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TRANSLATION 

Translated from Russian 

Our ref. No. 3099-2dsng, 18.03.2019 

No. 6111/22-012-0438 

The Embassy of Ukraine in the Russian Federation presents its compliments to 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and has the honour to 

transmit Note No. 72/22-188/3-682 of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine of 

15 March 2019, and its unofficial translation enclosed herewith.  

The Embassy of Ukraine in the Russian Federation avails itself of the 

opportunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation the 

assurances of its consideration.  

Attachment: as indicated, 6 pages. 

Moscow, 15 March 2019 

(Seal) 

To the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

of the Russian Federation   

Moscow   
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Unofficial translation from Ukrainian into Russian 

No. 72/22-188/3-682 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine presents its compliments to the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and in addition to its Notes of 

26 November 2018 No. 6111/22-012-2160, of 26 November 2018 No. 610/22-110-

1329, of 27 November 2018 No. 610/22-010-1339, of 29 November 2018 

No. 6111/22-012-2199, of 12 December 2018 No. 6111/22-012-2220, of 20 

December 2018 No. 6111/22-012-2345, of 22 January 2019 No. 6111/22-012-0100, 

of 23 January 2019 No. 6111/22-012-0108, of 26 January 2019 No. 6111/22-012-

0126, of 29 January 2019 No. 6111/22-012-0135, of 2 February 2019 No. 6111/22-

012-0291, of 5 February 2019 No. 6111/22-012-0198, of 7 February 2019

No. 6111/22-012-0210, of 15 February 2019 No. 6111/22-012-0262 regarding the 

illegal seizure by the Russian Federation on 25 November 2018 of three Ukrainian 

navy vessels and their 24 crew members conveys the following. 

As Ukraine has repeatedly stated, Russia’s actions on that day and the ongoing 

detention of Ukrainian vessels “Berdyansk”, “Yany Kapu”, “Nikopol” and their crew 

members constitute blatant violation of the United Nations Convention on the Law of 

the Sea (hereinafter – the “Convention”). 

The Ukrainian Side notes that on 25 November 2018 three Ukrainian navy 

vessels were exercising their rights of passage under Articles 17 and 38 of the 

Convention and the right of freedom of navigation pursuant to Article 58 thereof.  

To the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

of the Russian Federation   

Moscow   
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The Ukrainian Side also notes that warships enjoy full immunity as provided 

for in Articles 32, 58 and 95 of the Convention, as well as by other norms and 

principles of international law. The seizure by the Russian Federation and the 

continued detention of three Ukrainian vessels and their 24 crew members, as well as 

the initiation of criminal proceedings against these crew members constitute flagrant 

violation on the part of the Russian Federation of its obligations under the 

Convention and obligations arising out of the norms and principles of international 

law, including Articles 32, 58 and 95 of the Convention. 

The Russian Federation has no legal bases for detaining those vessels and 

servicemen, and Ukraine does not recognize and will not recognize legal justification 

for prosecution and potential court decision with respect to the detained servicemen. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine notes the critical nature of the 

situation and the necessity to resolve it without delay taking into account the 

continued detainment of crew members, initiation of criminal proceedings against 

them and continuation of investigative activities in relation to them. 

Ukraine reminds that the Russian Federation has not rectified its violations 

despite the repeated protests and requests by Ukraine. 

Furthermore, the U.N. General Assembly in its resolution of 17 December 

2018 No. 73/194 “calls upon the Russian Federation to release the vessels and their 

crews and equipment unconditionally and without delay”. On 20 December 2018 the 

European Union repeated this request in the OSCE Permanent Council by stating that 

they “strongly call on Russia to release the captured vessels, their crew and 

equipment unconditionally and without delay”, as well as on 17 January 2019 the 

Spokesperson for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/European Neighbourhood 

Policy and Enlargement Negotiations in her statement called upon Russia “to 

immediately and unconditionally release 24 captured Ukrainian sailors”. Such 

demand of release was reiterated inter alia by Germany, France, the United States and 

many other countries. 
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine notes that the Russian Federation 

has ignored calls by the international community to stop violations of international 

law and to release the detained vessels and crew members immediately. 

In this connection, the Ukrainian Side demands that the Russian Federation 

immediately comply with its obligations under Articles 32, 58 and 95 of the 

Convention. 

The Ukrainian Side demands the immediate release and return by the Russian 

Federation of military vessels and servicemen to Ukraine, as well as the appropriate 

compensation for violations of the above-mentioned provisions of the Convention. 

In accordance with Article 283 of the Convention, the Ukrainian Side demands 

that Russia immediately start an exchange of views regarding the settlement of this 

dispute by negotiation or any other peaceful means.  With this in mind, the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine requests that the Russian Federation immediately 

provide its opinion on the proper means of settlement of this dispute and conducting 

consultations on the matter with the Ukrainian Side within 10 days.   

Kiev, 15 March 2019 

(Seal) 
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