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Statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Russia

The Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs would like to make the following statement in 
connection with information to the effect that Ukraine has resorted to dispute resolution 
procedures provided by the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea in respect of the 
incident involving a provocation in the Kerch Strait area committed by three Ukrainian Navy 
vessels in November 2018. 

The Ukrainian side is yet again acting in bad faith by attempting to use this situation that arose out 

of unlawful actions committed by the Ukrainian ships for internal political purposes. Ukraine has filed an 

application with the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea seeking provisional measures despite the 

possibility of holding consultations prescribed by international law, including Russian-Ukrainian treaties. 

The Russian side remains open to contacts in a bilateral format to discuss issues relating to this incident, of 

which Ukraine was officially notified via notes of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

In connection with the provisional measures proceeding initiated by Ukraine under the 1982 

Convention, the Russian side proceeds from the premise that the International Tribunal for the Law of the 

Sea does not have jurisdiction to review the “Kerch incident”, particularly by virtue of reservation clauses 

agreed upon by the Russian Federation and Ukraine about inapplicability of procedures prescribed by the 

1982 Convention to specific categories of disputes. We do not see an element of urgent need in the 

provisional measures requested by Ukraine, the latter being a mandatory condition for granting provisional 

measures. Procedural rights of Ukrainian sailors are unflinchingly observed. They use the services of 

attorneys and receive medical care. The fact that Ukraine was in no hurry to file an application with the 

Tribunal for almost five months also indicates the absence of urgency. 

The international judicial proceeding must not interfere with the criminal investigation being 

conducted in the Russian Federation, and its outcome must not be predetermined by the decision of the 

international judicial authority. 

We appeal to the Ukrainian side to act in good faith in the interests of resolution of the problem 

that arose through Ukraine’s fault, demonstrate genuine care for its citizens and – instead of the judicial 

proceeding initiated by it – commence consultations between the parties. 
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