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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

At its 15th meeting held at Caracas оп 21 June 1974, the 
Third United Nations Conference оп the Law of the Sea 
approved the recommendations of the General Committee оп 
the allocation of subjects and issues as contained іп its first 

* This text consists of four parts: parts, І, 11 and ІІІ арреаг in
document A /CONF.62/WP.8 (see Official Records of the Third 

United Nations Conference оп the Law ofthe Sea, vol. IV; United 
Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.V.IO) and part IV in the pres
ent document. 

report (A/CONF.62/28).1 Іп that report the General Com
mittee had recommended that "Settlement of disputes", item 
21 of the list of subjects and issues, Ье dealt with Ьу each 
committee іп so far as it was relevant to their mandates. 
However, оп account of its importance and interest to the 
Conference as а whole, it was left for the consideration of the 
Conference іп plenary. 

At its 55th plenary meeting оп 18 April 1975, the Confer
ence decided to request each of the chairmen of its three 
committees to prepare ап informal single negotiating text 
covering the subjects and issues assigned to his Committee. 
Іп keeping with the spirit of this decision and Ьу analogy it 
should Ье the President's duty to submit to the Conference ап 
informal single negotiating text оп апу item that is not the 
exclusive concern of апу of the main committees. As the 
subject of settlement of disputes would Ье ап essential and 
vitally important element іп the proposed convention, the 
President has deemed fit to present the attached informal 
single negotiating text іп order to facilitate the process of 
negotiation. The text is based to а considerable extent оп the 
work of the informal group оп the settlement of disputes. 
Although it could not necessarily incorporate аІІ the propos
als that have Ьееп made, it seeks to blend, within the limits of 
practicality, the essence of the various alternatives. 

This text has taken into account аІІ the formal and informal 
discussions held so far, is informal іп character and does not 
prejudice the position of апу delegation nor does it represent 
апу negotiated text or accepted compromise. lt should 
therefore Ье quite clear that this negotiating text will serve as 
а procedural device and опІу provide а basis for negotiation. 
lt must not іп апу way Ье regarded as affecting either the 
status of proposals already made Ьу delegations or the right of 
delegations to submit amendments or new proposals. 

lt may Ье noted that the informal single negotiating text 
presented Ьу the Chairman of the First Committee 

1 See Official Records ofthe Third United Nations Confere11ce оп 
the Law ofthe Sea, vol. ІІІ (United Nations publication, Sales No. 
E.75.V.5).
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