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TRANSLATION  

Unofficial translation from Ukrainian 

No. 72/22-194/510-1409 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine presents its compliments to the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and in response to the Note from the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of the Russian Federation of 16 February 2015 No. 1599-2/dsng states the following. 

The Ministry expresses its deep concern that, despite Ukrainian Side’s repeated protests, 

expressed inter alia in numerous diplomatic notes, including, but not limited to notes No. 72/22-620-

518 of 10 March 2015, No.72/22-620-2476 of 9 October 2015, No. 72/22-194/510-485 of 23 

February 2016, No. 72/22-663-1146 of 12 May 2016, the Russian Side disregarding the 1982 United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (hereinafter – the Convention), continues to violate the 

sovereignty and the sovereign rights of Ukraine in the maritime areas of the Black Sea, the Sea of 

Azov and the Kerch Strait, adjacent to the Crimean Peninsula. 

The Ministry recalls that in its Note No. 72/22-620-2476 of 9 October 2015, the Ukrainian 

Side expressed its position that the dispute between the Sides should be settled in accordance with 

the compulsory procedure provided for by the Convention. 

However, the Ukrainian Side, in accordance with the Russian Side’s proposal, agreed to start 

bilateral contacts, despite the concerns of the Ukrainian Side that the proposal of the Russian Side 

would not provide an opportunity to settle the dispute properly and within a reasonable timeframe. 

The Russian Side’s response and its proposed agenda related to cooperation in exploitation of 

biological resources and marine environment protection would not provide an opportunity to discuss 

serious and continuing violations of international law referred to by Ukraine. All these circumstances, 

together with continued violations of the Convention by the Russian Federation, justify the 

conclusion of the Ukrainian Side that the Russian Federation’s proposal to hold consultations is 

inappropriate given the subject matter of the dispute. Current circumstances also confirm the position 

of the Ukrainian Side that arbitration is the only fair and effective way to settle the dispute peacefully. 
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Despite this, the Ukrainian Side – in the spirit of good faith and constructivity, without 

prejudice to the right of Ukraine to resort to the compulsory procedures provided for by the 

Convention as an appropriate way to settle the dispute – is ready for bilateral contacts with a view to 

discussing the settlement of the dispute in accordance with the Convention. In this regard, the 

Ukrainian Side agrees to hold consultations in Minsk, the Republic of Belarus during the week of 11 

July this year. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation the assurances of its consideration. 

Kiev, 15 June 2016 
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