
AboutAbout

The Department of Defense is America's largest government agency. With our

military tracing its roots back to pre-Revolutionary times, the department has

grown and evolved with our nation. Our mission is to provide the military forces

needed to deter war and ensure our nation's security.

$740.5 Billion
National Defense

Budget

2.91 Million
Service Members &

Civilians

4,800 Sites
In Over 160

Countries

Armed Forces
The Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Space Force and Coast Guard are the armed forces

of the United States. The Army National Guard and the Air National Guard are reserve

components of their services and operate in part under state authority.

Combatant Commands
The Defense Department has 11 combatant commands, each with a geographic or functional

mission that provides command and control of military forces in peace and war.
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https://www.nationalguard.mil/
https://www.ang.af.mil/
https://www.defense.gov/Our-Story/Combatant-Commands/
https://www.defense.gov/Our-Story/Combatant-Commands/
https://www.defense.gov/Our-Story/Our-Forces/#service-wrap-army
https://www.defense.gov/Our-Story/Our-Forces/#service-wrap-marines
https://www.defense.gov/Our-Story/Our-Forces/#service-wrap-navy
https://www.defense.gov/Our-Story/Our-Forces/#service-wrap-air-force
https://www.defense.gov/Our-Story/Our-Forces/#service-wrap-space-force
https://www.defense.gov/Our-Story/Our-Forces/#service-wrap-coast-guard
https://www.defense.gov/Our-Story/Our-Forces/#service-wrap-national-guard
https://www.defense.gov/About/Secretary-of-Defense/
https://www.defense.gov/About/Deputy-Secretary-of-Defense/
https://www.defense.gov/About/Chairman-of-the-Joint-Chiefs-of-Staff/
https://www.defense.gov/About/Vice-Chairman-of-the-Joint-Chiefs-of-Staff/
http://www.defense.gov/



