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TRANSLATION 

Excerpts 

 
 

[The small Coat of arms of Ukraine] Embassy of Ukraine in the Russian Federation 
 

 
No. 6111/22-012-1484 

The Embassy of Ukraine in the Russian Federation presents its 
compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation and transmits in the attachment hereto the Note of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine of 12 July 2017 No. 72/22-
663-1651 (with the unofficial translation from Ukrainian) 
regarding the protest against the construction of the Kerch Strait 
Bridge by the Russian Federation. 
 
The Embassy of Ukraine in the Russian Federation avails itself of 
this opportunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Russian Federation the assurances of its consideration. 

[Signed] 
Aforementioned Annex on 6 pages. 

[Round seal: Embassy of Ukraine in the Russian Federation] 
Moscow, 14 July 2017 
 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Russian Federation 
Moscow 
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Unofficial translation from Ukrainian 
 

No. 72/22-663-1651 
 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine presents its compliments to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and in addition to its notes of 29 July 2015 No. 610/22-
110-1132, of 23 February 2016 No. 72/22-194/510-485 and of 16 March 2016 No. 610/22-110-387 
once again expresses its strong objection to the construction of the Kerch Strait Bridge by the Russian 
Federation. 
 The Ministry reminds the Russian Side that under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(hereinafter – UNCLOS) Ukraine is a coastal state in relation to the water areas adjacent to the 
Crimean Peninsula, including the relevant waters in the Kerch Strait. The construction of the Kerch 
Strait Bridge will inevitably and substantially change the nature of these waters and the subsoil 
beneath them. Such transformation carries serious risks for the marine environment and infringes the 
rights of Ukraine as a coastal state. The construction of the bridge is unlawful without prior consent 
of Ukraine. 
 The Ministry is also deeply concerned by unilateral restrictions on the freedom of navigation 
through the Kerch Strait, which Russia reportedly intends to introduce as a result of the construction 
of the Kerch Strait Bridge. According to recent Mass Media reports, Russian officials who unlawfully 
acted for the administration of the Kerch Port published a formal statement that as a result of the 
construction of the Kerch Strait Bridge, starting from July or August 2017, the transit passage of 
vessels with the length exceeding 160 m, width exceeding 31 m, air draft exceeding 33 m or draft 
exceeding 8 m will not be allowed.  

The said prohibition will prevent the passage of certain types of marine vessels previously 
able to transit through the Kerch Strait. Therefore, the Ministry believes that such prohibition will 
entail significant losses for the Ukrainian sea ports in the Sea of Azov, interfere with further 
development of the said sea ports and constitutes interference with the use by Ukraine of its territorial 
waters and the exclusive maritime economic zone in the Sea of Azov.  
 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Russian Federation 
Moscow 
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In 2012-2017, 1,064 vessels with the length exceeding 160 m or height exceeding 33 m entered the 
sea ports of Mariupol and Berdyansk. Moreover, the Port of Mariupol constantly receives Panamax 
vessels, the length of which is over 225 m and the height exceeds 47 m. The Port of Mariupol can 
also receive vessels with the length up to 235 m and height up to 49 m. As a result of the established 
restrictions such vessels will be unable to pass through the Kerch Strait and access the sea ports of 
Mariupol and Berdyansk. 
 The Ministry is also concerned by the fact that the construction of the Kerch Strait Bridge will 
prevent passage through the Strait in wintertime. As the Russian Side is well aware, there is ice 
forming in the Kerch Strait and the Sea of Azov throughout 2-5-months annually. The Ministry 
reasonably believes that there is a risk of ice build-up around the pylons of the Kerch Strait Bridge. 
Such ice build-up may pose a serious threat to navigation, including its complete cessation for up to 
several months.  
 The Ministry also expresses its deep concern over the plans of the Russian Federation to 
prohibit navigation through the Kerch Strait in August and September 2017 in connection with the 
unauthorised construction of the bridge. According to the information published on the Russian 
federal portal of draft laws and regulations, the Ministry of Transport of the Russian Federation 
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suggested prohibiting passage through the Kerch Strait on 3-6, 8-10, 14-21 and 28-31 August 2017 
and 1-4 September 2017. Such prohibition will apply to all vessels, excluding Russian military ships 
and security ships, as well as Russian vessels engaged in the construction of the Kerch Strait Bridge. 
 The Ministry strongly objects to the plans of the Russian Side aimed at the cessation of 
navigation through the Kerch Strait without Ukraine’s consent. The Ministry stresses that such 
prohibition will prevent free navigation through the Kerch Strait and will constitute a breach of 
UNCLOS. 

 The plans of the Russian Federation to impose restrictions on marine navigation 
through the Kerch Strait infringe Ukraine’s rights in the Kerch Strait guaranteed by UNCLOS and 
are deeply alarming, given Ukraine’s previous diplomatic correspondence on this matter and the 
notice of arbitration submitted by Ukraine under Annex VII to UNCLOS.  
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For the purposes of protection of the rights and interests of Ukraine under UNCLOS and other 
relevant agreements, laws and customary rules, the Ministry demands that the Russian Federation 
immediately stop the construction of the Kerch Strait Bridge. 
 The Ministry also demands that the Russian Federation promptly provide to Ukraine all 
available information concerning the construction of the Kerch Strait Bridge, including concerning 
any related threats to the marine environment or hindrances to navigation through the Kerch Strait. 
Such information should include, among others, the technical specification of the bridge and the 
process of its construction, any assessments made by the Russian Federation with regard to the 
environmental impact of its construction on the and explanation of any steps taken or to be taken by 
the Russian Federation to eliminate all adverse consequences of the construction. The Russian Side 
should also alert Ukraine and provide all information that calls into question the short- and long-term 
structural integrity of the Kerch Strait Bridge. 
 The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation the assurances of its consideration. 
 

Kiev, 12 July 2017 
 
[…] 
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