship's crew. In cases of emergency this notification may be communi-
cated while the measures are being taken.

4. In considering whether or how an arrest should be made, the local
authorities shall pay due regard to the interests of navigation.

5. The coastal State may not take any steps on board a foreign ship passing
through the territorial sea to arrest any person or to conduct any investigation
in connexion with any crime committed before the ship entered the territorial
sea, if the ship, proceeding from a foreign port, is only passing through the
territorial sea without entering internal waters.

Article 20

1. The coastal State should not stop or divert a foreign ship passing through
the territorial sea for the purpose of exercising civil jurisdiction in relation to
a person on board the ship.

2. The coastal State may not levy execution against or arrest the ship for the
purpose of any civil proceedings, save only in respect of obligations or liabilities
assumed or incurred by the ship itself in the course or for the purpose of its
voyage through the waters of the coastal State.

3. The provisions of the previous paragraph are without prejudice to the
right of the coastal State, in accordance with its laws, to levy execution against
or to arrest, for the purpose of any civil proceedings, a foreign ship lying in the
territorial sea, or passing through the territorial sea after leaving internal waters.
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